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\ilhy conduct historical research on 22 Mary St,

Shaw Memorial School?

The Shaw Memorial School (as it was originally named) was formed in the

1860's by a Board of Trustees to honor the fallen Colonel, Robert Gould Shaw ofthe

Massachusetts 54û regiment. There is not much of a written history on this property and

what is there, shows conflicting dates of formation as well as a scant details. This

investigation has been completed to pull together a cohesive story about the Shaw

Memorial School including its formation, roots in the Civil War, the building, as well as

influential people associated with it. This property has a very unique history, unlike any

in the Charleston area, with its ties to the North and the Civil War, it is diffrcult to ignore

such a property and its story.

Before the school is discussed, there will be an investigation into the

Massachusetts 54ú Regiment and their story will be told. Following this, will be a brief

overview of the Mazyck-Wraggborough district of Charleston, the area in which the

school,sits. This extensive background is included to accurately set the stage for the

forming of the school and to offer a deeper understanding of the context that school

emerged fiom. It is hopeful that by the end of this investigation it will be clear how the

Shaw Memorial School came to be and why it's an important piece of history in

Charleston. The property is still in use today, and serves the community as the Boys and

Girls Club of Charleston, touching the lives of many children in the community as it did

over 100 years ago as the Shaw Memorial School.



The Massachusetts 54rh Regiment

To fully understand how the Shaw Memorial School came to be, there needs to be

an investigation into the Massachusetts 54th Regiment and Robert Gould Shaw, the

Colonel in charge. The Shaw School was formed to honor Col. Shaw and his leadership

of the Mass. 54th leading up to the infamous battle a Fort Wagner off the coast of

Charleston, SC. The story ofthe 54'regiment is a unique one as it was the first official

regiment of colored northemers of the

United States, setting the stage for blacks

to serve in the armed forces in the

decades to follow. The 54*' as it is often

referred to as, was a product ofthe

Emancipation Proclamation when

President Lincoln a¡nounced that Depiction ofthe siege at Ft Wagner

Colored men would now be accepted to serue the country in the armed forces, the 54'

was one ofthe first colored regiments formed. Soon after its conception, a26-yeatold

Harvard student by the name of Robert Gould Shaw was asked to lead the group of men.

Shaw was a man of high social status, coming from a well connected family and attended

Harvard. Prior to accepting the offer to lead the 54ù, he had other leadership

opportunities on his plate including his current position leading the Second

Massachusetts Calvary. Massachusetts Governor John A. Andrew, a friend of the Shaw

family, arranged the 54th regiment and was the one to send the letter to Shaw himself, it

read:



Captarn,
I am about to organize , in Massachusetts, a Colored Regiment as part of the

volunteer quota of this state-the commissioned officers to be white men. I have today
written your Father, expressing to him my sense ofthe importance of this undertaking,
and requesting him to forward to you this letter, in which I offer you the Commission of
Colonel over it. The Lieutenant Colonelcy I have offered to Captain Hallowell ofthe
Twentieth Massachusetts Regiment. It is important to the organization of this regiment
that I should receive your reply to this offer at the earliest day consistent with your ability
to arrive at a deliberate conclusion on the subiect

Respectfully and_ very truly yours,
John A. Andrew'

In sending the letter to Shaw's parents, Andrew knew it was going to be ha¡der for him to

refuse the position, but Shaw initially did so anyway. The Shaw family was known to be

a supporter of the Abolitionist movement and

Andrew hoped that this, along with

contacting his parents, would sway Shaw to

accept the offer to lead the 54'o. Andrew

made it clear that to lead the unit he wanted

"a gentleman of "the highest tone and

honor", from the "circles of educated,

antislavery society."2 Andrews request to

have Shaw lead the 54tr shows the high

stature of the Shaw family, as well as the

reputation that Shaw was beginning to build

himself. Although it seems that others, like

An&ew, saw Shaw as a strong fit for the position, Shaw did not agree, stating to his

' Duncan, Russell. B/ae-Eyed Child of Fortan ¿. Athens, Georgia: University ofGeorgia Press, 1992.P.23
'Duncan, Russell. Blue-Eyed Child of Fortan e. Athens, Georgia: University ofGeorgia Press, 1992-P.22



father " I would take it, ifI thought myself equal to the responsibility of such a

position."3 Upon pondering his decision for a few days, Shaw changed his mind and told

his father to destroy the letter because he was going to lead the 54th. Soon after accepting

the position, Shaw went to Boston to begin the process of assembling his Regiment.

Newspaper ads were circulated throughout the North East asking for colored men to

serve in the Massachusetts 54'n Regiment, "TO COLORED MEN! Wanted-good men for

the 54m Regiment of Massachusetts Volunteers, of African Descent. . .Rally around the

Flag ofFreedom and evince that you are not inferior in courage and Pahiotism to White

Men."a ln all, 600 men enlisted in the 54th from many different states, all of which

convened in Boston to undergo their training. On May 28'o, 1863 the 54* was properly

sent out of Boston with a parade to honor their bravery and wish them well as they made

their way South. The next morning they left for South Carolina by ship, unsure of what

they would be facing in the months to come. They arrived in Hilton Head, SC on June 3'd

of that year. By agreeing to lead the 54'o, Shaw, a prominent white from the North, was

treading on ground that not many, ifany at all, had ever treaded on. There were many

uncertainties about leading blacks into battle, it could go the route of some ofthe white

regiments that retreat at the battle lines, "Shaw feared that if his men tumed to escape,

Northern whites would seize on the example to "prove" black inferiority and persuade the

goverrìment to withdraw its commitment to black regiments."5 Late on July n!^,1863,

Shaw was informed that his men would be leading the siege at Ft Wagner on Morris

Island. He could have declined the leading of the atüack, "But Shaw knew that the key to

Charleston lay at the end of the beach. Ifblack men could storm the fort and open up the

3 Duncan, Russell. B lue-Eyed Child of Fortune. Athens, Georgia: University ofceorgia Press, lgg2. P.23
" Duncan, Russell. Blue-Eyed Child of Forfal,e Athens, Georgia: Universþ of Georgia Press, 1992.P.2'1
' Duncan, Russell. Blue-Eyed Child of Fortune. Athens, Georgia: University ofGeorgia Press, 1992. P. 48



door to the birthplace of the rebellion, the symbolism would be enormous."o At seven

O'clock on July 18th, Shaw addressed his men "in a most friendly way", challenging the

men to "take the fort or die there"t Sha- gave his orders from in front ofhis rnen,

ordering them forward, and soon a"fter ordered "double quick" as the haversed the beach.

