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Teday, Stoll’s |
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which ended in 1935.

" passersby were attracted to the open’win-
.- dow.. peering in to inquire where he. had ..

gotten the" small black and “whife  floor - :

tiles, the black curtainis or some culinary -

ob;ects Some contmue to peer through the: "

blinds.
Cin the ‘40s’ a trend began fo
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. tle and big mercury-glass wig stands, but

‘he has given away his shell:collection. As :
° for ‘art, he ‘prefers now ‘more personal -

things — the art efforts of friends. Be has -
tacked their paintings and drawings all
over his apartment. .

Alt the rr?oment he will riot part with }ns
o-foot-6-inch Coromandel screen “that
formerly belonged to Coco Chanel. He has

" eizht of the original 12 panels> But if it
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_His decorating ideas began to change, he

says, when he was a guestof a well-known :

" decorator who had mvxted maybe 150 peo-
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Tnattress of the bed is: Iaced undertiea
:for easy removal: And there are’a lot of
plump whlte ottoman cove e

~pﬂlows :

“="Af “the dmmg end of hls kltchen ‘s
‘banguette around two sides of a butcher:
“block dining table is covered in.machine- . . -
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than: $2 a ydrd. It is als¢ wsed on: big;. =
i sqmshy downfﬂ}ed plIIows I ¢ one plaﬂs o

ring covered:in the same:white satmy

“Walls. are pide green, w}ute moldmgs

" include a dentile one at the ceiling ‘which

he put up himself, along with the arch
‘pediment .above the door. Ceilings are
done " with'silver‘tea papers, the rugless

floor is.bleached white mahogany: He has :
meverenﬂy, too, painted an old Amencan o
.. pine: fireplace winte Co .

_vterxaI Oversued down pulows areus: -’

T a hvmg room is done weil thh the-' )
--proper background, he says; *if would not-
 look undecerated even if it has only two ot-
“{ornans in it.” His living room cou]d pass
- that test.
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By KAREN AMRHINE
Statf Reporter

Stoll's Alley could serve as a barometer of
the fortunes of the South—its good and bad days
mirror history.

And until Mrs. George Canfield began her
single-handed restoration of the iane in the
1920s. it seemed the alley would never again see
good days.

But Mrs. Cantield’s house at 50 Church St. had
no garden. and with her decision to get a vard
came the rebirth of Stoll's Alley.

In 1927 she bought the property atNo. § Stoll’s
Alley. intending to tear down the building and
use the land to expand her vard.

“But Mother got so carried away with the
house at No. 9 that we never got our vard.”
recalls her daughter. Mrs. Warwick P. Bonsal.

-Mrs. Canfield's friends and family scoffed at
the idea of restoring the old house. ‘*The man
from whom she bought the property said. “You
must be crazy. You can’t do anything with any
of these buildings,” ** Mrs. Bonsal points out.

“And I thought she was crazy, too,”” another
daughter, Mrs. Joseph S. Hanahan, remembers.

But she proved them wrong. First. Mrs. Can-
field got the city to brick the muddy lane. Then
she hired Charleston contractor Tom Pinckney,
a carpenter experiencéd in restoration.

Without the services of an architect, Mrs.
Canfield designed plans for wood-
work—doorways. ‘mantles. stairs and mould-
ing—which Pinckney carried out.

While working on the house. Mrs. Canfield
was in the alley when a woman in No. 5 opened
an upper story window to throw out a bucket of
dirty water. Mrs. Bonsal says. “"Mother had a
quick glance at the attractive woodwork inside,
then tipped the woman 50 cents for permission
to come in and have a closer look.™

‘She purchased No. 5. Eventually Mrs. Can-

field bought and restored all the houses except
No. 11, which was unavailable for purchase.

The earliest official record of the lane is
found in 1759, when a Mary Smith sold the
property to Justinius Stoll, a blacksmith. Until
1762, it was a private alley. By 1778 it was
known as Stoll's Alley. Stoll havmg completed
the alley by extending the passage to the bay.

Another resident of the alley was Peter Tre-
zevant, whose family came to America in 1786.
The ““Carolina and Georgla Almanac for 1803~
listed him as a discount and transfer clerk for
the South Carelina Bank. According to tradi-
tion, Trezevant, a bon vivant, lived in ungentile
poverty until his wife inherited a fortune and
the two moved to England. ‘

When a friend and distant relative, Capt. Tom
Jervey, visited him in London. tradition also
relates. Trezevant slapped Jervey on the back,
saying, “‘Not much like Stoll’s Alley, eh! Tom,

~old boy?”’

In 1810, No. 4 caught fire. Officials believed
the fire had been set, as part of plans to set the
city afire.

During the Civil War, the allev was shelled
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from Fort Johnson. Mrs. Canfield removed
several small cannon balls from the beam of
No. 9 when she began restoration.

By the late 1800s the alley had deterjorated
further. And on Jan. 15, 1894, The News and
Courier reprinted an article from The New
York Times describing Stoll's Alley as “‘a nar-
row. dirty little lane in the lower part of the
city. connecting Church Street and East Bay.”

Today Stoll's Alley, with its graceful gam-
brelled roofs. shaded brick lane and pretty
gardens. belies its difficuit. ugly period. For
visitors walking down Church Street. the pleas-
ant, unexpected entrance to the alley beckons.

For residents, the alley is just another aspect
of Charleston’s charm.
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{above) sits on the

step of No. 9, the first

house her grandmother
restored. Gibbes Art Gallery .

‘“save’, and says he enjoys
the gquietness of the
small block.
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