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Why conduct historical research on 22 Mary St,

Shaw Memorial School?

The Shaw Memorial School (as it was originally named) was formed in the
1860°s by a Board of Trustees to honor the fallen Colonel, Robert Gould Shaw of the
Massachusetts 540 regiment. There is not much of a written history on this property and
what is there, shows conflicting dates of formation as well as a scant details. This
investigation has been completed to pull together a cohesive story about the Shaw
Memorial School including its formation, roots in the Civil War, the building, as well as
influential péople associated with it. This property has a very unique history, unlike any
in the Charleston area, with its ties to the North and the Civil War, it is difficult to ignore
such a property and its story.

Before the school is discussed, there will be an investigation into the
Massachusetts 54™ Regiment and their story will be told. Following this, will be a brief
overview of the Mazyck-Wraggborough district of Charleston, the area in which the
schoollsits. This extenstve background is included to accurately set the stage for the
forming of the school and 1o offer a deeper understanding of the context that school
emerged from. It is hopeful that by the end of this investigation it will be clear how the
Shaw Memorial School came to be and why it’s an important piece of history in
Charleston. The property is still in use today, and serves the community as the Boys and
Girls Club of Charleston, touching the lives of many children in the community as it did

over 100 years ago as the Shaw Memorial School.



The Massachusetts 54 Regiment

To fully understand how the Shaw Memorial School came to be; there needs to be
an investigation into the Massachusetts 54" Regiment and Robert Gould ..S:haw, the |
Colonel in charge. The Shaw School was formed to honor Cbl. Shaw and his leadership

of the Mass. 54™ léadjng up to the infamous battle a Fort Wagner off the coast of
§ Charleston,' SC. The story of the 54™ regiment is a unique one as it was the first official

regiment of colored northerners of the

United States, setting the stage for blacks
to serve in the armed forces in the
decades to follow. The 54™ as it is often

referred to as, was a product of the

Emancipation Proclamation when - |

Depiction of the siege at Ft Wagner

President Lincoln announced that

Colored men Wouid'ﬁofw be aécepted to serve the country in the armed forées, the 54

- was one of the ﬁi‘st bolored regiments formed. Soon after its conception, a 26-year-old
Harvard student by the. name of Rbbeﬁ Goﬁld Shaw was asked to lead the group of men.
Shaw was a ﬁm of high sociél status, coming from a well connected family and atteﬁded

_-Harvafd. Prior to accepting the offer to lead the 54™ he had other leadership

“opportunities on his plate inclﬁding his cﬁrrent position leading the Second

__:Massachusetts Calvary. Massachusetts G:;.)ver'niolr John A. Andrew, a friend of the Shaw

| family, arranged the 54“_1 regiment and Wés thé'éne to send the letter to Shaw himself, it

read:



Captain,

I am about to organize, in Massachusetts, a Colored Regiment as part of the
- volunteer quota of this state-the commissioned officers to be white men. T have today
written your Father, expressing to him my sense of the importance of this undertaking,
- and requesting him to forward to you this letter, in which I offer you the Commission of
Colonel over it. The Lieutenant Coloneley I have offered to Captain Hallowell of the
Twentieth Massachusetts Regiment. It is important to the organization of this regiment
that I should receive your reply to this offer at the earliest day consistent with your ability
to arrive at a deliberate conclusion on the subject

Respectfully and very truly yours,
John A. Andrew’
In sending the letter to Shaw’s parents, Andrew knew it was going to be harder for him to

refuse the position, but Shaw initially did so anyway. The Shaw family was known to be

a supporter of the Abolitionist movement and

: .Andrew hoped ‘;hat this, along with |
contacting his parents, would sway Shaw to .
accept the offer to lead the 54™, Andrew

~made it clear that to lead the unit he wanted
“a gentleman of “the highest tone and
honor”, from the “circles of educated,
an.ti.slavery society.”” Andrews request to
have Shaw lead the 54™ shows the high

statu'ré of the Shaw family, as well as t_hé;-.

reputation that Shaw was beginhing to _b_uild

himself. Although it seems that others','li.ke - o
: B  Col. Robert Gould Shaw

Andrew, saw Shaw as a strong fit for the position, Shaw did not agree, stating to his -

1 Duncan, Russell. Blue-Eyed Child of Fortune. Athens, Georgia: University of Georgia Press, 1992. P. 23
; 2 Duncan, Russell. Blue-Eyed Child of Fortune. Athens, Georgia: University of Georgia Press, 1992. P. 22
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father “ I would take it, if [ thought myself equal to the responsibility of such a
position.” Upon pondering his decision for a few days, Shaw changed his mind and told
his father to destroy the letter because he was going to lead the 54™. Soon after accepting |
the position, S,héw went to Boston to begin the process of assembling his .Reg_iment. -
Newspaper ads were circulated throughout the North East aSking for colored men to -
serve in the Massachusetts 54™ Regiment, “TO COLORED MEN! Wanted—good men for
the 54 Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteers, of African Descent...Rally around the
Flag of F reedom and evince that you are not inferior in courage and Patriotism to White
I\/_Ien.”4 In all, 600 men enlisted _in the 54:“_1 from many different states, all of which
convened in Boston to undergo their training. On May 28" 1863 the 54™ was properly
sent out of Boston with a parade to honor their bravery and wish them well as they made
| -ﬂn_eir way South. The next mornihg they left for South Carolina by ship, unsure of what
they would be faé_i'ng in the months to come. They arrived in Hilton Head, SC on June 3™
of that year. By agreeing to lead the 54", Shaw, a prominent white from the 'Noft_h? was
treading on ground that not many, if any at all, had ever treaded on.. There Wetemany
uncertainties about leading blacks into battle, it could zgo the route of some of the white
regiments that retreat a:t.fhe battle lines, “Shaw feared that if his men turned to escape,
_Nort_hé.rn. whites would seize on fhe_ 'tia.x_ample to “prove” black_inferiority and persuade the
_ gogvérnment to withdraw its comrﬁitment to black regimerﬂcs.”5 Late on July 17th, 1863,
Shaw was informed fhat his men would be leading the siege at Ft Wagner on Morris
E _ island. He could ha\:re.d'eclined the leading of the attack, “But Shaw knew that the key to

Charleston lay at the':'ehc:l of the beach. If black men could storm ﬂw fort and open up the