" With a small group of men, Shaw somehow made it to the top of the parapet before an

enemy bullet killed him" Those around him remembered he "had waived his sword and

urged his men forward'8 With the leadership and inspiration of Shaw, almost half of the

54th regiment made it into the fort before being forced to retreat. Of the 600 men that

charged the fort,272 were killed, wounded or captured.e Although there were many men

killed on Monis Island that day, including Col. Shaw, the bravery of his regiment showed

that "blacks had proven themselves as fighting men and vindicated their sponsors, the

abolitionists"rO thus opening the door for the confident formation of other black

regiments in the future. Col. Shaw was seen as a hero to the men of the 54'n and led his

men to be great, able bodied fighters and he did so with honor and respect to them. This

showed through the words of one of his men "He was one of the very best men in the

world."trThe soldiers of the 54th were not only fighting to gain ground in the Civil War,

but were also trying to gain respect for blacks throughout the country. It is evident that

Shaw connects with the men on this level and sees this as an opporntnity to prove that

6 
Duncan, Russell. B lue-Eyed Child of Fortuna Athens, Georgia: Universþ ofGeorgia Press, 1992. P. 51

8 
Duncan, Russell. B lue-Eyed Child of Fortune. Athens, Georgia: Universþ of Georgia Press, 1g92.P. 52

'There are many accounts ofthe events at Ft. Wagner that infamous day, one if which is ûom Confederate
Lieutenant, Robert C. Gilcbdst who defended the fort on the day ofthe 54' seige. Later that day there was
a second attack on Ft. Wagner that led to the capture ofthe Island. He later descdbes the fghting on Morris
Island "Blood, mud, water, brains and human hair matted together; men lying in every possible attitude,
with every conceivable expression on their countenances; their limbs bent into unnatural shapes by the fall
oft\ryenty or more feet..." (Duncan, 1992) Gilchrist goes on to continue describing the horror he witnessed
that infamous day.
r0 Duncan, Russell. Blue-Eyed Child of Fortune. Athens, Georgia: University ofGeorgia Press, 1992. P.53

" Duncan, Russell. Blue-Eyed Child ofFortune. Athens, Georgia: University ofGeorgia Press, lgg2.P.54



blacks deserve a place in the world equal to the whites, even if that opportunity means

dying in battle.



Mazyck-Wraggborough, the setting for the Shaw School

The Shaw Memorial School was erected in a relatively new part of Charleston

known as Mazyck-Wraggborough. Lying above Boundary St (today's Calhoun St), this

area had not yet been settled by the growing "sprawl" of Charleston, but was seen as a

promising area for developmeit and growth of the city. (see 1858 plat). The Mazyck-

Wragborough district grew out of two distinct dishicts lying adjacent to one another and

were combined to be known as one area ofthe city. According to the National Register of

Historic Places nomination form, "They form a cohesive area extending north ftom

Calhoun St, east from Meeting St and west from East Bay St. They were named a.ftet two

families, the Wragg family and the Mazyck family, both large land orvners in the area

prior to its settlement and integration into the city of Charleston." The Wragg family held

a great deal ofland in this area of Charleston and later donated some of it to the Second

Presblterian Church. Both of these families were very wealthy and wanted to live

suburban lives, and therefore lived above Boundary St. where the land was not settled

yet. As the city of Charleston grew, both families saw an opportunity to sell off their land

and help the city expand its footprint. "Wragg planned the development ofhis estate as

the suburb of Wraggborough, naming the streets after various members of the family

including, John, Henrietta, Ann, Elizabeth, Mary and Judith."r2This new area of the city

was quickly settled through the 1800s and was soon home to many other families

including the Aikens and the Manigaults who became influential families in Cha¡leston.

(Refer to 1878 Map of Charleston for reference of Shaw Memorial School

12 Poston, Jonathan . The Buildings ofCharleston- Co\rmbia, SC, University of South Carolha Press, 1997.
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The formation of the Shaw Monument X'und

Colonel Shaws leadership of the Massachusetts 54m, specifically at Ft Wagner

gave him a place in history, as many people admired his bravery and commitment to not

only the men of hìs regiment, but also the betterment of the lives of Blacks in America.

The Shaw Memorial School was the first tribute ever created to Shaw. founded throush

the bravery of the battle at Moris Island as well as his commitment to better the lives-of

blacks by helping them eam their place within society. Many people moumed the death

of Shaw, but knew that he had died in the noblest way, beside his men. His death was not

seen as the end ofan era for Shaw, following his death it was decided that money should

be collected to erect a monument of sorts to remember him by. A Board of Trustees was

established consisting of many individuals that Shaw associated with during his time

with the 54th and prior. Little is known about the establishment ofthe Trustees, or the

records they kept but they were as follows; Rufus Saxton, T.W. Higginson, E.N.

Hallowell, George William Curtis, and E. M. Hooper. (see Figure l) It is important to

mention that although it is unknown what process brought the Trustees together, it is

known that they had all formed relationships with one another as well as with Shaw over

the years leading up to Shaw's death. There are many references to these men in Shaw's

letters; "Ned Hooper extracted me by taking me to tea at his house, and I have not

ventured into town, on foot, since."l3ln this same letter Shaw also references Higginson,

"Col. Higginson came over to see us, day before yesterday. I have never seen someone

put his whole soul into his work as he does."la Shaw had closer relationships with some

13 Duncan, Russell. Blue-Eyed Child of Fortune. Athetß, Georgia: University of Georgia Press, 1992. P.
339
14 

Duncan, Russell - Blue-Eyed Chíld of Fortune. Atheîs, Georgia: University of Georgia Press, 1992. P.
339
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fight came, "I trust God will give me

strength to do my duty. " . . . Shaw hid this

fear from the other officers and men"l5

General Rufus Saxton was the glue that

brought the Trustees together and was the

major driving force that made the Shaw

Memorial School happen. In an excerpt

from Thomas Higginsons book, Army Life

in a Black Regimentr6,he notes the men of

the First South Carolina Volunteers (whom

Higginson led) "knew about the

circumstances ofhis death (being Robert

of these men, than others; "Shaw confided to Hallowell his fear ofdying and said that ifa

Thomas Wentworth Higeinson

Gould Shaw), and many of them had subscribed towards a monument for him, -a project

which originated with Rufus Saxton, and which was finally embodied in the "Shaw

School-house" at Charleston"lT It is unclear whether or not money was collected from the

First South Carolina Volunteers, or iftley were just proponents ofa memorial being

erected in Shaws honor. In addition to this, it is also unclear what the Massachusetts

54th's role was in the formation of the Shaw Memorial School, but given the close

relationships between the Trustees and the military roles they held, it can be surmised

tt 
Duncan, Russell. Btue-Eyed Child of Fortune. AThens, Georgia: Universþ ofGeorgia Press, 19g2.P.51

16 Army Life in a Black Regiment written by Thomas Wentworth Higginson is an account of the lives of
those men in the First South Carolina Volunteers whom Higginson was the Colonel of. Higginson was well
connected with General Rufus Saxton as well as Robert Gould Shaw, all of which were proponents ofthe
abolition of slavery. Army Life in a Black Regiment draws links between many of these men, who later
become the Trustees ofthe Shaw Monument Fund.
r?Higginson, ThomasW. Army Life In A BIøck Regiment. Boston: Fields, Osgood &Co,l8?0. P. 226

q



that this was not the working ofjust the Board of Trustees or any one specific regiment or

group ofsoldiers, but rather a coming together of many individuals and groups who all

wanted to memorialize Shaw.

