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OLD MABINE HOSPITAI,
20 Frankfin Street

Charleston, Charl-eston Eounty
South Carol-l¡a

Ow:aex: Jenkins Colored Orphaaage.

Date of Erection: Beflteen Ig2O a¡d 1g3O.

Architect: Robert I,fJ_Lfs (?).

Bullder:

hesent Condltion: Fair.

Nunber of Sto¡l-es: Three.

Mate¡ial-s of Constru.ction: B¡ick a¡d wood.

Othe¡ kfstine Records: See text.

Additíonal Data: See folì.owlng pages,



OLD ii{:rRINû HOSPITÀI
FRAÌ.IKLIN SïREET
cIIARülSTolT, S.C.

SURVEY l¡0. l5-l-0

This building is attrlbuted to Robert

Þrecise d.ate of erection is unknoqn and it

ì

IO.CHAß
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Hills. Its
is uncerta in

that lr,{l lls was the architect.
In the Bulletln of the University of Soùth Carolina,

rt7?, on I[iIIs, Mr. C. C. 111]-son states as follows:
rrlÍr. Schuyler ron internal evldence would ascribe to hin

the Branch L1int at ìIew Ûrleans, r built in IB35' and states

that he certainly buiLt jfarl ne Hospitals in Charleston antl

llew Orleans . Ttre Mr; Schuyler referred to was i'[r. ¡,Iont-

gornery Schuyler, who in 1910 in "ftre Âmefican rlrchitectrr

alevot eat one part of his article on the Greek RevivaL to

Robert MlIIs.
ldills himself, in his rstatlstlcs'r, makes o-4ly the fol-

Iowing ref erence ¡ nThe l,4€'ri ne llosoltal is located in the

xear of the Med.lcal College, wherê the sick stranger or

poor mariner is taken care of. The expenses of this

instit'rtion exceetl annually 51700 clollars. The number

admitted 296.n This world. fix the clate as prior to 1826

(tne time of publication of the "Statistics'r) but the

meager d.ata given woul-d irÌdicate that lrlills had not

designed this building as in his 'rStatisticsn he greatly

expands his remarks when d.escribing the buÍldings

designed. by hinself.
Howevet, comparison of certain mculdings indicates a

sijrilarity to and rel¿ltionship '¡iith those used on the

County Records Building, kno\vn to be by Ì{1IIs' and j.t



nay have been by hls hand.

This buildlng rvas in use as a

as 1849, as it is so lndicated on
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Ì{ar ine llospltal as late

a map of the clty lssued.

Àt some time subsequent to that date it passed lnto

other hands and finalty beoame the propérty of the Rev.

D. J. Jenkins, who converted it into a negro orphanage

and reformatory. Uncler srich cond.itions and use it has

suffered great deterioratlon, inuch terûporary rertodoling ancl

sub-d.ivision and al-so passed through a severe flre in the

winter of 1932-36. It 1s stlll oÌvned' by the Rev. Jenkins

and used as a negro reformatory school, but has been

condenned as unsountl since the fire, and may shortly be

/l ô ê +i^rrêd

SDurces of lnformation: rfstatist ics of South Carolinan,
by Robert lvtills' Eurlbut and.
Lloyd, CharLeston, 1826.
BuIIetin of the UnlversltY of
South CarolírLa #77 - Robert tIl1ls'
Architect - by C. C. 1{i1son'
Columbia, February' 1-919 ;
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MARINE HOSPITAL
Constructed l83l-34
20 Franklin Street
Robert Mills, architecq D. Homans, conh¿ctor

Robert Mills's Marine Hospital is Charleston's frrst public Gothic Revival st¡ucrure. Built by the
federaì govemment as a hospital for sick and disabled merchant seamen, the hospital has served as
a teaching hospital for the Medical University of South Carolina, a military hospital for tlte
Confederacy, a free school for black children, and an orphanage- Constructed while Mills was no
longer resident in South Carolina, his selection as architect was soon embroiled in the middle of a
political controversy. In 1820 Robert Mills, a native Charlestonian was asked to serve on the Board
of Put¡lic Works as a salaried acting commissioner for public buildings in the state of South
Carolina. The state had recently begun a series of ambitious building projects which included the
construction of canals, roads, dams, locks and bridges in order to facilitate trade between
Charleston and the upper part of tìe state. Mills had earlier designed the Circuìar Church in
Cha¡leston (1804, now destroyed), and the First Baptist Church, Chàrleston (f8lS-1822), and he was
eager to participate in the states progressive programs. In his larious capacities as acting
commissioner, supedntendent of public buildings and later consultant to the state, Mills was
responsible for the design and const¡:uction of fourteen courthouses, thirteen jails, the asylun for
tlre insane in Columbia, and tìe County Records Offrce and powder rr;agazine complex in
Charleston' With declining tax revenues in the late 1820s, Mills found it increasingly difficulr ro
Procure work and thus he returted to Baltimore in 1829. Shortly thereafter he began work for the
federal government.

