Do You Know Charleston—?
Seven State Street .

BN RN

OLD INSURANCE BUILDING—This structure

quarters for the Unlon Insurance compary in the days wheh each

insurance company had its ovi{n 1!11*9 gn)glne'company, (Staff Photo'by ).
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Insurance Companies Once Had.* -+
Own Fire Engine Companies” .~ '
The seal has two clasped hands :

An unpretontlous lttle two-story

bullding at 7 State street 1epre-
sonts an emly. attempt on the part
of Charlestonlans {o compensate
tor the losves occasioned by fate
and doath,
" In tho days when each Insurance
company had its own fire englne
company, it was customavy for the
owner to place on his property a
plute designating which compény
had hls insurance. This was to
notlty that fire engine company
that {t was its duty to fight fire on
those premises, s

The Unlon Insurance company,
established June 17, 1807, and in-
corporated December 10 of the
same year, had its headquarters
in this building, Beneath the root
i3 a roprodtiction of the company's
seal, resombling the company's in-
surance plate, but .so_mewhut larger.
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once served as heade

4n the center. At one side are
geveral buildings and at the other,
flames, Above the buildings is the
word “restored” and around the
otiter rim, “Union Insurdnce: Com-

pany”,

Itg charter permitted it to write!

marine and fire insurance in South
Cavolina and dlsewhere and to lend
money on boltomry,  which was
shipping.: The charter was amend-

in 1837 to permit -the company
to write lite insurance, S
“The company’s- office originally
was in Eagt Bay street, 'but the
clty director for 1810 shows that
it had moved to the building in
State street, R

On June 8, 1830, a - dinner was
dlven in . this ‘building to  Joel
R. Polngett, who had just returned
after serving vallantly and effl.

clently as minister to Mexicd.



