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Enclosure:
Will of Hum-
phrey Sommers

#12 Tradd Street
Edward Lightwood's House

ce 1750

Lot #7 was conveyed to Richard Trade (sic= Tradd)
by the Lords Proprietors, etc., on 2l August 1688.‘

Richard Tradd died c. 1700 leaving the balance

of lot #7 (the part east of #1& Tradd) to his son
Robert,

Robert Tradd conveyed this par$ of the lot, on
which stands #12, to william Baker, on 27 February
1702/3.. Upon his death it descended to Richard Baker,

his son,. -

‘Richard Baker conveyed it to Edward Lightwood on
13 Marbh 1748 for 1400 currenéy, |

Edward Lightwood, by will dated 1 May 1761 with
codicil of 2l May 176}, proved 20 October 1769, de=-
vised it to Peter Manigault, "harister-at-law", as
executor or trustee, and directed that all his pro=
perty was to be sold, for the benefit of his two
illegitimate sons, Edward and John Lightwood,.

| Peter Manigault then sold it to John Lightwood

for H7000 currency on 11 July 1770

Jobn Lightwood sold it to Himphrey Sommers, on

1 June 1784, for ®1848-15, sterling. Humphrey Sommers,

by will of 18 December, proved 30 December 1788, di~

rected his executors "to build good and substantial

brick buildings" on this lot, the rent of which . rul’
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should be divided bet ween his three
daughters, Ann @lney Sommers, Susanna Sommeras, and
Mary Sommers,
Nicholas Harleston and Ann Olney his wife;
Susan Sommers; and Mary Sommers sohd the property
on 3 May 1796 to Thomas Barksdale for T1Y55 8teriing.
George Edwards, as execﬁtor of ﬁhe will of Thomas

Barksdale apparently conveyed the property to W, Ham-

mond,

Conclusions
This property, standing in one of the prime bus-

iness blooks throughout the 18th century, presents a

curious puzzle for estimating the age of the present

building: |
A, The transactiétn in 1748, for #1400 currency,

shows by its price that a house existed then, but
pfobably a smaller one.,. )

B.. The transaction of 1770, for S?Oooﬁourrency;
certainly was for a fairly ;gggg house, something
probably about the size of the existiﬁg one,

Ce The fire of 1778 did extensive damage_in this
area;

D.. The transaction of 1784, after the fire,.bore

the high price of $1848~-15 sterling (about seven

times the value of the local currency}j certainly

a hptase as valuable as the existing one must have

.been included,
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E. Humphrey Sommera.directed hls executors to
"build good and substantial brick buildingﬂ“%n
this lot, the one he had bought from John Lighte
wood, and this is_the exact same lot.

However .
F. The Petrie map, from a survey six months.
before Sommers! death; shows a brick house
already on this lot,
G, In the writer's opinion, much of the building
looks earlier than 1789-96, during which period

Sommers! executors would have built it.

Therefore

It 1s my opinion that Sommers bought in 1784,

a house damaged by the fire of 1778, which he repaired,
buf which house he wanted his executors to raze and
replace with at least two new buildings (plural, in the
will), |

I feel the physical evidence strongly indicates
thaf his wlshes were not followed, and that the exlsting
bullding survived the fire of 1778..

I think this house'wés replaced by the present one,
probably fairly soon after his purchase in 1748, by
Edward Lightwood,

I think it 1s probable that an earlier house stood
here, probably built in the first quarter of the 18th

century, but that this house 1s not the existing omne,




v

Incidentally, the northwest corner of an earlier house,
apparently, is embedded in the line of division bebvuen
this house and #1l Tradd Streest. Char-

leston is indeed a palimnsest of occupation‘

>/'

. Lduls Green, III

In many areas,

16 Janu&ry 1969
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EDWARD LIZIFIWOOD (e 1750) 12 TRALD STREET

S5.0. Histerical Mooo

Page 209 Listed 473 Bdwerd Lightweed Jre  (Merchent fr Fector)
1564 e O o wao received cargees of Hegroes in-gl s
“Gadld and paid the duly upon them.
{ 7 yecrs in Trade 1762-74 9 Csrgoes
Poge 31
. "
1565 Foot-#lote #67 Edwin Lightwood ’d 1797) e Chaerlestcn merchent, marrisd

ZElizebeth Pervnneau, whose brother Henry was cnother leader
in the radical forces. '

Bz 221 .
1367 : Tgobriel Munigeult wos sstroblished o8 e merchant before his father
Pisrre died in 1729, ————-
Significunt informnticn rbout his commerciol activities begins with
his purchose of the sloop "He; uuqﬁ" iot :rd the end of 1732,
The wrefer ond co-ouner Zdward Li- zhtwood Lr ht the Jeptunc into
Cherleston horbor from Rasde Isln nd in MNovembher 17 ————————— cle.

Y

Honigzeult and Lightwood advertised the Meptune Tor sels in the autus
of 17" and gold her sorctime betwzen Dee. 1736 cnd Yoy 17%7.

There is an unfortuncte brealr in the shinping returns fron June 175%
to Dec. 1750, After the leiter dele there i8 no mention o the IIuncy
essels are not named in the duty Journcls, but Manigaul+d immorted

%0ods on sows vessel conmanded by Lightwrod as late as 1744,

.
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Tenements thoroon adJoinins the aforuaid Corner 'renoment togoth- é’.@g 'f;'!

e R

or with the Buildings theroon and Appartenances thoreunto belonge a;/*/@

Lns. one of -hioh eaid Tonemontu now is in the- Ocoupation of

- Pott Sh“. the ather of which sald Tenements now :l.s in tho Oocu~ wh!

