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1. Nameofpropeny: ____ N_o_ t_ N_a_m_e_d ___________ _ ______________ ________ _ 

Address ot property: Street _ _ 1_4 __ G_a_d_s_d_e_n __ S_t_r_e_e_t ___ _ _________________________ _ 

City _ _ C_h_a_r_l_e_s_t_o_n ___ _ county Char l eston s1a1e -=S'""C=------- z1p _2_9_4_0_1 _ __ _ 
Name of nistoric district: ___ C_h_a_r_l_e_s_t_o_n_ O_l_d_a_n_d_·.H_i _s_t_o_r_1_· c __ D_i_s_t_r_1_· c_t ____ _ 

IX! National Register dis trict 0 certified state or local district 0 potential historic district 

2. Check nature of request: 

3. 

4 . 

0 certification that the building contributes to the signilicance of the above-named historic district (or, National Register property) for the purpose of rehab1htallon. 
l"i{] certification that lhe structure or building and. where appropriate, the land a rn~ on which such a structure or building is lnca» .-t con•ributP.S to the 

s1gn1l1cance ot the above.named historic district for a charitable con1ribu11on tor conservation purposes 
0 certilicat1on that the building does not contribute to the signihcance ol the above-named district. 
0 preliminary determination tor individual listing in lhe National Register . 
0 preliminary determination lhal a building located within a potential historic district contributes to the significance of the d1s!fict. 
0 preliminary determination 1ha1 a building outside the period or area of significance contributes 10 the signilicance of the district. 

Project contact: 

Name Sarah Fick 

Street Post Off ice Box 525 ------------------ - ---- Ci ty Charleston 

State SC ------------------- Z.1p _ 2_.9_4_0_2 ____ Daytime Telephone Number 843-723-46 75 

Owner: 

t hereby atlest that the inlormation I have provided is. to the best of my knowledge, correct, and that I own lhe property described above. I understand that 
fals1fica1ton ol factual representattons in this application is subject to criminal sanc1io 10 Sl 1n fines or impri ent for up lo hve years pursuant 

to 18 u.s c. (!?01. l 
Name r E1l?t w I M <; s \ Signature Date r L. I ~ ( 0 I 

Organizatiofl - ---------------

Social Security or Taxpayer Identification Number --------------------- ---

Street 'UJ '-f /\/{ A-K~~ fJ> .:tf-( 0 2- City --'-Hv_ r'_ O _L_V_L_U_~~-
Sta1e ___ ...:;.../{..__._( -------- Zip __,C/_ (Q'"""--"-fi,__{ ""--L- Oay1tme Telephone Number 8' l)f 2~J--

NPS Office Use Only 

The Na1tonal Park Service has reviewed the "Historic Preservation Certification Applicatiofl - Part 1" for the above.named property and hereby determines tnal 

the property: 

0 contributes to the significance of the above.named district (or National Register propeny) and is a "cer1iflod historic s1ruc1uro" for the purpose ol ret1abihtation. 

'll7! con tributes 10 the significance ol ltle above-named district and is a "ce1tilied historic structure" for a charitable contribution fo1 conservation purposes 1n ac· 
r\ cordance with the Tax Treatment Extension Act of 1980. 
0 does not contribute lo the signihcance of the above·named district. 

Preliminary Determinations: 

0 appears to meet lhe National Register Criteria for Evaluation and wilt likely be hsted in the National Register of Historic Places 11 nominated by the State 
Historic Preservatton Officer according to the procedures set lorth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

0 ooes not appear to meet the Nattonal Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely not be listed 1n the Nahonal Registe1. 
0 appears 10 contribute to 1he significance of a potential historic district. which will likely be listed in lhe National Register of Historic Places if nom1na1ed by the 

Stale H1sto1ic Preservation Officer. 
0 

National Park Service OfficefTetephone No· 

xxxxxxxxx



~ot Named 
1perty Name 

HISTORIC p I .• SE.RV A TION 
CEATlFICATlON APPLICATtON­

.. PART 1 
NPS 01111<& UH Only 

J 
14 Gadsden Street, Charleston ~C 

I Prole~t Number: 

>p&rt)I Addresa 

DHcrlpllon of phy9loal appearance: 

Built ca . 1850 as an investment property, 14 Gadsden Street is a two and one-half 
story frame townhouse on a low brick foundation, set with its closed gable end 
fronting Gadsden Street. The north elevation along Wentworth Street is e xtended 
by a two-story rear gable wing that is narrowe1: than the ~ain block. Two 
stuccoed brick chimneys rise from the north slope of the slate roof, nearly at 
the ridgeline, and there is a brick exterior chimney at the rear of the wing. 
The main block features two gabled dormers with 6/6 sash at each side elevation. 

