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THE CREVJ oF cAR 43 PAUSE FOB A PHOTO ON

|\IEETtNG ST. NoRTH oF WHIrE PoINT GARDENS

AT THE BATTERY. THE "LooPÛ slGN lNDlcArÊs
THE cAR WILL TRAVEL OVER THE BELT LINE.
THls v/as A BRrLL sEl'¡tCoNVERTIBLE BlJlLr lN

1904 nro HAS trs wtNoows PARTIALLY wlrH-
DRAWN tNTo rHE RooF sroRAGE AREAS' BRILL

2l-E rRUcK. s. c. E. & G. co.

Charleston &West lndian Exposition, as ¡twasknown when
it opened in 1902, saw anolher massive surge of visitors
lo the c¡ty. Ïhe cars ran direct from the two ra¡lroad sla-
tions to the fairgrounds (known today as Hampton Park)
while maintain¡ng nearly normal service on the other l¡nes.

The Consol¡daled built a new power plant near Washing-
ton Race Tback to l¡ght "The lvory City" which was the
popular name for the all-wh¡te exposition buildings which
were ¡lluminated by both electric arc and incandescenl
bulbs. The nightly speötacle of the brilliantly lit buildings in

an era when dim gas lights and candles were still common
was impressive to the 674,000 v¡sitors who came to the
16

expos¡tìon grounds betlveen December 1, 1901 and N,4ay

31, 1902 including the Pres¡denl of the Uniled Slates,
Theodore Roosevelt.

When the Chaf eston Union Station was built ¡n 1907,

streetcar tracks were buill along Easl Bay to the new ter-
minal and exisling lracks on Line Street at the old Southern
Ra¡lway stal¡on were removed.

Normal patronage was boosled 10 unusual peaks on.
non-business days and during off-hours by special evenls
like Gala Week, baseball games, the arr¡val ot the circus,
Memorial Dây and olher holidays when people rode up the
peninsula to Chicora Park, the location of the present day
Navy Yard. Here lhe company built a dance pavilion,

a modest zoo, and a band shelter which offered weekly
concerts supported by the Consolidated. This advertise-
menl from an August" 1902 Ìssue oilhe Charleston Evening
Post solicited altentìon to the heallhful benefits of an ex-

cursion to the park: "Saturday fares to Chicora Park w¡ll

be reduced. Such an out¡ng will be beneTicial to little chil-
dren. The bracing ride through the country with the breeze
generated by the running of the car has saved many a l¡fe.

Sickly children are always more cheerful and ch¡rpy after
the ride than they were before iÎ was taken."
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THts MAGNTFtCENT vtEW sHows fHE CHARLESToN STREET

RArLWAYrs [y'ÉErrNG STREET BARN ABour ]898. CrosEo
cAR 23, IDENTIcAL WITH THE ,ICHICORA'', AND A TWIN

CAR WHOSE NUMBER lS OBSCURED BRACKET EIGHT:-BENCH

OPEN CAR 51. PECKHAIV TRUCKS, FTEd BCNNETt.

r-..*j.,{ç¿"¡ird:r:.i¡aù¡fi4'4iø1*¡!¡+Þts'ià{r.J,s¡1ßtþS,{¡ri-hücili¡FìfÞÉltì



CAR 36 oN THE coNTtNUAltoN oF

Meer¡He Srneet !{As tSoLATED BY

THE DOWNING OF THE ÍROLLEY
ovERHEAD rN THE l9l1 sroRN.1,

S. C. Power Co.

The Charleston Navy Yard purchased several parcels of
land ¡ncluding part of the Chicola Park oh 12 August 1 901
as the first step in establishing the new facility. By .1910

when the firsl sh¡p was drydocked, some 300 employees
served the yard. This grew to 800 in 1915 and swelled
during the World War to a max¡mum force of 6500 in
November of 1918.

M¡nor league basebaìl was played al a field owned by
the street ra¡lway at Shepard and lvleeting streets, near
the car barns, and at Hampton Park, near the Cìtadel.
Both locations were served by spec¡al cars at these t¡mes.

The f¡rst oresident of the CCRG&E was Dr. J. S. Lawn
rence, who died in office in 1899. He was followed by
Franc¡s K. Carey in 1900, and by P. H, cadsden in 1902.
l\4r. Gadsden served the CCFG&E, and its successor
the Charleston Consolidated Ra¡lway and L¡ghting Co. as
president unt¡l 1926.

CHARLESTON CONSOLIDATED RAI LWAY
AND LIGHTING COMPANY

The Charleston Consol¡daled Railway& Lighting Com-
pany was chartered on 20 [,4ay 191 0. The company pro-
posed to operale street railways ¡n Charleston, N,4ount
Pleasant, and Moullrieville (Sullivan's. lsland), and an
electr¡c railway through lvlount Pleasant to N/oultrieville
over Sull¡van's lsland to, lhrough, and over the lsle of
Palms. L¡nes were also to be operated from Charleston to
the U.S. Navy Yard in North Charleston. ln add¡tion a
steamboat ferry was to connect Charleslon with Mounl
PIeasant.

The company leased the propert¡es of the Charleston
Consolidated Railway Gas & Electr¡c Company on 2'l J une
1910 and assumed operat¡ons overthe slreets of Charles-
ton, including the l/ount Pleasant lo Isle of Palms line.
ln an art¡cìe prepared for lhe Electric Ra¡tway Journal,
the company described Charleston of 1911 as a cily

of 65,000 people located on a peninsuìa one and a half
miles wide by three miles long. Here the company oper-
ated 41 miles of trackage distributed over six l¡nes: five of
lhese were c¡ty lines operating w¡thin the ô¡ty lim¡ts, and
the sixth was a suburban line runn¡ng north to the Charles-
ton Navy Yard. A sevenlh l¡ne known as the Seashore
Divisìon was operated semi-independently as it was
isola'ted from Charleston by the Cooper River. Connection
to the Seashore Division was made us¡ng two ferryboats
which crossed from a Charleston wharf to the Seashore's
p¡er on Hog lsland near Mount Pleasant, near the base of
the present day Cooper Fìiver lvlemorial Bridges.

