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Tools for preservation

Fram the streat, the bay
wEndoswts and mansard
rond, whith wam bath
added arcund 1870, de-
Time the look of the sin-
ole house at 35 Legare
St but the ariginal part
of th housa may date o
acentury eariier
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Thiz arnate federal style mantedplece ks not bellewed to be
wriginal, but tha Hissoric Charleston Foundation's ease-
ment will regulre [ts preservation,
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‘Whoever buys 35 Legare 5t. fram the Historlc Charlestan Foundation
must sign a covenant stiputating what Interlor architeciural features the
foundation expects to be preserved, such as floors, mantels and comioes,

Revolving fund,
easements work
to preserve

35 Legare St.

e sizabile henise it 35 Legane 51 s bk
mamny edber ald Charlssson haimes.

18 stilE bias a lot of hastaric fib-

ric — mianiels, fones, plaster
walle, etakes — bl it also bas seen a botof
charges gt il was first b two centi-
ries agn, ssch as the vibrani multi-color
cefling fan in & third-flear hedroom,

Sortig thronigh what shauk he kept,
il wlial dan go, §s crucaal o matinsislng
1ts valie as a historic home. The protess
cin be fricky, even for experienced archi-
tects, conteacions and ownet

That's why Histnese Charlesion Founds-
tiva has stepped here L
in wlth tw of its magt
Irrepos fant, bk prerhaps
rol s well-Known,
preservation tools.

The foundation
recenily e the i
property with is re- 1
wolwing fumd. This ial Egﬁrtr;t
s pool ol money that o g

it hag disied fon sevaral
et bo by erdan- e

geredd histaric homes
ol then rescll them to preservation-
rnindod bulgj::s

The foimdation hought the home ks
mcnth foc £1.75 million, and its done
s padeting, foof work and rofben
wool repaits, I8 carnently seaking offers
begindringat 31825 millln,

While the fotandatinn can make money
ot Thiese sales, It s Boet thoney, 1o,
“This b nod o Bandradser fof s, savs
April Wend of the foandaticn. “Thix s
oar mksgiom,”

"Tlue-goal n') bo tarn s peodil bal boeia-
sare the home's [ong-terin proservatbon,
arnl that's where the foundation’s second
tood comes in: covenanis and easements

Historke Cliarleston Fourdation already
It & conerant o 35 Legare one signed
in 1984, but it was anly sboul ane page
lemy, Wheewer hisys the home next will
e ta Al A pEw covenant expr.:lui in
rin sl 30 pages

In addithn to pecuiiriig the houses up-
ke, this legal entwill ndldness pres-
ervation af knterlos architectural featares
as well ag the hrivks apd jaititog bods that

Hense see TOOLS, T'HHE T4




&I:mlpmtanht battem of the maln mlrir
un! Indicator that 35 Legare 5t, might have bean bulltin
the late 18th eantury,

The tools for
preservation

TOOLS fran Page D1

mn'iwlnﬂaﬁrdma
around 1961
H&M[ﬂuuﬂ
.l'|.|1rl||:u.d||nd.:|.rm
ether the
nrrh-cwb-dlvl ol hmue
ishetng sald e is” for sngle
familyuse),
These agreements
eszarily tie the owiner’s hands,
Entit they will bring the foun-
dlation tvta the discussions
a:wnnrmudﬁhn and enajor
clunges, says e P
Iserhannh, Lhee mansge of research
arxl ecdacatsan,
I'Iu.alwqu.unrydu,ug
when yoa say sy nbtrior gases
ik, "l days, "l ity really
abont protecting e pices

uim, which

wodving fund
twhen it

was Lhe natiom’s
began in 1957,
Italso has about, 110 ather
easemngs given by pressrv-
tom-iniixled properly owiwrs
iy can quakily for a tax de-
ducting in return. (Easemonts

apd covenants are very sinsilan, |

beat il Lhee awns
the property and these
resbrictions o it i called &
coveninl whe a r
agreas o ssch restrictions, it's
called an easement).
Aboat 48 of these agree-
ments probect mieriors; the
cneeaik 35 Legare will be the

dtih, These inberior sasements |

are anguahly the most i
tant becanse the city’s Bosrd m
of Architecturl Rirview loois

thﬂm::‘dlluhumcmul alter extering,
tractive wnd histaric” 'i'huumh'ln;[u:dmhr
The 15 St-house lsa
e s st m“m’mmwﬁ“ with
stary home | -
alizred with a d rou, o = e than B
enclodures, bay win: faaildlings between 1958 and
o el bl 197, b 460 0 heer s wene
Faryears, th le ar pestioned dur-
hadl Betlieved the hone was ing that same Hme, maki
IMIIlum'llndmhdHhtudn' m;ﬁ:‘hﬂoﬂm
was prospering and spilli ;
waﬂi-ermﬂ mduﬁ.q Towsnclaticn’s sl oess
Hist fouendatian hoard mensher . sart of priced it out of comgie
argl historic contracnor Dawid ikl B anee bought hiomses
Hallmian found evidence that  fhere for s Lo as 37,000 snd
diages the home almost 50 224000, and now bumes there

yearacarlier

"That evidence 1 ooe of the
branae's mare husnlbe features
awnnden newel post at the
etnlrs rightupon the entrance,
Tt eehatiwely simple chesign and
craft are aand fimk
|ur t conetrisction in the laie
Ifith century,

“The gasermenit will peguine
this be kepl, but the next
e i o

ichi o be B
orutcdnted ki and bath-
romns, imore recont bailtin
boclgahithves and other alters-
tioms af mere fecent vintage.

“Eltchens and hathrooms:
are afien excloded [from these
agreeenls) Becouse theve
updated so freguently.” sava
Wiond, who manages 1he ease-
s,

The fuundation currently
has covenants an 20 proper-
s et it once owned, nasthy
ihirvaggh purchasee in fis re-

somtinely sell for $t millics
and moeo.)
In recent years, thie Do has
expanded to help
hilstaric homes in
nedghborhoods o, a5 in tbe
case of 63 Smich 51, to pre-
serve i lange garden space that
ulberwise coukd be subdivided
antl Bl
ot
[ experts from
Hosdon and Rhods Teland for
thair thouglsts an whst sa ik of
freservatian successes the fund
rnbghl erakde in the fatare.
And ag with 35 Legane, who
Rk bvinwe mnany people will
s by pme iy and thank,
Whikt a hasidsone home”
it arry elue of the His-
e
commgllcat nggs that
helped keep it tht way,
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