A two-tier piazza, with columns and slender turned balusters, ex~ends along the 
south elevation and wraps around to a rear entry into the wing. The piazza and 
garden are essentially closed to the street. A driveway from Wentworth Street 
accesses a garage that was first built in the late 1930s when the east half of 
the lot was subdivided and sold. The garage was completely rebuilt after 
Hurricane H•1g.,. 

CONTINUED 

Date of Construcllon: ~e.A:..!-~·~\c....:~:;.;:SO::;.._ ____ Source ol Dalo: _"\)l,2i'e::~~~'S~1-±c..xD~..i~S~'~~~::.:·-----------
Dale(e) of Alteration(s): ----------

Ha& building been moved? 0 yes dC no. If so. when? ·---- ------------------------

;, Statement of slgntttcanoe: 

#14 Gadsden Street is a good example of a side-~all plan house with double par­
lors, a design that was popular in during the 1840s and 1850s when a large stock 
of investment and owner-occupied residences were constructed in Harleston 
Village. In setting, size, scale, mass and material, the building contributes to 
its streetscape and to the surrounding Charleston Old and Historic District. The 
1973 Feiss-Wright Inventory includes 14 Gadsden S~reet in Group 3 ' (Significant): 
"Good architectural quality. Vernacular. Of less sophistication and refinement 
than 'Excelle~t'. Modest, appealing, curious, interesting. To be retained and 
protected . " 

·~·Historical Background 

#14 Gadsden Street was built on a section of Lot 62 in Harleston Village . Lot 62 
was part of a large tract owned by Peter Wyatt, a lumber mill owner who was 
related by ma'rriage to William Aiken Sr., president of the SC Canal and Railroad 
Company. Wyatt's will, written in 1820, directed his executors to sell much of 
his· property and divide the proceeds among his daughters Violetta, Susanna, and 
Mary Elizabeth (Mrs . James Brickell Hill). Soon afterward Dr. Hill died, and in 
1825 Mary Elizabeth Hill remarried Dr . Eli Geddings . 

CONTINUED 

1. Ptlotographa and maps. 

Attach photographs and maps _ lo appllcalion. 

continuation sheets allaohed: ~ yes 0 no 
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CONTINUATION/AMENDMENT SHEET 
OMB Approved 
No. 1024-0009 

Not Named 
Historic Preservation 

Certification Application 
· Properly Name 

14 6-a.Asden ~. c..ba.d~ :SC.... 
Properly Address 

. 
Instructions. Read lhe instruc tions carefully belore completing. Type, or prinl clearly in black ink. Use this sheet 10 continue sections of the Parl 1 and Part 2 ap· 
plication, or 10 amend an application already submiued. Photocopy additional sheets as needed. 

This sheet: di continues Part 1 0 continues Parl 2 0 amends Part 1 0 amends Part 2 NPS Pro_iect Number: 
-----------~ 

5. Description of physical appearance, continu e d 

Principal windpw openings have· double-hung 6'/6 wood sash. There are tripartite 
windows at the front and rear gable ends. First floor openings onto the piazza 
have large glass and wood-paneled doors. At the second level are trench doors. 
The front entry opening, set in a corbeled surround, has a transom and 
sidelights. 

The sicl.:- tiall plan interior 'f:P.ci ·Lures two large parlors connected by paneleC:: 
pocket doors, each with two doorways to the south piazza and two-panel interior 
doors flanking the chimney (the east opening at the rear parlor has been 
infiJ.led). Much of the historic fabric remains: heart-pine flooring, plaster 
walls and ceilings, deep cornices, carved wood fireplace surrounds with plain 
mantel shelfs, and baseboards with molded caps. Acanthus-leaf corner blocks 
accentuate the window and door openings in the main first floor spaces. Wood has 
been s t ripped in the rear . (east) parlor and a paneled overmantel installed. The 
early mantel piece remains. This firebox and the one above it were converted 
with coal grates. 

A partition wall across the wide corridor divides it into entry hall and stair 
hall. (The multi-light door with 12-light fixed transom is a later alteration.) 
A narrow double window with four-light sash illuminates the stair, which curves 
along the north wall . It retains a turned newel post and slender turned 
baluste't's, scroll detail along the stringer, and paneled wainscot . The stair 
from the second floor to the attic r .ises separately along the interior wall. 