Th¡rty-one cars were used on the six c¡ty lines: #1 East
Bell; #2 West Be¡t; #3|\ifeeting; #4 King and Broad; #5
Rutledge Avenue North; and #6 Suburban and Navy Yard
l¡ne. A seven-minute schedule was provided on lines 1 and
2, wh¡ch circled the city in opposite directions on the sâme
long trackage, wh¡le ten-m¡nu1e service prevailed on the
other city lines. Small 2sjoot s¡ngle'truck cars were used
for this service on the cily lines, while the Belt lines used
32-seat Brill semi-convertible 28joot cars. The lalest ex-
lens¡on of city service was over a new four m¡le line to the
norihwest suburbs wh¡ch term¡nated at Schuelzenplatz
park afler passing by Hampton City Park.

Allhough the stale segregation laws called for separa-
t¡on of the races only on the suburban lines over five miles
long, the company by agreement wilh the city d¡d not allow
wh¡te and coloÍed passengersto sit together. However the
CCF&L did not employ the use of movable partilions
which were ìn use in other soulhern c¡ties, but instead
rel¡ed on an honor system enforced by the conduclor.

The Suburban& Navy Yard line had different operations
to accommodate rush hour serv¡ce to and from the large
Government fac¡lìty wh¡le segregating the two races.
Rush hour on this line was belween 6 and 7 AM and 4:30
and 6;30 PM. Separate cars were used to conlrol segrega-
t¡on w¡th groups of six cars regularly d¡spatched ìn rush
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hours on 15-minute headways protected by electr¡c
signals provided by U.S. Electr¡c S¡gnal Block Company.
Three of the s¡x cars in a section were assigned lo each
race. Later in the day, four-car sections were dispatched
w¡lh two cars for each race and single cars were run at
half-hour ¡ntervals lhrough'the rema¡nder of the day. ln

lhis serv¡ce wh¡'te and colored passengers sat on e¡ther

s¡de of the cenler aisle.
F¡fteen Briìl sem¡-convertible s7-foot double truck cars

were used on the Suburban l¡ne operating from the Battery
at the foot of l\4eeting Street, e¡gh't miles to the Navy Yard
ìn a mere 45 m¡nutes. The latest cars assigned lo lhis
serv¡ce in 191 1 were s¡x Brill 46-fool convertible cars w¡th

slat seats for 56 patrons.

The Seashore Division was another line w¡th unique op-
erating conditions. The ferrys "Lawrence", wh¡ch could
hold 1500, and "Sappho", wh¡ch could only carry 750
passengers, departed the oppos¡te terminals at fifteen
m¡nute intervals. The mild winter at Charleston was suf-
ficiently chill enough to discourage a beach.rtrade and only
the Sappho crossed the Cooper River from Oclober 1o

April.But summer traffic between May 15 and Septem-
ber 15 was heavy and taxed lhe capacity ofthetwo feries.
A round trip to the end of the trolley l¡ne plus the two fei'ry

zo

crossings was a mere 30 cents for the 22 mile ride wh¡ch
took forty minutes from Charleston to the lsle of palms
terminal, passing through the town of N/ount pleasant,

crossing the lnter-CoastalWaterwayon a swing bridge, and
lraversing the length of Suil¡vans Island and a third of the
ìsle of Paìms to the beach pavil¡on and amusement Dark.
Sunday and holiday service ¡n the summer varied from
3500 to 5000 passengers a day.

ThÌs line too had lhe car movements protected by U.S.
Electric Signal Block equipment. N¡neteen 4o-passenger'
double truck cars plus anolher n¡neteen 4o-passenger
double truck trailers were used on the Seashore line. In
addition, there weretwo box cab freight mo'tors with G E-57
motors andtwo flattrailers usedto haulfreight cars and LCL
packages to Sull¡vans lsland and the park on the lsle of
Palms. Southern Express Company operated overlhe line
and U.S. [,4ail was carried al 3 cents per pouch-mile.

The park at the lsle of Palms had a 1000 by 140 foot
dance pav¡lion for 'l5OO couples to "do the Charleston''.
Some 2000 seats suÍrounded the dance floor, Nearbywere
a hurdy gurdy and a ferris wheel. The l\4etz M¡l¡tary Band
gave regular concerts on the weekend to enlertain the
bathers, while Hotel Seashore accommodated 300 guests,
¡ncluding those who had come from beyond Charleston .t.
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Tu,o wTRESI DE oPEN cARs WERE

BOUGHT FROM Ll, G. Bntrr r ¡.r

19@ ¡¡ro NU|iÍBERÉD loi AND 102,
\¡üHrLE Two srM¡LAR FULL coNVER-
TIBLE CARS WERE LAIER PUR-
CHASED, THESE REMATNED tN THE

IWO-OF-A_K IND CATEGORY. BriII
Magazine.



by tra¡n to spend more than a day at the beach. Mrs.
Hilda Murphy of Orangeburg recalled that as a teenager,
she and her parents often travelled Trom Orangeburg over
the Southern Ra¡lwäy for a weekend at the shore.

A new extension of the company's lines was completed
in October 191 1 . lt ran from Magnolia Cemetery on the
l\4eetingStreet Extension near lvlount Pleasant Street to the
Charleston Country Club on the Cooper Fiver at Bel-
vedere Plantation.

ln 1910 the line had operated 43 miles of track using 84
motor¡zed cars, eight trailers, three fre¡ght cars, one work
car and four flal cars. Four years later, the l¡ne operated
35 miles of track w¡th 63 motors, six lrailers, one fre¡ght
car, andoneworkcar. By 1922, the company was operaìing
39 m¡les of track with.69 motor¡zed streetcars. A Vear later
they were operating cars of f¡ve different series. The

THE CHARLESToN PoYvER HousE As
rr APPEARED aaour 1898. Fred
Bennet ¿,

company was aÞle to provide a special car for charter
serv¡ce using one of the cars which had been retired.
Decorated w¡th colored lights,lhe seats of this extravagant
veh¡cle were covered w¡th an emerald velour upholstery.
ln add¡t¡on, a trailer could be atlached beh¡nd the charter
car to provide refreshments and to carry a string quartet
for mus¡cal entertainment. La Dolce Vita.

