
October 26, 1998 

Mr. Malcolm Brennan 
Makolm Brennan Architects, Inc. 
635G East Bay Street 
Charleston, SC 29403 

Re: Old Slave Mart 

Dear Malcolm: 

Thank you very much for sharing with Carter Hudgins and me a copy of your historic 
documentation and your plans for the rehabilitation of the Old Slave Mart at 6 Chalmers Street. 
Carter and I have reviewed these plans and we think that generally they are excellent, the 
museum exhibits are well arranged and the renovations to the building will be appropriate. 

The orie exception, however, is that we strongly disagree with the plan for the front arched opening 
of the building along Chalmers Street. We believe that the iron gate concept is overwhelming and 
distracts from the primary character of the building. We would prefer to see something more 
appropriate, perhaps in keeping with earlier treatments, particularly a scheme matching the 
photograph included in your material that show the building prior to the opening of the Old Slave 
Mart Museum in 1937. We think that the over-door wooden transom and the multiple wooden 
doors shown would be most appropriate and offer convenient accessibility to the museum. AP, we 
strongly agree that it would be good to have Philip Simmons execute some piece of ironwork for the 
building, perhaps the overthrow or transom would be an appropriate place for some sort of detailed 
wrought iron lunette. This would greatly add to the building and be in keeping with the building's 
history. 

I also want to work with you at the time about the stucco facade as it has a very good weathered 
"old Charleston" look and we would like to see that retained. Otherwise we will look forward to 
working with you on the final plans. 

With best regards, I am 

Jo athan H. Poston 
D' ector of Preservation 

cc: Carter L. Hudgins, Executive Director 
Cynthia Jenkins, Preservation Society 
Charles Chase, City of Charleston 

Post Office Box 1120 • Charleston, South Carolina 29402 • (803) 723-1623 • FAX (803) 577-2067 



M. B r e n n a n A r c h i t e c t s I n c . 

Summary of Historical Documentation 
Supporting Architectural Concept for the 
Old Slave Mart at 
#6 Chalmers Street 
October l, 1998 
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M. B r e n n an A r ch i t e ct s I n c . 

Eye witness account of journalist Charles Coffin in 
The Boys of 61, Or, Four Years of Fighting (Boston 
1883 pp. 472-474) 

. ' . 
·----140 · 1· _· :: .· : ~ c\v1L wA·R:1111sT.oRY ~ . · ~-~ · --. . -· · ." ;··--

·appropr.i~ta ~csign of douhtc~cdg~d'~w~rds an~~rs. _pousa~ds ~f sl~vc~ h~d ~o~~ ·• 
~ ihcarceratc~ thc;rc for no clime ,~atever; e~cept for.J>eing out .. aftcr nine ~·clock., or for• · 

meeting in some secret-chamber t tell.Cod their wrongs, with n9 white man present. ·• • • : 
:. AmidJhese ~TToundiilg~ was the ldyc-Ma.rt, ..... a b,..ltdlng·~rth ll large li:on gatc"lti front, 

above which! In large gilt letters, was.fheword'MART. The outer iron gate openC,d fnh> a 
; : haU ahouf sixty feet fong by twe~r broad, flanked on·one side by a long table running the_ 
_ .entire length. of the hall, an·~, o~ ··~~ .e>th~tby benches.. At the.E~rt~er end. ~-door, openl11g 
. · ' through a hr1c:k waJI, gnve entrance to a yard. The door was locl<ed: rtried my hooth~l1 • J 
=;-:b11rtr\fl>nltlnotyicJd~Tciill~ i" frecaman-to:mY afd:-UmiCc!ly ~c took 11p:a great stone,:-:' 

and gave a blo\\'. A riot her, and the door ol the BllSt..ile \tent Into splinters. A~ss th·e yard · · 
• wits a fom:-story bnck liulldlng, \\'ith•grated wirrd0ws·and ·iron doors,~a prison. The yard 

was walled by high'-buildings:·He:who.enfereU'th'erc left all liorie behfnd.f( small room 
adjoining the h:iJI Wlls the plo¢ where worµep were subjected to the lascivious gaze of 
.brutal men. '.J'hcrc were the steps; ':IP which tbl>u~nds of men. women aud children had 

. walked·to their·plpces_ on the.tahle;to be knoCJcGtl off to the highest.bidder. , ~· : In f~t ~f • 
l~e mart'Was a-gilt star •. I climbed the post antrenchcd it froin its spike to seeure ft·as a .-: 

.· '1"oli~Y-f~. freed man took dow" the gih lcHersf rm~. and knocked off the ·greatlocJHft>m · 
. :1he outqr iron gate, and.the smaller.lock from I Inner door~ The k~y oflhe Fr~ch Dastilji : . 

hangs at M ountV errion: ani:I as relics of the AJn@rrcan prh'oTr-house then being.broken up, I. 
secure~. th'ese.. • . .·Entering the brokers• offices;-prisons rather,-we walked along the 
grated ¢Orridors, looked into th<: rooms where the slaves had been kept. In the ceJlar was 
the dungoon for the rcfracto..Y.~bohs tmd·staples in the floors, manacles for the hands and · 

. feet. chains to ma Jee nil sure.• · :.: · : ~ . ·~ • · .• · · 

6.15-G F.ast Rav Street • Charleston. South C'.arolina • ( 84..1-577-6865) 



M. B r en n an A r c hi t e ct s Inc . 

1886 Inspectors Record of Earthquake Damages 
(Charleston, 1886) pp. 43 

. : . A r~port.by the architect and, the ~ngmeer n1rcd by th~ City of Charles- · 
_ton to surve.y_~b~-q~mag~.ofJhe: 18~6-~a~JJ:iqimk~_ff;?.!'i~Jted_i~J.h~ foJl~ 
i!lg dat~ on this ·pro'pe~ty: . .: · · .. . . . 
6/N6rthSid~Chalmcrs/D,O'Ncfli, Sto~c/ Drlck.(building] rfin (Ro9f]i 35 {Feet ~ng] I ·· 
.20 [Feet Wide) / 22 (Foot High] I LCondition 0£ \Valls] (Norlh] Jlonrdt'd/ [South] Partition 
Doarclt'c'1 [East) Cracked/. [West] Division/ [Condition or Chi ll)nt'y or Fl t.!<'s] GMd. This 

,wM an open (lnssagcway, 11nd·wn5 bonrdcd in for tcncmt'nt 1>1~r1~ost's,54 . 

}\·~. -~~~~~~c~>:v~i~if~9~~t· dp~i~!!.1.~~t, At:·.~~~?~s~!? .th~· 1'~~Jta~c jn. th~. ·. 
omldmg s Clevelopm~ml; the-onginaJ linclC; nrdied fnqade~ nqf~n .. cal~d-. 
the '.'Parti~ion," rem$ined, but ifs gates had.~ccri.removed, T"pfac6d by~ 
wooden boards. Asia'-e from·this front wnll;"nt.somc tinic after 1865, tho· .. 
property.reverted essentially.lo its origirial configurntion, that of a pns­
sagcw.ay to tl1c rnainar"-n'o(thc Ryan'sMnrt'complcx. The west wall 
sharcd-.(vith tho,Firc Housc;.to whicl1'some of the :·nrick Trusses" (the·. 
lacttdc and t~c two west'[J'll~rs) were nticllorcci, \vils'iritnch nilCt"'an c~st~ ·' 

. wall, made of brick .(havj~·fg '.'Grnckcd"), had been added at the time of 
·' ... , . ' 

. ' . ~ 

. ... 
p I "• 

:i., c.r. 1111111(•rm1s udwrtls1•1111•11t~ ln CIJG, l&'>!)-JHH.1. , 

.• ~4 
\\' • .!~: ~11rkln~oa!1<t'I•'rcd S.~Slh\'11rt, lnS(l<'t'lors, Rt•,•ortl l1f l~ap1Pf111nkt~ IJn"J"~'':' .:_. 