10



The Shaw Memorial School

After the establishment of the Shaw Monument Fund Trustees. it was decided that

a school would be erected in Charleston to commemorate Shaw. It is known that the

Trustees first purchased a lot on Rutledge Av. In Charleston, on March 16th, 1868 the lot

was sold in order to obtain a piece of property on Mary St. where the Shaw School was

ultimately established. lsThe lot on Mary Sheet was purchased from a Robert C. Gilchrist

of Cha¡leston in the amount of $2,500 on March 25fr, 1868.re The records kept on the

Shaw Memorial School in the days of its conception and years following are sparse,

while records are available after the school is leased to the Cþ of Charleston in 1874.

The Shaw Memorial School was funded in part by the New England Freedmen's Aid

Society, as well as the Freedmen's bureau and a "Two story building was erected"2o In

the terms ofthe lease it designates that the school should be "A good free school open to

all children without distinctión of race or previous conditions of servitude, and that such

school, so to be maintained shall be called " The Shaw Memorial School"" (see Figure

2)"' The school functioned under this funding until 1874 when it was tumed over to the

Charleston Board ofSchool Commissioners who accepted a lease of the building and its

fixtures for a period of ten years. It is at this time that the Charleston Board of School

Commissioners discusses during one of their meetings, the changes that will be made to

18 Drago, Edmund L. Charleston's Avery Center. Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2006. P. 76

tt Robert C. Gilckist of Charleston is believed to be the same Robert C. Gilchdst that defendecl Morris
Island at the battle ofFt. Wagner where Col. Shaw died. There is no direct link found between Col. Shaw
and Gilckist, but it is evident that Gilcbrist saw the afternath ofthe battle at Ft. Wagner from his
descriDtion of the attack noted in earlier note.
20 Drago, Edmund L . Charleston's Avery Center. Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2006. P. 76

2r USA, Charleston, SC. Register of Mesne and Conveyance, Book P-l6
Pase 205106.
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the building and what the salaries of the teachers and staff wi be. (see Figure 3) It is

decided that there will be "a Principal, Vice Principal, (who shall also be the teacher of

the first class, four first class teachers, and five second classes to be subject to subsequent

modifications by the Board according to the relative numbers of the pupils." (see figure

4)" During this meeting some physical changes were also proposed to the building, "The

committee also recommend that a partition be executed across the middle of each of the

two large rooms in the body ofthe building, these rooms being entirely too large for the

accommodation of single classes. They also recommend the removal of two staircases at

the rear of the building, which encumber two rooms that are otherwise excellently

adapted as recitation rooms - these changes will involve comparatively little expense."23

The Shaw Memorial School became one of the top schools in the City of Charleston as

well as one of the most well attended. with its enrolment in 1878 at 742 students.2aThe

Trustees of the Shaw Monument Fund were very pleased with the success ofthe school

and supplied funds to upgrade it in 1878, these upgrades included the addition of two

wings in the back of the building. In 1884, the ten-year lease with the city was up and the

Trustees, still pleased with the running and success of the school, decided to sign a lease

with the city for 99 years. (see figure 5) The minutes from a July 9ù, 1883 School Board

meeting state "Mr. Porter moved that the papers and letters of Mr Hooper, now in his

possession, be turned over the Mr. Bryan with instructions to execute lease of Shaw

School for a term of99 Years, as proposed by Trustees ofsaid school."25 The

22 USA, Charleston, SC. Charleston County Public Library Archives, Records ofthe City Board ofschool
Commissioners, 1812-1935. Box 5.
23 USA, Charleston, SC. Charleston County Public Library Archives, Records ofthe Cþ Board ofSchool
Commissioners, 1812-1935. Box 5.

ã Drago, Edrnnnd L . Charleston's Atery Center. Clnalleston, SC: The History Press, 2006. P. 120

25 USA, Charleston, SC. Charleston county Public Library Archives, Records ofthe City Board of School
Commissioners, 1812-1935. Box 5. 
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establishment ofthe Shaw Memorial School embodied the ideals ofCol. Shaw and his

goals of bettering the lives ofblacks, and in the case of the Shaw School, blacks and

whites. Shaw Memorial School was one of the top institutions in the cþ next to the

Avery Normal Institute, in 1902 the Shaw School in conjunction with the Morris St.

school were educating over 3,773 students combined. By l92l Charleston schools were

so over crowded that the student teacher ratio at The Shaw School reached 60.6:1.26 The

school remained in session until 1938 when it became a settlement house for the cþ of

Charleston.

Charleston, SC: The History Press, 2006. P. 170

IJ

'" Drago, Edmund L. Charleston's Avery Center.



Its later years...

After its closing in 1938 the building became home to people who were displaced

from their homes due to a tornado in the Charleston area. (see figures 6&7) In 1957, the

Shaw Memorial School property became home to the Boys and Girls Club of Charleston,

its current occupant. The Boys and Girls Club, Robert Gould Shaw Unit prides its selfon

being a "safe, structured ald nurhrring environment for kids after school."27 The 1971,

the building was in very poor shape and was condemned by the city of Charleston and

was soon taken over by the city, as the Shaw Monument Fund Trustees technically still

owned it.28 Following this, the building was put on the National Register of Historic

Places in 1973 with the nomination form stating "The City of Charleston hopes to convert

this complex ofbuildings to a recreational center." (see figure 8 and National Register

form) The next year the building underwent a $200,000 renovation, which included the

removal oftop two stories ofthe building, leaving just the masonry foundation for use by

the Boys and Girls Club. The building currently has a second floor that is home to the

computer lab, as well as a recoding studio for the kids of the Shaw Unit to use. Along

with the second story, there have been some additions to the building including a library

to the west façade, as well as a large, two story gymnasium on the north, or back façade.

By looking at the construction of the additions, specifically similarities of their

construction, it is believed that these additions were made in 1974 when the building

received its renovation by the city of Charleston. (see appendix of current photos of the

building)

-' "Boys and Girls C\tb" Youtube.com hIlp://w\Ìw.youtube.com,/watch?v=IH5QZcVUsBQ

28 USA, Charleston, SC. Register of Mesne and Conveyance, Book S 96
page 116-17 .
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Current building description

The Shaw Memorial School was originally built between 1868 and 1874 as a

tlree story flat roofed, clapboard structüe, resting on a high brick foundation with tall

arches set into the brickwork. In 1974 structure underwent extensive renovations, which

included removing all floors above the basement level, leaving the brick foundation as

the only remaining original structure.