3 Duncan, Russell. Blue-Eyed Child of Fortune. Athens, Georgia: University of Georgia Press, 1992. P. 23
* Duncan, Russell. Blue-Eyed Child of Fortune. Athens, Georgia: University of Georgia Press, 1992. P. 27
* Duncan, Russell, Blue-Eyed Child of Fortune. Athens, Georgia: University of Georgia Press, 1992. P. 48




door to the birthplace of the rebellion, the symbolism would be enormous.” At seven
O’clock on July 18™ Shaw addressed his men “in a most friendly way”, challenging the
men to “take the fort or die there”’ Shaw gave his orders froru in front of his men,
ordering them forward, and soon after ordered “double quick™ as the traversed the beach.
“ With a:_small group of men, Shaw somehow made it to the top of the parapet before an
enemy .b.ullet killed him” Those around him remembered he “had waived his sword and
u.rged his men forwar_d”8 With the leadership and inspiration of Shaw, almost half of the
54_“1. regiment made if; into the fort before being forced to retreat. Of the 600 men that

: charged the fort, 272 were killed, Wounded.;()f c_:a.ptured.9 Although there were many men
killed on Morris Island that day, including Col _Shaw, the bravery of his _regiment showed
that “blacks had proven themselves as ﬁghtmg men and vindicated their spbnsors, the
abolitionists™'? thus op.ening fhe (;loor. for the confident formation of other black o
regiments in the future. Col. Shaw was seen as a hero to the men of the 54™ and led his
men to be great, able bodied fighters and he did so with honor and. respect to them. This
showed through the words of one of his men “He was one of the very best men in the

world.”!!

The soldiers of the 54™ were not only ﬁghting to gain ground in the Civil War,
but were also trying to gain respect for blacks throughout the country. It is evident that - -

Shaw connects with the men on this Ieve'l: and sees this-as an qpportuhity to prove that

6 Duncan, Russell. Blue-Eyed Child of Fortune. Athens, Georgia: University of Georgia Press, 1992. P. 51

Duncan Russell. Blue-Eyed Child of Fortune. Athens, Georgia: University of Georgia Press, 1992 P. 52 _
® There are many accounts of the cvents at Ft. ‘Wagner that infamous day, one if which is from. Confederate
Lieutenant, Robert C. Gilchrist who defended the fort on the day of the 54 seige. Later that day there was
a second attack on Ft. Wagner that led to the capture of the Island. He later describes the fighting on Morris
Island “Blood, mud, water, brains and human hair matted together; men lying in every possible attitude, =
with every conceivable expression on their countenances; their limbs bent into unnatural shapes by the fall
of twenty or more feet...” (Duncan, 1992) Gilchrist goes on to continue describing the horror he witnessed
that infamous day..

1o Duncan Russell. Blue-Eyed Child of Fortune. Athens, Georgia: University of Georgia Press, 1992. P.53-
Duncan Russell. Blue-Eyed Child of Fortune Athens, Georgia: Unlver51ty of Georgla Press, 1992, P.54
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blacks deserve a place in the world equal to the whites, even if that opportunity means

dying in battle.



Mazyck-Wraggborough, the setting for the Shaw School

The Shaw Memorial School was erected in a relatively new part of Charleston
known as Mazyck—Wraggborough. Lying_ aB'ove Boundary St (today’s Calhoun St), this
area had ﬁbt yet been settled by the groWing “sprawl” of Charleston, but was seen as a
promising area for development and grthh of the city. (see 1858 plat). The Mazyck-
Wragborough district grew out of two distinct districts lying adjacent to one another and
were combined to be kno.wn as one area of the city. Aécording to the National Register of
Hi:stdric Places nomingtion form, “They form a cohesive area extending north from |
Calhoun St, east from Méetiﬂg St and west from East Bay St. They were nafned after two
families, the Wragg far_nily and the Mazyck family, both large land owners. in the area
prior to its settlemeﬁt ahd integration into the city of Charleston.” T-h_é Wragg -famil.y held
a great deal of '1and in this area of Cha.rlestq’n and later donated some.of it to the Second
Presbyterian Church. Both of these familie.s. Weré'very wealthy and wanted to live
suburban lives, and therefore lived above Bbundary St. where the land was not settled
yet. As the city of Charleston grew, .both families saw an opportunity to sell off their land
and help the 'city expand its footprint. “Wragg plahﬁed the development of .his estate as
the suburb of Wraggbo'roﬁgh nammg the streets after various members of the family
including, John Henrletta Ann Elizabeth, Mary and Judith. "!2This new area of the 01ty R
was quickly settled through the 1800s and was soon home to many other famﬂles | |

“including the Alkens and the Manigaults who became 1nﬂuent1a1 families in Charleston

(Refer to 1878 Map of Charleston for reference of Shaw Memorlal School

2 Poston, Jonathan. The Buildings of Charleston. C(_Jlumbia', SC, University of South Carolina Press, 1997.

P 588




The formation of the Shaw Monument Fund

Colonel Shaws leadership of the Massachusetts 54 specifically at Ft Wagner
gave him a place in:history, as many people admired his bravery and commitment to not
only the men of hlS regiment, but also the betterment of the lives of Blacks in America.
The Shaw Memorial School was the first tribute ever created to Shaw, founded through
the bravery'of' the battle at Morris Island as well as his commitment to better the lives of |
blacks by helping them earn their place within society. Many people mourned the death
of Shaw, but knew that he had died in the noblest way, bes_ide _his men. His death was not

-:seen as the end of an era for Shaw, following his death it W:a:s -décided &at money should
_Be collected to erect a monument of sorts to r'e'm_ember him bjf. A Board of Trustees was -
~ established consisting of many iﬁdivi_duals that S.haw.associated with during his tirﬁé |
with the 54™ and prior. Littlé is known about the establishmenf of the Trustees, or the
records they kept but they were .as follows; Rufus Saxton, T.W. Higginson, E.N.
Hallowell, George William Curtis, and E. M. Hooper. (sec Figure 1) It is important to
mention that although it is unknown what process brought the Trustees together, it is
known that they had all formed relationships with one another as well as wii;h Shaw over
the years leading up to Shaw’s death. There are many references to _these ﬁlen in Shaw’s
1é#§rs; “Ned Hooper extracted me by takmgme to tea at his housé‘,-and :I: .have not

:_ Véntured into town, on foot, SiIﬁlCC.”:BIn.ﬂfli.Sf sa.m.e.letter Shaw aléo-refefences Higginson,
- “Col. Higginson came over to_.:see us, day:.i).efo.re yesterday. I have never seen someone:

| put his whole soul into his work as he does.”'* Shaw had closer relationships with some

" Duncan, Russell. Blue-Eyed Child of Fortune. Athens, Georgia: University of Georgia Press, 1992. P.
339