(Chnrlt'slnn, 18/ifl); p.·'13. . · · . . · . 
- . • J • 
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M. B r e n n an A r c hi t e ct s I n c , 

Historian Frederick Bancroft's vision of the Slave 
Mart ( #6 Chalmers Street) as gathered from the 
study of numerous advertisements of slave auctions. 
Published in Slave Trading in the Old South 
( Baltimore, 1931 ) p. 170 

in State street. As early as July, 1856, Thomas Ryan & 
)>n had both a salesroom-which was described as '' the 

-4.uction Mart in Chalmers-street, next to [and east of] 
, the 01,rman .Engine House "-and also a "lot" or 
. " yard-'', " immediately in the rear " of it.~0 They_ wlre 
, Vf!rf convenient and soon met with general favor. p:Se: 
\fore the end of the 'fifties virtually all public sales of ne-

. .-roes, except some by legal process, were held at what 
"'°as variously called " Ryan's Mart ", " the Mart in 
Chalmers street" and, finally, "the Slave Mart"· Its 
exterior appearance and that of the immediate neighbor­
. ~ood changed but slightly during the next sixty years . 
. Che building was originally 44 by 20 feet, and there was 

22 by 18 foot yard in the rear. The fa~ade resembles 
, ~thing seen elsewhere. On either side is an octagonal 

·Illar more than 20 feet high, with a graceful arch between 
· .. em. The Mart, a salesroom with a 20-foot ceiUng, was 
ght and airy, for the space below the arch was open, so 

a• These facta are gathered from nUD1eroua advta. of alave-auctiom. .Accord­
ing to the Oenn• of""' Olt11 of 011.a.ries,on, 1861, it was No. 8. It and No. 6, 
also a brick building eut of it, were owned by Zjba B. Oakes, the trader. 
NOi. 4 (brick.) and 2 (wood, on then. w. cor. of State and occupied by T. N. 
Gadaden) were owned by Theo. A. Whitney. 

that ·the auction table,_ about 10 feet loq and a f"t· hig~· 
might be .plaoed lengtli.Wise near it and' allow ample 1'00Dl 

for the 9pectatora.to .pass in and out.and ata~d· eitber·inaide 
of the building or ur'the, street, ·according to· th.a weather.!• 

Just back of tae Mart and the engine-house, but facing .. 
Queen street, and only a few rods east of the Huguenot.~ 
church, was "Ryan's nigger-jail"· The jail prop&J:w.a,af;.. 
a detached double-house-four stories high, with b~ 
windows, and .bolts and locks on every door-in a_ lot.~ 
feet wide and 175 feet deep. Brick walls, about 20 ·feeti 
high, helped to make, out of what had probably b~" 
some rich man's residence, an exceptionally large and; · 
complete slave-jail and slave-pen.11 Between the lot of 
the Mart and that of the jail a heavy gate, with iro~ 
bars and a brass padlock:, opened on stone steps. 

6.15-G F.ast Hav Street • Charleston. South Carolina • ( 84.1-577-6865 ) 
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Photographs of #6 Chalmers Street, published in 
Frederick Bancroft's Slave Trading in the Old South 
(Baltimore, 1931 ) p .. 170 

Cn . .u.~n:RH 8·1Kt:t:1·. AH rr w.~8 IN 1907 

T111i; SuVE-lfABT Bnw1Na AB IT WAS IN 1007 
N•e;ro tenemencs had Leen hullt in.ide 
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M. B r en n an Ar c h i t e ct s I n c . 

News paper photograph of #6 Chalmers Street prior 
to opening of Old Slave Mart Museum in 1937, 
Charleston Archives, date unknown. 
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. .. r.1;,. ,, bloi;k. Thel'o 11r1 no rtoor'd1, however, to au1tain the tradition. 



M. Br e n n an Ar ch i t e c ts I n c . 

News and Courier Photo of #6 Chalmers Street, 
March 22, 1988 

" ·.: • • .- . !_ l 

The Old,-Slave Mari-M~~e~-m~ . ~ 
' , :-· ~ ~ . .. .·. . . 
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The following article contains references from the 
Time Line for #6 Chalmers Street. 

635-G Hast Bav Street • Charleston. South CaroHna • ( 843-577-6865) 
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TI-IE OLD SLA VE'MART MUSEUM, I 

. . . : • : · I . 

-CHARLESTON1 SOUTII CAROLINA: . I . . 

.REDISCOVERING THE PAST 
•· 

·· ­·•· 
- -. 

• 

. . . . 

' . ·Edmu~_i.d Dmgo and Ralph Melnick 
. " 

. 
. TnE OLD SLAVE MAnT MusEuM· of Charleston, South Carolina, has stood 
'for the past four decades a5 a reminder of.:m era nnd arr institution sorely 

· in ~ed of forther understanding as a means of creating a more harmon­
. icms·future in_this·c·ountry. Not alw~tys popul:ir in so proudly Southern n. 
city as .Charleston, ·Miriam WilSon, and nftcr her, Judith ·chase and 

·Louise Graves, have made strong efforts.at eoUcctin~ ancl maintaining 
the past it1 what·is cons'fdcrcd hy some lo he its'historical setting. 

Long before Mi.ss W'lson tir hasctl the Mart huildin fo 1938 some 
denied the his.torical authenticity of the site~ Early guide oo s neglected 
eve'n to mention slavery, and ·the few that did put it in a most favorable · 

,· . . 

\light, :while refo~ring to 6 Chalmci::s ~trcct as something otl.lC:r than a· .. 
former.slave market. As a rejoinder to the tritditional "prejudices·.· of: 

1--··--·---··---··- those-Who- wishcd·tcrptopaga[ffa""()nrtifali'liistory' ·: tllcfOllmving 19 r9·-~-
.. , . , striteinenrmakes clear its author's position ~n the Mart and the uestion 
~---...,,.......-,-,oh1avcry. · 

.... 