. . RELD

pnuon or ' e llnrtin. Itm 1 sivo, dovlao nnd ‘bo- -éi;f?i
Tk

qnuth nnto ny Dnughtor hry Somorl uhcn sho shall attun to M B e 1
. .;,_,l ,

the uo of sixteen Yurl and to tho Hoirs hor Body h'rnuy % 7
buottn for wor. All ny Lot of I.nnd and Bundincs thoron uth 'f Pt
‘lhl Appurtmnou t.horcnnto bolongm‘. aitlnto. Mns and 'bo!.ng B,
n the Ippor m or I:_t xna of Tradd Street in Charleston |

| ntonuu. Iten I s:l.n. dov:l.u and and bequeath nnto w thru - |

“ uld muchtou Ann Otnq Bmcra, Buu.nnn Bomus and llry .
Qmu ny 7Y or nnd 1 bonsht of John I.uhttood lttutc and -
rrontmg on Tndd Btroot adJointng to tho arouuid ha rmtl
boquuthod f.o my nroronu Daushter Buum Somorl. . Itu ny
i ll that my moutorl horein afger mod do nun. ordor -.nd
_d1Teot to be built good and subatantial Briok Baildings on m

| lut mtionu Lot the Expences of 'hich are to be dofuyod out

‘ ot the Pronta and Ingoms of my Eetate the Profite and Inoou .

arising from the said Buildings snd Lot to be equally divided |

botun ny said t.hru Daughtor- Share and shu-o alike, that is

.- the yearly Rent and Inoml which uld ht of Iand -nh tho

muams thoroon, 1t 10 my wzu -hal:l. dono_nd to my ;ut nu;-_

_viving Daughter and her Heirs for ever. Item My Will is thay

Ry lczrou bo kopt and nployad on my aud Pmtauonl lt tho ,

~ Disoretion of my Executors ‘herein nrtu- named or the Survivora

or Burvtidr of thlm for'fho doli'Bonofii. Uao and Advantage of

| ny uid three J.'Jaughtora Ann Otney Somora. sunnm somnrl and
hry ers. until th.y nhall arri‘re to tho Ago or s:l.::teen '
!’uu - 'hon it 13 my w:lll and 1 do horoby direct my said He- -
- groes be divided by ny said Executorn and three equal Parts or
ﬂ Bhnru. Rospoot being had to the true Valno thcroor. the Use

. of one third Part or Share of which uid Hegroel I give and be=

\ quuth unto my nid D.nshtor Ann Otney Sommers during hor natural
b ntcsimd K.irz hwfn),ly bosotten for o!.r: and the other re-

LN it




"”7jand tn eueh Case 1t 1a my Will anl I do herebv eive. de'iﬂe o

_‘."_netntu t-e thu-d ?ert- or Bharee et ny eetd legroee to te

xepy: tesetner end enyleyed to the beet Aduntece by ny sald
= _-;‘neeltere ror ‘the eole Uee end Beneﬂt ef w other two Daughe
- _-j_._'ten anne Bomere end llery Bomere until ny letd neughter
'”f_sueenne ehell ettein the Age er elxteen Yeare, when 1t 1! nv o
__ :'111 thnt the eeld rmneinlns two third Perte or shnree of my
'_'-eeid Hegroee be eqnelly dlvided bet-ixt NW aeld two Deugntere
*_esueenne and Mhry Shere and Bhere alikes But in Case 1t shall
| -3:eo hepgen that elther of my eeid thres Beughtere Ann Otney
'l.'annmmre, Sueenma Bemmere or nnry Sommere ehall die or depart

L thie Life withont leeving I!eue lewfnlly begotten. thet ‘then

_ and bequenth.that Part or ohere of my Estate real and pereon-f
‘&l herein berore given. devieed and bequeethed to such of my

:.JZDeughter or Deughtere eo dying unte the Survlvore or Survlvor
B 'of them and. to the reepeetive Heire le'fully begotten for ever.
-[: Item uy Will 18 that ell my Stoek or Horeee, Cettle. Sheep, |
l.Hoge end their Inoreeee, Plentetion Toole, Carte, VegQOne end
“ Implemente of Huebendry be equally dlvided between my said three
Deughtere Ann Otney, Susanna and’ Mery or the uurvivora or Survlv-
| tor of them. Iaetly 1 a0 hereby naminete. conetitute ‘and appoint
.my truety end lbving Friende Edmnnd Petrie ee Guardian to mw
lChlldren end said Eamnnd Petrie wlth Edwnxd Rutledge and Thomen
: Waring oenior my Exeoutors end the Survivere and ourvivor of
~them, Exeeutore of thie my leet w111 end Testament, until uy
-'eatd three children ehnll reepeotively errive to the Age of
;eixteen Ieere; herehy revoklng end ennnlllna all former Ville
:end Testementa ae 'ell as COdiclle thereto by me heretofore made
| or deolered elther by word er writlng. In Witnefe I the aaid
r..'_.'Humphrey Bomere he're hereunto eet n:w Rnnd and Senl the l.tghteenth &
 day of Do, 1788, |
Bumphry 5 oxmera (LS)
Btgned. Seeled. Publlehed, Pronounoed and Deolered by the
Teetetor mmphry S ormers anuire as and for his last wul and

icé_‘gogtamnnt 13 the Preeenee of us, who in hie Preeenoe. 1n the
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