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{en Y Rutledge Buist Res1dence Notable
for Its Exquisite Woodwork and
Well Proportioned Rooms
News + Courver——4={4-37

The early Georglan a.rchitﬂcu:rmsnreet was the eastern portion of
f the regidence at 43 Legare street, E1:3'13.1'. conveyed to the O'Neills Sep-|

rith beautitully proportioned
somsg paneled in old pine, interests
1any’ an observer ~who  peers
hrough the gate and door that
hut off the public view of the yard
nd house.

Like many a Cna.rleston home,
1e. “front porch” iz on the side
ike comparatively few, however,
y the door from .the second floor
all to the porch, cne of ths homd~
omeast  features of the house. The

oodwork is exquisite, and Mrs

lanry Rutledge Bauist, the prasa.:
wner, suggests that this is in se-’

ordance with the custom of C.}«-Z-—:

3ton families in having their chief:
ving rooms on the second floor.

tember. 12, 1838 by Willlam H.
Huger for $3,200. At that time it
was in Friend street, aas Legare
Fromy Fradd -to Queen was known
then. Mr. ‘Huger acguired the prop-
erty from the heirs of Mias r_.hza-m
beth Pringle.

The Henry Rutledge Ruists™ re-
stored the home, modernizing and
improving -it but:retaiming- {ts ori-
ginality. Tha¥ opened up the living
roomy, and put an iromn gate, appar-|
ently from an old Charleston resi-
denee, on the entrance to the drive-
i way in place of the broken down
' gate once there, " -

The library upstairs and the
drwing room dJdewnstairs -are en-

! tirely paneled. Other rooms are pan-

Mrs, Baist probably has occnm&d' =ied at the fireplaces and wainscot-
12 house longer than any pravicems,=d on the walls.

wner, she and her late husbeng
wying purchased it June 12, ISTE
lizabeth O'Neill Verner, Charles-.
yn artist, once lived there and

St - pm'eh, -dressing  Podmy pantry,

On the first. floor.are. o screened

iy aimic!us d.rswmg room.

uists bought the house from

arents,
This property, with a frontage's
xty-nine feet one inch in Legarsg




Restoration Brings Home
Back To Traditional Look

By LISA DENNIS
Post-Courier Reporter

Most people, at one time or an-
other, have fantasized about many of
the beawtiful and historic houses in
downtown Charleston,

Wouldn't it be wonderful to own
one, restore the place to s original
elegance and decorate if to suit your
tastes?

Dr, F. Strait Fairey and his wife
Charlotte have done just that with the
Charles Elliott House at 43 Legare St.

Charles Elliott, heir to one of the
wealthiest families in the colony,
built the house in 1759. His daughter
Jane grew up there before marrying
Willlam Washington, in to

y
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America’s first president.

Since then the Legare Street {for-
merly Friend Street) home has
to a string of Lowcountry familles in-
cluding Beresfords, Brailstords,

- Deas, Pringles, Hugers, Buista and

Sinklers. Frotn 1953-1963 the house
was owned by the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Charleston and used as a
residence for the Sisiers of Charity
who taught at Bishop England School.

The property had three other own-
ers before the Faireys purchased the
four-story brick residence last June.
Four months of restoration work was
done before they moved in October
and Mrs. Fairey says there's lots
mare to be done,

The traditional single house with
side porches features beautiful early
Georglan dwork and ling in

Wentworth Street house which they
also partially restored. Mrs. Fairey
says she and her husband both enjoy
this iype of project and did most of
the interior cosmetic work in their
new hotne together,

“We did a lot of wallpapering,
painting and spackling where the
plaster was (alling off, We canvassed
some of the walls before painting
them as an extra reinforcement and
sealer. .

“The house was in pretty good
shape,” she adds, “cspecially the inte-
rior, except for a ceiling on the third
floor which was falling in due to a
leak. Modern plumbing, heat and air
conditioning were already here. 1t
seems the previous owners did

the first and second-floor drawing
rooms, There are also ornately
carved, fully functional marble man-
tles and delicate crystal or brass
chandeliers in almost every room.