•. 
No. 6,'0ld'Slnvc Market, so:flnlil'd. , • • 
Mnny visitor5 tri the city, parlicnlnrly.tlmsl' whr> 11:1\'c inihihi.-d the trmlitional prl'judic<'fl 
:against old time Southern slavery, l'nquirc for ihc tourists' traditional "Slave Mnrkl't." As.a 

: matter of fact no sucl1 market ciclstl'd in t\1e city. Most or l11<' Southrm own<'rs qf slavrs 
never sold them, and the wotkcrs on the vnrion~ plnntntions-thc h<'d enr<'(I for 1>rnsantrr 
the world lms ever ~~cn-:-passcd hy inheritane<l r rom Cather to SQn. Rut this class of J>roi1cr-

" ty WaS subject lo f bc sam~ vidssil11des as. R llothcrs nn<!(.~n 15so hlnvcs \\'l'fC Rcr$..V~r.y. £ l'onr , • ·, 
time to time". We refor.tcfi11is as conditffins l'xislhig in 'the ninctr'cntli' c('fllury. Sue1r•sa1~· .·. · .. 
were matlc by ~roken \vho hod \o lod~e and fl'cd the slavcs while in lhl'ir c1istocl)·.-:lull , 
hence. they required house room and often n room lhrrl'in In wfifch tin)' n11ctioi1 5nlr toof 
place.'Therc were scvcrnl i:uch huilclin~5 iii thc• nrighhorhood or Rro:l<I, Stntl' nncl Church 

• • Streets, ln_r_t ns Im~ been 5:ticl,no.gcncrnl mnrkl't for this 111111mse. 111t- snll' or 5ll'IV<'5 WR5 
, largely_ cllsccmtinucd, nncl whenever pmsihl<' fomi,li1!s Wl're not clivickd h)• such snit's. Un-. 

for.hmalely; the word "Slave'.' \vns ,:tiven to thl' Ar ricnn-n worcl most distnstHul to thl' cnrs · 
or fr<'e men. Bnt the condition or the• Sou_thrrn i:l:1w wns th~ hrs! or any )JC'llSRntry in tlU', 
world ... •; They wcrci cared.for i~ youlh ancl olcl RJtc!. K<'pl lil'nlth)•, fl'd, clolhccl. .nild 
tl1cfr SJ>lritu:il wilnls cult•rcd to. II was th<' grc•nh•st cnm1;U111c•nt to llw Sonlh<'ril J><'oplc•'s 
goocl fnrl111'1ICC Oil the race, that in nhoul one• humlrc•cl )'l'nrs, !hr)' had rnlsc•d It from t•rnd 
harh:uisrn to he worthy, in tlw yic•w of thr !it:1t t•~mc·n or l.Rfl5, to lwt·onu• voling dti7.c•ns nf 

Civil War History, Vol. XXVll, No. 2 C1i,1yri~hl '!'.' l!JJll hy 'l11c• Kf'nl Stnti• l lnh'l·r~fl)• l'rc'!ls 
--~ · ~)!}-fl(l7R/li /2701 -fMIO:J$01J)()/0 , 

• I 

· ----~· ~-· ... _ .. ~ .;,.·-.· ,. ·-'~···· '.~ . ".,:~.--'-"· - - ·· .. '.~ ~- .. ~· .. 
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.~ CllARLi::°STON, SOl:"rll CAl\Ot;.INA -. : :. 13~, . 

·.· . . ' . - . . . . . ... : .. 
ii \~hile inim'.s country. The s:unc pnrtis:m history which stigmnti:r.<;s the institution of slav·. I 
cry, dC'slgnntcs ·this building ns n Slnve Market, wl1ich mnrkel, however, never exlsled.1 ; 1.' 

. . ,.,. . ... . . . . . . . . . : 
Eight years prior to her i1urchasc of the property, Miss Wilson, having , :- i· ~. 

research~d the period, ·became c~nviriced that _the. Mart was.indeed an ·...__..!. : ·. 

~-authentic antebellum structure that had once operated tis a slave market. 
·Her 1930 giiidebook; Street Strolls Around Cliarlestdn, S.C., acknowl-

-._.,. __ _,___.__ edgcd··the-disput:r-tious-nature·ofthc·b.uilding:·· - -- - ·------'- - -
. . -

No.'8, The Old Slnvc:Marl. · ·· · • ·. I .. . ' . · · 
. The .location· of this is of ~en ~iispttlcd, hut-ev~rything the \vtil<'r has been able to find 

rcga(Sling this.hnilcling imtnt.s to its hnving hl'en miC'd ror the sale or trained servants and 
artisan~; whd W<'r<' sold onr nt a time lo Iii<' hight'sl hiddrr. Tli<' nuclion hlod< stood on !hr 
west sldc·of the room. Originally tlwrr w11~ n lmk~my ovrr th<' rntrnncl', hut the 1nC.srnt 
owner changed the front to turn ii inion garage. . . . On the ldt or the above building is a 
b'i1ildlng with lurrcls, orteri ri>isfaken for the.'Slavc Mort.' This huil<ling housed the old 
G<'[lnnn Volunteer Fire Com1mny. It is now used n~ n Negro Loclgr..t 

D~spitc. her efforts, the old arguments ngninst the Mart ~.;rfaced ngniri 
only n year nJtcr the Museum's ~o'ors were opened: . - .. ·.- ~ . 

. . - · , ' . . " ·. . 
MYTltlCM. OLP SLAVE MARKET, 6 Chnlmcrs Strc('I: : 

.. 

Chnlmen in this fear is fnirly fomo11s for two 1l1ings: It is Chnrlt•ston's surVivjng ucobhlc- . 
. ".stom~'.'. street, the ~I mies coming in b:aUast.f rom.Europeari shores in the old snilinK.c.l.a.Y.s..and_ -----
. on it is n hnildinglltourists nre told wns the nhl S,lu\'<' Mnrkt•t. Tht• myth ha,rhren rx1>lmlrcl ~ · 

" rep<'all'tlly, hut it p<.'rsists, and since there.arc no hlnck slnvt'll it prohnhlyJfo<'sn't mallt'r. 
Authoritil-s arc pdsltivc in snyihR thnt nowhere in Charfo~ton was thl-r<' a consUtul<.'d slave 
mnrkl't for the pufjlic auctioning or blacks from Ar rica. Several houses in this vicinlfy were. 
·used in olden tlmt!s to <111nrlcr slaves who were to h<.' sold on the block. Authoritit's nfs() · 
. ngree •. propngandMs to the coi1trnr'y notwithstanding, that lhe.hlnck slaves in the South 

~--------w~tcltt'hcnci' cnrc·m:urwc;~niCiwfiliiiil!Yln nny dtllefimtn•5f·1~·orld:a-:---.. 
___ __.....; ..... I~s the' Chalmcrs.Sti:cct.Sla"c...Marlcctonly..:So_callecLmi . ...._'' .... · ~~1 .... • ~nlei..'_' ----­

or js it nn important piece of America's hcritag~. to be bequeathed to 
(uturC' generations.? ,6n eye-witness account. thnt of iournalist Charles 
Coffin. reCotcTs"thc fo11owim: dcsc~iptioo of Chancston's slave trading 
district in __ February.of_ 18~: ... · . .. 
Charl<.'ston wns One oft lie gr"<'ntslnvc-mnrtsor the Sonlh. Slu.•wn~ the boldest nth:ocnlc for 
the reopening or the slnvctrnd!!. 11<.'r state5nt<.'n l<'gi5lnt<'d for ii: h<'r ministl'n 0£ tl1l'Cosprl 
upheld it as tho hcsf means for Christianizing Africa nnd for thl'· ullimnte benl'fit of the 

. wh.,le lmmitp race. Hririp; llm!; imslnlued, ~he sln~·lrndcrs sc~ 111> thcir nuction~block in no. . • 
' :"inlt:or-the-·wny.~j)li1~c.· A score ofit\cn 01>cn'e<l i)((i~.s nnct" cfc:dt'in'thc hml"s1-tlul .~i1ls of• • . t_.-... 

men. Amo!1R them W<.'rl~ 1'. Ryan & Son, M. M. McRridC', J.E. Row('r.5, z. n. Onlt~. Jdt.,. 
Tinker, Wilbur & Son, on Statr and ci1almer~Strc<'ts. Twt;nt}' pnc<'s distant £rori1 l1nkt'r's .. -.. 