Act 2 signed on 12 FeÞruary 1913 authorized the
CCRG&E, which was still under lease to the CCR&L, to
sell the former Seashore Division lCharleston & Seashore
Railroad) includ¡ng the wharf al the foot of Gaillard Streel,
east of Concord, in Charleston. The sale was made to lhe
newly organized Charleston-lsle of Palms Traction Com-
pany. Th¡s organ¡zat¡on operated lhe line for many more
years as an independent venture.
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The CCR&L Co. began work on a new two mile ex-
'lension from the end of the Navy Yard l¡ne into North
Charleston Ín January of .1915 and opened the line for
serv¡ce in lale April. Th¡s line became the longest on the
system and served to open the North Charleston area for
develoDment.

The huricane which slruck Charleston on 15, 16 and
17 July 1916 forced the company to suspend servìce in

the c¡ty when the winds (reported to be 60 mph) tore
down the trolley wire ¡n several places. Such storms
were annual problems, bul lew had lhe severity of this one.

World War lwas threatening in the latter part of 1916
when the company decidedtodouble trackthe Navy Yard
l¡ne from Five lvlile House to the Navy Yard, a distance of
one and a half miles, to handle the ¡ncreased c¡vilian work
forcês at the gove¡'nment facility. The new trackage was
completed ¡n March 191 7, as was the double track¡ng of
the Clements Ferry Road line constructed at the same
time. A new substation began operations in December on
Clements Ferry Road between Five Mile House and Oaks
Curve.

The CCR&L issued tokens of wh¡te metal 16mm in d¡-

ameter as a convenience during the war years to increase
the speed of load¡ng wh¡ch had delayed the cars overly
long al the Navy Yard durìng shift changes.

CAR 69, BUtLr By CTNcTNNATT tN l-9ll AND

tvouNTED oN A BRrLL 2l-E TRUC(, WAS ONE

OF THÉ FIRST FULL-VES'I IBULÊD CARS ON THE

SYSTEI.¡. IT WAS OPERATED BY TWO I,4EN AND

ÊNTERÉD FROM THE REAR, S. C. POweT CO.

Thecompany foundthatlhe Navy Yard line required more
and more cars 10 handle the shift changes of war produc-
lion workers. ln 1917, the CCRG&E purchased s¡x
second-hand cars 1o supplement the equ¡pment, but
even thiswas not enough. ln November 191 7, the company
¡eased one motorized car and five trailers from the Charles-
ton-lsle of Palms Traction Co for the winter. Ohe C-IOPT
palronage dropped dramaticalìy every winter as only local
resìdents rode the cars.) ln May 1918 the leased equip-
ment was relurned. ln Augusl l91 8, the company received
I6 center entrance steel cars from the Cincinnati Car Co.
Equipped with multiple unit feaiures, sjx of the cars were
motorized and the other ten were trailers. The 41{oot
cars were purchased for the long. ¡,4eet¡ng StreelNavy
Yard linewh¡ch hadsteadily increasing loads. Thesame car
order included ten small 28joot Birney cars wh¡ch were
1o be used onthe Broad Street Crosstown line andthe Kino
Street L¡ne.



Rieht: CAR IO]. ORIGINÀLLY HAD

OPEN VEST IBULES BUT WAS

REBUILT. IT IS SHOWN HERE ON

LOWER MEETING STREET NEAR THE

BAfTERY, HEADING FoR THE NAVY

YARD. S. D. Maguire.

Below: CAR 134 wAS BUILT BY

BRTLL rN LAÍE 1909 AND wAs
OR IGINALLY A FULL CONVERTIBLE

WITH OPÊN PLA-fFORMS. BY THE

TIME THIS VIEW WAS MADÉ AT fHE

MEETING SI. BARN, BOTH THE

VESTIBULES AND BODY HAD BEEN

lNcLosED. S. C. Power Co.

The Navy Yard Line was subsidized in 
.1918 

so that the
fare from the Battery at the foot of Meeting Street to the
NavyYard in North Charleston was only 5ç dur¡ng the rush
hours. This served as an inducement for workers in the
cìty to travel to the distant navy facility.

Streelcar revenues reached a peak on the Charleston
lines in 1921 , and declined thereafter as pr¡vate autonro-

b¡les came into oooular use. ln 1922 the fare schedule was
complexto cover several contingencies. Regular adultfare
wasTC withchildren under 11 paying 3C. Tickets, however,
were sold Tor adult rides at four for 25C (a lhree cenl sav-
ings). Employees of the company could also get tickets at
a discount, but different values for office workers and car-

barn employees. A spec¡alform tickel was used on thetwo-
zone North Charleslon line. Round trìp forms were sold Tor

20C inslead of the 28ê ¡f paid individually for each zone,
but the special tickets were only acceptable between 5:40
and 8:30 am and 4:20 ând 6 pm. In addition, they were
available only in licket books of s¡x round lr¡ps for $1 .20
whìch covered one work week.

ln the mid-.l920s the company had 33 one man cars in
operat¡on. King Streel continued'to be a problem since this
main shopping slreet was only 35 leet wide curb to curb
from Caihoun south to Broad and even narrower from
Broad to Battery.



THE 300 SERTES CARS WERE

MO-IOR AND TRA IL CARS

BU rLT BY CTNctNNATt rN

L9Ì8 FoR NavY YAR0 sER-
V ICE IN N4IJLT IPLE UN IT
rRArNs. CAR 316 rs sHowN

AT [,4EET rNG Sr. BARN.

S. C. Power eo.

THE tNTERtoR oF cAR 315
S HO\'{S fHÊ FUNCTIONAL
CHARACIER OF THESE CARS.