The cunent building is a flat roofed, one and one half story, brick building with high

arches set into the brickwork. All ofthe brickwork is covered by green stucco and

extends approx. ten feet up from ground level. Above this there is a four-foot tall,

stuccoed pediment that terminates at the roofline. The façade of the building is organized

into three equal sections, with the middle portion closest to the street. The left section

contains two identical, large brick archways containing one door in each. The middle

section contains one large, centered archway that has been filled in with brick, slightly

recessed from the face of the building to define the shape ofthe arch. The right section is

a mirror image of the left, containing the same windows. Between the middle section and

right section ofthe building, there is a recessed doorway that serves as the entrance to the

Boys and girls club.

The buildings footprint is in the form of a capitol letter "I" with two wings

(protruding East and West) at the far back end of the building, and the same wings

mir¡ored at the front end. As described above, the front of the building contains a

protruding middle section that is closer to the street than the rest of the façade, this

protrusion is the same size as the wings, but is closer to the road then any other section of

l)



the building. The "body" of the letter "I" contains a parlial second story, which makes it

set back from the road.

The Boys and Girls Club, Robef could Shaw Unit, 22 Mary Street Charleston, SC.
November, 2009
Princiole Facade
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Future Avenues of Research

Prior to conducting this research, the available information on the Shaw Memorial

School was scattered among many different sources including deed books, mimrtes to

school board meetings, as well as various books written about the city of Charleston and

the Massachusetts 54th Regiment. This document is an attempt to pull some of these

resources together and offer a broader view ofthe founding ofthe Shaw Memorial

School, as well as a bit on its story as a building. Throughout the coìüse of the research

for this paper, many interesting avenues were intersected that if investigated, could lead

to more promising research surrounding the Shaw Memoria.l School and its conception.

Here are some possible avenues of future research:

The Shaw Monument Fund Trustees:

The names ofthe Trustees are given in this document, as well as a brief

introduction to who they v/ere and more importantly, how they were corurected to Robert

Gould Shaw. Given that this research was conducted in the City of Charleston and the

many of the Trustees were from the North, it might be beneficial to look to resources in

the Boston area to investigate the Trustees on a deeper 1evel. This may or may not offer

resources that do not exist in Charleston such as deeds to the buildìns or documents

surrounding the formation or workings of the Trustees.

Robert C. Gilchrist:

The piece ofland purchased by the Trustees was previously owned by a Robert C.

Gilchrist of Charleston, whom is believed to be the same Robert C. Gilchrist that

defended Ft. Wagner the day of the siege by the Massachusetts 54th. It might be

t7



interesting to investigate the relationship (if any) between the individual Trustees and

Gilchrist, as well as Shaw and Gilchrist. Along these same lines, it might be beneficial to

look into why the Trustees sold their first lot on Rutledge Av. to suddenly buy the lot on

Mary St.

The Building of the Shaw School:

It is diffrcult to pinpoint a date that the Shaw Memorial School was erected due to

a lack of documentation available. An investigation into the original plans for the school

as well as getting an exact date of its completion would be benefrcial.

The proponents of the Shaw Monument X'und:

It was originally believed that the funding for the school was collected by the men

of the 54'o, but current research suggests that it was General Rufus Saxton who headed up

the Trustees and the men of the First South Carolina Volunteers who were major

proponents of the building of a monument in his honor. The formation of the Monument

Fund and who the proponents were would be an interesting path to take, possibly pinning

down a story to the conception ofthe Fund and the collecting ofthe money to build the

school.

18
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Public Records:

USA, Charleston, SC. Register of Mesne and Conveyance, Book S 96

page 116-17.

USA, Charleston, SC. Register of Mesne and Conveyance, Book P-16

Pase205-206.

USA Charleston, SC. Register of Mesne and Conveyance, Book E-15,

Pase 789.

USA, Charleston, SC. Register of Mesne and Conveyance, Book D-15

Pape 357 .

USA, Charleston, SC. Register of Mesne and Conveyance, Plat Book,

A-146. Marv St.

USA, Charleston, SC. Charleston County Public Library Archives,

Records ofthe City Board of School Commissioners, 1812- 193 5. Box 5.

Interview:

Atiya McPhearson, interview with author.

November 10, 2009.
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Chain-of-Title Record Pro¡¡erty Address: 22 Mary St (now known as 20 Mary St.)
The Shaw Memorial School

Date Book
&page

Grantor Grantee Type Lot
Size

Price Comments

s/r0/r971 Book:
96
Page:

S-

116

Rufus
Saxton
et.al

The City
Council of
Charleston

Condemnation
of property

172',x
163',

$11,000 Condemnation of
property, taken
over by City of
Charleston

5/15/1874
Book: P-
t6
Page:205

Shaw
Monument
Fund
Trustees

SchooI
Comissioners,
City of
Charleston

Lease 712',x
163'6"

$1.00 Lease of Ten
years to the city of
Charleston

5/25/1868 Book: E-
15

Page:789

Robert C.
Gilchrist

Shaw
Monument
Fund Trustees

Conveyence 102',x
163"

$2,500 Sale of property
from Robert C.
Gilchrist to
Trustees

3/16/1868 Book: D-
l5
Page:357

Master In
Equity-
Tupper

Robert C.
Gilchrist

$3,000 Deed completely
illegible



Annotated Chain of Title:

May,10/1971
Grantor: Rufus Saxton et al.
Grantee: City Council of Charleston
Book and Page:5-96 page I 16

Tlpe: Condemnation of Property
Lot:172'x163' 6"

The property was taken over by the cþ of Charleston from the Shaw Monument Fund Trustees by
letter of condemnation by the City.

"As being the same property conveyed to E. M Hollowell, Rufus Saxton, George William Curtis,
T.W Higginson, and E.W Hooper as Trustees ofthe Shaw Monument Fund by deed of Robeft
Cilchrisr, dated March 25'h 1868.-r

May,15/1874
Grantor: Shaw Monument Fund
Grantee: School Commissioners, City of Charleston
Book and Page: P-16 page 205
Type: Lease
Lot: 112'x 163' 6"

School buildirg is ieased to the Charleston School Board for a period ofTen years to be used as a
school.

"To hold for the term of Ten Years"2

May,25l1868
Gra¡tor: Robert C. Gilcluist
Grantee: Shaw Monument Fund
Book and Page: E-15 page 789
Type: Conveyance
Lot:.702'x163'

Transfer ofproperty from Robert C. Gilchrist to the Shaw Monument Trustees.

March, 16/1868
Grantor: Master In Equity Tupper
Grantee: Robeft C. Gilchrist
Book and Page: D-15 page 357
Type:
Lot:

Deed is completely illegible.

' Charleston County Register ofMesne and Conveyance, Deed book S 96, page 116, Charleston, SC.