··was a huilclinp; hl'aring Ilic 'sign,,"TI1rologicnl Lihrnry, Proll•stnnt Episcopal Church." 
Stnnding by Bnkc•r'il door, nnd looking 111> Chnlmt'rs Str<'et to King Strt'rt, I 1Tnd·nnothcr 
sign, "Sunday-Sclmol D<.'posile>r)'." Af~o. "llih<'riii:in I lall," thr hulldin~ in which flit' onli· 

. n;inct: or ~cccs~ion WRS sigm:d. In nni1th~r huildinJC on thc• oppo~itt• t•nrnur Wits th<.' lll'gislr)' 
or Dt•('(k Nc•ar hy was tl1r ~narcl·11ml5e,with lls grated wlndcl\V,, its iron hnr~ ht'inJC nn 

. . . . . . .- . . .. - . . ~ . . .. . .. 
1 C. ln·im• Walkt•r, C11it/,. In .Clwrlt•.dt111, S.G. willi Rrlt•f 1 folt1r!f off/I(' Ci11r nm/ n Mtr/' 

'fllf'm1f (Clmrlc•shm, 1919), pp. 70--71. . . 
2 M!rimn ·n. Wilson: S1rr·1·t·Stmrl.~ Armmrl Cl111rlt-.~t;m, S.C:. (11 .1l., rn:io), 1i. ·12. 
·1 Thonm~ 1'1·1i~m l.t•s1•sn1\ I .11111/rrwrk.f 11f C:i111rf1·.,·fm1 lr11•l111f1111: l .>1•.tt·ri11llm1 11/ "" In­

, .. ;,,,. 111m1l1lr Stmll ( llil'l1111011cl, l!l:l!J)-, l'I'· n:l- fl·I. 
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.... 140 . • ~· .. .. . .. : " -~ C·1~I~ ~~:::lll~~-O~Y· . ·;... " A.·:. .' ·,. • . .. 
. . l , \ . \ ' .. . . . • . .~ . 

·?PllrOpr!~td ~l~~ign of douh.'c-cdgcd ·~words and.;$pCars: Thousands o! sla~cJ had he.en~ ·• 
1hcarcemte~ there for no c1;1mc' ~~atever, except for.J>emg out.arter nmc ~dock, or for 
meeting in some sccrcl·clmmbcr t tell.God their wrongs, with np white man present. ·. . . : · • 
Amid.these surroundings was the ldve-Mart.-a b~O(Jing·w.uh a large 'h:on gate In front, 

_ above which~ inJarge gilt letter5, was.fheword.MART. The outer iron gate opened inlQ a 
• hall about sixty feet long by twe™r broad, flanked on one side by A long table running the. 

. _entire length of the hall, nnd .. on ·tile .other· by benches._ At thd ~rt~er e!1d ~ door, opening , 
. ,.· . : • _. 'thro.ugh a hi:ic:k wall, gnve entrance to a yar<!:_Th~ do_or ~s locl<e_!l;}_ti:_~ed ".!Y~9~C?!Ji_c:.,~I, · . J. · · 
---,:---~bttt ft wmdi:lnotyield.Tcal,ifclllfrecClman fo:m:f aid. UmtCclly ~c took "fn great stone, • ·. · 

. -

•. 

. and gave a blo'''· An.other, and the door of the BaJtile went into splinters. AffOSS the yard · · · 
. : • was I\ four:-story brick building, Mth"grnted witrdows·and iron dooni,...:....a.prfson. The.yard , 

WllS w:\llcd l;y hiJ:Cll buildings: lfo'who cnfcrc~I' tf1"erc left all hope behind. f\ smalJ r<)om 
adjoining the hnll w':is thc plnct' whl'rc' wm~cit were suhjectccl io lhe llisclvious ftD7.<" of 
. brutal men. '.fl1crc were th!.' slt-jls, up which lhpusand5 of men, women aod ~lldrl'n l1ad 
wrilked ·to 1J1eir plncc5. on thc ta hlc, to he knoCk~d offto the highest.bidder. . ! ; In front 9£ ~ 
tl!c mnrt 'Was a·gilt star .. I climbed the post andtrenchcd it from its spike to secure U ·as a , 

. trophy.~ freedman took down the gilt letters i rm~. and knocked off the grt>atloclC (ft>m 
. )he oi1t~ iron gate, nncl'thc smnllcr. lock from ti . Inner door. The k~y oF the FrimcJ1 Bastilj? 
. hlin~ at Mount V cnion: nn<I ns rt'Ucs or the Am~l:nn pri'!um"!house then being.broken up, I . 
. sl.'cure~ th'ese.· .• .-Entering the brokers' otfices,-prisons rathcr,-we walke'd along tht> 

grated ¢orridors, lookl.'d into the rooms where tlm slaves lmd ht-en kept. In the cellar was 
the dun~con for thNl'froctor)·,-holts an<l·stnplcs in the floors, manacles for the Jiands and 

. feet, chaln5 to f!l.n.J<e nil surc.4 . • ;; • • • ; -~ . , 
• • • .. • • t • . • - • • 

-- -~--·----The-carrifuJ .. rchddr-mny hnvc, ndted Miss Wilson's reference· tO tlur--·:--~ 
Mart a~ No. 8 Chalrners,"while alt .other.mcn'tion speaks 0£ it.at No. :a~ · .. ' 

· This discrepancy; da.ting long before Miss Wilson's work. is only a small • · · 
. part of the rca'son for-tl1c dismissal of .the btiilding ·n.~.historically spur~ ._. .. .. 

ious:· At a time ·when .. ovcr $100 million of federal and stifte matching 
·ftiv(ls.ate1'eing spcrit nnriually on the tinq_uestio~::tbl_r worthy praj,..;.e.;;;.ct.;.,..._o'--f ___ _ 
prcscrvmg our national .heritage, it.is important that this work.and its . 
tmderlying principle be protected from would-be detractors that ever 
e or ·ema e toe 1minateaJJ doubt surrounding National Historic Reg­
·istry"designates.5. It was. with-this.in mind tha.t .the"nuthors ·apprciached 

. . the question of a slave market and .the "Slave Mart"·in Charleston. How < had the history Qf the slavc.trad~· related to thi!i particular structure? 
. What were its beginnirig.i; and .. wlmt clianges had if midcrgonc? To what 

•.. 

.history.had the present bµildi~g at 6 Chalmers Street-been ll"w:itncss? . 
•. ~ .t;.., •. ;...·. Sia y~sale~ had taken.pince early i~:tHe histo11\o.f t!bltn1iftl ~!1ar1cstoi);;~ .. ~ · '. .'; 

. : . with'Sullfvai:is.Island a·cting as the port. of entry} n vfrtval Ji:JJ;sis.(aot\.for .. - . ..,. :'.: · 
' .. .. African .. immigrants." Attemp~s to regulate.at least tlic_pJaoc.of sale · " " 
· • . -.yerc made' at innµcrous times. The November 20: 1839, rntificatiotfby_. · 

the Charleston Cir Council of ''An 0 • · · • Vork 
c artinent fo Establish· n Mar{•for the Public .SaJc of Slaves · : 
eginsthestory!' . ... . . ~: ._ ;, ·~::<n·- · . ...... .. . 
. . . . I . ~ . , . 