NorE THE lr¡otoRv¡tlrs cAB.
H. E. Cox
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THE STREET CAR ROUTES IN CHARLESTON

UNDERWENT A N¡AJOR REVISION IN 1923 AS A

RESULT OF A STUDY AìllED AT IIVPROVING

SERVICE, REDUCING CONGESTION' AND LOWER_

ING OPERATING COSTS. THE l\,4AP ON fHE LEFÍ
SHOWS SERVICE AS IT ÊXISTED BEFORE THE

CHANGE, THE ONE ON THE RIGHT SHOWS SER_

vrcES PRovIDED lN 1927 ' Elec¿ric Railwav
Journal,

SOUTH CAROLINA POWER COMPANY
The South Carolina Power Company took over the

operalions of the Charleston Consolidated Failway and
Lighting Company in 1927. The new company was in-
corporated in December'1926, headed by B. A. Hagood
âñ.1 qt¡ 

'ârt a^ñ^ôr
The SCP found f¡ve different types of streetcars in

service when it took over the Charieslon property. Ïhe
company remodeled several of the old cars to one-man
operadion, purchased new improved Birney safety cars,
addecì some double lruck cárs in good condition and re-
tired the older cars to reduce operat¡ng and maintenance
costs. The standard car color was changed by 'the SCP
to a þright orange and the first car to pass through the

26

paint shop was run for three days in regular sebvice oQ

each of the five c¡ty lìnes to promote the new image.
Track was reconstructed as'lhe City of Charleston

began a four-year paving program, and single track was
subsl¡iuted on several former double track lines where
patronage no longer supported heav¡er service.

The shop force was reduced from more than b0 men in
1923 lo aboul 28 men ¡n 1927 to reduce the overhead.
The company was able to boast of one shop employee
for every 47,000 passenger car-m¡les operated versus
the one man per 22,000 that had held jobs four years

earlter.
But all of these measures: new cars. new lrack, new

image, and reduced workìng force merely delayed the
inevitable convers¡on to buses which had no need for the
fixed olant of raìls and overhead w¡re.

:iþ



Arvosr, our Nor Qu trE A BTRNEY,

cAR 209, sHowN HERE tN BorH
INTÊRIOR AND EXTERIOR VIEWS WAS

BUrLT BY CTNctNNATT rN 1918 AND

REPRESENIS ONE OF THE EARLIÊR
SINGLE-TRUCK L IGHTWE IGHT
DESIGNS WHICH WOULD GAIN POPIJ-

LAR ITY WIfH SI.,1ALL_TOWN SYSTEIV.S

AFTER WORLD V,/AR L H. E. cox.

|n 1928, Commonwealth and Southern Corporat¡on, a
holding company controlling street and interurban railways
¡n MÌchigan, lllinois, lnd¡ana, Georgia, Mississ¡ppi and
Ohio, purchased control of South Carolina Power, SCP
was then merged w¡th other C&$controlled properties
in South Carol¡na, ¡nclud¡ng Augusta-Aiken Railway and
Electr¡c Corp., Georgia-Carolina Power Company and
Edisto Public Service Coro- under the SCP name.

Compared w¡th other small Southern properties, Char-
leston relained its commitment tÕ street cars lonqer than

most. No bus service was provided to supplement or
suppìant lhe cars until 20 January 1934 when the long

Suburban line to the Navy Yârd and the Meeling Slreet
line, which followed lhe same route for virtually its entire
lengrh, were abandoned and bus service substituted.
The congesled streets ol downtown Charleston led to
increased pressure to get rid of the remaining cars and a

new 2s-year franchise granted by the c¡ly in Augusl 1937

was aimed at getting rid of ihe cars as soon as possible.

The remaining lines were abandoned on 10 February
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1938, the last car running inlo the car barn at Meeting and

Bomney Streets al 5 PM. The occas¡on was celebrated by
a oarade and brass band earlier in the week.

The News & Cour¡ü pr¡nted a poem the nexl day:
Perhaps I'm just old fashioned
but my heart is sore w¡thin.
I'm gr¡eving for the streetcars
in sDile of clamor and din.
I'm think¡ng of thal welcome sound
when a restless night is o'er,
the comfort of thal early car
as it passes by my door.
I'm thinking of the men who drive
the¡r patience and their cheer.
How they must have grown to love ¡t

and-l f¡nd I shed a tear.
't¡s hard to see the old things go
to make a way for new.
tho buses may be very grand
here's, old streetcars, to you

CAR 3f3 "V'l!irrE ExpREss'r ro rHE NAVY YARD

WAITS FOR ITS CREW AT THE MEETINC STREEi

BARN AND 5HoPS. SCER&G Files.

ïhe Mcclure Murder Case was perhaps unique in the
annals of the electr¡c streetcar in Amer¡ca. Although
fiction authors had used fhe device of murder on a trollev
(Ellery Queen solved one such murder which occuned oÃ
ihe 42nd Streel Crosslown Line ¡n New york City ¡n one
of his eaÍliest books), few murders actually occurred ¡n
lhislypeof publicvehicle. However, in Charleston onedark
December night ln 1936, the exper¡enced motorman,
Grover P. McClure nearedtheend of the l¡ne as three shots
echoed through the car and Mcclure fell dead as the car
ground to a stop. H¡s estranged wife fled the scene and at
home a few hours lated, fatally wounded herself. Before
dy¡ng she confessed the crime and said she oreferred
to die with her husband than to live aoart.

2S
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rFOP PICTURE al the lêft shows thÞ ca
r ts bcins remodeled to servì'e aaso)ir
blockêd in King St¡eet bv automobile pro:
tos.) {JNDÐRNÈÂT}[: A bus of the tl
bere to replace the trolley ca¡s and anbere to replace the trolley ca¡s and an
vesêtaËle booth at ltei-iot siÌeet. This is
stÈét car, the €û¿I of \\'hich çho\r's i¡ lhi
tuie. -TOP RIGI{T: l¿¿Iv pa.l¡s fare to thr
nia¡, n¡epayment car. BELOW folding
p¿sseneier. (Three latt"t plotos bv Paul:

t.
hiltlren q¡eÎe .given a- ride around luq r

Âe "beìt' á3 a special lrÞa{. The lthe
ieat jrDprovement ln lhese cårs I lslal
¡as the Þolisheal wood elbow rests l"Bol
n ths windows; | ¡
Charìcstonìãns reaardletl as a¡ | Di

i"rãi"ã I "'¡¡""""e 
-rl'è inaugura- lshot

ion ot Ihe Iilst pre-pâimeÌL cals lwer'
i ìr'ä Ëärt lì;ì. ,i"¿ ià'¿ iL would ltrail
"vã.-*ã"L. 