The second floor has paneled doors like the first floor , but simpler door and 
window surrounds, without wainscot panels beneath the windows, wood cornices, and 
simple fireplace surrounds with pilasters and narrow mantel shelf. Cornices were 
removed from the hallway, probably when HVAC was installed. 

CONTINUED 

Name------------------ Signature------------------ Dale--------

Street Cily 
--------------------------~ ----- ----------------

Stale Zip Daytime Telephone Number r ------------ ---------~ ----------------~ 

NPS Office Use Only 

O The National Park Service has determined that these project amendments meet the Secretary of the Interior's "Standards 
for Rehabilitation.'' 

O The National Park Service has determined that these project amendments will meet the Secretary of the Interior's "Standards 
for Rehabilitation" if the attached conditions are met. 

O The National Park Service has determined that these project amendments do not meet the Secretary of the Interior's 
"Standards for Rehabilitation." 

Dato National Park Service Authorized Signature National Park Service OfficefT olephone No. 

0 See Altachments 



CONTINUATION/AMENDMENT SHEET 

Not Named 
Propeny Name 

14 Gadsden Street, Charleston SC 
Propeny ~dress 

Historic Preservation 

Certification Application 

5. De scription of physical appearance , continued 

At the attic level are two finished rooms and a modern bathroom at the front end 
of the hallway. Heart-pine flooring and wood mantels remain, but walls and 
ceilings are finished in sheetrock. There is an interesting flushboard wainscot 
extended as a window seat in the back room . 

The rear gable wing and rear piazza have been reworked several times. Window and 
door surrounds at the first floor kitchen have bulls-eye cornerblocks , and the 
opening from wing to main hall has a late nineteenth century wood-and-glass door. 
Ca . 1900 an angled bathroom enclosure was built in the corner of the first floor 
piazza where it meets the rear wing. The rear opening from parlor to hall was 
infilled, and the opening f rc!n piazza to wing ci~<"'l1'~ tf" h,l\V,.. been relocated. The 
surround is truncated where it meets the main rear wall. 

Two bays of the upper piazza were later infilled with flushboard siding to 
provide a bathroom and laundry room . During the late twentieth century, the 
interior of the wing was extensively reworked with modern finishes and exposed 
brick fireboxes and chimney breasts. 

The overall loss of interior fabric has been minimal, and the original plan is 
nearly intact in the primary spaces. Rear infill and alterations to the 
secondary spaces do not detract from the building's integrity as a substantial 
mid-nineteenth century townhouse . 

6. Statement of significance, continued 

In 1827 Peter Wyatt's estate conveyed property at the corner of Gadsden Street 
and Ashley Avenue to Eli Geddings, Wyatt's daughter's husband. The 1829 City 
Directory shows Eli and Mary Elizabeth Geddings living on Meeting Street; they 
are not found in Charleston (or in the state) in 1830; in 1840 they were in 
Chester County for the census but on Meeting Street for the City Directory. In 
1849, still living on Meeting Street, they mortgaged several parcels to Provident 
Institution for Savings . It is likely that the mortgage funded construction of 
rental properties along the east side of Gadsden Street. 

Tax assessor's book for 1852 show Geddings ' four lots on Gadsden Street with 
three frame houses, including the 2-1/2 story wood house at "7 Gadsden," the cor­
ner lot. By 1861 there were four frame houses. James L. Barnwell occupied the 
corner house, then known as "10 Gadsden." 

Eli Geddings is thought to have built 69 Ashley Avenue, at the south corner of 
his wife's large inheritance, as the family residence sometime after 1852. How­
ever, they lived on George Street at least from 1852 to 1860. 69 Ashley may be 
the wood house at 13 Lynch Street which the 1861 Census of Charleston cites as 
owned by Dr. Eli Geddings and occupied by Mrs. Margaret Ann Dawson . It was not 
unusual for rental properties, like the house at 14 Gadsden , to be substantially 
constructed with refined detail, and it remains uncertain when or if the Geddings 
family occupied 69 Ashley Avenue. 

CONTINUED 
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Not Named 
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14 Gadsden Street, Charleston SC 
Property ~dress 

Historic Preservation 

certlfl~atlon Application 

6 . Statemen t of signi f i ca n ce , con ti nued 

By 1869 , Mary Elizabeth Geddings had died and Provident Institution for Savings 
was being reorganized as Charleston Savings Institution. Harmon H. DeLeon bought 
and foreclosed the Geddings mortgage. Eli Geddings sold 10 Gadsden Street, a 77' 
X 160' lot with house , to Eliza C. Jones for the $4000 remaining on the mortgage. 