· ;.""1f·Cl111rlt•s €urll•lon Corrin; Tiu• nn1(.i·nf '6l: o;, F_o11r Yc•nr., nf.ll~l1tl11~ (ll11slou; IR.'1.1), 
fll1• 472-7<1, " I . • . ' 

~ Tlil~ l11fon;1111fo11 .wn~ oi1tnl11rcl rrmn Ille' S1111t11.C11;11l111n T>t•1111rfmt•11t or Archl\'c~ ·& 
llii;f(ir)' hl!ilurk prt·~t·n·ntlcm s11rd11ll~t. wl1onl~n pninf('tl out tlml Soni It Cnrolinn·~ 1mrti1in 
wil1;!1 $1,472;000. · · °" · · 

· ' ·' •' .. . 
. .. -·--·-··- .. ,_ . .. 

. ~· . 
' ~~- · --· ···· - :·- ':~.~---~ . .. . . ... 
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'I . . ·..., ' . .' · .. ... l~l . CHARLESTON, S00TffC"AR~LINA ... ·.' 

: . . . . . / 
. A building of ial~h dc~criptiori, pi~~ nn~i'nrr~nfi<-incri'1s:-~s Council inay determ.int", shall he 

consfruct,cd within tJ1c enclosure of. th~ lot "attached to t\1c Work'llou~e. which shall he 
.. _established .as n !\fart .or cxcltisivc Jlfaee within the city, for thl' sale, at r>uhlic auction, or 

.- f!\!tcry, of all slaves other. th:i.ri at Sheriffs salc, .and upon tlic couiplelion o~ the ·said build, 
.., ing; it shall he puhlicly.notified by a.dvcttiscnient, ihrC'e timl's pt~hlished In the city ne\vS- . 
• . 'pajlt'r!i, that from and nrtcr a certain dily to he speciried in sucl1. nd~rtist'm_ent, tht;! said . 

.. 

. . . Mart shnllbe opened for thri reception of nil slaves, to he offored or exposed for sale at · 
,...· : .. : · pubJiC·ni;c_ii6ni, :ind from ·ancl after tfto,daysjicciCiC?d' in the said advcrtisem1nt, iT_anr _ _,_ ___ __, 
- ·-· -·--:-nrolre~liCfionc~r~-Or oilier person or person~ "\vlin150cv~r~ sliall expose or offer for sale, 

or sell ~PY sln~l' or ~lnves in any ofl11c .str~ct~, l~nl's, nl!eys, oro1~l'n c~urts In th~ city, oron . · : ~. 
nny Jot, enclo;iurq, open ~pn_cc, house or hmld_m~ •• _or._m nny pln~l' \y1thln tl1l' h1111ts oF_the~ . · 
ci~; otht'r than nl the said Mart, so r st:ihlishcd ns n(orrsnitl, such Auclionl'l'r, Brokrr, oi' 
other 11cmm or 1wrsmis h<'rC'i1i ~>rfending,' sl1all forfrlt nml jm~· for C'rit•h ~lnvl' so"exposl'd . 
for. sale, or sold contr:iry lo the pruvisioils o( lhi~ ordinance', tl1l' 5um of fivt" hnnilrl'cl 
dollars, provided tlmt nothing contained in tl1is section shall exlf'nd lo shNiffs s:iles, or ' 
sales made hy the Mnsh•r or QommHsioncrs in_E,juity.A · . · 

~ . . . . . . . . . 
. ·· Pn June I ,. i84o," the mayor r~po~tcd .t~ t1ic ~o\m~il that work ·_~ri_ the 

sl_aye ·market had been comp1,ctcd,. nnclit was ready to' begin operation .. 
· .··. following the drafting,.of !tdes and· regulations for its 111anagcmcrit.7 · · .. ... 

J'hritc reacfbcforc the council as·rcquired by law, these mies anq regll-
. . lations wc~c ndor>te~I an·d elevated to t11c .lcvcl of nn ordinance·and or­

----der~·pnbltslmd"as-~ucllhn Ai1gust 3, 1840:11.With pride, the Cl1nrleston 
·. ·. ' ·Daily Goutier n"otcd.that among recent civic improvements was ~·n mart 

for .the sale· ofncgroes.''9 Durfog the 'first month, -only four slaves were 
sold,10 out busin~ss soon improved, \vith April's sales totalling 'eighty-

1 • 

• . 

. fi~'1 individ\lrik u So 
1

.successful had ~s proven for 'the· city that n year 
·aftedts Inception.the Work Housc·:reportcd .. the largcst .;.tmounf ever 

-~--·receivecl-by-theeit·Y:.from-that-in~titution.-Among-the.catises.Whioh-havo--·-··-'-· --­
produced this result, are .. . · · . . the establishment of the Sla.v.e Mart."12 -

----,:!he-Sue~f.thi!t()J>erntitm-did-no~<tt1nnotitt6-f.er-YeF-y-Jenl!-~~---__,.­

.. 

""' ... 

. than six months after the first sale;· the process to repeal the ordinance 
·• · e$tablishing thc ··:Work Hoi1se_Stnvc Mart.as the sole pcrmit~cct t>Ja~c ·of 

sale_(ns.definccl above) _was 
0

p\1't in motion. At fir~t it_ \vns !iou~ht fo m'"ake 
"lawf_ul to and-for an'y Broker, Auctioneer -or Trader· in vending· Ne:. 
grocs ·. · : . ~o sell by private salC at any lot, cnclos'urc, house or building 

:.:--~itJ~i~ t~_u l~~-iJ~ ~.f. t~1~i!r.z. ~J~i~)~·1?is ~~,y pr~?Pi~~s~. ~ny ~J~c;:{o.~ ~laves i .-. ~- ~ ... 
. . ' .• . ·• : . . ' . . ~ .... . : . . ~ . " . .. . ~· . 

ft Clmrlt·slm1, S.C., City Council, Orcf111a11c''·' of tl1t~ Citrt ''f Cl"'rlt•1ttm1:lrom 111<; 2.ftl1. .• :· 
"May.JR37. lo tire 18111 Mnrr:l1, 1840 ... . (Chatlt'slon, 1840), llil.· l88Cf., parlicufnrlr Ill;· · 
IDS-8:. Poler II. Wood, nfnck Alafnrffy: Nr~rorie ·/11 Cnlm1lnl Snrtll1 Cnrolina (riirn:1670 ' . · .. 
·Tl1rt1i11!.l1 '''" Stmrn nC'lwlflrm (Nf•\V York. "Hl74).-p. Xi\•: . • 

7 Cli:lrlcstiin;S~ C., Cil>• Cnnndl, Prm.·1·1·1fl11ni; J nm• I, lH-IO (n•porlt•d in Cl1t1111.,~tm1 Dni· · • _. 
ly Cn11r1t:r, Jiin~'. 4; IR-10).: . • · ·, ._ · · . . .· . . ... . -

~· Prrtfr~dirin.,, July 21, 18'10 (Cl)C, Jui~ 2.1, Hl•IO) :mil A t1g. 3, l R·IO (CDC.'A ;,g. "6,' J A.to):·:- • ', .~ ·; -· 
D CDC, St•11t. 15, lfl-10. : 1' .. ' . : · . .. ·- ' . . . 

'" "!l<·1m~t of tlw Commissi lll('TS ,;f '"("\\'o~k 111111:11; rc;r tht• Mnnlh of April 18-10," iii' ;· 
Pmt'<'t'tll111-.~ .. S<•pl. Jr,, IK-10 ((~DC, Sc•pt. 18, lfHO). . 

