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' A moþt unusuaf "love affair'

aUegedly occu¡red nearly 200
years ago because of a royalist
bau held at 2 Ladson Street.

Mr. and Mrs. Phillip Tidyrnan
prominent royalists of Charlestor¡
during the time lhe city was occu-
piedby the British, held a ball onc
night at their home at 2 Ladson
St. The account is taken from
Margaret R. Martin,s
"Chârleston chosts" and Mrs. St
Jul¡en Ravenel's book
"Charleston, t¡e Ptace anA i¡Ë
People." During the pa rty,
Capt. "Mad Archy" Campbelt.
described by Mrs. Ravenel as â
brave, honorable and .,terriblv

- erratic and llighty charactei,
èasily led into any sort oI folly,',' ÞeCame infatuated with a Tory
beauty and heiress, Paulina
Phelps. Miss Phelps, however,
pneferred the attentions of a Phil-
adelphia officer, and the proud
captaiü wagered bis- handsome
Arabian horse against 50 pounds,
belonging to his fellow officers,
that he would marry her, with her
consent,rwithin three days.

He then invifed Miss Phelos to
go riding with him in his carriage,
which turned into the wildest ride
any person could imagine. Atter
a two-hour. líghtning-paced, mad
drive. Campbell took the half- .

Do You Know
Your Charleston?

fainting, helpless girl to a preach-
er.near Goose Creek to be mar-
ried. Campbell even carried a
pistol to help matters along in
case he should lose his bet. Only a
year after they were wed, he rùas
killed wh¡le attempting to escaDe
after capture bv th-e colonists. !iis
young bride died soon âfter.

Two Ladson St. comprises the
rear portion of lots 277 and 226,
which were granted in 1694 to
Stephen Bull, iather of Lt. Gov.
William Butl.

One por¿ion of lot 27? wâs
owned in 1746 by the second
Lt.Gov..Bull, with the second Dorj
tion bought from Henry Midãle-
ton by John Deas in 1728_
Lâdson's Court was constn¡cted
partially on each of the two por-¡ t¡ons, with the rear lot as an
entrance-way. This rear portion
was given by tbe first Lt. Gov,
William Bull tb his son-inlaw,
John Drayton.

James Clitherale, a later owner
of 2 Ladson St., owed a debt of
4,000 guineas since Feb- 24, 1206,
and was ordered by the court to
sell his land. On Feb. 1. 1800. a
public auction was held between

11 a.m. and 3 p.m., at which
William Skervins. the hiehest
bidd-er, bought it for 2,09s gu'Íneas
s[erllng.

When Skerving died, he also
owed money, again forcing the
sale of the property. Originally,

. his plantation, free farm and'ceorgian lands were put up for
auctioD, but 2 Ladson St. was
deemed more salâble. Thomas
Rhett Smith aquired it, and a plat
of old Cl¡arles Town. dated iutv
12, 1813, accompanied tne deed.

In 1832, the house was boupht
by a dêscendant of Phillip Tiãy-
man, who bore the same name.
Tllereafter, it pâssed throush sev-
eral hands bef-ore comins i;to the
family of B. Owen Geer on SeDt.
f4, f939. It remained there uritil
Nov. 11, 1969, when B. Owen ceer
Jr. and his sister, Louise Fatillo
Geer Wardlaw, decided to sell.

The present owners are Dr.
Thomas A. Kirkland Jr. and pa-
lricia ?rotter Kirkiand,

T\.vo Ladson St. consists of a
wooden two-story house, with
marble stairs leading to a col-
urìned porch entrance. Abutting
on the east side ànd situated on
the same property is a smaller
two-story brick building and
small garden, with the hôuse
being used as a rental unit. It
originally served as a separate
kitchen for the main house.
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THE HISTORY

The house at 2 l,adson Street appears to have begun as a

Georgian double house, which was expanclecl and remodeled somewhat

during the A,damesque period, and again in the Colonial Revival

period of the turn of the centurY

ltisimpossibletopinpointtheconstructiond'ateofthe

house because of a scarcity of records, pertaining to the

property,.'cluringthelBthCentury'Stylistically'however'

the oldest features of the house belong to the nid-1Bth Century'

Historically, the site of 2 ladson was part of Lot No'

2??ofthel'GrandMoilellofCharlesTown,"whichwasgrantetl

by the L.,ords Proprietors on 1p May L694, to Stephen BuIl' along

ùith Lot No, 2??, adjacent to the southtf The original fots

of the ,,Grand Modell,' appear to have averaged 100 feet in width

and 200 or more feet in dePth'