14 Duncan, Russell. Blue-Eyed Child of Fortune. Athens, Georgia: University of Georgia Press, 1992. P.
339 o : _ . e . .



“of these men, than others; “Shaw confided to Hallowell his fear of dying and said that if a

fight came, “I trust God will give me

-fstren‘gth to do my duty.”...Shaw hid this
;fea:'r ffom the other officers and men”"
"(.}e_:neral Rufus Saxton was the glue that - -
bfought the Trustees together and was thé
major driving force that made the Shaw |
Memorial School happen. In an excerpt

from Thomas Hig.\ginsons.:booki,'_Army Life

in a Black Regimgfz_t-lé, h.e notes the men of

the First South Carolina Volunteers (whom

Higginson led) “knew about the

circumstances of his death (bei bert
. (be g Ro Thomas Wentworth Higginson

'Gould Shaw), and many of them had subscribed towards a monument for him, -a project
.'-'which originated with Rufus Saxton, and which was finally .cmbodi'ed in the “Shaw
:SchooI-house” at Charleston;’”Y It is.unclear whether or not money Was collected from the
First South Carolina Volunteers, or if they were just proponents of a memorial being
erected in Shaws hono;:r."In additién to this, it is also unclear what the Massachusetts R '
54™¢ role was in the formation of the Shaw Memorial School, but given the close

relationships between the Trustees and the military roles they held, it can be surmised

l-s_'Dl_incan, Russell. Blue-Eyed Child of Fortune. Athens, Georgia: University of Georgia Press, 1992. P. 51

16 Army Lifé in a Black Regiment written by Thomas Wentworth Higginson is an account of the lives of
those men in the First South Carolina Volunteers whom Higginson was the Colone! of. Higginson was well
connected with General Rufus Saxton as well as Robert Gould Shaw, all of which were proponents of the
abolition of slavery. Army Life in a Black Regiment draws links between many of these men, who later
become the Trustees of the Shaw Monument Fund. _

Y"Higginson, Thomas W. Army Life In A Black Regiment. Boston: Fields, Osgood &Co,1870. P. 226
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that this was not the working of just the Board of Trustees or any one specific regiment or
group of soldiers, but rather a coming together of many individuals and groups who all

wanted to memorialize Shaw.

10



The Shaw Memorial School

After the establishment of the Shaw Monument Fund Trustees, it was decided that
: a school would be erected in Charleston to commemorate Shaw. It is known that the
“Trustees first purchased a lot on Rutledge Av. In Charleston, on March 16“’, 1868 the lot
was sold in order to obtain a piece of property on Mary St. where the Shaw School was
ultimately g:stablished. BThe lot.(.)n Mary Street was purchased from a Robert.C. Gilchrist
of Charleston in the amount of $2,500 on March 25, 1868."” The records kept on the
Shaw Memorial S_'éh_OO_l in the.c_l:ays of its conception and years following are _spar's:e_:_,_.:
while records are availall')le_.aﬁer the school is leased to the City of Charleston in.'.1'8 74,
The Shaw Memorial School was funded in part by the New England Freedmen’s Aid
Society, 'é.s well és the Freedmen’s burcau and a “T'wo story building was erected”™ In
th'e t_efms of the lease it designates that the school should be “A good free school open to
' all children without distinction of race or previous conditions of servitude, and that such
.-'ISChool, so to be maintained shall be called “ The Shaw Memorial_ School™ (see Figure
2)*! The school functioned under this fundiﬁg until. 1874..Whe.ﬁ it Was.turned over to the
Charleston Board of School Commissioners who accepted a lease of the building and its
fixtures for a p_e_fiod of ten years. It .is at thié time that the Charleston Boéra'of S_c_:hbdl

Commissioners discusses during one of their meetings, the changes that will be made to

% Drago, Edmund L. Charleston’s Avery Center. Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2006. P. 76

' Robert C. Gilchrist of Charleston is believed to be the same Robert C. Gilchrist that defended Morris

. Island at the battle of Ft. Wagner where Col. Shaw died. There is no direct link found between Col. Shaw
and Gilchrist, but it is evident that Gilchrist saw the aftermath of the battle at Ft. Wagner from his
description of the attack noted in earlier note.

- # Drago, Edmund L. Charleston’s Avery Center. Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2006. P. 76

' 21 USA, Charleston, SC, Register of Mesne and Conveyance, Book P-16
. Page 205-206. ‘ '
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| the building and what the salaries of the teachers and staff will be. (see Figure 3) It is
decided that there will be “a Principal, Vice Principal, (who shall also be the teacher of
the first class, four first class teachers, and five second classes to be subject to subsequent
modifications by the Board according to the relative numbers of the pupils.” (see figure
4y During this meeting some physical changes were also proposed to the Building, “The
committee also recommend thét 4 partition be execﬁted across the middle of each of the
two large rooms in the'Bodf of the building, these rooms being éntireiy too large for the
accommodation of sing:le. classes. They also recommend the rémbval of two staircases at
the rear of the b__uﬂding; wﬁich encumber two rooms that are 0théruﬁ$§ 'eg_:éllently
adapted as recitation rooms _ these changes will involve comparaﬁvely-littié. expense.”
The Shaw Memorial School became one of the top schools in the City of Cha:rlest.o.n as

well as one of the most well attended, with its enrolment in 1878 at 742 students.24The__

‘Trustees of the Shaw Monument Fund were very pleased with the success of the school ... o

and supplied funds to upgrade it in 1878, these upgrades included the addition of two
wings in the back of the building. In 1884, the ten-year lease with the city was up and the
Trustees, still pleaéed with the running and succesé of thé school, decided to sign a lease
with the city for 99 years. (see figure 5) The minutes from a July 9™ 1883 School Board
meeting staté "‘M'r. Porter moved i:hat the papers and létters of M.r 'I.{'(.)'opéf,.:nowiin his
possessiolrll,. be turned over the Mr. Bryan with instructions to execute lease of Shaw

School for a term of 99 Years, as proposed by Trustees of said school.”?* The

- 2 USA, Charleston, SC. Charleston County Public Library Archives, Records of the City Board of Schoo!
‘Commissioners, 1812-1935. Box 5.
# UUSA, Charleston, SC. Charleston County Public Library Archives, Records of the City Board of School

" Commissioners, 1812-1935. Box 5.

= Drago, Edmund L. Charleston’s Avery Center. Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2006. P. 120

. ® USA, Charleston, SC. Charleston County Public L1brary Archives, Records of the City Board of School
'Comlmssmners 1812-1935. Box 5.
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establishment of the Shaw Memorial School embodied the ideals of Col. Shaw and his
goals of bettering the lives of blacks, and in the case of the Shaw School, blacks and
whites. Shaw Memorial School was one of the top institutions in the city next to the
Avery Normal Instituté, in 1902 the Shaw School in conjunction with the Morris St.
school were educating over 3,773 students combined. By 1921 Charleston schools were
~'so over crowded thaf the student teacher ratio at The Shaw School reached 60.6:1.%° The
school remained in session until 1938 when it became a settlement house fﬁr the city of

Charleston.