Þrior ro ttat, the con- l- o
;ài;";;;A to $ait until ìhe pas- lPre:
enei:r was sêated' then come in llrot
.äa-iãrr*"t tt'" ø*. lrhè

Jus[ lìetore the V¡orl¿t \Áar, the lgla:
ri'* "ti."i 

ìine erev in use ãnd á lonr
arÞ; .loúbìe-trìrckÞd steel car 'wÂr ltì'a'
o,¡Ù into use oìr that linÞ. Sereral lun(
iears aso. these wPie Pul on the I a
strbìrrban line. a-nd wÞrê soìd as jùnk ìsea
;:¡;; yä;'i;a;" v'hen thev we¡e lbul
renlhcêà bv busÞs, lfgl

Onê-Mãn Cârs Câme lñ lcrrl
on r¡e navv Yard IiDe, which Ia- ltha

tei-¡ãi- "ii"ä¿äa 
to Nôrrh char- I T

leston. lârse double-tru.kê¿I ¡aÎs l)nt
arr¡aÏs we¡ì usêd after the horse- lcer
ãåi= "*"r. iãpla"e¿ when labor be- lten
ããi"e ""ãià 

o'.r"ine ihe world !ça¡" lejs
the comp¿ny ordered the presenl lon
iteet one-mán cars, B_hich now op- lsiv
ãiãil -ã" t¡e Belt line, and somelln
laree doublê-truclìÞd cênter-en ' I 

sÞâ

üãice steel cars fo¡ ihe subLrrbân lto
ü;;. - 

lfrô-^'îäbo¡ 
orotested.'aså.inst the one. I I

man caré, but h€lp \1,as
thal the protêsl¡blÞw over. Thc l'â.'
cars were nol deìivered uniil so late laa
Ithat by lbe tiYrìe Lhey arri\'Þtl thÊ lerr
lne.essity for theh ùse FaF

I Thè ceDtèr-etrtrânce iaÌs q'ere to lDe
IoDerate ln tÉins óT four' \r'ith one lI€
lmoto¡man irì the fiïst car and a IDC
lcondùctor in cåch. Eaôh .ar h¿d â I

lüotdr. hbÍ'ever. TbeI never' $erc loI
I oDerated in tr'âjns or rnore rhan lln
Itñrdp, an¿ it Eäs not lons befor€ lDr
imost of thêm we'e ln ilrê b¿rn il' la¡
I storaÈe and so¡ie of them were bê- lst
li^s sñipped to otl¡er cities l9l
I These were the last new cars l:Jr
lpu¡chasea. As the old rvooalen cars 

lD:lwo¡e out. seconal - hanil steel cais
lìi'åiã p'.år,àjãa ri"'ü Ëo"tãi'. -r'".^ | ¡
llinès were bein8 taken uÞ. lll
I OÂ the Isle of Pâlms line, a ljsh!- lll
ler car wai ìrsed. Many ot the .ars lll
l\rere built ås lråiìers ând lrad lro lll
lmotors. The custor4 $'as to ìrse an lll
lu¡even ¡umbe¡ of cars, all but lbe lll
I rast car tr¿velins in pai¡s. as alt lil
lears ran only \fhen the boat âr- lll
lrived or sâiì.êd, thÞJ liÂed up at lll
lone end or lhe otber of the llhe. ll I

,""" 

tot*n* a''''eq Ei4EYreiok 

:il

to,tlie lirll,fu¡y ofrthe e,le-
Thdre nìas but one troll€-v

rd.the c¡,nduótor haal to !trl1
:hê vl¡e ât the eûtl of t¡eOnce tlìe acme. of progress, :he JoÞe¡¿te th€m. I .

'eet car has become an anachrorri The reâson for the ls.ttêi pro-
n and the put¡lic clàmors with lviêion ùds that there r¡aÊ ln op-
e same noise vith vhich it sought Ieratlon at that tilne ín the cftr¡:ài-
e street car foÉ1' veårs aso fo¡ lother street râ +âv com;an\'.

tk ârouûd ìrith it to tllê
the car alldl reverse it.'

coùncil on lua¡ch 2?, 1901,
e street car foÉy yeårs ago fo¡ lother street raili'ay compa.iy,
rreÞlacement by sasoline buses. lknovn as t11e .Ente¡ùrise- ,Thi!

rolleyË Which Displaeed Horse Cars Now to
Givê Way to Gasoline Buses After :

Forty Years of Service Here' .

Ihe old street car ba¡n ls belngi lwâs iû opera.tion. The chå.rter wâs
lere¿l for use as a bus baln. lrene1veal December 17, 1881; anal on
A pãrt of it is bèing torn alown. lDecembet 22, 1888, the stock ças
Le ¡usty rails on Bhich yellow l¡ealuceal tb $100,000, Id green electÌic cars have beeD I lt was. Janùa¡y 4, 1894, thå.t the
nn¡ng for four decades soon willlcomp4ny obtåired authoriLy to elec-

taken up, and lhe ¿utomotJile Itrify its system end to issue bonds
ivel'will he¿ve â siBh of relief, lnot exceeding 91,000,000. Àt that
,r a feç yèa¡s, â.fer sad memeû- ìtime the charter lias ¡eneive¿l for
:s of the elect¡is street c¿ir will lthì¡1y years; anal the iornpàny. wa.s
rvive in tbe fo¡ír ct hainbúrgèr leiven the Ìigìt to s:enerare ãnd
.nts and :ruit slarìds, air.l then lsupply lighr, Þowêr ¿nd heat. and
ey will rust aíd be sdd as i.unh. I to :consolialate wtth other liäes ãill
Once tlìe acme. of progress, :he JoÞe¡¿te th€m.