' Charleston County Register of Mesne and Conveyance, Deed book P 16 , page 206, Charleston, SC.
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Shaw Trustees, Deed Book E-15 Page 789
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Salaries of teachers at Shaw Memorial School, 1874
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Charleston Board of School Commissioners meeting notes, June 3'o 1874



Ft).5

Charleston Board of School Commissioners meeting minutes, June
9*, 1874
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OCTOBER 15, 1988. I

StlAI'{ TO tl0tlst

6O OI REFIJIIES

88 Families Already Have
Been Rehabilitated by

Bed Cross

t-
Thê, Shew schootr buildins. corr-

vertèd -into telnporery refu--te forstorm.strickell, homêless Chãrles_
ton nc8roes, yesterdãy wes put inlo' use as such lof the lirst tirne whc¡¡two femllies w¡th e totel of aboul
ten chrldren mov€d iD.

. .Additionel fam¡liÞs wlll bc moved.rn þdRyr ånd eboul sixty fefugeesare expected Lo be shelte¡ed thereloolt.
An.estimaled totel ot l,??2 þcr-soht, ,n need of aid as resutt oa the

i3iil""å".",'i3i åi::..5,"¿"äil? 
"',Kï1:l .I,. books closèd Thursday

nrg,ht, lt wâs_s¡ld yeste¡day by Mijsnrxen Lolwe||, crv¡l¡ah rclief di¡ec_

.g{ t}igs!, M¡ss Cotwelì, ãddedeighty.eight t¡miltes bave Leãn-;neÞ¡¡¡tåled. nehsbilltation wi¡l coD_r.mue at Î¡e- rale ol âbou¿ 100 suchcEsel -e week until the tesh Is com.prered, she s8id.A cãse. or ler¡ily, ¡eplesents anaveã-rge of lour and ohe_half itì_q¡v¡duats.

_ _$9,052 Contr¡bufe¡t
! r(eq L:ross workers liom n{uonâl
i""r:Ti""iiffi ,'B",Tlåå:ïl.,l"'",Jl.o
wr¡l continuc,their wort ¡ere ú¡ìií
l¡l lcrugsss era ¡ehãbit¡tãted neãrly
H" 

r,"""ri:å.":: rhcir statu! beror;

.-Yh"l L refugee's rehsbitilation js
i"J,ii'.'li",åi3Ëå" ii L"å.,"1-;;

¡¡tr$$ffi*,lffi

'"';i:ti4,tuä*t*-,"+.:"".-i[
Deen essi8ned quotas but thev havnrrol Þeen ânnounced_

The Cha¡leslon heallh departmcnl, I

wn¡cn stârteal an ânti-typhoid clih¡c
¡uondey as a Þost-disåstet mcesura.
reported thDt i,?20 De¡"o¡" t åa ¡o.ü
¡nocr¡laled tbtough yesterdey.

l{ centrãl cl¡nic for bottr whlles
ãE(t neg¡oes will be held åt thccounty center this morning at g:¡0
o crock

Cl¡ntcr Scheduted
The cl¡nic schedulc fo¡ nêxt wcak

end lhe loìlowint week will be:
MoDdayg, Jal¡les Simon! school forwbites; Burke l¡dustriãl cthool (or

r¡egroes.
. Tr¡esdEy'!, St, JoseDh's rchool lorwh¡tes;,lluist school lor netropr.

ï/rdnesdayr, Seâhen's Hólne forwhitesi Custo¡ll Horlse lor hegroesrl¡dâys, Trinity.A. M. E. chirrch.¡ueetrng and Addison st¡eets. tor
neÉfoê5.

Satu¡day6, C€ntral cl¡nlc. countt
Center, 9:30 ã. rn.

All er(ceÞt l¡ê central clinic be.
8ln et,l D. m.

The lollowlng addìlional list otcontrjbuto¡! to lhe to¡nsdo reliel
lund hãs bêen repo¡ted by the Red
U¡O5S:

Mrs. George S. HeDry. LâEuna
Beach. Cãlil., S5: Chartes par-ions
Kenndbunk, ti"i"e, izs¡ -¡ìãni,:
mous, $20; E. Wiltouqhbv Mlddle-
lon, nocheFter, N. y., $25: W. Lucâs
S¡mons, $10; the German Friendly
soclety, $25: J. A, Jone6 Const¡ùc-
tion colnÞent, Charlotte. $100:dMrs
W. H. Zeigler, $3; e litue thânk ot-
fering, -gl; Factory Employes ot
uenersl r{sbestoS and Rubber com-.
p_eny, g3l; tt,ti. ;;ã llr"'n.-w.l
Kibgmã¡, Columbia, 92. iAlso, Châ¡tcston Post No. l{,.i
Amcrlc_an Legion, gt0; M¡. ãnd Mrs.lÀ. C. D. Wilcs, $3; Miss 

^luthMims, $l; l\nderson Lodfe. B. pi
O. 8., $25; lryoolwo¡lh Five and
Ten Cen[ store, Rsdcllffe and K¡nB,
streets, gto; Mrs. Johatnâ W
Doughty, g3; Wornen's Weslev Biblc
c¡àss, Sp¡¡nC' Street Mãthodistchurch, g5; Coope¡ Streei slat¡oh.
Charleston Oil colnÞâDv. SS. and
the ller¡ry P. Archer ichdol. ti0.
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Show Center Noininqted For Register

lenter ls Pul,Q

Fi1. ð

iears on condition. that "a'By JOHN A. AI.STON plans lo install the ftanklin l-;ll-- I Years u¡r cuuu"'ïüir'*ú;;;-' gr_i:it_lï,'ð";;¿ffi;ì;; I Do You Know _ I *,i1r'niì,,illÏ"ålrnil;*" #:'iiffi .'"- ;"flìf":llii',åïit;;;;';" I v*'èr'ã'i.'i'"r lrn:i"l'lî,',:"",1$.*.Jii!ii:'Ihe Robert Gould Shâw A leÃal cloud over.the title I I ouf Lnqflesrotrr I lano revetr r0
fi; ai-tô- uãl-st. h;s bråu;iïih;;ìlãni' to " 

hau l--- J a school was not maintained'

cceqtly heen nominatéd tq t õ,o"iär ãnd tËe building has The next mention of the
re .: ñational .Register of Ëãàn uãcãni"uei since. 

