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TINITED STÁTES DEPARTMENT OF T}IE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Historic Presen'ation Certilication Applcation
Stâte Historic Preservation Office Review & Recommendation Sheet

Significance - Part I Project number:

Property: Chadty Mlson House, 53 Hasell St¡eet

Historic District: Charle$on Historic Disaict

ENRDistrict
E Certified State or l,ocal Districr

3/14105 Date application received by State

-, - 

Date(s) additional information
received bY State

' 3114J05 Date compleæ information received by Surc

/ffiae of tansmittâl to N-PS

"F-operty visired by Søte stafl? E yes I ¡o

I z I S,IATE RECOItr\IENDATIoNt-, ,/
n ! l/ , eodre* W. Chandler, Arcbjtectural Histodar, wbo meets the Secrelary oftbe lnterior's P¡ofessional

lY( 196 O*lis*tion Starcdards, has reviewed this application'

V,lU Fl Tbe o¡operty is i¡cluded within the boundaries of a registered hisloric district, contibutcs to the

nt Jigriã.i""å "iin" 
district, aod is a "cetified historic structwe" for the purpose of rehabilit¿tion'

I T]re property is i¡cluded within the boundaries of a registered historic disl¡ict, conffiutes to the

Goin"áo"é or-t 
" 

dístricr, and is a .,cetified historic srfuctufe" for a cha¡iøble co¡tibution for

cõservation purposed in accorda¡ce wilh the lnternal Reve¡ue Code'

! Tlre properry does Dot coDt¡ibute to tbe significance of the above-named district'

I Insufficient documentalion has beeD provided to evaluale tbe structure'

El This applicatioD is being foru'arded witbout recomm€odâdon'

Prelimi¡a¡J¡ deærmi¡arions:

IThepropertyappeafslomeetNationalRegisrerCrireriaforEvaluationandwillbenominated.

IThepropertydoesnolappeaftomeetNationalRegisrefcrileriaforEvâluationandwillnotbe
nominated.

fl Tle property appears to contribule to ibe significance of a:

- -n 
pliä"iãl Ë,ro¡" àirt ;"r tuur 

"ppears 
tã meer ûre oarional Regist€r Criteria for Evaluation a¡d will

likely be Dominated'

I iegislereo hisrofic disFicr bur is ourside rbe period(s) or areaþ) or significance.¿s documented i¡
rhe r-National Regisrer nomination o¡ distrjcl docu¡entation oo file wiú tbe NPS'

! Tbe Property is located in a proposed historic dist¡-jc't a¡d:
- ¡ n" nrãp"rry oo., nã, .pp"- to 

"ont¡-ibure 
ro rle significance ofrhe ptoposed hisloric di$rict.

fr fr. proporãa uloric djs'icl does no1 apPear 10 me;l ù€ \rR crileda for E'aluatio¡ a¡d will ¡ot be

nominated.

! Prelimi"ary Done
A&Il number: 2005-010

SHPO REVIEW SUMMARY

Futly reviewed bY SHPO
No oùßta¡ding concerDs

Omer informed of SHPO ¡ecommendation

ln-depth NPS revieÚ requested

Recommendation different Êom applicaat's
requesl
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLIGATION
PART I - EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

olvlB Approved
No.l024{009

lnstruct¡ons: Read the instrucl¡ons cârefully before completìng appl¡cat¡on. No certiticatìons w¡ll be mado unless â completed application form has been
rece¡ved. Type or pdnl clearly ¡n black ¡nk.lf addl¡onalspace is needed, use continuation sheets orâllach blânk sheets.

Charitv t flson HouseName of Propertyi

Addreqs of P.operty: Slreel 53 Hasell Streel

cily ç¡aicsþ¡
Name ofhisloric disl.ict: Charleslon H¡sloric D¡strict

count e¡a!þsbL State zipæÆ1

E National Reg¡sler disk¡ct E cedilìed slate or locâldist cl E potsnt¡al d¡slrict

Check nature of reduest:

E ceñ¡fÌcât¡on thât the build¡ng conlributes 10 the s¡gnificânce oflhe ebove-nâmed histor¡c district (or Nal¡onâl Reg¡sler property) forlhe purpose of
rehab¡lilat¡on.