2 Drago, Edmund L. Charleston’s Avery Center. Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2006. P. 170




Its later years...

After its closing in 1938 the building became home to people who were displaced
from their homes due to a tornado in the Charleston area. (see figures 6&7) In 1957, the
Shaw Memorial School property became home to the Boys and Girls Club of Charleston,

_'1ts current occupant. The Boys and Girls Club Robert Gould Shaw Unit prides its self on
bemg a “safe, structured and nurturing. envu'onment for klds after school 27 The 1971,
the building was in very poor shape and was condemned by the city of Charleston and

- was soon taken over by the city, as the Shaw Monument Fund Trustees technically still
- owned it.*® Following this, the_Building Was put on the National Register of Historic |
Places in 1973 with the nomination form stating “The City of Charleston hopes to convert
this complex of buildings to a recreational center.” (see figure 8 and National Register
form) The next.year the building underwent a $200,000 renovation, which included the
removal of top two stories of the building, leaving just the masonry foundation for use by
the Boys and Girls Club. The building currently has a second floor that is home to the

"computer lab, as well as a recoding studio for the kids of 'th_o_ Shaw Unit to use. Along
With the second story, there have been some additions to.the-building including a library
to the west fagade, as well as a large, two story gymnasium on the north, or back fagade.
By looking at the construct.i'or.l of Sthe additions, specifically similaﬁties of their -
construction, 1t is beheved that these additions were made in 1974 when the building
received its renovation by the city of Charleston. (see appendix of current photos of the

building)

Ed “Boys and Girls Club” Youtube. com http://www.youtube. com/watch'?v=IH5QZcVUsBQ

8 USA, Charleston, SC. Register of Mesne and Conveyance, Book S 96
page 116 17. '
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Current building description

E The Shaw Memorial School was originally built between 1868 and 1874 as a
_th%ée :story flat roofed, clapboard structure, resting on::a hlgh bfiék foundation with tall
_'aréhés set into the brickwork. In 1974 structure underwent extensive renovations, which
i'ﬁélﬁded removing all floors abo_\fre'the basement level, leaving the brick foundation as
the only remaining original structure.

The current building is a flat roofed, one and one half story, brick building with high
'. arches set into th¢ brickwork. All of the brickwork is covered by green stucco and |
extends approx. ten f_eét up from ground level. Above this there is a four-foot tall,
stuccoed pedimént-thét terminates at the roofline. The facade of the building is organized
into three equal sections, with the middle portiori closest to the street. The left section
contains two identical, large brick archways containing one déor in.each. The middle
.s.e:ctio.n contains one large, centered archway that has.,.'l:)e.en ﬁlied in with brick, slightly
recessed from the face of the bﬁilding to define the 's'hfdpe of the arch;i’l"ﬁe-ifight_section 1s
a mirror image of the left, contéining the same windows. Between the inidc:llé.sectio'nE and
right sééﬁoﬁ&f the building, there is a recessed doorway that serves as the entrance to the
Boys and gitls club C

The bulldmgs footprint is in the form of a éapitol letter “T” with two wings

(protrudi:ng..]iiast-ahd West) at the far back end of the building, and the same wings
mirroréd # the front end. As described above, the front of the_.building contains a
protrudiﬂg.rr.xi_ddle section that is closer to the street than the rést of the facade, this

' pr_btrusio’n is the same size as the wing$ but is closer to the road then any other section of

15




the building. The “body” of the letter “I” contains a partial second story, which makes it

set back from the road.

The Boys and Girls Club, Robert Gould Shaw Unit, 22 Mary Street Charleston, SC.
S November, 2009
Principle Fagade
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Future Avgnues of Research
* Prior to conducting this research, the available information on the Shaw Memorial
~‘School was scattered among many different sources including deed books, minutes to
:.:sch'ool board meetings, as well as various books 'Wr_itten abou§ the city of Charleston and
the Massachusetts 54™ Regiment. This document 1san attempt té pull some of these
:résources together and offer a broader view of the foﬁﬁd_ing of the Shﬁw Memorial
School, as well as a bif on ifs story as a building. Throughout the course of the research
for this paper, many i'nterésti_ng avenues were intersected that if investigated, could lead
to more promising r_e_:séareh sufrounding the Shaw Memorial School and its conception.

Here are some possible avenues of future research:

The Shaw Monument Fund Trustees:

The names of the Trustees are given'in this document, as well as a brief
introduction to who they were and more _irﬁ_pbrtantly, how they were connected to Robert
:(_}ould Shaw. Given that this research was gondug_fed__i_n-the City .of C_harlejston and the
many of the Trustees were from fhé North, it might be beneficial to look'té resources in
the..Boston area to investigate the Trustees on a deeper level. This may or may not offer
resources that dd not e;(ist in Charleston such as deeds to the building or documents

surrounding the formation or workings of the Trustees.

Rob_eft-C, Gilchrist:
" The piece of land purchased by the Trustees was previously owned by a Robert C.
: Gilchrist of Charleston, whom is believed to be the same Robert C. Gilchrist that

_defended Ft. Wagner the day of the siege by the Massachusetts 54™. It might be

17




interesting to investigate the relationship (if any) between the individual Trustees and
Gilchrist, as well as Shaw and Gilchrist. Along these same lines, it might be beneficial to
look into why the Trustees sold their first lot on Rutledge Av. to suddenly buy the lot on

Mary St.

- The Building of the Shaw School:
It is difficult to pinpoint a date that the Shaw Memorial School was erected due to
a lack of documentation available. An investigation into the original plans for the school

as well as getting an exact date of its completion would be beneficial.

The pfppohents of the Shaw Monument Fund:
| It was originally believed that the fuﬁding for the school was collected by the men
~ of'the 54™ but current research suggests that it wésﬁ General Rufus Saﬁton who headed up
| ;[he Trustees and the mén of .the First South Carolina Volunteers who were major
proponents of the building of a monument in his honor. The formation of the Monument
Fund and who tﬁe-proponents were would be an interesting path to take, possibly pinning
. down a story to the conception of the Fund and the:collecting of the money to bﬁild the o

school.
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“54™ Massachusetts Regiment”_ Ancstery.com
- http://images.goo gle.cbmjimgres‘?imgurl=http://freepages.genealo gy.rootsweb.co
| m/~wynkoop/phot03/ft_v§a§ner.jpg&imgrefurl=http://freepages.geneaiogy.rootswe
b.ancestry.com/~wynkoop/webdocs/johnrwep htm&usg= _ iwVFtml- |
8Fhz5smlisR-
SaquZM=&h?28 8&w=450&sz=156&hl=en&start=82&um=1&tbnid=4gRQUV
87y50n8M:&tbnh:8 1 &tbnw=127&preVé/irhages%3Fq%3DMass%Z]é»54th%2611
dsp%;sDz_'o'%zshl%sDen%zéclient%sD_sgfari%zﬁrlsmDen%26sa%3DN%2sstar

t%3D80%26um%3D1

“Robert Gould Shaw” Civil war home.com
| http://www. goo_gle.com/iﬁlgres?imgurl=http://www.civilwarhome.com/images/ sh
aw.jpg&imgrefurl=http ://WWW.civilwa:rhome.com/shawbio.hUn&h=297&w=1 80
&sz=148&1bnid=zWA3X Wxcrzed VM:&tbnh=1 168tbnw=70&prev=/images¥%3Fq
:'%3DRObert%2BGould%ZBshaw&usg=_H9ZKEng7 ktDeghjj7yxV1TwacQ=&
ei=prdS9b3EIthnghvmlCg&sa=X&0i=image_result&resnm:5 &c_tﬁ@?agt#

