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News & Courier, 1/6/1926

BLANE NOT
PLACED FOR
BlG WRECK

——— e

Coroner’s Jury Returns Ver-
dict at Moncks Cornar
Regarding Deaths of
Railroad Men

— ——

HEARING IS COMPLETED

————
Engineers and Firemen Are
Killed When Trains Crash
in Head-on Collision
on December 24

Moncks Corner, Jan. 5. —8pecial:
Bhume for the death ot ln,\.mger\
1T Pagish and J. K (,umm‘np‘«
and Firemen Co A, Baxter and W,
R Willlams  which resulted ¢rom
the collision of two  Atlantic
Coast Line traing on the morning
of December 24, about. two miles
south of Moncks Corner was not
placed Ly the jury which rTesumed
the Inquest hers this afterngun
befora Acting Coroner H. W. Har-
vey, Jr., In the office of Octavus
Cohen

After a hearing which lasted for

Jmore than two hours the Jury

brought in “the following verdict

after being out bur a few min-

utes:
"That the sald M. T. Parrish.

J. E. Cunmumings, C. A. Baxter and

W. R. Williams came to . helr
death by a head-on collision ‘at
Jones' Mill about two miles south
of Moncks Corner, 8. €., between
train  No. 83 and Train No. 76
operated by the Atlantic Coast
Lin¢ Rallroad Company ou  the
mornlng of Decewmber 24, 19257

Thc_stute was - represented by
Mayor Thomas . Stoney, of

Charfeston, who conducted the. .

examination of all witnesses and
went into detall as to the cause

.ot the colliston which resulted "in

the death of the- four men and
the Injuring of many others.
Mayor . Stoney was requested | to
represent the Stawe Ly Solicitor
A. J. Hydriek, of . Qrangeburg,
solictor of the flrst circuit.
Points Brought Cnt.
It was ‘brought vut in the. tes-
timony that train No. 83 ran by
a - stop signal at >-sacke (.orner

arrd crashed head-on . with nor{h—.

boungd traln’ No, “76 “which hag -
rlgnt 00 way {rom' Astley Ju-

golng - in - both: directions’ betause
of a freight train wreck ‘6n: ‘the

north-bound - track™ - about - \vhert}-.

the colllslon occurred.
It veas.'also ‘brought. out ln‘

testinfony: that ‘the train crew ot'_
No: 85 had ‘not beén - notifled .'a

wreck had. occurred on the:north-:
bound “track and ‘that’ any noérth-
bhound train -wag being detoured
over the south-bound track. -~
According to the testimony ‘it
was algo brought out that no
other means than the red sema-
phore light was . used to stop
train No. 85 at Moncks Corner
which i1s a day''station and Mayor
Stoney nsked several of the. wit-
nesses' if it were not trué ‘that
the regulations of the company
required extraordinary precaution
when- orders weré issued from a
day station which had been opened
at night in case of an emergency?
They vreplied in the affirmative.
Those testifying at the fnquest
* :ire J. E. Carn, tratn dispatceher
at Charleston on duty at the time
of the wreck: H. . Lathrop.
conductor on train No. $3; K. N.
McTeer, station agent at Moncks

{ Corner: J. W. Edgerton. conductor

of train No. 76: Willlam Folk.
signal maintenance man at
Aoncks Corner: W. W. Willing-
ham, section master: F. A. Miller.

student operator, and H. G. Gorse. .

night watchman at a barrel fac-
tory at Moncks Corner.

Following is the personnel of
the coroner’s jury: J. Russell Wjl-
liams, foreman: Jamnes H. Harvey,
C. A. Jones. W. E. Bates, R. D.
Gullds ang G, E. McCormick.

Russell MeGowan and J. D. E.
Meser, of Charleston, assisted
Mayor Stoney while Simeon Hyde
represented  the  Atlantie  Coast
Line. Mr. Hrde made obhjections
to many of the «questions asked
by Mayor Stoney but his objec-
Tens weie  ovVer ‘uled v Ac:iingz
Coroner Harvey and th: eoxamina-
tion continued.

Mr. Carn on Stand.

3z Carzn, ‘train dispalcher, was
the first witness called 2nd said
he reported for duty at Charles-
tor ar mid or Decamber 23
and tha* Mr.
at Moncks
predecessor

eaxd ‘te (amea A
In'ukt Co...e. ahou

’w. v»maphnre 2nd ro
ad lizht wag boraing
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bound track ‘heing used for trains