II "ll1·1;orl or lhc• C11111111isi;h111c•rs nr lh~· Work I louse• for the Mn;tlh nr April ·IR-11," "'"~ 
.. 1:1'C"(/i111!..,;·Mny 17, IR-11 (S1111tlwm P1ilrlht, M:t)' I!>, IH-H); · 

12 rmr.: ·r-clinn.v; Ang. 30, 11Y11 (Sr. Sl'pl. 2. 11Y11).' . · 

. ···. :- · . . . ·-~ . . .. 
. . . · -·· .. · :· - -' .. --.--- ·--~:---· _ ... ~ ..... - -......... __ 

. • :....-, .L. .. .... .. . . . . l . . . 1 • ·: ' .... ... •· . .1 .. .. . 
··· - ·--····· - --- . • • ·.1 .. : .~.~~~-·· . .. .... ---...~-. ...... , _ ·:'~:- ;: ..._ ... , ... .... .,, . . .. ..... ,.. 
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. ; . . ; whatsb~ver' ...... . : yrovided, that nothing herein contained ·shall ,permit' ~ ·., ''· . 
: . . cir dllow' any Slave or Slaves to be exhillited,'displayed or.exp~sed in' ~byi . - .. 

; . . house, s.tore, office, or other.place· withfo the.City .. '~13.By thiffollowing " 
J anmiry, total repeal .o.f the·:1839 ·ordinance .Ji:id been' app~oved~by the .. . 
_City Coti'ncil~ though ''the s~les ~f Slnves:at Public Auction in nny,stree~. ·· · .. 
lane,.or .unenclosed 'lot" was still ·illegal.14 It was'not.uritil N:::r:ber · 

'>~ . ' .. · . H848rthatargument~o-rerriovethis-finalpi"ohibiticmWarlntrod · ~ · "' .. ._ 
c'. ~·-it has a ·\~cry,injurip~l$ effect on lhc ·value:of stare property •·~:,· as. it . •I : 

·.: ··.appears .. . .- to be a great ·concession to tltose who are Opposed to o.ur :. ·: . . 
·:·· · :-· '.pecuJiarinstitut)on: , .. ··" natifica(io~with ·tJte· neW year.IS~- .... . .· 

,. · ... . · .. · . . 'Despite the: ·ordinances' prohibiting street \.u~ps, the practice had 
. .1. not been eliminated, nor had ifs practitioners been .PUllished or lflade to 

. . . .. ··desist: ll'was clearly a· case of the.Jaw fOllowing·the fact with t6e repeal . 
1 · ... _ : . of an "unenforceable statute. Neverthcless;brokers welcomed.repeal, a 
· · . · sign of.the ·official. npprqval 9£a vital {Jatt of Charleston's busjnes~ ~n..: , . 

•' · .. .... ~.·.-.t~~~:~~~r,i~lave"i~ie~ and · t~ose.~o~ de~lt in ~~ch tr:~sa~~fo~S·Qon~ :~:. 
· ·~ · . ·. tinued to off~nd som(! people in positions of authority and influen~e; still , · . 
: . .. oflier~ .. sought .. public control .for.: htimanitarinn .reasons, fearing · m~ . -

. .. 

. , ... :: .. fr.cnt~ent-: of. sla\i-cs : h:Y· sonic p.rh:atc ·brokers. And, ~s time passed; . ri ·· . · 
t :. .. : flumber of._ the. ffiOi:e .influential brokers acquired S?ICS offices :which, · ' :· 

-: wer~ used with increa:sirig frequency, either' by themselves or by others;, . . . :· . 
· ·. · . . ;. as rental space for their own business transactions. These several factor • ; . . .:. : . ·• 

·· ·. .. · appear ~d.ha.ve played an influential art in t11e d ts of I .. . · 

... 

pn , passa e o an or~iriimce"to rcvent sales nbittctions int e streets! 
. .:· l'.. . . ingt ·· . Hotire'~vns accmnplisbed-, TP1mrn·r.~:=-.- --_;..-1 

.1ng atict1ons·h:om public view onJe again7'11·The.mayor oppos~d this~ ... 
.• .. ·: ng to. pf:~·<;c private DuCtl~ntng Cattlcd Oil hi public omfor J!!ibf ~ .. 
. con.trol.:Having'b'cen defeat~~ .earlier.in.the year, he proposed nn·aiter~ ~· ~ .; ~· 

. . nq.Uye in December: . · . . : .· -~ .. · .. , , .. - .. . . . , . . : · : __ : -. ~ 
• • • .• • • • • • • ' lj .- • • • • • • ' ... ~ 

,J" Y oti will recollect thnt ;omc months itgo I si1ggcsted the propriety. of st.•i'roundi~~ the 11p~~~ • ; ··:- .• 
/· hort.h of'the C!!SlOm Jim!~<' with ~n iron rn_iflng and pfacing,prope~ d.csks°and tahlt:nyftbii\ · · . : • . 

. :~ It for the accom( mJodntmn of tlic brokers, for the use of which they mlg!1( he charged an . :: · . ·. • 
· -. ; nnmriil.rcnl .. 11.jy s1iggcstion was rcfmcd to the Comihitfoc on City I.;and5, wtu,.not only· , · · '. · 

. . - . . '.· .~ ... ~,.epor~nrit'<tfrably.tip_~n it..hut intro.~Jui~:fd i hil•·p~oliih~tittg .. nll AA~ ii('r:\~r .t~cCus-~~ .~ ·.::: · . 
· . .- ... t.om House n£tcr the first. of July .. l~st. J ~f>poscd the pasmge ... of.lhc Otdl~nD~;.tie~ause I\ ·. ·: "': · · 

· ~ ~ · .. ., . thought if.unca11cd for nnd Jmpohh~. Snl~of 5fnve5 ~honld be conducted 1h the mmt open· . :- : · . 

I 
'. •. 

, ~ : . nnd puhli~m~'n~~: 'fhl'y nrc th1.1s alwnyuuhj<'ctro to l~c licn1Uny and Jndgi?i<'nt o(pi1hfic · 
. . oplnion .. whicb mulit'bnvc o tcnd~n~y.to l't'lilrnln nhttliCli which Cttt>iclily and lnlrmrinnfl)" 

. inlgf1t Vl'nlnrl'.trpon ir lillCh mnltc~ W<'rC lrllUliRCl<'d out or 5IRht-ln n com('r-lmt \\•hlch : 
. Ibey dnrc not practice in lhc run view 0£ n hlRh mlnd<'cl conmmnlty. 1£ tlt<'f<' he ohfcdlon~ . . ... ... :.' : . : . .J~~:, -. .. .. . . -.. _;,i . :~. . . . : : .. • . . . . • • :. : .. -'.~ ~ 1: . .: . '.~ . ~·~ .. "":.i..: ~ :..: .. ~: 

... ' , • •~ . Pr.occetling.T, Mnr. 2, 1841 (SP, Mnr.-1. l&-11). · · '_ . · · .· .• • ·. ·.:. •• ! ... . ' · ·- : 

• •. 14 Proceettlng.T, Jan. 31, 1842 (Sr; l-' t.h. 2. 1842): ·. ~ · · · · · · ·.. .. ·• . 
' ·.:;, ·~· Prn/cctflng.,, Nov, 9R; 184~ (CDC, No~. :Jri. l~IR); Drc.'29, 1848 (CQC,)nn_. I, IA-HJ): 

nnd Jnn. 2. 1849 (CDC, Jnn. :J, 18-ID). . · • . . _ . • , ._ 
"Prnct!ct{lnit.,, l~dJ..!~. IHOO (CDC, Ft'l1. 7, 1856) niul Apr. 15, 1856 (CDC, Al"· '2·1, 

1850). . . ·, • . : . • ; . . . . . . ,: . .•.• .. 
. , .· . . ~· .· .. . 
. . .. . . . . . . .. . i ..... : ... . "-A .. 
t.~-.:,.~:...·~-~ .:.,:'f-... ~-:~~-,.·~-. . :, J. . ~ .. .. <· '· ._ ... :-,.. ·-·:·:::. 