&ved=0CBwQIQEWBA
“Thomas Wentworth Higginson” quvard Square Library

' hﬁp://WWW.harvardsquarelib'rary.org/uu_addenda/imagesingginson-

: ThomasWentworth.jpg
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“Boys and Girls Club” Youtube.com
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TH5QZcVUsBQ
~ Public Records:
USA, Charleston, SC. Register of Mesne and Conveyance, Book S 96

page 116-17.

1 ~ USA, Charleston, SC. Register of Mesne and Conveyance, Book P-16

Page 205-206.

USA Chaﬂeston, SC. Register of ‘Mesne and Conveyance, Book E-15,

Page 789.

'USA, Charleston, SC: Register of Mesne and Conveyance, Book D-15

Page 357.

USA, Charleston, SC. Register of Mesne and Conveyance, Plat Book,'-

A-146, Mary St. -

“USA, Charleston, SC. Charleston County Public Library Archives,

Records of the Cit'y Board of School Commissioners, 1812-1935. Box 5.

Interview:
. Atiya McPhcarsQﬁ,i interview with author.

November 10, 2009.
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(Presented in order listed)

Chain of Title Record and Annotated Chain of Title

Plat A-146 1858 shows the lots combined for the Shaw Monument School

Sanborn Maps
o -1888
o -1902

Cogswell Map _1878

Figures 1-5 Deeds and School Board Mecting Minutes
Figure 6- Newspaper article on Refugees in Shaw School
Figure 7- Newspaper picture of Refugees at Shaw School
Figure 8- Newspaper article; Shaw Center Is Put On Register
National Register Nomination Form (1973)

Part 1 Certification Form

Current Photos of the Shaw Memorial School Building




Chain-of-Title Record

Property Address: 22 Mary St (now known as 20 Mary St.)

The Shaw Memorial School

Date Book Grantor | Grantee Type Lot Price Comments
. &page Size
5/10/1971 | Book: S- | Rufus The City Condemnation | 112°x | $11,000 | Condemnation of
96 Saxton Council of of property 163’ property, taken
Page: 116 | et.al Charleston 6” over by City of
Charleston
Book: P- | Shaw School Lease 112°x | $1.00 Lease of Ten
5/15/1874 | 16 Monument | Comissioners, 163°6” years to the city of
Page: 205 | Fund City of Charleston
Trustees Charleston
5/25/1868 | Book: E- | Robert C. | Shaw Conveyence 102°x | $2,500 | Sale of property
15 Gilchrist | Monument 163~ from Robert C.
Page: 789 Fund Trustees Gilchrist to
Trustees
3/16/1868 | Book: D- | Master In | Robert C. $3,000 | Deed completely
15 Equity- Gilchrist illegible
Page: 357 | Tupper




Annotated Chain of Title:

May, 10/1971

Grantor: Rufus Saxton et al.
Grantee: City Council of Charleston
Book and Page:S-96 page 116
Type: Condemnation of Property
Lot:112°x163° 6”

The property was taken over by the city of Charleston from the Shaw Monument Fund Trustees by
letter of condemnation by the City.

“As being the same property conveyed to E. M Hollowell, Rufus Saxton, George William Curtis,
T.W Higginson, and E.W Hooper as Trustees of the Shaw Momument Fund by deed of Robert
Gilchrist, dated March 25® 1868.”"

May, 15/1874

Grantor: Shaw Monument Fund

Grantee: School Commissioners, City of Charleston
Book and Page: P-16 page 205

Type: Lease

Lot: 112°x 163° 6”

School building is leased to the Charleston School Board for a period of Ten years to be used as a
school.

“To hold for the term of Ten Years™

May, 25/1868

Grantor: Robert C. Gilchrist
Grantee: Shaw Monument Fund
Book and Page: E-15 page 789
Type: Conveyance

Lot: 102°x 163°

Transfer of property from Robert C. Gilchrist to the Shaw Monument Trustees.

March, 16/1868

Grantor: Master In Equity Tupper
Grantee: Robert C. Gilchrist
Book and Page: D-15 page 357
Type:

Lot:

Deed is completely illegible.

! Charleston County Register of Mesne and Conveyance, Deed book S 96, page 116, Charleston, SC.
2 Charleston County Register of Mesne and Conveyance, Deed bock P 16 , page 206, Charleston, SC.
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Shaw Trustees, Deed Book E-15 Page 789
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Charleston Board of School Commissioners meeting notes, June 3" 1874




Charteston Board of School Commissioners meeting minutes, June
o™ 1874
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SHAW 10 HOLSE
60 OF REFUGEES

88 Families Already Have
Been Rehabilitated by
Red Cross

‘I‘he( Shaw school| building, com-
verted ~into lemporary refuge for
stormesstricken, homeless Charles-
ton negroes, yesterday was put into

" use as such fof the first time when
two families with a lotal of about
len children moved in,

Additional families will be moved .

'.In today, and ahout sixty refugees

are expecled io be cheltered there

soon.

An estimaled tolal of 2,772 per-
song, in need of aid as result of ihe
tornadoes two weeks a 0, Were reg-
istered at Red' Cross eadquartery
when the books closed Thursday
night, it was said yesterday by Miss
{{elen Colwell, civilian relief direc- "

ar, S

Of these, Miss Colwell, added,
eighty-eight families have been re-
habilitated. Rehabilitation wiil con-.
tinue at the rate of about 100 such
cases a week until the task is com-
pleted, she said.

A case or family, represenis an
avearge of four and one-half ip-
dividuals,

$9.052 Conltributed

Red Cross workers ifrom national
headquarters in Washington and
from several Southeastern slates,
will continue their work here until
all refugees are rehabilitated nearly
as possible to their status before
the tornadoes,

When a refugee’s rehabilitlation js
beyond the scope of ‘Red Cross
work, the refugea is réferred to
some other agency,

Contributions receiveq at the local
headquarters, 307 Meeting street,
yesterday reached $9,052, Mrs, Azile
Brown Tyler, executjve secretary,
announced. Nationai headquariers
has set the goal here at $10,000. ¥t
has been estimated that the Red
Cross work with refugees here will
cost more than $100,000, Other
cities in the Southeast also have
been assigned quotas but they have
‘'not been announced, .