Stepien BuIl , born in I6)J in I'larwick, England, arrived

in Carolina in April 1670 aboaral the ship Carolina, with the

first group of settlers. He was a deputy of two of the lords

Proprietors and as such was a member of the Grand Councif' He
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also serveal in the Assembly, and in several prestigious appoint-

ive posts.z He diect about 1?06, leaving lots No ' 2?6 and' 2??

to his eldest son, Wilfiam.

t¡lilliam BuII (1683- I?5Ð, born at Ashley Hal-l Plantation'

was albo an active public servant, serving in various posts

including that of Lieutenant Governor (ne is not to be confused

with his son, Wil].iam Bull , who was f-,ieutenant Governor in the

period just prior to the Revolution). By his marriage to Mary

Quintyne, he had several chíldren, including a claughter ' Char-

lotta (or Charlstte), who rnarried John Drayton'J

John Drayton (c. 1'7t3-77?9), a son of the immigrant Thomas

Drayton, was a nati-ve Carolinian. He was also a public servant'

a member of the King's Council and an assistant judge' but he

is probably best remembered as the builder of Drayton HalI'

one of America's finest Georgian houses '+

. Ît was to this illustrious son-in-law that lÚilliam BulI'

cin 10 Decembet 77t+6, conveyed, by a "deed of feof'fnent;' the

rear half of one of his Meeting Street lots' The deed does

not identify the numb er of the lot, but the description fits
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that of 2 ladson in later years. The half Iot, conveyed to

Drayton, is desòribed as bounding to the north on land of Mr'

l¡rlilliam Yeamans; west on Mr . Tounsend's land i east on the I'front

or other half of the saicl Lot now in the Pofsession of Thomas

Drayton Esq. and Doctor 8u11"; ancl south n'on a f-¡ane or pafsage

leading from the street lrrlesterly the Length of the said l,ott. "

The back 1.ot is further described as measuring !0 feet 'from

Mr. Yeaman's l,ancl to the Said lane, Ú and. !71 ! feet along the

Iane . -

VrlillÌam Bu11 died in 7lJJ, directing in his will (dated

April¡ I?55), "l...bequeath the Breadth of ten feet out of each

of my two T-,ots in Charles Town to be measurecl from the line

that divides them Ì.rom the street westward the full Length of

the l,ots unto my Son VÙi1lian & his heirs in Trust" 'to b-e and -

remain a 'Lane or Common Pafsage way for the use of those Per-

sons who shal-J. hereafter Pofsefs ancl enjoy the lanils joining

the same."6 thus he províded for the continued existence of

the lane, 20 feet wide, which later became known as ladson's
r)

uourl . '

How long hlilliam Bu11 's son-in-1ar¡r, John Drayton, contin-
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ued to ¡'Pofsefs and enjoy" the property now known as 2 Ladson '

Street is not known,r-as no deed has been found by which he or

his heirs relinquishecl ownership. John Drayton perhaps owned

the property until his,.death Ln 1779, at Strawberry Ferry on

Cooper River, while,fleeing with his fanily from the invading

British army under Gen. Prevost.S There is a possibitity that

he buil-t the house at 2 ladson sometj.me between 1?46, when he

acquired the land, and. the Revol-ution.

There is a story which would seen to confirm that the house'

now known as 2 ladson, was standing cluring the Revolution. Mrs.

St. Jufien Ravenel , in,:her book, Charlestgn: The P1ace and-the

PeoÞle, rel-ates the anecdote of "mad Archy Campbell" attending

a bafL "given by a Royalist lady' Mrs. Tidyman, in the house

which is now No. 2 Ladson St.r' According to the story, 'mad.

Archy" bet his Arab horse that he would marry a certain Miss

Paulina Phe1ps within three.ìdays. Subsequenty, by a ruse'

Campbell kidnapped the young lacly to the parish church of St.

James¡ Goose Creek, where they were married in the presence

of drawn pistols.7 Unfortunately, Mrs. Ravenel did not foot-

not the story, so the"source of he¡ information is unknown.
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It is possible that she haal the facts confused' Dr' Philip

lid.yman acquired the house at 2 laclson in 1832, and..it remained

1ô
the "Tidyman House" until 1863.-"

No house appeaïs ín the vicinity of 2 ladson on the fire

insurance map of 1?BB. The lane or passage' subsequently known

as Ladson's Court, does not appear on the map either, although

it is documentecl as existing as early as t746'

of the court and the house from the map could

an error on the part of the surweyor.