'4 

f"·: . .-: .. .. ::. ... _ _ ·_:_· _,_: .. ~_ . : ... .......... ~ '\ ..... . 
. .. . . . 

: .. ~ . .. ~ .• . ,. , .. , . .. c.l •. ~ .,, ~· . ... .. 

,' I 

.i 

I• ... 

. ~ . . 
. ·• 

.. . : . 
. ... ·.· 

... .. f 

.. ' 



" .. I' . 
ny: 
r -

·~t. 
1cr 

ur 
I 

,1 

to 
,-1 

·n- ,, 

•I 

L . 
ill-

. , 
rs; , ..... 

!tS 
1v=·---:---
1i 
!.!--·----

ICC 

hin 

r. . .. 
h ...... 

:c I 

1i. ... 
ich ., ... 

I! 

2·1, 
,• ,, 

.· 
'.f . .. • I •• • . 

CllARLESTON, SOUTll CAROLINA . , . . . . 

• ' ··.·· 
. . 

: . · 143 • 
' • ~ ·"' ' • ~ , • ' ' ' I 

to lhe hli>ckin1t.111> orohstrnctlngi'>f F.nst-Bay Street, ns.ls nlle~rtl; in consc1111rncl' of these 
n11ction.~1lcs" . •. thrn let mi shehv in a manner not to he mistnk(ln, that Count'il in this 
whole mntter, !ms.been llCtuatecl.'not ns lt:H hl'cn iridmtrim~sly circ:ulatcd, hut withmlt, I' .. 
nm sure, tll'e lcnst fonndntion, hy an.mawkish nnd false sl'nthnent'ns lp the. J>nhlicity of. 
slav'e snlcs. 1- recommend, therl'fore, that the Gily Sqi1are he n.llowed the Brokers for the 

- sale of nrgrocs nnd all.<ithcr property which they hnvc hithi.•rto hel•n in the Im.hit of sl'lling 
·Norih of the .c11~tom fl(msc. 17 • 

, , .. 
--·~-~he mayor WM 'd~foated -ngafn;·for'in· thc fntcrircnfng-pcriod ·n:irn\vn11Ct--_...._ __ 

. steadily morc .\,tiliz~d facility had com~ into existence. . . . . .. 
.. . Amonp; the brokers.petitioning for these.several cl1tlnges was Tho~as, 
.iRy~n. who· as one of the commis~ioncrs of the Work House, \Vas able to 

• ohscrvc its risingsncccss a!'i n slave market. In fact, just before this opera-. 
· tion began, Ryan had petitionc·cl and been granted'im al!ctioncer~s com­
~mission, a licpnsc to :ict as a broker in the sale of all types of property, 
inclucling-.or;lnvcs:1" Small wonder that his name appears on the petitions 
of 1842and1.848; The orpinancc cif April 15. 185Q, prohibiting sales at th<: 
northwest cor·ner of th · s c inn in that July .I. gave impe-
us o . yan to open his 'mart.on that date. . · · ·. 
'This brin~ us hack to the question of 6 Chalmers Street. Those con­

nt>ctccl with the Old Slave Mnrt"Muscmn have loi1g maintnint>cl that it is 
·Hyan',or; Mart, as Clid Frederic Bancroft in his Slave Timli;rf:{ in Ilic Old 
South: · · 

As l'nrly as July; 1856, Thomas Hya11 & Son hnd both a snlesromnwhich Wi\S cfcscrihed ns 
"The Auction Mnrt in ChnlmC.rs·strcct, nt•xt to th<'Germnn Engin<' I lnme"-nl.m a "lot" or 
"yard.'' immcdintNy in the renrof it. They were convenient arid soon met with lhe g<'ncral. 

' . 

.. 

... 

.. 

. . 

favor. Rrfor(' the end of the ·~n[tjps" virtually nll 1mhfic sales or n('grril'S, ('XCC'pt some hy 
:.., __ .. -..legal proccss,.wcrc.hCld at.whai.\,•as.variously.c:all(ld.:Jtyan'i;.Mart,::'..'thl•Mnrt in Chnlmers-·-----· 

~trl'et,": nnd finally '"The Sla\'e Mnrt. " It • · 

----' ..... B,sinf;~Ifoncrofrnrnrrnuthuritntivc scmr.cc, m1dwitlm:ilf:mcc upon Rym'(: ,. 
. · 1553·CJccd to tile property, the present owners of the Ml1semn offered· 

the .following description of the ht1ilding and its !'iurrounclings in their · , 
application to. the· United S.tates Department ofJntcrior for N!1tionnl 

4 

Register.status: . ·· · i .. 
. ~ . . . 

EXTEIUOH: Built hyThotpa~ Rynn 'and ilis (;arln<'r, J1mid Mnr~h. ih<' sinv~ ~lnrt lms R 

· ilt\1ccocd foc:\dc \Villroclngonnl 1jiJlnrs nfcit!lt'(~uf~ ln-Sfnbc/T-nirlii11{ f11 tlrc:Qf!l ~~r1tl1.~ ·, 
Frederic Rancroft describes the hnllding AS "44 by 2.() r<'<'I (with n) 22hy18 fool yar<,I in Iii<' •• 

. ri.-nr. The (:(cncle rcscmhl<'S nothing.Sl'l'n dsewhM"t'. On't•illfl•r ~idc Is nn octngonnfpilln"r 
· more tlmn hven1y· fol't higl1, w'ilh n -~racclul nrch hclwCt'TI rl1<'m. The l'\fort, n slil<'srQom 
with n 2lJ fnfll ceiling, was light and nlry, for th<' $1li1Ct' hc'.'lo\\~ th<' nrdrn·ns oprri, so thnt lh<' 
nni:tion t;1hlr, nhonl ten fc'<-t ion!( nnd ihn•e f<'t'i hi~l1, might hr t>lnc.-d kn~lhwi!'li<: m.•nr ii 
nm! allow room for thl' spcctnfors lo 11ass in nrid out 1ind stnnd <'llhl-r inside o( th'<' l>tiitding 
or in Ilic street, nccording 'to the WC'11tl1cr." Thl' slnccol'd fncnd(' or thr Shn·(' l'\lnrl is In·· 
cl1anitcd.·AJ1t•r: iionJ includ<' t~xtcn~ion or ihc rrnrof lh~ hnildin, nbC,1112.2 r<'~t ·1n 1 n" .,~ - •. 
(937 00( <' r • W i ~' w· "rt r I I<' owl IC'Or • 
na roof, 11ml the! Iii<' mor rt•placed will1 R tin roof. Followin~ the• \\':tr llC'IW<'t'll the• 

•· . 
n l'r1w1T1liri1!s, Dre·. 2:\, IR."ill (Cl>~:. D1•1·. 27. IH!>!I) . 
•~ l'mt:1•1•11/iiw:. Fc·h., 2, lk-IO ( CIJ(;, .Mar.:\, IR-10). · 

rfi!I• l~ri;dc•ric Hnncmrt; Slnvc. Tnrdlnl! t~i.tl1~· Oltl S1mtl1 (Hnlrlmon•', m.11): \l."tlft 

. ~" " 

.. 