E csrt¡ficat¡on that lheslructureorbuibing, and where app¡oprÍate, lhe land areâ on which such slructure orbu¡tding ìs located contribules lo lhe
signif¡cânce oflhe above-named h¡storic d¡slric{ for a charilablo contr¡bution for consorvation purposes

E oert¡ficalion that the build¡ng does not contributê to lhe s¡gnificanc€ ofrh€ above-nâmed h¡storic dislrict.

E prel¡mìnary determinat¡on for individuâl listing in the Nat¡onal Register.

D prelim;nary delerminat¡on thãt a bu¡ld¡ng locâled with¡n a potent¡âl h¡sloric d¡slrict contribules lo the s¡gn¡f¡cânce ofthe d¡slrict.

D preliminary delerminat¡on lhat a building oulside lhe por¡od or areâ of signilìcance contributes lo the signif¡cance ofthe d¡sf¡cl.

Project contact:

Name Sarah F¡ck

Slreet Post Office Box 525 City

Stare SC

Nâme 53 HasellStreet LLC lbv Seah Littonì _ Signature

Daytime Telephone Number a13-72316'75

Date

zip 29402

Ownef:

I hereby atlest that the information I hâve prov¡dêd ¡s, lo the best of my knowledge, clrrect, and lhat I own lhe properq described above. I understand that
fals¡fication of facluâl representat¡o ns ¡n lh¡s applicat¡on ¡s subjecl to criminal sancl¡ons of up lo $10,000 in fnes or imprisonment for up to five yeârs
Þursuânt lo 18 L,.S.C. 1001.

Organizâl¡on

Social Securily or TÐ(pay€r ldenl¡ficalion Number

Slreet I No.lh Allantic \rlhâf City

Slate SC Daytime Telephone Nurhber a43-452-9641

NPS Off¡ce Use Ohly

The NalionalPerk Service has reviewedlhê "Histor¡c Cert¡lìcation Applicât¡on - Part 1'for the above-nemed propeny and hereby dêtemines lhât the property:

E contr¡butes lo the significance ofthe above-nâmed dislr¡ct (or Nationaì Register property) and is â "certified h¡stor¡c struclure" forthe purpose of
rehabililât¡on.

E conlrìbutes lo the s¡gnifiænce of lh€ above-named distr¡ol ând ¡s a "certilied h¡stor¡c slructure"for a charitâble conlr¡but¡on for conserval¡on purposes in
acclrdance wilh the Tâx Trealm€nt Extension Act of 1980.

E does nol contr¡bule lolhe sìgnifcance ofthe above-named distr¡ct.

Prel¡minary deteminal¡ons:

D appearsto meetlhe Nât¡onat Reg¡ster Cr¡teria for Evalualion and willlikely be l¡sted in th6 Nal¡onal Register of H¡slorioPlaces ¡fnom¡naled by lhe State
H¡sloric Preservalion Ofücer âccord¡ng lothe procedures s€t fodh ¡n 36 CFR pan 60.

E does not apPearto meetthe Nat¡onal Regisfer Crileria for Evaluat¡on ând w¡lllik€ly nol be l¡sted in the Nal¡onal Reg¡st€r.

E appears lo contribute to the s¡gn¡f¡cance of â potenlial hisloric d¡sirict. which w¡ll l¡kely be listed ¡n the Netional Reg¡ster of H¡sloric P laces if nomineted by
the Stâte H¡slor¡c Preservalion Off¡cer.

ziP

tr

tr

appears lo contribute to th€ s¡gn¡f¡cance of â reg¡stered h¡stor¡c d¡slrict but is outside lhe per¡od or area ofs¡gnificance âsdocumented in the National
Reg¡ster nominat¡on ordislrict documentat¡on on file w¡th the NPS.

does not appeer lo qually asa celifìed h¡stodc struclure.

Dale

E See Attachments

National Pâlk Serv¡ce Aulhorìzed Signatur€ Nat¡onal Park sery¡ce offce/Telephone No.



Châr¡tyWìlson House

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
CERTIFICATION APPLICATION -

PART IProperty Name

53 Haselì Street, Charleston SC

5, Descr¡ption of phys¡cal appeðrance:

#53 Hasell Skeet ¡s a three-story masonry s¡ngle house w¡th ã full-he¡ght p¡aza along its west elevat¡on, and a two-story rear kitchen house.
The stuccoed façade features keystones above the upper levelw¡ndows, corner quoins above the ground level. and a corbeled flat parapet that
extends along the side elevat¡ons. The street entry with inflled transom is set in an angled paneled recess, w¡th a shallow corbeled hood above-
The piazza screen wall is clad ¡n narrow beaded-board s¡ding and r¡ses as an apron wall at the piazza second level.