11 The absence

easily have been

The çonstruction of 2 Ládson Street has been attributecl

to James Shoolbred, planter, who is saiat to have built it c'

I7g4. That attribution, however, is tenuous, as no record can

be found of Shoolbred ever having ownecl the property' The at-

tribution is apparently based on the I?94 city ciirectory, in

which James Shoulbred, planter, is-listeci as resitling at 1f

Meeting Street. In the same directory, 1? Meeting Street is

also iclentified as the acldress of Mai. James Ladson' It is

true that the house, now known as 2 Ladson' once sharecl a com-

mon add.ress with the f,adson House, which is now known as 31

Meeting street, but which originally had its entrance on f,aclson.
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For example, the 1803 city clirectory lists James f',adson ' plan-

ter, at lJ Meeting Street, and Vrlil]-iam Skirving' Sr' ' planter'

at 13 Meeting Street. The 1806 directory lists Maj' James

l,adson at 1J MeetiY¡€, ancl Col . Idilf iam Skirving at "l'adson &

Skirving's court 1l Meeting-street ' 
n' The 1807 directory Iists

Maj, James ladson at 4!J Meeting-street ladson's court"' and

Col . WitJ-iam skirving at "f,adson & skirvings court 13 Meeting-

street . "

?rovingthatJamesShoolbredlivedat2l'a¿Isonint?94'

howeverr is not,,the'same as proving that he built the house'

He may have been the tenant óf'someone else -- perhaps an

heir of John Drayton or perhaps Co1 ' lrÙi1J.iam Skirving ' Shool-

bred subsequently livecl at the corner of T'ambo11 ancl Í'egare

streets, in a house which, interestingly, he bought from CoI'

4.>
Skirvine in 1800 , "

Skirving, who is documented as living.at 2 Ladson (then

13 Meeting) in 1801 , is also documented as owníng the'property

by that time. on 15 November 180J, he purchased from John H'

Jeffords, a James IsIancI pfanter, a piece of land "formerly

betonging to Ann Townsend', tr mêasuring from east to west 48 feet'

and in length from north to south, 89 feet' The lot bound'ed

to the east on land. already owned by William Skirving ' A
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plat accompanying the deed

was the garden of 2 T.,adson.

shows the Iot, which for many Years

11

blilliam Skirving, the first documented owner ancl resiclent

of 2 laclson Street, was a son of James Skirving' a planter of

St, Bartholomew's Parish. By his first marriage in 7?66 to

Mary Sacheverell , the onfy child and heiress of Thomas Sachever-

el1 , he acquired several plantations in St. Bartholomew's Parish'

She died in I?68, at the age of 18. the fol-lowing year, he

married Anne Hollanct Hutchinson, alaughter'i'of Thomas and Rebecca

Hutchinson. Skirving se?vecl in the Commons llouse of Assembly'

the First and. Second Provincial Congresses' and the General

Assembly. Euring the Revolution¡ he rose fron Captain (7??5)

to Colonel (77?B) in the militia. He conmanded a regiment at

the. BattLe of Port Royal in tllT, and' afterwards served with

Gen. Francis Marion. After the war, he returned to planting'14

Skirving was deceased by 9 November 1812, wheni his grand-

chil-dren, I¡filliam Skirving and the chil-dren of Thomas Rhett

Smith, exhibited their Bí11 of Cornplaint in the Court of Equity'

against Thomas Rhett Smith and Ann, his wife, the executor and

executrix of Col . Skirving's wilt-' the suit alleged that Col .
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Skirving's wíJ-I had dírected that his plantation in Georgia

be sold for the pal¡ment of his debls. But as no purchaser could

be found for the plantation, it was;:.necessary to se11 his other

property. The court ordereai the property soJ-d at auction.15

fhe public notice of the auction listecl "The House ancl

],ot in ladson's Court, Meeting-street, the present residence

of T. R. Smith," Also listetl to be sol-d. at auction were ]-o-cs

on East Bay'and a ptantation, call-ed "BulI's," in St. Barthol-

omewrs Parish, belonging lo the estate of Col . Sfirving.16

At the auction, held on 16 February 1813, the property

in ladson's Court was sold to Thomas Rhett Smith for $4,500.

The plat annexed to the aieed shows the house, which by then

had acquirecl its Adarnesque bay on the west sidei two outbuiJ-dings

of brick anal one of wood; and a large garden with a smal1 bríck

structure, probabl-y a priwy, in the northwest corner. The house

was set slightly back from the court, with a semi-oval space

in front, and fan-shaped steps leading into the ho,rse.17

Thomas. R,. Srnith, planter, is l-isted as residing j-n ladson's

,^,^ 18uourl ].n rÕrj.