The Charleston health departmeni, 1
which started an anti-typhoid clinic
Monday as a posi-disaster measure,
Yeported that 2,720 persons had been
inoculated through yesterday,

A ceniral clinic for both whites

- and negroes will be held at the

county center this morning at 9:30
o'clock.
Clinies Scheduled

The clinie schedule for next week
and the following week will be:

Mondays, James Simons schoot for
whites; Burke Indusirial ethool for
negroes, :

.. Tuesday's, St, Joseph's school for

whites;. Muist school for negroes.
Wednesdays, Seamen's Home for

whiles; Custom House for negroes. -
Fridays, Trinity A. M. E. church,

:Meeting and Addison streets, for

negreoes,

Saturdays, Central clinic, county
Center, 9:30 2. m.

All except the ceniral clinic be-
gin at 4 p. m.

The following additional list of
contributory {0 the tornsdo reliet
fund has been reported by the Red
Cross: ’ ‘

Mrs, George S. Henry, Laguna
Beach, Calif, $5; Charles Parsons,
Kennebunk, Maine, $25; Anony-
mous, $20; E. Willoughby Middie-
ton, Rochester, N. ¥, $25; W. Lucas
Simons, $10; the German Friendly
society, $25; J, A, Janes Construc-
tion company, Charlotte, $100;"Mrs,
W. H. Zeigler, $3: a little thank of-
fering, $i; Factory Employes ot
General Asbestos and Rubber com-;
pany, ‘$31; Mr. and Mrs. H. w.|
Kingman, Columbia, $2. ]

Also, Charleston Post No. 14,
American Legion, $10; Mr. and Mrs.!
A. G, D. Wiles, $3; Miss Aluth!
Mims, $1; Anderson Lodge, B. P
Q. E, $25; Woolworth Five and
Ten Cent store, Radcllffe and King;
streets, $10; Mrs. Joharna W:
Doughty, $3; Women's Wesley Bible
class, Spring' Street Methodist
church, $5; Copper Street station,
Charleston Oil company, $5, and
the Henry P. Archer school, $19.
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TWO REFUGEE FAMILIES now are housed in the oid Shaw school building and other tornado v1ct1ms soonL
: are to he’ provlded for there tempnraraly The building, in Mary street, is shown above. One of the fam-
igh; js’'that of Eliza Grant and her nine children, seven of whom are shown here with their mother. All theu-]

'-1rmture and clothmg have been furmshed by the Hed Cross.  The mother js on the extreme right.!
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_enter Is Put On R

‘By JOHN A. ALSTON
" Staff Reporter

Tha Robert Gould Shaw
‘enter at 26 Mary St. has
seeptly been nominaléd to
1e * National ~.Register of
fistoric Places in recognition
. its important role in local
lack history.

Almost simulianeous with
nat - anmouncement from the
terkeley- Charleston- Dorch-
ster Regional Council of
iovernments, however, were
he unveiling of plans fo
enovate the building and
ontinue iis history of serviee
o black people.

The City of Charleston will

ppend some $200,000 in 1973
‘rom revenue sharing money
to.restore the structure.
" Plans for the center fulfuill
“a dream of mine for I don’t
tew how many years now,”
says Rep. Herbert U. Field-
ing, president of the newly
reoganized Robert Gould
Shaw Boys Club.

According to Fielding the
renovatléns‘slw'ill provide
space for 'g boys club and
scout activities, a day-care
center, community meeting
rooms, and a ‘‘supervised

.gtudy” area for youngsters

who find studying at home
difficult.

The building was vacated
around 1968 when there were

~_ Shaw Centetj Nominated For Register

plans to install the Franklin
C. Fetter Comprehensive
Health Center in it.

A legal cloud over the fitle
hrought those plans to a halt
however and the building has
been vacant ever since.

But, the city proceeded
with condemnation proceed-
ings which cleared the title
and it now appears a new
page in local black history is
about to be written.

-The building js named for
Col. Robert Gould
commander of the 54th
Massachusetts Regiment for
TFree Negroes of the Union
Army. This unit was beaten
in a Civil War battle on
Morris Island during an
altack on Battery Wagner.

Sometime after Shaw’s
death his family and.friends
in Boston began raising funds
for a monument. ‘

The precise history of the
“Shaw Monument Fund" is

hazy and is generally gleaned .

from legal papers filed in the

-R.M.C. office.

According to a, quit claim
deed, dated June 26, 1883 the
funds were placed in the
hands of five trustees who
described themselves as “‘self
constituted irustees of said
fund no corporation having
‘ever been formed and no
formal “association having
been made.”

{Staft Phote by Swaln

Do You Know
Your Charleston?.’

Shaw, .

The quit claim deed reveals
that the group first purchased
land on Rutledge Avenue but
sold it on March 16, 1868 “In
order to purchase another lot

in Mary Street which was

deemed more suitable for the

purpose.” .
The Rutledge Avenue prop-

erty was sold for $2,500 and

- that amount was then used to

purchase the present site on
Mary Street.

Elias Bull, hislorical plan-
ning consultant for the Re-
gional Council, says that it
can't be determined when the
building was erecled but in.
1874 a * two-story wooden
building " on the site was

leased to the Board of Scheol-

Commissioners of the .City of
Charleston.

A stipulation of the lease is
that the building ‘‘be perpetu-
ally devoted fo educational
purposes and that the pupils
shall never be excluded
therefrom or from said
benefits and profits arising
from such rental or sale on
account of race or previous
condition of servitude,”

In 1883, {he land was leased
to the same hoard for 99

egister

. years on condition that “a
" goed free school” be main-

tained and providing that the
land revert to the trustees if

“a school was not maintained.

. 'The next mention of the
building is in 1938 when .the
Board of Public School Com-
missioners eonveyed the lease
to a group of individuals
known as the “Trustees of
the Shaw Memorial School

- and Welfare Center.”

As the years went by, the
building was used for a
variety of functions including
housing a Boys Club, and as
a social serviee center for
Negro youth from kindergar-
ien age through teen-age. -

During World War 1I,

- federal funds were used to

install a 60-bed dormitory as
a “Charleston Service Men's

- Club.” -

Though Fielding thinks th

. center will provide many of

the services that were provid-
ed to black citizens in past-
times, there may. be one
difference.