Ten years later Eliza Jones sold the property for $2525 to William D. Porter, 
acting as trustee of Annie Cart and her children . The will of Cart's mother, 
probated in 1876, had directed most of her assets to be sold with the proceeds to 
benefit her two daughters, and the Cart family moved into 14 Gadsden Street. In 
1022 Y.r~· . C:i::::<:. ~old the rear strip of the propert} ( tc~oy's 179 Wentworth 8\:!.<.:c;:; 
to Richard J . Morris. Mrs. Cart died in 1891, leaving six children. They 
remained in t he house , which was listed in the 19 01 City Directory as the 
residence of William Porter Cart . In 1909 Will:iam Porter Cart, Annie's son, 
bought the family home from his surviving siblings for its appraised value, 
$3000 . 

The Cart family lived at 14 Gadsden Street for decades . At some point befor'e 
1942 , the back half of the lot was subdivided , and a separate house (today ' s 181 
Wentworth) was built, replacing an earlier two-story dwelling unit . William 
Cart's widow Hermine sold 14 Gadsden Street in 1981 . 
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14 Gadsden Street 
Charleston, sc 

January 2002 

West facade and south piazza. 

14 Gadsden Street 
Charleston, SC 

January 2002 

Facing north along Gadsden Street . 

Piazza, · 
view facing no~' th. 

Jq Gadsden Street 
Charl eston, SC 

Janua r y 2002 

Facing east along Wentworth SLreet . 



14 Gadsden Street 
Ch•rl<1Gton, SC 

Januury 2002 

Facing south along Gadsden Street . 

l4 Gadsden Str eet 
CharleGton, SC 

January 2002 

Facing couth .. ·est along Wentworth Street . 

14 Gadsden Street 
Charleston, SC 

Jnnuary 2002 

Rear elevation facing north. First floor 
bathroom e nclosure, upper level piazza 
infill. 

l4 Gadaden Street 
Charleston, SC 

Janua r y 2002 

Fi•·nt level piaz7.a facing nonh towar d 
angled ba~hroom enclo9ure at rear wing . 



14 Gadsden Street 
Cha:-leston, SC 

January 2002 

First floor !ronl parlor facing nor~h . 

t:nt1y hall tacing west. 

14 Gadsden Street 
Charleston, SC 

January 2002 

14 Gadsden Street 
Charleston, sc 

January 2002 

Firat floor double parlors 
southoaot . 

facing 

14 Gadsden Street 
Charleston, SC 

J anuary 2002 

Firat floor rear \east) parlor facing 
nort.h t.owa rd otairhall. Historic mantel 
remains, eidded overmantel. 



14 Gadsden Street 
Charleston, SC 

Janua::-y 2002 

t Mid - 20th First floor stairhall tacin9 we9 . 
century m·olti- light door and lranGo:n . 

Stair. 

14 Gadnden Street 
thar leslon, SC 

Januat·y 2002 

14 Gadsden Street 
Charleston, SC 

January 2002 

Rear wing facing sou t hwest . Door and 
s urround at lef t were ahiftad west to make 
room !or angled bathroom anclosure on piazza . 

lSI Flo:::R. U) tn b­
F n<.. m b- €..t'\~I 
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14 Gadsden Street 
Charleston, SC 

January 2002 

Second floor front chamber, facing 
northwest. 

14 Gadsden Street 
t.harleston , SC 

Jamrnry 2002 

Second floor fi-on t c hamber, fac i ng 
f;Outhwest. 

14 Gadsden Street 
Charles t on, SC 

January 2002 

Second floor rear chamber1 facing 
northeast. Doorway at right to bathroom 
at enclosed pi azza bay. 

l 4 Gadsden Street 
Charleston, SC 

January 2002 

Second floor pi azza enclosure . 
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l 4 Gadsdon Street 
Ch arleston, sc 

January 2002 

Upper level atair faci ng west . 

At tic level faci ng w&at. 

14 Gadsden Street 
Charleston, SC 

January 2002 

14 Gadsden Street 
Charleston, SC: 

January 2002 

1\tt.ic levQl , t'ront room facing northwest . 



14 Gadsden Screet 
Charleston, sc 

January 2002 

At~ic lovol, rear room facing northeast . 