- Tlìe quit claim deed re-veals build¡ng is in 1938 when -thele : National .Register of been vacant ever since, 
- Tlìe quit claim deed reveals build¡ng is in 1938 when.the

risbrlc Places in recogn-ition - gut, [¡u city proceeded that thé groupfirst purchased Board ôf Public School com-
f. its lmportant role in local *¡l¡ 'condemnatjon- proceed- land on -Rutlèdge Avenue lrut missioners conveyed the lease
lack hisiory. inEs which cleared ihe title sold it on March 16, 1868 "tn lo a group of individuals
Almost simultaneous with ;nT il no* appe"r. a ncw order lo purchase anolher lot known as the "Trustees of

,rat annoürcement from the ;;;e in local tjlàct history is ¡n Ivlary Slreel which was the Shaw Memorial School
t€tkeley- Orarleston- Dorch- äbõut to be writlen. decmed more suilable for the and Welfare Center."
'ster fugional Council of The building is named for purposc.'i As the years went by, the
iovemments, however, were Col. Robert Gould Shaw, Thé Ru edge-^ve^nu-e--PtoP: buildins ïas used for a
he unveiling of plans to commander of the 54th crty was sold for. $z'50t ?1ü varietv"of functions including

:i"ul"i'Ë *i'f,,,li,li'iË.,,?,tt $,x1';¡1",1'"'¡: if"'fl"i}"li ii,x:,î*:"i;#i":lJ iif"" Jl yx';¡p"," 3ili."''"":i,,?io ,åi
0.,ì13"å,l,1TJ'.n",,""ton 

.*ir¡ ff? clli' Sif 
-o'"ì,|J"ål tåi#'!ih, 

$sroricar^prsn- *t*tttçi¡"!1;t"T-*itr"
rÞend some $200,000 in 1073 Morris Island during an ninC .cols!llt1,1t l9l._ttl",^,^Î; 

'-nu.inn 
Wãtt¿ W"t U,'iom revmqe sharing moneY arla

'"ü:îr.i"r1î""'åHr:r"i,,",, ,*i*;!fli,f''}'Säj¡; f{çî;.$;:4t'ä""r'îåtiî *$#i:i#rnlår":;
''a dream of mine for I don't ¡¡ gs51¡¡ besan raising funds lsTa o 'l"t*o:-'r"l-i-.*""'oiü 1,.licl1aÌleston 

service Men's

ino* hìii trttv years now," ilñ-ñÑminl b ilding " on thc site was urup'

iays Rep. Herb€rt u. Field- Tbe precise history of.the \aserl.Lo rlJ'ùoäitl ãi school Tlrough .FieÌdinø th¡nks the

ins.Dresidentofthenewly"shawMonumenlFund"iscommßi¡à'tiãtít'ii¡ã'c-¡tiofce;teiïiìlproviäemanyol
róeahized Robert could hazy and is generally gleanerl Charlesi-oñ.'-'- 

' 
the servjces-thã¿',vere provid-

!"h;";'ä;l-. itr;. -' ' --- 
ir-.",{, käip'rËäiií"å il'ii; -,r'iiipuiàti"" o[ rl,e lease is ed lo black citizens in past-

-'¡ì"-ãiñp- tJ ¡'i.ldins the ä.tl.c. orri... tnûr rnc building "bc perpctu- times, there may be one

*iåiäïiäi'rq.iin^iiä'itäã "ÄäìtTrãini"io a quit claim àitv devotcd tã educational rlirfercncc'

iläË:;'Ëvs' lùu "nã ¿.äã, äol"å.ilnJ¿d, tss¡ the puiposcs and that the pupils several news stories in The

iläii åäìi"itl*,'ã ããy-"ir" iu-n[i weie placea in lhe 'shall 
. never be. €xclud-g$ News and courier during the

ããi1".,-ìittlni"hitv m"eeting hanrls of fivd truslees v/ho l¡creJrom or from sard 1940's record the ìr'holesome

iäiËl ãiä 
-ã'-;r"upãruir"ã ãoi"tilóã themselues as "selt benclits and profils ar¡stng diet fed to kidergarten stu-

;i;åîl ;;;; ior yoirngsters 
"oniiiiut"d"irrrrool 

oi said from sucìr renlal or salc -o.n ã"nls "act 
morñing; fruit

iifið'nn¡'!iu¿vi^c'ãt iorn" fund no colnoration hav¡ng accoûì[ n!. I1:9,,9.,^ql"utous iuice and cod liver oit.i
difftcuìr. _ ever been lormcd and no 

"onorr'll,1T,:ÌXåu$Ts leased That probabty won't be a-'iiirã-'building was vacated formal assoc¡ation having In.lB

¡mund t96B v,,hen there *.r" O.Ënäu¿ãl;-"-" 
-- - " to the satne board for 99 partolnew pr¡grams'

Do You Know
Your Chorleston?
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lf t¡r¡tcù¿

This bro story cì apboard flat-roofed structur€ rettlng on a high
brick foundation tras erected c. 1874 as a school ¡6¡ss for the Robert Gould
l¡emori al School . 0riglnally it ra¡ in the shaÞe of a Latin cro$s TrÍ th the
ûr s ôf the cross located neârêst and parallel to llary Street. Later tt{o
vrings {r.ear additiofi) l{er€ ¡dded to the rear of this structur€ Hhich natchêd
the crÐssÞieÈe.

The facade, cofisistiilg of a central pFojecti on and thê two arms of
the crosspieÊe, rr¡s orlglnally brick and contained three tiers Èf arche¡,
open to the front and sides, -lhe fatâde's high brick foundation is plerced
by semicirculõr arches, as ðFe the sides of thfs structure* ând ðbove eðch
arch on both stories are nine over nine I'igbt double sash rl ndors. These
tri ndorss are used enti rÊiy throughout this structurc ¡rith only ä slight väri-
ation orì the front ç6¡fFal Frojectf on that Íncludes a nifie over njne ïißdûn
uith eight pane sÌdf,lights (four to a sidei on both tJte first and second
floor, -The'centräl proJectlon ¡lso has a windo* it either side on each
flcor, whlle the froirt t{ings of the faÒade havÊ trto xlndo¡¡s at each rdng on
each flocr,

IdentÍcal sìde ralls havë the follmlng wlndow arrangenent: on the
ënd of the front crosspiëcer blo l{indüús ¡ in the rear of the front cross-
piece, one windon¡ sfdê Í4113 beü{eën the front ànd reàr Yl- g'- ofle uindor,
ône door nlth laroe trtnÊom, one window( uppêr ìevels on Eides have three
rindor¡¡sl; front oi rêar addition, üe uindow; sides of rcar addltion- ùro
nindonsi'b¿ck 0f rcar add{tion, tr.o ilindffl. Àt the end of the staff
porti on of Èhe cruss Ís ð cerÈîûl ly I ocated door rlth lðrge transqn, on_each
tluor itanted by trind0rrs, one to Jside above a Si[Sìe enclosed Afch..Thig
a rliõflgenEn t {npiles th¡t a sm¡Jl porti co e;lsted hêY€ ãt ûne tiffie. The bri
foundãtlo¡r of the rear addition ir plerced wlth square nindms and the areã

2

F
c
n

:
o
-

,ls erclosed,
0n the flest side where the crosspi ece Joins the

flue modern chfmey, It is prcbable lhat the building
exteri or chimeysr 'but these maJr have been removed uhen
r{¿s ðdded. There ls also a fi ne escape on ei¡fier $lde

t{ornfnttloÍ i nc'l udes bro coüch houseg.

buiìding is a slngle
at one tiæ had ttlo
the r.e¡r tddl tlon

of this sÊn¡cture.