Several news stories in The
News and Courier during the
1940's record the wholesome
djet fed to kidergarten stu-
denis each morning; fruit
juice and cod liver oil.y

That prebably won’t be a
part of new programs.
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DEACRIBE THE PREFENT ANDG GRIGINAL (1T Inewnl PHYSIC AL APPEANANEE

This two story clapboard flat-roofed structure resting on a high
brick foundation was erected c. 1874 as a school house for the Robert Gould
Memorial School. Originally it was in the shape of a Latin cross with the
arms of the cross located nearest and parallel to Mary Street, Later twp
wings [rear addition) were added to the rear of this structure which matched
the crosspiece.

The facade, consisting of a central projection and the two arms of
the crosspiece, was originaily brick and contained three tiers of arches,
open to the front and sides. lhe facade's high brick foundation is pierced
by semicircular arches, as are the sides of this structure, and above each
arch on both stories are nine over nine 1ight double sash windows. These
windows are used entirely throughout this structure with only a slight vari-
ation on the front central projection that includes a nine over aine window
with eight pane side™ights {four to a side) on both the first and second
figor, The central projection also has a windew at either side on each
flgor, while the front wings of the facade have two windows at each wing on
each floor.

Identical side walls have the following window arrangement: on the
end of the front crosspiece, two windows; in the rear of the front cross-
piece, one window; stde walis between the front and rear wing, one window,
one door with large transom, one windew{uppar levels on sides have three
windows}; front of rear addition, one window; sides of rear addition., two
windows ; back of rear addition, two windows. At the end of the staff
portion of the cross is a centrally located door with large transom op each
floor flanked by windows, one to a side above a single enclosed arch. This
arrangement implies that a smal) portico existed heve at one time. The brick
foundation of the rear addition is pierced with square windows and the area
is enclesed.

On the west side where the crosspiece joins the building is a single
flue modern chiwney. it is probable that the building at one time had two
exterior chimneys, but these may have been removed when the rear addition
was added. There is alsc a five escape on eiither side of this structure.

Nomination includes two coach houses.

The City of Charleston hopes to convert this complex of buildings
to a recreational center.
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FITATEMENT OF MIGNIFIDANTE

This building was built to house the Robert Gould Shaw Memorial
School. Robert Gould Shaw was the Commanding officer of the 54th Mass-
achusetts Regiment of free Negroes. He and his regiment were destroyed
in the attack on Fort Wagner, Morris Istand near Charleston Harbor. His
family and friends furnished the fund for the school. This school was
cne of the earliest ¥ree schools in the South that blacks could attend.

Education: In 1874, the year of the school's beginning, the fund’s
trustees deeded it to the Board of School Commissionevs for the City of
Chavleston,

"...provided the party of the second part its successors

or assignees shall and will maintain the said lands dur-

ing the continuance of this lease, a good free school

open to all children without distinction of race or pre-

vious condition of servitude and that such school so ta

be maintained shall be called the Shaw Memorial School”
South Carolina Reqister of Mesne Conveyance,
Book P-16, p. 205

INSTRUCTIONS

SEE

Black History: The Shaw Memoriai School is important to plack
history Decause 1t was begun as a tribute to the bravery of Robert G.

Shaw and his men, members of the 54th Massachusetts Heﬂitpena of free
Negroes, one of the fivst all black fighting units in Dnited States

military history.
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This two story clapboard flat-roofed structure resting on a high
brick foundation was erected c. 1874 as a school house for the Robert Gould
Memorial School. Originally it was in the shape of a Latin cross with the
arms of the cross located nearest and parallel to Mary Street. Laier two
wings {rear addition} were added to the rear of this structure which matched
the crosspiece.
| The facade, consisting of a central projection and the two arms of
| the crosspiece, was originally brick and contained three tiers of arches,
| open to the front and sides. The facade’s high brick foundation is pierced
, by semigircular arches, as are the sides of this structure, and above each
| arch on both stories are nine aver nine 1ight double sash windows. These
windows are used entirely throughout this structure with only a slight vari-
ation on the front central projection that includes a nine aver nine window
with eight pane side™Mights {four to a side} on both the first and second
floor. The central projection also has a window al either side on each
floor, while the front wings of the facade have two windows at each wing on
t each floor.

: Tdentical side walls have the following window arrangewent: on the
end of the front crosspiece, two windows; in the rear of the front cross-
piece, one window; side walls beiween the front and rear wing, one window,
one door with large transom, one windaw{uppar levels on sides have three
' windows); front of rear addition, one window; sides of rear addition, two
iwinduws; back of rear addition, two windows. At the end of the staff
portion of the cross 15 a centrally located door with large transom on each
floor flanked by windows, one to a side above a single enclosed arch. This
arrangement impiies that a small portico existed here at one time. The bric
foundation of the rear addition is pierced with square windows and the area
15 enciosed.

On the west side where the crosspiece joins the building i3 a single
flue modern chimey. [t is probable that the building at one time had two
exterior chimmeys, but these may have been removed when the vear addition
was added. There is also a fire escape on eliher side of this structure,

Nomination includes two coach houses.

The (ity of Charleston hopes to convert this compiex of buiidings
to a recreational center,
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NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION

PART 1 - EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE
NPS Office Use Only NP$S Qffice Use Oniy

NRIS No: Project No:

Instructions: Read the instructions carefully before completing application. No certifications will be made unless a completed application form has been
received. Type or print clearly in black ink. If additional space is needed, use continuation sheets or attach blank sheets.

1. Name of Property: Shaw Memorial School
Address of Property. Sfreet 22 Mary St
City Charleston County Charleston, State 8C Zip 28403

Name of historic district Mazyck-Wragborough

National Register district [ certified state or local district [ potential district

Check nature of request:

cerification that the building contributes to the significance of the above-named historic district (or National Register praperty} for the purpose of
rehabifitation.

certification that the structure or beilding, and where appropriate, the land area on which such structure or building is located contributes to the
significance of the above-named historic district for a charitable contribution for conservation purposes

2.
|
b
[ certification that the building does not confribute to the significance of the above-named historic district.
1 preliminary determination for individual listing in the National Register.

[} prefiminary determination that a building located within a potential historic district contributes to the significance of the district.
0

preliminary determination that a building outside the period or area of significance contributes to the significance of the district.

3. Project contact:

Name Samuel Woodson

Sireet Elizabeth St City Charleston
State §C Zip 29403 Daytime Telephone Number
4,  Owner:

I hereby aftest that the information | have provided is, to the best of my knowledge, correct, and thatl own the property'described above. | understand that
falsification of factual representations in this application is subject to cxriminal sanctions of up to $10,000 in fines or imprisonment for up to five years
pursuant to 18 L1.5.C. 1001

Name Samuel Woodson Signature Date 11/14/0%
Crganization

Strest City

State Zip Daytime Telephona Number

NPS Office Use Only

The National Park Service has reviewed the "Historic Certification Application — Past 1" for the above-named property and hereby determines that the property:
1  contributes to the significance of the above-named district {or National Register property} and is a “certified historic structure” for the purpose of
rehabititation.

