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HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
C u n n i n g h a m - G o r d o n H o u s e a n d K i t c h e n H o u s e CERTIFICATION APPLICATION -
Property Name PART 1 N P S Off ice U s e O n l y 

Project Number: 

29 Charlotte S I r e e l , Cliarleston S C 2 9 4 0 3 | 

Property Address 

5. Description of phiysical appearance: 

29 Charlotte Street Is a three-and-a-half story Charleston single house, two bays wide with a two-tier piazza and a two-story rear extension. The 
main building was constructed of locally-made "Charleston gray" brick laid in Flemish bond, while the rear wing is laid in English bond. The 
raised basement has arched openings at the main house and brick pillars supporting the piazza. 

The hipped roof, with hipped dormers at facade, east, and rear and east elevations. Is clad in slate. Exterior ornamentation is restrained, limited 
to the sawtoothed brick cornice, jack arches and brownstone sills at the openings, a pronounced water table, and stuccoed bands below the 
chimney corbels. 

The deep piazza with Tuscan columns is a fine example of a locally characteristic architectural feature. The entry is set in a screen wall at street 
level, with the open second level topped by a paneled wood parapet. Inside the entry Is a wood stair to the piazza deck. Ceilings are paneled at 
the first level and flashboard at the upper level. The screen wall and entry were reworked ca. 1990 in a Federal style, replacing an earlier 
replacement of the original. The existing picket balustrade was also installed ca. 1990. 

The house retains a high degree of exterior integrity. Alterations have been limited to the piazza entry and a twentieth century frame enclosure, 
one bay deep, at the second level rear piazza. Ca. 1990 a multilight single-sash window was installed at the rear dormer, which was reworked 
with a gable roof. 

The interior retains its historic floor plan intact and a great deal of early fabric. The principal entry from the piazza has double paneled doors with 
a four-light transom. At the upper level is a single six-panel door with three-light transom. Similar transoms are found at the first level trench 
doors to the rear wing (kitchen) and south piazza. Heart-pine flooring and paneled doors remain in good condition throughout the interior. The 
first and second floors have molded cornices, and deep baseboards with caps are carried through all four levels. Cornices are more elaborate In 
the front rooms, and the bases more complex at the three primary floors. Mantel pieces have wide thin shelves, delicate entablatures, and 
applied Neoclassical-style ornament. 

Interior alterations have been minimal. A closet or powder room was built into the first floor stair hall, and the firebox, mantel, and any cornice 
have been lost from the second floor rear room. The rear wing and rear garret level have been reworked for use as kitchen and bathrooms. 
Only at these areas have most historic finishes been lost. (CONTINUED) 
Date of Construction: ca. 1815-1828 Source of Date: Poston. Buildings of Charleston, p. 597 
Date(s) of Alteration(s): ca. 1990 
Has building been moved? • yes (3 no If so, when? 

6. Statement of significance: 

29 Charlotte Street is an excellent example of a masonry Charleston single house with piazza. It retains integrity of location, design, setting, 
materials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and contributes to the significance of the Charleston Old and Historic District. The kitchen 
house is an integral component of the property, although it is not easily visible from the street. 

29 Charlotte Street was cited as "notable" in This Is Charleston (Carolina Art Association, 1944) and rated as Category 3: Significant in the 1973 
Feiss-Wright Inventory of Charleston. Category 3 is described as "Good architecturaKdjuality. Vernacular. Of less sophistication and refinement 
than "Excellent." Modest, appealing, curious, interesting. To be retained and protected." 

Historical Information 

29 Charlotte Street is thought to have been built in two stages, ca. 1815 and ca. 1828. In November 1815 Richard Cunningham, a planter with a 
town house on the north side of Charlotte Street, bought this lot for $1400. In September 1828 he sold it to John Gordon for $2000 as "all that 
lot of land with a large unfinished three-story brick house thereon." Gordon is assumed to have completed the construction. 

In 1836 Gordon conveyed the property in trust to his daughter, the wife of Francis M, Waring. Mrs. Waring's estate sold the property to William 
St. Julien Mazyck, Georgeotwn County rice planter, in 1851. Mazyck held it until 1873. 

7. Photographs and maps. 

Attach photographs and maps to application 

Continuation sheets attached: M yes • no 