0n 1 February 181,1 , Ihomas Rhett Smith sold the property



to Hugh Smith for $12,000.19 s*itr,, a merchant, had his bus-

iness at ? Broacl Street and l-ived at 2 1'adson'20

Hugh Smith sold.the property to Thomas Napier, on l+ June

. 2'l
1821, for $12,000."' The sale was partly to pay off a iudge-

ment which had beeni;obtained against Hugh Smith by Napier and

Agnes Smith, who held a mortgage on the property, ancl by Alex-

ander Sinclair ancl Chartes Kidctell , other creditors of Hugh

Smíth, FolJ.owing the sale of the property to Napier' Agnes

Smith, along with Sinclair and Kid.deII , signed a quit-claim

deecl, releasing the premises from any clains on their part'

ott ¿/ ¿vne ro.L.

Napier,.'a Partner in

at 1? Ventiue Range, lived

He then solcl the ProPertY
tlt

7832 , for $9, ooo.'-

the:'lfirm of Napier, Rupelye & BeffIett '
2 '\,

in ladson's Court for several years.--

to Dr. Philip TidYman, on 2f APril

. Dr. Tidynan, a physician and planter, livecl at 2 Ladson's

court until at l-east TBug'25 He died in 1859' leaving to his

daughter, Susan lidyman, for and during her natural life' the

use of the house and lot in Ladson's Court, in which he hacl

residecl. The executors of his will were to keep the estate
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intact

was 'to

nieces.

pay..Jrer $3,000 a year. After her death, the property

solcl and the proceeds distributecl among Dr' Tidynan's

Miss Hester T. Drayton, who resicled at 2 Í'adson's

Court in t859, 1860 and 1861 , was pr:obably Susan Ticlyman's

)nguardian.¿/ Miss Drayton is listed as the "next fùiend'" of

Susan Tidyman, j-n a Court of Equity suit against the executors

of Tidyrnan's estate, brought on 2? May tB63' fhe bill of com-

plaint allegèd that because of the the current war' the income

fron the trust coulcl not be paid, and therefore it r'¡as neces-

sary to sell the property of lthe estate in order to provide for

Susan T idyman. The court, on 4 November 1863' ortiered' the prop-

erty so1d. Dr. Tidyman's executors accordingly soJ.d the prop-

.28
erty to A1lan Macfarlan, on 26 November 1863, for $19'000'-

Macfarlan cliecl in Chesterfield County in March' 1869'

leaVing a will directing that after payrnent of his debts' the

rest, ol' his estate was to be diviclecl among his several chi]dren.

HispersonalpropertyprovinginsufficienttopayMacfarlan's

clebts, the executors of his wíII filed suit in the Court of

Common Pleas, Chesterfielil County, asking that Macfarlan's real

estate be sold. Consequently, Vrlilliarn J' Har¡na, Clerk of Court

ancl

be

^/ao



of ChesterfièId county, was orclerecl to se1l the property at

auction in Charleston.29 The c6nduct of the sale was delegatecl

to R. M. Mãrshall & Brother, auctioneers'Jt George B' Edwards

bought the property at auction for a high bid of $14,600' on

J March tB97,t'

George B. Eciwarcls, president of the Exchange Banking and

Trust company of charleston, apparently never l,tved at 2 Ladson,

but residecl at 4 l,adson. At the time of EctwarclÉ' purchase of

the:property, it was the residence of the -Rev' Charles Cotes-

worth -Pinckney' rector of Grace Episcopal Church, iiv¡--o had been

there since' 1886. After Edwards' purchase of 2 laclson' the

property was listecl as "vacantfl in city directories untll' 7go5 '32

Ealwards, who had also acquired f,he lot to the west of 2

T,adson, fronting on Kíng street, which hail belonged to Macfarlan'

conveyeal to the City Council of Charleston in l8pl a 'strip ofl

land to extend f,adson's eôurt to King .Street, and to widen the

thoroughfare to JO feet.. The older part of the court was

'tr
widened al -the samè time, leaving the front steps of 2 Ladson

encroaching onerfoot onto the right of way. The deed providect

however, "that the present encroachment of about one foot upon

41



the. street made by the front steps of the dwelling house owned'