[  contributes to the significance of the above-named district and is a “certified historic structure” for a charitable contribution for conservation purposes in
accordance with the Tax Treaiment Extension Act of 1980.

O does not contribute to the significance of the above-named district.

Preliminary determinations:

[0 appears to meet the National Register Criteria for Evaluation and will likely be listed in the National Register of Historic Places if nominated by the State
Historic Preservation Officer according to the procedures set forth in 38 CFR Part 60.

O does not appear to mest the National Register Griteria for Evaluation and will likely not be listed in the National Register.

[0  appears to contribute to the significance of a potential historic district, which will ikely be listed in the National Register of Historic Places if nominated by
the State Historic Preservation Officer.

[0 appears fo contribute to the significance of a registered historic district but is outside the period or area of significance as documented in the Nationa)
Register nomination or district documentation on file with the NPS.

0 does not appear to qualify as a certified historic structure.

Date National Park Service Authorized Signature Nationa! Park Service Office/Telephone No.

O See Attachments




HISTORIC PRESERVATION

Boys and Girls Club, Shaw Unit CERTIFICATION APPLICATION —

Property Name PART 1 NPS Office Use Only
Project Number:

22 Mary St

Property Address

5. Description of physical appearance:

The Shaw Memorial School was criginally built in 1874 as a three story flat roofed, clapboard structure, resting
on a high brick foundation with tall arches set into the brickwork. In 1974 structure underwent extensive
renovations, which included removing all floors above the hasement level, leaving the brick foundation as the only
remaining original structure.

The current building is a flat roofed, one and one half story, brick building with high arches set into the
brickwork. All of the brickwork is covered by green stucco and extends approx. ten feet up from ground level. Above
this there is a four-foot tall, stuccoed pediment that terminates at the rocfline. The fagade of the building is
organized into three equal sections, with the middle portion closest to the street. The left section contains ftwo
identical, large brick archways containing one set of bifold windows in each. The middle section contains one large,
centered archway that has been filled in with brick, slightly recessed from the face of the building to define the
shape of the arch. The right section is a mirror image of the left, containing the same windows. Between the middle
section and right section of the building, there is a recessed doorway that serves as the entrance fo the Boys and
giris club.

The buildings footprint is in the form of a capitol letter “I” with two wings (protruding East and West) at the far back
end of the building, and the same wings mirrored at the front end. As described above, the front of the building
contains a protruding middle section that is closer to the street than the rest of the facade, this protrusion is the
same size as the wings, but is closer to the road then any other section of the building. The “body” of the letter “I”
contains a partial second story which makes it sef back from the road.

Source of Date: Avery Research Center Memorabilia Collection / RMC Charleston
sc

Date of Construction: 1868

Date(s) of Alteration{s): 1974
Has building been moved? [] yes [ no  Ifso, when?

6. Statement of significance:

The Shaw Memorial School was established in 1868 in memory of Col. Robert Gould Shaw of the
Massachusetts 54" Regiment, the first black infantry of the North. Shaw and the 54™ regiment is most known for
their 1863 attack on Ft Wagner on Morris Island, SC where he and many of his men lost their lives._ In 1868, the
Shaw Monument fund was established, and five trustees were appointed to raise funds fo build a monument in
memory of their courageous leader that so many of the men trusted and befriended during their time in the 54" A
number of these trustees were members of the regiment and were the driving force in the establishment and
funding of the Monument Fund. It was soon decided that the money raised should be used to open a “good free
school” for free blacks in the city of Charleston. The current site on Mary Street was chosen, and a two-story
building was erected. The Shaw Memorial School was primarily funded by the New England Freedman’s Aid
Society and the Freedman’s Bureau; it housed teachers and administration from both the North and the South. In
1872, the funding from the North was no longer enough to support the school, and the Trusiees decided to lease
the school building and furniture to the City Board of School Commissioners for a period of ten years. After the ten-
year lease expired, the Trustees renewed the lease for 99 years under the understanding that a schooi.be
maintained for the people of Charleston. in 1919, the Shaw Memorial closed ifs doors, and in 1938 the building
became a settlement house. In 1957, the Boys and Girls Club, Shaw Unit was established to give the youth of the
city of Charleston a safe place to go after school and learn and interact in a positive manner, offering them a better
future. Due to its community connection and roots in serving those in need in the community, the Shaw Memorial
Schooi site was the perfect fit for the Boys and Girls club to occupy. In 1971, the building was taken over by the City
of Charleston due to neglect and was considered condemned only to be put on the national register in 1973. Soon
after, in 1974 the city invested $200,000 to the rehabilitation of the building, which included removing all but the
brick level {lower level) of the building- the only remaining part of the original structure. It was also at this time that
the building was removed from the National Register. Although the majority of the structure has been removed, the
site itself is a testament to the lives of free blacks in Charleston and the educating of youth in the area. Its story
begins in the historic battle at Ft Wagner and is stili being fold today through the fives of the children of the Boys
and Girls ¢lub and hopefutly will be for many years to come.

7. Photographs and maps.

Attach photographs and maps to application




Continuation sheets aitached: [ yes [ no
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Current Photos of the Shaw Memorial School, The Boys and Girls
Club of Charleston

Street Schooi namad for the conﬁscated otris Streez school building that boused it from I8
1865 o 1867, The school moved to Military Hall on Wentworts Street, Black soldiers - |iE
stationed in Charleston plzyed 2o instruimental role in the establishment of the Shaw
- Memorial School 8 a mosument to Colanel Robert Gould Shaw, conmander of the 54th
Massachusetts regiment, The School moved from Military Hall to 2 large two-story building
o 22 Mary Strect and was renzmed Shaw Memorial Schoo! and Welfare Center to educate

L hildzer of slaves (742 studenis). The schoo! was tutned ovér o the Board of
| Commissicners of the City of Charleston for ten years with the t the sehool should
edircaie colored children only. but in 1884 the property was transfetted to the Board of
Contrmissioners for ninety-nine years to be 2 good free school, opensd 16 all, Classes were

' beld at the schoal until 1939
ERECTED BY:™

MOIA ARTS FESTIVAL

CITY OF CKARLESTON
Septeriber 30, 2004

Plaque on front exterior

Plaque leading at base of stairs to second floor




Original brick work as seen from interior
of building

Floor joists as seen from ground level




Computer lab, 2™ story addition

Recording studio located on 2" floor




Recreation room, first floor

Gymnasium addition




Exterior of Gymnasium

Interior of library -