Mills's association with South Carolina, however, did not cease at this time. In 183I Conqress
apProPriated funds to be used for t-Ile construction and operation of a marine hospital in Charleston.
Several architects submitted plans, and the City Council chose those submitted trf Frederick Wesner,
a locaÌ architect. For unstated reasons the secretary of the treasury overturned the decision of the
Charleston City Council and instead chose the design submitted by Mills. The federal goverrrment
had specifred that not more than $12,500 was to be ãxpended in thé erection of the building, but all
t¡e estimates from Charleston contmctors averaged nearly $20,000 for tl¡e construction of iVesner's
building. Mills t¡en contacted a local Washington D,C. cont¡-actor whose bid for tlle work on
Mills's buildiDg in Charleston was only $12,100 which in itself might explain the secretary,s
decision.

Such an action taken by the federal qovernment soon added fuel to tìe the fire of the Nullifiers in
South Carolina. Angered by t].e Taritrs Acrs of 1824, 1828 and 1832 which protecred northern
indust¡ies at the expense of southern agricultural production, many South Carolinians argued for a
nulliFrcation of the tariff laws within the state of South Carolina, or secession if necessary One of
tleir concerns was the increasing outflow of capital to northern bankers, factors, mechanics, and
merchants. Despite Milts being bom in Charleston and having only having left South Carolina
two years earleir, he was portrayed by the Nullifiers as an outsider perhaps because of his
connection with leading Unionist organizer, Joel R. Poinsett. The snubbing of local contructors
even more angered local nullifrers. The states rights' Mercury editorialized,

The plan drarvn by Mr. Mills is objectionable in itself, not being suitable to the
climate, and much more expensive t¡an that drawn by Wesner, which united both
tàese advantages of suitableness to the climate and cheapness..,An allusion is made
to one of the letters of the Secretary fof the Treasury] to Mr. Mills as an
architect....What are the qualifrcations of this gentleman I am not disposed to
enquire, but it is known that he drew the plan and superintended the erection of the
Lunatic Asylum in Columbia, for which $30,000 was appropriated, but which cost
$100,000, and is not finished. The Fireproof Building in this city, and tl e fpowder]
magazines on the Neck are further examples of difference between his calculations
arìd actual cost...It should be remarked, tÀat the only difficultv in the wav of our
mechanics getting this job. was the plan of Mr. Mills.



The Washinston contractor came to Charleston only to discover tl¡at he too was unable to build the

i;;t,"1'i;;".tr;-"oã"ìã.¿ grZ,roo. The difference, Íro*"o.., was t1 at he was able to convince the

i;ãå*l ;";.;*Jnt to ,p.r,d .r,other g5000, furrher angering rhe nultifrers. The focus on the

coliticaËaspects of this åommission deflected attention from its contributions to urban planning'

5i,".-,.á ;ã;;- rh; District jail and ttre Medical College of South Carolina (now destro;ed), near

the Work House and the Pooi House, the Marine Hospital consolidated use of this area of
Charleston for penal, medical and charitable functions'

While the Nullifrers complained of the building's design,.Dr' William G' Ramsey described the

hospital in 1836 as .'a commodious and airy builäing, fõnting the west....wi_th-double piazzas to t1 e

"ãr'Ut, 
Lra¡, ånd west, which are appropriáted to th-e use of the patients"' -U-form 

in plan' the

marine hospital is wrapped in gothic ornament such as lancet arches and cluster columrìs

,"pp".n"S ah" pi-"u".'it r.måed in use as a hospital until the end of the Civil War , an<l then as

u i...a-ä't scirool, a library, orPhanage and governmental ofÊces'

Sources:
Bryan, John M., ed. Robert Mills. A¡chitect.



MARINE HOSPITAL

zu ¡ ranKr.an bt.reec

An early and successful example of adaptíve use for
Charleston is Robert Mill-s' Marine Hospital, the drawings
for which he had completed by 1831. It v/as constructed
for its so-named use, served. mainly victims of yelfo\"/
fever, but has also been the home of the Jenkins Negro
Orphanage, and was restored more than 30 years ago as
offices for the Housing Authority of Charleston.

The buil-ding was originally double its present size,
with two long wings projecting from the reari these were
removed because of extensive fire damage when the building
was restored. Mills built a series of these structures
across the United States and utifized some version of the
Gothic for aLl of those whose pJ.ans rernaÍn. His Chartéston
hospítaI expresses the Gothic only gently, with pointed
arches in the end pavilions, in the lights over'doors and
windows, and in the clustered columns of the doubfe-tiered
gallery above the arcaded basement. The stair projection
to the rear of the structure dates from Èhe restoration.

Mil-Is also worked on the nearby County Jail build-
ing. First constructed about l-803, it was then added
to by Míl1s in the mid l-820s, but remodelled by Barbot
and Seyle about l-855. Although Mills is believed
responsible for the rear or south wing, it cannot be
determined who is the real- author of this crenellated,
brick and stucco structure.

w.H.J.T.
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