by mé on the north side of the street as now opened and next

East of my residence shal.J. be allowed to remain as they are

ancl shoulil the same at any time be remove'l or destroyed' they

may be ieplacecl by me or by rny heirs or assigns" 'so as to

óccupy the same position and space upon the street which they

1a
now occupy."JJ That provision has continued into the present

own"r"hip .34

Edwards, on 10 Decemb er !)O2, sold the property af 2

L,adson to l¡liltiam M, Bird, for $10,00o'15 Bird also bought

a court suít,.,however, as Anna P. Pickens, who held mortgages

on ghe property, filed for foreclosure ancl sale' On J Sep-

tember 1903, the Master in Equity sold the property to Bird

for an adclilional +g,5o0.36 Bird, on 28 March 1904, solcl

the property to Virginia B. Robertson, for $6,5oO ')7

. Mrs. Robertson and her husbancl, Jenkins M' Robertson'

fertilizer broker wilh offices at 16. Broad Street' livecl at

?R
Ladson Street for more than J0 years.--

Then, on 14 Septembet 1939, Mrs. Robertson sold the

property to B. owen Geer, Sr., for Ez5,ooo.39 Geer, president
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of Geer Drug Company, conveyed 2 1'aclson to his wife' louisa F'

Geer, on J March tgl¡z ,40 After her ¿eath in tg6? ' i,¡.eí'. child-

ren, B. 0wen Geer, Jr', and l'ouisa Patil]-o Geer Watdlaw ¡ sold

their interest in the properly to their father'41 He returnecl

the title to them on l1 Octob er 1969 '42

0n 21 November I)6), B' Owen Geer' Jr" and Louisa Patil1ö

Geer Vrlardlaw conveyed the property to the present owners¡ Dr'

and Mrs. Thomas R. rirlc]-and '4J

-LJ-



muF enp f IñTFIIP 11

The house at 2 T.,ad.son obviously started oul as a med'ium-

sized Georgian double house of two stories, with four rooms

to a floor, ctívid.ed by ai: c entral hal-1 and stairha-l-l '

The construclion clate of the original porlion of the

house cannot be determinecl, because of the scareity of records'

StyJ-istically, however, it belongs to the Georgian period and

was probably built before the Revolution, d'espite its absence

from the 17BB fire insurance maP.

The onJ.y documented owner of the property before the

Revolution was John Drayton, who acquired the l- and ín t746'

Drayton Hatl . However, the coincidence of 2 l-¡adson having a

drawing room overmantel with a broken pediment must be remarked

upon. At1 the major rooms at Drayton Hall have overmantels with

broken pecliments, but all of course of a much more elaborate

order than the one at 2 l,adson.

l lt

t 1t is possible he built the house, either as his 'bovrn residence

tI or as a rental property' Two ladson is obviously neither as

' grand. nor as fine architecturally as John Drayton's seat'



Theovernantetisinarectangularroomonthesecond.

level-, which assure'lIy was the original drawing room' The

mantel under the overmantel has crossettes in raised nolcling'

ancl consoles. Other Georgian mantels are founcl in the dining

room on the first level and in the original rear rooms ' The

overmantels in the rear' rooms on the first level have extreme-

ly wide board panels ' The clining room also has a cornice with

modillions and wainscotting with raisecl panels' in the Georgian

style. The rather elaborate main stàircase is also in the

Georgian style, but there is some question about its being

original .

At some point, the southwest front room on each floor

ryas expand ed to the west' encling in a three-siilecl bow' The

expanaled rooms were redecorated in the Aclarnesque slyle' with

thedownstairsroomsacquiringaparticularlyelaboratenantel

with ctassic figures in a tr iumphal march in lhe centerblock'

more classic figures in the cornerbfocks' swags in the frieze

andToweroftheWinclspilastersflankingthefireplaceopening.

Theder¡tilleclcorniceanctflat-paneledwainscotirgarealsoin

the Adamesque taste ' The expansion anct remodeling was accom-



plished. by 1811, as the bou appears on the house in a plat of

that yeâr .

At a later date, the house was remocleled in the Colonial

Revival style which. vas popular in the l8pos and early 1900s'

This was accomplished after the widening of ladson Street in

!893, as a pl-al of that tjme shows the hous.e with the'same

configuration as in 1BU, without the present shallow front

p iazza with its slender col-lonettes. The two story píazza,

now er¡closed, on the east Sid.e, the triangutar window in the

front ped.iment and the rear wing were probably'a1l contempor-

aneous. According to tradition, the rear wing was added by

the Robertsons, although a rear wing is shown on lhè Sanborn

insurance map in 1B!4. lnterior woo clwork in the rear wing is

typical of the period from c. 1900 to c. I)2O,

-r6-
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