Heavy masonry columns at the ground floor support thê piazza, with Tuscan columns at the upper levels. The piazza reta¡ns ¡ts paneled wood
ce¡l¡ngs, and wood dentil molding atthe upper levels. The piazza originally wrapped aroundthe rearofthe build¡ng to the narrower back wing.
Th¡s rear portion was ¡nflled at all three lêvels in the mid-2oth century.

The sta¡r wâs removed from the inter¡or and rebuilt on the p¡âzza, most likely when thê ma¡n building was conveÉed for nine apartments dur¡ng
the 1950s. The stair run and upper levels ofthe piazza have picket balusters.

There were orig¡nally center entr¡es at all three levels. The f¡ne tr¡part¡te surrounds at the upper levels remain, although the open¡ngs were
reworked as w¡ndows. Historic w¡ndow open¡ngs yv¡thin the piazza were mostly converted to doofti"ys with transoms. \Mndow sash are mostly
6/6, wjth some 2J2 sash at the tum-of-the-cêntury inf¡ll at the rear p¡azza.

The two-story masonry kitchen house ¡s a separate structure that was attached to the ma¡n build¡ng ¡n the late 1gth century. A one-story
connect¡ng w¡ng was enlarged to its present two-story height afrer 1951 . The historic dependency ¡s five bays wide, w¡th a lateral gabled roof
and an interior end ch¡mneyatthe south (rear)wall. There are presently two entr¡eswith smallshed hoods at the west elevat¡on. A rak¡ng
parapet rema¡ns above the north end wall. The stucco at the kitchên house has recently bêen patched with area6 of brick remainìng exposed.
Ground floor window surrounds are h¡dden behind recent stucco ornamentation.

There have been other structures on the rear of the lot, wh¡ch are shown on Sanborn maps. Sma¡l piazzas were briefly attached to the kitchen
house and the connecting w¡ng. A one-story rear wing beh¡nd the k¡tchen house was reworked as a three-câr garage in the twentieth century.
and removed afrer 1951.

The ma¡n house ¡s d¡v¡ded ¡nto three flats at each level, ãnd no inter¡or slairways remain. The kitohen house has an apartment at each level,
with a nanow ¡nter¡or stair to access the upper fat. Dur¡ng the half-century the property has served as multiple apartments, much of the interior
fabr¡c has been lost. Early heartpine floor¡ng and paneled wood wa¡nscot rema¡ns ¡n the ma¡n bu¡ld¡ng. Some remnant plaster rema¡ns on the
¡nter¡or walls, but the br¡ck ìs largely exposed. Despite the ¡nter¡or alterations and the relocat¡on ofthe stair, the building retains ¡ts ability to
convey ¡ts historical associat¡ons, and ¡s an integral part ofthe streets€ape.

Date of Construct¡on: ca- 1839 Source of Date: Poston. Buìld¡nos of Charleston. D. 445

Date(s) of Alteration(s): ca. 1 952

Has build¡ng been moved? E yes E no lfso, when?

6, Statement of sign¡ficance:

The Chat¡ty \¡,/ilson House at 53 Hasell Street is an excellent example of a 1gth century masonry Charleston sìngle house. lt reta¡ns ¡ntegr¡ty of
locâtion, design, sett¡ng, materials, woftmansh¡p, feeling, and assocìat¡on, and contributes to the significance ofthe char¡eston Historic D¡str¡ct.
The property was rated as Category 3: Signifcant in the 1973 Feiss-Wright lnventory of Char¡eston. Category 3 is described as "Good
architeclural quality. Vernacular. Of less soph¡sticat¡on and reflnementthan "Excellent." ¡roded, appealing, cur¡ous, interest¡ng. To be retained
and protected."

Histor¡cal bacKground

53 Hasell Street was built shortly afrer the 1838 fre, on a lot that had been purchased by Robert \ flson ¡n trust for his w¡fe Charity, a daughter of
Daniel Lathan, in 1827.