I replacÞDent bl_ gâsoìine buses. lknorvn as the Enterprise. This
¡i {hê bus never will have tllc IcoìÐpanð, obtainÞd a charter. March
.rt in the life of the cjty that ihe 11, 1q?0, for eonslruerion of the navy
:eet car has hâd. lr"ard line. in âddition tô the ónes it
Beîore 1861, a lrlan who didn't I òÞerated 

-in 
the citi.

rn a .êrl.iåge w¡:lked, and the mâ- I The Charleston and Seashor,
ritt of Chârleston citizens, like lRailroâd co;npanl rvas chartêre,l
ose of most other communities, I¡ebluarí 10, 1898. u'ith Dr. J. S.
I considerable walkiDa. On Jan- lLaq¡ence, PhlliÞ }l. câdsden and
,ry 28, 1861, an act $ras passetl by
e General Àssernbly, then ¡neet-

iy Company of South Carolinâ, I The City railway èompany and
.th Joshua Lâ"zarus, John S. Rigers, lihe Charlesron and Seâèhore Rât!-
Lvid Rtker, Thomas J. Wharton lroåd cornparry g''êre consolidated
al llen¡y Buist es inco¡porators, lFebruå¡y 21. 1899, as the Charles-

. re cåpitâlization wâs Lo be 9200,- lton Consolidated Ráihvay, Gas and
0, the charter was to be for ¿Í,en' JElectric comÞany, and foi many0, the charter was to be for ¿Í,en' JElectric co¡npany. a4d foi mâny
-one )ea¡s aDd horse cårs $efc lt,ears the compâny \\.as knoqn ss
be operated. llhe consolidaied. In âddition lo its

e General Àssembly. [hen meet- lThey operatêd â hor6e câr ]¡ne to
g jn Clìarleston for tbe incorpora- lrhe Isle of Palms, by way of Sultl-
)n of the CharlÊston City Rall- lva4's lslând and Mount Pleasant.
iy Company of South Carolinâ, I The City railway èoin:Þáni and

by v;ay of Sullt-
Mdunt PleaSant.

Operating ín 1866 lrâìlqâys.the comDany opprêted ler-
the' Wâr Bet\aeen the Stâtes:rrboals io MounL pleâsant an¿l to
oke out ãnd t¡e raih¡'ay Froject X,Iagnolia. Gardens.
came do¡ma4t, but in 1866 the j Êlectrified in 1897
ilÍay bad beèu conEtructed alldl In 189?, th€ oqmpaíy al

it-r' co¡rn€il lt r'â,s reatly
3e its.horEe ia"r systeÌn to e
cars. lt \pas giveÞ ode :

t" ìriããi t¡is chânãe and to
¡oudâtó vvith the EnterPÎise.
.'Ihè first stre.et caÌs 'were

âfJâirs. Tlre seatr ¡an . the

constructlon of a linel to
s of the South Carolina
anal V¡est InaliÐn Eipo.
. un¿Ler co[stiuction. The

ì Traction companl¡ .ltâs. for thìs cònshùction.
dm â line wllch iformûlYfrom a line wllch iformûlv

n Church street to the B¿it-
we¡e tâkeù ùp to constrUgt
ine, the Church street line be'
financial loss.
Glosed'Cars of Wôod

I first closed cars Í.ère rn¡ale
e J. C. BriU côrll}axy s.¡¿I,
1 ma¿le oI wood, were in ì¡se
af te¡ the Worlal 'Yr'âr; Tliey

seats lo¡ twentY-ei8ht ,PasseÃ-
and were equlppe¿l with ha¡¿l
, with ,lârge brass hândles,
shiny liy the wetght of the

motormqn as they pressed dol,çn t¡)
stoD the litlle câr's.

I;ater, a slightly nârroser antl
lollÃe! car. v'iLh â rountleò frôat,
s.âs Dut into use olr tlre Belt Line,put into use ol¡

h then wa.s a. ve

y,a], åqnoss the eãr, a.-¡d, a Da¡!'o".-]'
plãtfo¡m Ìan the lenElth of the ca!
on tha outside. Thê sondùctor
wa)k€¿l alons this platfo¡m in tñq
mannér of â cdn¿luctor on å, Eurqii
Þean compâÌtment tÌain âñaL reache¿L
åìo¡e êach seat to iollect fâres.

j. motorma¡ operated the ca,r a:n4
the coÍductor sienaleal him bY
meâns of a roDe ì¡¡hich ¡an8i a liell
ovel his head, when to start 4ndl
to stop. There l{ere no glass ì in_
dows tn the cer anal thè c¡ew w€¡e
.subie'i¿ to,tùe firll,fu¡v ofl the e,lè-

I

' ig the
line,



chil¿lren were siveh a ¡i¿lê around lup the last trailer aBd the ca¡
the bell" âs t sÞecial tÌpat. The llhe þther end ol the line ran siDÊ
grêât imr'rovemenL iir these c€¡s lfslandlers used to call rhe l8.sts¡eat imorovementj iir these c€¡s I fslanders gsed to call rhe l8.st
;-as the õoiished wooal elbos¡ rests l"Bobtail'.
on ti-le wiidows. I Moqht,Pleâsânt ,Clâimed,,Car

.l: ,Thè firÉt streét c¿¡r were
,IS Of SefVtCe -üef e I afra jrs. The_ seåti rân. rhe

; #'i#t."i,,'.f. 'Éå"å''äi | ";4"" 
p..tesi-to sêcuie. its .¡ere¡

lhese were Dut on the I Alr oraKes rlrsl v¡ere lrleo on
i",äa ïã.e J.ta ás :unk lseashors 'års- 

j.1 
1s.01r, ît _c1I-

i*ll*::s¡tti¡*:*'i*,rux1,It**på*g:**-*'l¡ç;'-----'--------= 
= .,.i;_; =;:* ;;l^1,Ër=*l,plgj:,.î..: t#å'':åït'î;lå^iå":j*ill;:';xler.i{tl?