The Cfty of ChirlËston hûp€s to convËrt this compler of bulldlngs
to a npcreati onal center.
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ïhis building Has büllt tü hour? the Robert Gould Shaw I'temorlal
School . Robert ûould Shaw wås tåB Comnnding officep 0f the 5qth Häss-
achusetts Regiment of free tlegro€s. He and his reglûEnt |fenÊ destroyedln the attack on Fort Ìtagnerr llorrls Island near Chôrlestûn llarbor,--His
family and friends fur¡lshed the fund for the school . This schço'l sas
one of the eârlfest free schools ln the South that blacks €0uld üttend,

Educatíon: In 187¡[,_the year of the schooì's beglnning¡ t,tle fund's
trusteeFilãEä-tt ro rhe Board of School Connrtssionerã foi Ëtie iiÈ-ór
Ch¡rleston,

"...provÍded the pdrty of the second pàrt its successorr
0r a$signeÊs sha¡l ard wlll maintaln the said lands dur-
lng the continuônce of thls ìease, a good free school
open to all children erithout dlstlnction 0f race or prê-
vlou$ condi tlon of seryi tude and that such sch0o? so to

Plack Hiltofy: The Shaw lihmorial ScJrool is irDFûrtant
¡.istoryôecause ft [àS bËg¡n as a tribute to the bravery of
Shmr ¿ñd hl s rnn, nÈÍters of the 54tlr I'lüssichüsetti Reqimnt
¡llegroes, ûñe of the ffrst tll blrck flghtlng únlts ln 0nited
mllltary history.

to blact
Roþert Ê.
of free
Stðtes

be nalntained sh¡ll be called the Sh
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^ÞÞE¡È.trtE

fl krirr ll lJrr¡c¡rJ

buildlng is a slngle
ãt or¡e tirc had tro
the rcår âddition

of thit structutt.

This üvû story cl ¿pboÈrd flat-r.oofed structuFê nestlng on ð high
brick foundation was erect€d c. 1874 ãs a schorl house for the Robert Gould
l,nnorÍ ¡1 Schcol, Originally Tt *as in the sñape ûf a Latln cross vri th the
ar s of the cro$s located earest and parallel to Ìlary Street. Later tro
vrings ( rcar addit,iûnl nê r'e added to the rear of this structüre *hlch Írrtched
the crosspiece.

The facade, consisting of a cêrìtral projecti on and the t$o âYfis of
the crossFiece, uas orlgÍnûììy brick and contained three tiers of archÊs,
open to the front aild sÍdes. -lhe facade's hfgh brick foundation is pierced
by semicircular ûrches r âs are the sides of thls structuhe, and åbove each
àrch oû both stories are nine over nine light double sash wi ndol¡s - Tfìese
rúindovrs ðre usÊd entirely throughout thjs ttructure Hith only à slight várj-
ation on the fr¡ont centrül proJêct{ÈÍ ¿¡¡1 ¡nçìudes a nine over níne }rin do}r

¡vith eight pane sìdflights tfour to a side) on both the first and second
floor, -The' centrûl ÞroJecÈi otì also hås a nindoÍ üt elt¡er slde on each
fìoor, whlle the front ilifgs of the fac¡de h¡vs tro wlndor+s at eâch wing on
eäch f 'l oor.

IdenÈÍcaì side w¡Ils have thÊ fol lowfng $indürr arränggmnt: on the
end of the front ct'osspìece r tl{o ¡rindows i Ín the rear of the front crDss-
pÍece, one nindow; sld€ wôlls betçeÊn the frcnt i¡nd rêar $t'ñgr Dne $indofl'
one daor uith I arqe transün, one $indo${ uPp€r levels on sides have three
¡Éndors) ; fron t. oi ruar a(idl tion r one ilindo$l sides of rcar addl tion ' fuio

uindo$si bðck of æf,r addltiûn, Èno v{indo}tr. At the end of the st¡ff
porti on of the crcss i+ a eentralìy I ocated door witl lârge transoÍtr on_each
îloor flanked by wìndms, olre to t side above I slngle enclosgd arch' Thls
ariãngemenl in¡tes tirat-a small portlco erfsted herc ât ffe time, The bri
foundition of the rear addition ii pfercedilith squAre${ñdotrs ðnd the arei

Ð
c
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ls encì osed.
0n the west side where the crosspiecÊ ioins the

flue ñodern chißney, tt ìs probable thåt the bui.lding
erterior chimeys, but these inay have been remowd rhen
rras âdded, There fs also a firl escdPe on el i'lrer t{de

ttlominati on includes ttlo coäch hûuses '

o
z

The Clty of grarleston hopes to coilrert this r$ple¡( of bulìdfrigs
to ô t?cÌrðtlonal c€nter.
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Form 10¡68
Rev. 12190

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

HISTORIC PRESERVATION CERTIFICATION APPLICATION
PART 1 - EVALUATION OF SIGNIFICANCE

OMBApproved
No. 1024-0009

lnstructions: Read the ìnsìructions carefully before completing applicat¡on. No certifcations will be made unless a cornpleted application form has been
received. Type or pint ôlearly iñ black ink. lf add itional space is needed, use contìnuation sheets or attach blank sheets-

'1. Name of Property: Shâw lìremorial School

Address of Propedy: St.eet 2¿Mê¡|S

tr

City Chârlêslôn Counvcharleston_ Slate zipW
Name of historic district l\¡azyck-Wagborough

E¡ Nat¡o nal Register district E certifed state or local distnct E potential d¡strict

Check nature of reouest:

cert¡fìcat¡on that the buildrng contributes to the signifìcance of the abov6named histodc dislÍct (or Nãtional Reg¡ster property) for the purpose of
rehabilitation

certification lhatthe structure o.l)úilding, and where appropriate, the land ârea on which such st.ucture or build¡ng is located contribules to the
significance ofthe above-named histor¡c distr¡ctfor a charitable contributìon for conservation purposes

cerüfication lhat the build¡Dg cfoes not contribute to the signifcance ofthe above-named historic distr¡ct.

prel¡minary defermination for lndividuaì listing in lhe Nâtionâl Register-

prelirfiinary determination that a buildíng located within a potential hìstoric district contributes to the significance olthe district.

preliminary determination that a building outside lhe per;od or area of significance contributes to the significance o[ the dstrict.