At least by the m¡d¡820s, captain \,vìlson, an offic€r w¡th the Ljs custom House, resided on HasellStreet. From about 1818 unt¡l h¡s death ¡n
1846, he ¡nvested ¡n real estate on Hasell and Anson streets. ln early 1627 he purchased the subject property from Christopher Fitzsimmonsthe
youngêr, who had inher¡ted ¡t from hìs father as part of a larger tract known as 'the Dislillery Lot, on Anson Street, extènd¡ng through to Hasell
Street, w¡th the buildings thereon. Th¡s piece ofland compr¡ses two good lots:one on Anson Street I03'frontXl22', oneon Hasell Street,45'
frontX101'deep." Vv¡lson soon conveyed the Anson Street lot to SamuelMclean, rela¡n¡ng the Hasell Street property for his wife and her
heirs.

It is lìkely, but not certa¡n, that Vv¡lson bu¡lt a residence on th¡s lot before the fre of 1838, but c¡ty directories are not cleârwhere h¡s Hasell Strêet
residence stood. At least from '1849 the subject prope¡ty was occupied by Charity Wlson, his widow. lt eventually passed to their
granddaughter Sarah Jane Hanckel and her husband Thomas- The Hanckels lived here unt¡l '1888, when Henry Steitz purchased the property
for $4000. His family held it unt¡l 1951 , renting the main house as two apartments, w¡th a separate residence ¡n the dependency.

ln late 1951 the steits heirs conveyed the property to clarence Oakman, who soon subdiv¡ded it. The ma¡n house became nine apartments, and
two more were ftted ¡nto the dependency. The use as eleven separate un¡ts has continued to the present.

7. Photographs and maps.

NPs Off¡cè use only



NOTES, 53 Hasell

3/1823 RMC N9:43. Trust De€d bet\,veen Robert Wilson and .Iohr H. Margaret. Trustec 1-or Charity Wilson, the r'vife

of Roberl and daughter off)auiel Lathan. Parcel at the south side of Hasell Street, fronting 50' on Hasell X198'
deep. also tlrree slaves, Mol\,, \zl¿¡g¿¡e¡ alrd Marl

l/10/1827 ar¡ction âd: The Distillery Lot, on A.nson Sheet, extending through to Hrsell Street, with the buildings
thereon. This piece of land comprises t\1o good lots: one on Anson Street 103'äontX122', one on Hasell Street,

45' front X 101' deep.

lll0/1827 39.453 Christopher Filzsirunons the younger, per âssrgneçs. to Robert Wilson. Christopher FitzsÍnmons
oi Charleston diecl intestate- o\ ner of the lancl to be described below. Before distribution of the estate had been

made, his son Cb¡istopher FiÞsimmons the ¡rounge¡ made assignment 10/2511825 to Paul Fitzsimnons and Wade
Hampton the vounger, in trust tbr the benefit of his creditors, all his propertl including his undirided share of his
father's estate.
Proceeclings u'ere institutecl in Edgefreld District, $'here most ofEstate C. FiEsirìrmons was situated, effecting a

partition. The herein lots ancl premises were appodioned to assig¡ees of C. Filzsirnmons the yorìnger.
The assignees helcl a public auction in Charleston of the lot and prernises. Robert Wilson purchaser, $2020.
Loyparcel on Anson ancl Hasell Streets- kno\rn and distinguished b-v the name ofthe Distillery Lot, in the wlrole to
the east on Anson Street 103'. south on lancls of Samuel Pillsbur¡.' 122'. rvest on J. B. Leplare 204'- north on Hasell
Strcet,45'. East on _ 100', norlh partl,v on the last mentioned lands, part on land norv or late of Darid Ramsav

3/1827 RMC T9; 437. Trust Deed behryeen Robert Wilson and Jobn H. MargareL Trustee for Charity Wilson
Reference to parcel conveyed in trust 1823 [see N9:43] . having been bought of Thomas Legare Sr.. has been sold to
John B. Legare, $4000.
Wilson has recentlv purchased of Est. Mr. Fitzsimmons a considerable bocly of la1ìd pùt on Hasell Street, parl o[
A.nson: part of t'lúch he has couveved to Sanuel Mclean, he desires to convey the residue \1ith such buildings as

are nortv thereon or mav hereal'ter be placed and m¿rde thereto to JH Margaret in trrst as substitute for the hoÌrse a.nd

lot sold to JB Legare b,v Chari{ Wilson.
Bod,v of lald buttilg and boundilg east on Arsorì Stu-eet. \yest on lot sold to .lB Legare, norft by Hasell Street, south
by lot sold to Samuel Mcl-ean. 45'8" on Hasell Street, 7l' or Anson Skeet, 122' orr south lire. 184' on west lire. as

per plat of Charles Parker. city su*evor þlat not fbuud).