Other rooms include a master bed-
rootts o the second Floor with a spa-
cious adjoining dressing room (which
was probably added at the turn of the
century, according to Mrs. Falrey),
two more bedrooms on the third floor,
ploz dining room, modern kitchen
{added by a previous owner) and Inci-
dental rooms. '

The main ToomMa Are enormous, ap-
proximately 26x18 feet with 12-foot
ceilingy and a generons nwmber of
oversized windows to let the sunshine
in. The second floor drawing room
features glamorous French doors
which open onto the porch, And moat
of the house Is in excellent condition.

“We had looked at the house nine
years ago but couldn't afford it or fur-
nish it at that time,” says Mrs. Falrey,
“We've always loved this house and
when it came back on the market we
worked things out so we could pur-
chase it. It's our permanent home
now."

Previously the Fairey resided in a

piecemeal work but never . finished
the job. That's a problem with big old
houses, They require a lot of upkeep
and it can be very expensive.”

Major restoration of both porchez
and the kitehen house in back has al-
ready been completed and Mrs.
Fairey says they’ll work on the little
things by and by, Her next project is
to work on the garden, which they
have altready improved through bull-
dozing, taking out concrete, tearing
down an old garage and laying 8
twisting brick path.

Although she hasn't redecorated
every room exactly the way she
wants it, Mrs, Fairey's decor reflects
good use of design and color in-a semi-
traditional Charleston style,

"We worked with what we had as
far as furnishings and rugs go, but
we'll be able to add new things later.
I like traditional [furnishings but
would like to introduce some more
contemporary flavor when I redo my
kitchen.”

An appealing floral wallpaper in
peach and rose tones already adorned
the large foyer so Mrs. Faitey de
cided to keep it, selecting colors from
the print for each of the other rooms,

For instance, the dining reom win-

.dows are draped with curtains in a

deep rose tone and other colors are
picked wp through paintings and
waoven rugs. Her daughter's room is
the epitome of ruffled girlishness
with pale pink walls, and a rosebud
print border wrapped around the
height of the room. The adjoining sit-
ting room continues the pink theme
paired up wlth spring green accents,

The draperies selected for Dr. and
Mrs. Fairey's room will be a peach
and mauve print which coordinates
with peach tones in the couple's
dressing area. Warm green and -nen-
tral tones appeat in the second-floor
drawing room, where the family
spends a good deal of their time, A
hefty dose of plants helps bring the
outdoors in and makes the room look
cozy and lived in.

Mrs. Fairey's creative hes are

Plants add a cozy look to the drawing room.

Stafi Photos by Wade Spees

evident in her son’s room where a bor-
der print of maroon and gray sail-
boats was used to introduce more
color. She plans to add mareon shut-
ters for a more masculine ook even-
tually. Another nice touch i a sunken
powder room tucked under the stairs
on the first floor, which she spiced up
with fresh wallpaper in another plak
and white print. X

But the room Mrs. Fairey enjoys
most is her first-floor drawing room,
done In a pale butter yellow and other
muted pastels. The spacious room is
Hght and tastetul, with a comfortable
seating grovp in the center, a large
desk in one corner and little decora-
tion other than the original molding
around the walls, -

This is Mrs. Falrey's office, where

she handles coordination for Historie
Charleston Bed and Breakfast, a busi-
ness she started in September 1951
“So many people don't even go into
their living room unless they have
formal company. But I enjoy it every
day,” she says with a smile. “It’s got
to be one of the pretilest offices in
town,”
Mrs. Fairey now rents out her
kitchen house ax a bed and breakfast,
but it required extensive restoration
and remodeling when they first pur-
chased the house, What was once a
three-room stone pit is Row a quaint
apariment. featuring a living room,
eat-in kitehen, two bedrooms and two
baths. An added atteaction is the
oversized fireplace, sivetching across
one wall, Thiz was the original cook-
ing fireplace .t the kitchen house, she
explains.

More contemporary astes are re
Tected in the kitchén house cottag
Charming tie-back curtains, interes
ing, well-placed accents and %M ]
of rich colors, patticulariy blue, y¢
low and rust tones, work together
make the Fatreys' puests feel right
home.
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