3. Project contact:

Name SamuelWqodson

2.

tr

tr
D

tr
tr

Slreet Elizâbeth St City Charleston

state sc zip Daytime Telephone Number

4. Owner:

l hereby attest that the infomation lhave prcvided is, tothe best of my knowledge, correct, and that ¡own the property desc bed above. lunderstand thal
falsification of faclual representations in this applìcåtion ¡s subjectto crim¡nal sanctions ofup to S10,000 ¡n fines or imp sonment lor u p to five years
pufsuent to 18 u.s.c. 1001-

Name SâmueÌt bodson Signature Date 11/14109

Organization

C jtyStreet

Shte zip Daytime Telephone Number

NPS Off¡ce use Only

The Nafonal Park Service has reviewed the "Historic Certification Application - Part'1" for the above'named property and hereby determines that the property;

E contributes to the sgnifcance ofthe above-named district (or National Register propedy) and is a "cerlified h¡storic structure' for the purpose of
rehabilitâtion.

E conkibutes to the signìfcânce ofthe above-named distr¡ctând ìs a'certified historic structure'for a charitâble contribution for conservation purposes in
accordance wilh the Tax Treaûnent Extension Act of 1980.

E does not contr¡bute to the signifcance ofthe above-named district.

Preliminary deteminationsi

E appears to meetthe Natonal Register Criteria for Evaluation and willlikely be listed ¡n the National Register of H¡sior¡c Places ìf nominaled by the State
Histor¡c Preservaiion Off¡ceÍ according to lhe procedures set forlh in 36 CFR Part 60.

does notappearto ßeetthe Nalional Register Cr¡ter¡a for Evaluation and willl¡kely not be listed in the Nat¡onal Regìster.

appears to contribute to lhe signil¡cence ofa potential historic district, which willlikely be listed in the National Reg¡ster of Hisloric Places ifnominated by
the Staie Historic Preservation Ofücer.

appears to contribute to the sign¡ficance ofa registered h istoric clistrict but is outside the per¡od orêrea ofsignificanceas documented ¡n the National
RegßteÍ nomination or distr¡ct documeniation on flewith the NPS.

does not app€ar to qualiry as a ceúfied historic structure.

tr
E

tr

tr

Date

E See Attachments

Nationaì Park SeNice Authorized S¡gnalure Natìonal Park Service Office/Telephone No.



HISTORIC PRESERVATION
Bovs and Girls Club. Shaw Un¡t CERTIFICATION APPLICATION -

PART 1 NPs office Use OnlyPropedy Name

22 Marv St

Properiy Address

5. Description of phys¡cal appearance:

The Shaw Memorial School was originally built in 1874 as a three story flat roofed, clapboard structure, resting
on a high br¡ck foundation with tall arches set into the br¡ckwork. ln 1974 structure underwent extensive
renovations, which included removing all floors above the basement level, Ieav¡ng the brick foundation as the only
remaining or¡ginal structure.

The current building is a flat roofed, one and one half story, brick build¡ng with high arches set into the
br¡ckwork. All of the brickwork ¡s covered by green stucco and extends approx. ten feet up from ground level. Above
th¡s there is a four-foot tall, stuccoed pediment that term¡nates at the roofline. The façade of the building is
organized into three equal sections, with the middle portion closest to the street. The left sect¡on contains two
identical, large brick archways containing one set of bifold windows ¡n each. The middle section contains one large,
centered archway that has been f¡lled in w¡th brick, slightly recessed from the face ofthe building to defne the
shape of the arch. The right section is a mirror image of the left, containing the same windows. Between the m¡ddle
section and right section of the buildìng, there is a recessed doorway that serves as the entrance to the Boys and
girls club.

The build¡ngs footprint is in the form of a capitol letter "1" with iwo wings (protruding East and West) at the far back
end of the building, and the same w¡ngs mirrored at the front end. As descr¡bed above, the front of the buílding
contains a protruding middle section that is closer to the street than the rest of the façade, th¡s protrusion ¡s the
same size as the wings, but is closer to the road then any other section of the bu¡lding. The "body" of the letter "1"

conta¡ns a part¡al second story which makes it set back from the road.

Date of Construction:jê69_ Source of Date: Averv Research Center Memorabilia Collection / RMC Charleston

Date(s) of Alteral¡on(s): 1974

Has building been moved? [ yes E no

6. Statement of sign¡ficance:

lf so, when?

The Shaw Memorial School was established in 1868 in memory of Col. Robert G€uld Shaw of the
Massachusetts 54h Regiment, the first black infantry of the North. Shaw and the 54n reg¡ment is most known for
their 1863 attack on Ft Wagner on Morris lsland, SC where he and many of h¡s men lost the¡r lives- ln 1868, the
Shaw Monument fund was establ¡shed, and five trustees were appo¡nted to raise funds to bu¡ld a monument ¡n

memory of their courageous leader that so many of the men trusted and befriended during the¡r time in the 54". A
number of these trustees were members of the regiment and were the driving force in the establ¡shment and
funding of the Monument Fund. lt was soon decided that the money raised should be used to open a "good free
school" for free blacks in the c¡ty of Charleston. The current s¡te on Mary Street was chosen, and a two-story
building was erected. The Shaw Memorial Schoolwas primarily funded by the New Engìand Freedman's Aid
Society and the Freedman's Bureau; it housed teacheIs and administration from both the North and the South. ln
1872,the funding from the North was no longer enough to support the school, and the Trustees decided to lease
the school building and furn¡ture to the City Board of School Comm¡ss¡oners for a period of ten years. After the ten-
year lease exp¡red, the Trustees renewed the lease for 99 years under the understanding that a school be
maintained for the people of Charleston. ln '1919, the Shaw Memorial closed ¡ts doors, and in 1938 the build¡ng
became a settlement house. ln 1957, the Boys and Girls Club, Shaw Un¡t was established to give ihe youth of the
city of Charleston a safe place to go after school and learn and interact in a positive manner, offering them a betier
future. Due to its commun¡ty connection and roots ¡n serving those in need in the communìty, the Shaw Memorial
School site was the perfect f¡t for the Boys and Girls club to occupy. ln 1971, the building was taken over by the City
of Charleston due to neglect and was considered condemned only to be put on the national register in 1973. Soon
after, in 1974 the c¡ty invested $200,000 to the rehabilitation of the building, which included removing all but the
br¡ck level (lower level) of the building- the only remaining part of the original structure. lt was also at this time that
the building was removed from the Nat¡onal Register. Although the major¡ty of the structure has been removed, the
site itself is a testament to the lives of free blacks in Charleston and the educating of youth in the area. lts story
begins in the historic battle at Ft Wagner and is still being told today through the lives of the children of the Boys
and Girls club and hopefully will be for many years to come.

7. Photographs and maps,

Attach photographs and maps to appl¡cation



Cont¡nuation sheêts attached: E yes EI no





Current Photos of the Shaw Memorial School, The Boys and Girls
Club of Charleston
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t loorJorsts as seen lrom ground level 
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Computer lab, 2nd story addition

Recordins studio located on 2nd floor





Exterior of G)'rnnasium

Interior of library