--l- -^l af^i-^^ /a^,;^ \T^.splaeed Horse Carp Now to |¡9""";,;,,:ït""1 J. $,:ì"Ä"Ê.""",":: Iidit't"",1.¡fïà¡";..ì; ;;;, -;; IËff"e'flËl*":i."åîit li,åi1";
I t¡ic cars. . Jr tvas aiven _one year 

I i<i1ä 
-"ti"åi -ù"à--ãren, i"-u"" ãDd â lone,-of-the.cai"s^q-as 1.hai¡ed to

GaSOIing BUSeS Aftef llo..eetect thi" "ha";" and ro co!-lrar'se ¡louble-trucke¡r steel .¿r wa'ìtrack and the compånv had to-:---.---- . ---- ----- l*å1,i.,'X1 n*:::_'ji"¡';:::; ._."1il1'-j"lü;:-ciÈ-ù*1 "Sl'f:l"Ti."""iif::.,,1?,"Säi,iiEu'3'.i,.- ¡ .r _____: _ _ yr. -. I Thè first streét cars were smaìt.l;;;rs aso, ilrese were put ^_ ¡Lô r af brâkes lrrsr s¡Þre rrled on
,1. S Of SefViCe Hef e I *røii"." õ¡ã- "-"ãi"";; ìñ; wno,e l Äuburban rin", and were sotd ä':.iüÉ 1 """"t'o". ""."- 

j.n 1s.01'. on car
lT,a], across the cs.r, and. â narlqw l; f€w vears later when. they were llrul though ceclared nìgnly su.(

. lp.latform ran the length of the €ar l;";r,""å ;- h,,"." : ltul, were nol used generaLly on

bein€iìwâs in operation. rhe ^harrer ,..1ï:,n1å",':ïf;'îfü" frli'",,iîlî"""ff,:l 
-""'P":"Iy;Ï"".11",î"'I"-lî." 

,"-lü'J W:iif ;::ir about the tim

D. lrenewed December 17, 1881, ând on Imanner of ã" cóidùètor on å E'rro-ffÞ; -,. "*ro-n¡i¡ to North Châr- I ]n lEob, wnen horse ¡ars were
dorn. lDecembeÌ 22, r888, rhe srock waslpean compartment trã in and_ Ìea ^bed li;;to;-- r*îàã 'ì" 

"¡iã-*rÃt 
.d carslinto 9!!I"ti9l_i-911v 

-wl te pas:
yeilow lreduced rô 9100,000. lãtons eacñ seâL ro co)rect fâres., l;ü;;! ;;,:" ";"d ;it.. Ú'" r,o'"u- lcers were carried- .Th,e fare
! beenl It was Januarv a, 189a, ihat-tbel ¡. niotorman ope¡ated rhe "r. "rta lcåi" "*"r. .ep¡ace¿. wlr"n iábò¡ be-lten cents with- a -¡êduction 

ir r
'¡ leill lcompany obta¡ûed authority to elec-lthê con.ju.tô¡ 'siehâre.t r,ìä li lããìñ" .".-.à ãü.iì" tr,e .wortd !r.ar. lets -ñere 

purchased. No car
mo-bil. lrrify its ¡yslem ånd ro issue bonds I;-eia¡;-;I;;;"" ;-tii;ü;,,g; bair liñ; ;ãñ;;t;iãäeã t¡e present lon chr¡stmås d-ay, employes..b
rel¡el. lnol exceeding 91,000,000. -At Èlistlover his hea¿i .when to stãrt andìsteet onp_man nars, which now op- lSrtî!^_¿ rr¡rr ronaav wrrn rùr¡

emen_- tLime ltìe chåi"tèr tças renerÃed .fo¡ lto stoD. Ther; were no slass wÍD- lerate on the Belt line. and some ltn lvut, Inê presenl arran_gPmen
.r wiltirbirty yÞars. andl rh€ company *à"ìä;;;í; riå'îi. ,iã ü,ã ';;; t;;.1,i;;;; -ä.iúÌ"--rr.iàt ãã ã""te.-.n, Iseatina white passen8e¡s from f
bu¡3er lg¡vên the r'ight lo generåie andlsubiedi to thê futl furv of the ele- lr¡a-nce steet cárs for the sriburban lto reâr anq negrocs _lrom Îea
I thcnlsupply light, powèr ánd heat, ándl.me;ts, Th€re was ¡ui one troney lline. ltronr.\¡'as. rnãugu,4ate_d.
iunk l ro consol¡dâle with other rinés airrt | ;àtË.;nJ ;h. -".;ñ"i; riài t. ¡nit ì-- Ér,". Drotesred ,asainst the olle- ì ln t¡e. horse-.-âr davÊ, the l

s, _ '.he I opêra I e ràem. I il ;iaìh" *i.e ãt i¡i ;;d ;r 'the 
I man 

-;;.i ¡ul ¡"ip-was so sca rce lwe¡ê des¡sna,ted by I he eolor ol
achro-n I The reason for the latter p"o- lli".. vyâIk âroünd .ittr tr to theläàt ihe r:rotestr6lew over- Thulcars, ând to_r mo¡e.than two
. wiÛ¡ l vision wâs that tàere was in op- ì iÁÀi .t Ù'. .à" ""¿ i"'"'"" ir. ,l"ã¡" *ãìe iõr aeriv"re¿ unrit so tate lades atter horse 

-cårs ceased
souaht leÌatjon at that time in tbe crty a"- | órtu-"ãrr"i-.; Mar"li zi, iS0r, lihãi È" l¡ã tiã" rhe; ârrived rbF leråtins. the olal Broad sl.reer
so forlother street railq-ây conr'panv, I auiùã¡iz-e¿ 

-;;"t";"tr; 
.r ; ir"; tó I ;;;;.;ú" -iã" 'ü.ir ilä was/ärmost lwas knonvn aa the "Blue line".