5/1888 Hl9:379 Salah.l. Hanckel to Harv Steitz. $4000.

I l/1951 X53:330 Henr-.. Steitz died 1910, by his rvill (probated il Dorchester Couu! ) devised to wife Rebecca
(died 1 9 I 9) t'or lifè, then to lus gr andchilclren. The lot had been prcpeltt¡ of CharÌt_v Wilson, widorv of Robert: she

died inlestate with hei¡s Sa¡ah.Iane Wilson (ched 1886) arld $anddaugliter Sarah J. Ha[ckel. Steitz hehs coñ'ev to
Clarence Oahrran, $ t 1,750.

Other deeds & conveyances not read
A9:425 1818 Thomas Legare to Robeú Wilson Hasell Street
S10:97 1837 Samuel L. Speissegger et. al. to Robert Wìlsor1 comer Hasell and Anson
Jl 1:263 1839 Gray, MasterinEquitl . to Robert Wìlson, Hasell Street
Sl 1:217 1846 Samuel Wagener, trustee, to Robefi Wilson, comer of Hasell and A¡rson

CITY DIRECTORIES
1825 Robert Wilson. boardÍng olticer Custom House, res. 5 Hasell
1830 Capt Robert Wilson. 5 Hasell
1836-36 Robert Wilson, boarding otlcer Custom House, res. 16 Hasell
1837-38 Capt Robert Wilson. Custorn House, res. 13 Hasell

FIRE
I 840-4 I Capt Robert Wilson. mariner. res. Hasell near Anson
1849 ì\4rs. Charitl Wilson. l7 Hasell
1852 Mrs. Wilson, 17 Hasell



1852-55 Wa¡d Book Nfis. Charity Wilson/then Sarah .L Wilso¡r. Mrs. Abigail Legare is to one side.
1861 Mrs. Sarah .1. Wilsor orvls 37 & 39 Hasell. both are rented. Four more lots. 49 Hasell: Mrs. Charity Wilsort
owner/occupant. Mrs. Abigail Legare owns ne\:t house, Dr. John O'Hear occupant.
1882 Thomas M. Harckel, rcs. 47 Hasell
1888 Thomas M. Hanckel, master-in-equity, res. 53 Hasell
1920s 2 aparhì1ents 2/ negro in kitcher house.
1955 I I apnrtrnents

Will of Robert Wi-lson of Charleston. Dear wife. daughter, gmndchild. Executri]i daughter Sarah Jane Wilson.
Executors l)aniel Hey\aard and James J. Mccarter.
Sell messuages, lands, tenements as needed to pay debLs. Residue to wife and her heirs. Written 9/l/1846, proved
I l/3/1846 (WiU Book 44, p. 107)
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lC Zoor l'14q - Bndk ôye lioi ofùe ciy ofcludsstô\ Soùd¡ Csþ1tr ¿ la72,

Bird's eye view ofthe city of Charleston, Soufh C¿rolina 1872.

To change view. select desired zoom level and t'indow size fron the options belorv the Zoorn Vierv \a'indorv and then click on the image. The
display u'ill be centered w-here .vou click. To move up, dolm, left, or right '*-ithin a zoom level, click near the edge ofthe iüage i]l the Zoom View or
select an area il the Navigator Vie$ . The red box on the Navigato¡ Vierv indicates tÌre area of the inâge being vie\yed in the zooß View.

Zoornln O G G G O ZoomOut Full Imase

Windorv size O 256x 256 O 400x400 G 600x400 G 640x480 O Initial (652x430)

This imâgery \ras corìlpressed q'iflr MISID-Pùblisher. View ûltïe iúÈIm¡tioí abûùt úre I\&SID coipprqssiijt têührrìr{ìs}..

I Bibliographic ln&r'rnaiion I l-ist b-r' Geogrqphic Lpcødorr I Panor+rnic j\dapl
f{ome P¿ge

hrllj:rnr rorr.loc.ß0v,'cÐ-lrienr¡p rrenr.pl
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