buses. ìknown as the Enterprise. Tàls lthè. srouDds ot {he South Carolina lover. l- 1he -co¡ors- oI elecirrc csrs
,,e the lcomparly obtainecl a crrãrter uarch lrnie"".r;i;;"ã- w."r i"¿tã. sioo- I'''rï" cenlê¡-€nrrance cars lv.ere tolbeen chanaed several times, ih
'at the 11, 1870, tor construction.of the íaly ìsition. tben under constructioÍ. The loDera.te in trains of four, sjth one lvellow, orange or green alwâys
- _ . lvârd line, in additioìi to the oDes it IExposition Tractio¡ company was lniotormair in the first car and â lbeen ì]seo.
didn't ìoperated in lhe city. iorsânìzed ror r¡is consr¡üc¿i.n. läå-"ã"i.iã" ttr .á"rt. eac¡ car had â I The car barn. iD Meeti^g e

re m-â- | The Charlestön and Seâshorc ltrãcts trom a ljne whi¡h formerty lmotoc. hovevÞr. They nevel werc Iopp,osrle (]ool ulo\r street, wås
.,.,k lR'¡t-u¿ gg'rì!*l'I !v.+: charlelerr lran dorn crru¡ch s1¡eet to ihe Éat'- lòpe.ate¿'i" trdss 01 rnore_ tþân liq.18_r?r.t.]1^€" 

n_o-i!!_-1"d 
-l9lil-..s, r re \ Ha road corr\pani was . chartererf I ran doñn Church street to ihe Iìat_rnities, February 10, 1898, with Dr. J. S. lterv were taken uÞ to construct'ì Jan- lLawrcnce, Phiìip H. cadsden and lthiÀ line, the Church streer lin€ be-

. 
-h;rve";;. r¡ev "e""¡ 

werc lopp,o^site cool Blo\r street wås
i"à-i' ii p"- ãi mo.ä tl'an lin.r897. (he iìorih and souih \

Ã¿ lt *â" not lons beforÉ lbeins adtle¿l several vears lat
or,ø"ñ.*ã" in rhe-barn iI, lT99p-:9.i." incr€ese¿l r('ì J an - | Lawren ce, Phiìi p H. Gadsden and I th iÀ tine. the Church stree r lin€ be - i most oI them wsre in the barn ir¡ | ã ccommodat€ lncreesecl rr

sFd þylW. Ï-. Lawton as lncolfrorâtois. l1Âs a. financiår loss. lsto¡aee and some of thém ì ere be- lstocl{. Bor[rons or the u'ingF
meet_ l They operated a hoße car line to l Clo6êd Cars of Wood lins sÉiDoed ro other cities. l Derng torn'oown and the rema

rpora- lthe Isle of Pâlms, by ì¡/ay of Su[l-I The tirÃi 
- 
ãlo"Àã- "ãr" were ma¡el -it ãJå-wi¡l Lne last ne¡p carilof tho structure coDverteil lr

RaiÌ: Jvans Jsland and Mouot Pleasant. lby the J. C. Brill cortpåny ànd,lpurchased. ,4s rúe old woodèn carilbarn 1or þuses.
rotlna, | îhe City railsr'ay company aodltioush ma¿. ol ;óod, . viä¡e "in us<! lÇãie out, second- ha4d steel carsl J. V. N.,
B¡cias. llhe chârteston a¡ct seâshq¡e Râtl- l¡-Intit-afrer the .world war. They lwere Þurchâsed fÌom Bostotr, wheraIl rE plèq èq-l¡rt¿r6ì5--6l}iu uoiì

¡,r¡r,yì¡ reurua¡y rr¡. J. ù.fterv were taken uD to const.ruct lthree. anat it wâS not long'ì J an - | Lawren ce, Phiìi p H. Gadsden and I th iÀ tine. the Church stree r lin€ be - i most oI them wsre in the barn ir¡ | ã ccommodat€ lncreesecl rr
sFd þylW. Ï-. Lawton as lncorporâtois. l1Âs a. financiÊt loss. lstoraÀe and some of thém ì ere be- lstocl{. Bor[_rons or th€ u'ingF
meet_ l They operated a hoße car line to l Clo6êd Cars of Wood lins sÉiDoed ro other cities. l Derng torn'oown and the rema

rpora- lthe Isle of Pâlms, by ì¡/ay of Su[l-I The tirÃi 
- 
ãlo"Àã- "ãr" were ma¡el -it ãJå-wi¡l Lne last ne¡p carilof tho structure coDverteil lr

RaiÌ: Jvans Jsland and Mouot Pleasant. lby the J. C. Brill cortpåny ànd,lpurchased. ,4s rúe old woodèn carilbarn 1or þuses.
rotlna, | îhe City railsr'ay company aodltioush ma¿. ol ;óod, . viä¡e "in us<! lÇãie out, second- ha4d steel carsl J. V. N.,
B¡cias. llhe chârteston a¡ct seâshq¡e Râtl- l¡-Intit-afrer the .world war. They lwere Þurchâsed fÌom Bostotr, wheraIl rE plèq èq-l¡rt¿r6ì5--6l}iu uoiì
harton lroacl compâny e,'ere consolidated ihad seats fo¡ ts¡entv-eieht Dassetr- ltines we¡e bejnc tåken uÞ. I leqì Jo åultaàrÂ ,tlqluou r¿t
r¿to¡s. lFebruary 21, t899, as the charles- lsers and were eouiiped with handl otr the tsle oapatms tine, a liaht- l l ---- 

-

$200,- I ton Consoli¿Iatcd Railway, css. and I 6râkes, wtth .tdrãe- bråss. handles, ler car ¡yaÁ us"d. M€ny oI the .ars | | '?rr-PrarcâS .^ ..t\ven- lE-rectric companvi and tor mdnvlworn.shinv bv the ive¡sht_or the lr¡-cre ltüirt as trÐilers 
^'9-lis l:l,l .". ./r"el;Ë .i,ä**.r{ ,".lr,,| :wère |,v!â¡s the c_omp-any ç;a-s. known asJmotormeaâs È¡ey pressed do$.-n to lmotórs. T¡e custont Í,as' line consãrràai"ã. 't^,ã-aiiiã" ro rrs.rsroÞ the ritre cârs. runeve. 'ìumber 
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