( 
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. St11tc~. the·bu.ildirig was used as a tenement house .11"d about 19~iwai converted into nn . ·· 
.. • <automobile.salclsroom. Old Sl:lvl' Matt Museum was established fn 1937.·. . •• . ·: - • • . .. . . .., . ·.· . . . . ·. . ·.· . . . .. . · . . . . . 

":".· . f. -.. 

w • SURROUNDINC: · .T~e Old Slave·M:rrt, 8 Chalmers Street, is located \Yithln Chnrle~·. · . . : ; 
.. t~n's Historic Distri~I. ChaTmers_Slrecl is_~avcd.witlrcohb}estoncs and-hos hlucflo~.t?ne .. · - · i. ·. 
. stdcwalks. To.the wcst-of..thc.~lave Mart.L~·lhe Cenqan Fire Engine Company.bmldmg,~\--'-'-
~ constructed iri.1851. Brake.rs' orfices once o~cupied the surrounding huildingll. . . ':· M_art ·, ' · 

~ ·orjginaUy:inclu.ded two additioriol lots :md three add ii imfatbufldlng.~; o jail or '.'Bar~coon" .' . .- . 
: . to house slaves ptior to sitlc·, ii kitchen, and a morguc.,Th_e h?ck two lots were.cut o(f in 1875 · ~ · . 

____ and lhe jail, kitchl'n;·and morgue were demolished in lhc 20tb c:cnlnry. A parking lot ill now : .. • ·--·--. 

. ~lcic~tctl to t~~ rca~ of _1hc .~~·~~i1m.18 ::t .. · ·: , . · · : . : . , . . '. .· . ·: ~ ;:.~.:.:'_; 
. ·Despite the application's acet!ptancc by local, state, ariq federal offi-: oJ. 

. dills, a thorough invcstigatiori ot tl1c evidence h;ts reycalccfo, n11mhcr of. . 
·significant d.iscr~pancies aod,:the interesting history of a _buildin(9-pas-. 
·sage:· througl1 time. Antcbelltim-Charleston ne~~pap(!rs'incluclcd ·no-. · 

· .~r' • ~incrous plac"e names·on Chiilmcrs Street connected with Ryan's Mart-· 
· ·· :"opposite Ryan.'s Mart~" "at the Auction Mart~ in Chalmers-Street," "in·. 

.. , . . . I . t.,Ryan & Son's yard, Chalmers.Strcet,'' ' 'nt R
0

yan's ya~d~ Cha'lme'rsast:''21 - .. 

. . ·. " ... . ·: In fact not until ('arl 9 when the nam . a cars f ·o . the ... ; 
_,_ . ....;:_.: ______ :~~ apvcrtisements: is a singe· ocalc:i-''at the Mart, in Chalmers Sti'eet"22__; 

. · · . ·used:..,· ...... ~ ... ~. \ ..... #· . .. .. : • • : • ' •• • ·.:· • • • • • .. • 

. · · ·. ·• Clctarly somctliin~ more (or possibly· Jessi) than a building was sitnat- .. 
· · · ~ · · ed at 6 Ghalmers in the,fir~t years after the-April 18.56 ordinance. A check 

:of.th~:d853 . Rynn ciecd,'surprisingJy ~nough, revealed nd·mention of a ·' 

~ .. 

· .bu~lding cn'l.the proper'ty; This touched off.an extensiye search through . 
Cl:iarlcston' CC?un.ty deeds and tax records, city directories and guide- . 
hooks, a_n.d in the newspapers of.the p~riml. All that was certain \vas that 
something had taken place at the nddrcs,,'>, that it may hnve been con­
nected \v1tfi slave trndmg, andlliaf:lhe"i>oss11>lc error of1'ffitn~lml'"nt~· ..-_,,.......:.;... 
-rriay.,hftve misl~d those wffo followed his lead. What was the origin of the .. . 

· museum building? Was it Ryan's Mart, of a marfof a:Oiffercnf origin, pr·-.·-.· .··:. 
~ b~tilding constnictcd (or an. entirely ~liffcrcnt -purpose? And· for J1ow 
.Jong was Ryarrn part of the ·sc~ne? - . . · . . . . . , · '. . .• 

The c'rlrliest deed found for the property dates to·Marci1 10: 1814, 
~.. . . rccordin t csn e t c c1rs·o cremm ar to· • i7.abcthSwcency, 

· ·_ or 500 · f "aU that o+ iccc ari pare .] · Lane in me .a cKcon-~ 'i·· -
.·., tninin ·io ion£ on sai' "a c metech cct nil in.' e t 1 in· .icven:. i...· «'-"" 

feet ·arid. is· uttirig and botm m . to t 1c • nst on Lan · R s t i . 
t . on sa1 .n ey tot c west· on lane o Edw. 'Trc~cot a orth on 

lands of Abra an as rtas. n m mcrs'. trcct \Vns, at this time, little 
·• " . . . • , , / . . i __ . ,. . , ... 

·: 2o· Applicntion snhmitl<•<I May 2, 1975. · ~: · · .· · • .• · •·· · · · · · • .. . 
. '· • II C_DC,J1111~'29, IR50;.A1"1g:·21. IR56: Sc111. 30, IR.'"Mi; Ol't. 22, lfi>fl;"Oct 2.'J; 18.56iot'1 . .2.'l;0

' ·~-'": ·~· :.'.-'· 

18.56. ~ . . • ·:..... . . • .. 
.... 

... 
~t CDC, l"t·h .. 21. IR!>!J.,. .. • . . . . 
.11 Clmrlt~lnn Cnun'tr. n<·~lstrr P.·l1•sm• Cm1vc•)'llllCI'. D1•1•d nni1k Cl1t•rt;1if1<•r n•rt•rn•d lct M 

• . . ~ HM~) .J~. l'I'· lfY.'r-fXI •. Wt• cnn hl' ct•rtilin of tl11• npplknhllltr ~,r thl~ 11i1<f nli ~nh~<·qurnt 
___ ·tJc<.•ckh<.•cn!ISC ar Ill<' plnL.dlnwnslnns (llw 111111roxi111111<• 1ll<'llllllrc·11u•nl nf ID ft•<•I . front in~ . 

· • . on Chnlm<'rs_Scrr<•t has uni vlirlc•d !lnhst11nllnlly 1111.111llw11rc•!1t•11t) nnd thc• 11rnp1•r1r ow~u~r-

I 
... ... ....... ,._ . .. "' 
.. , ... • . ··- : . ..i. :.: . .. 
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, """: . .. • . 

, ... 
. ~ . ·' 

.. • . • ·. . .. ··.. . . . .. ,.r .... 
'·- . . shi1Js nf thnsl' pints htmmlin~ Hi th(' north, ,,.~,.r. nml ('m:I. This nt·~('sdlnh.,~ l'Olll(Jl<'tl' <1nn• . 

··. · · · ·. t11tion ·ur the· rdl'vnnt iiorlion or ·('il<.-11 ch·C'd "" will hl' dl'monstrntC'Cl. tl1rn111thcmt th<' · . . 
. , .- · · ··. . nltirntivc. · · · . _· · · · , · · . . ·· •. ~: .. -. .... . , . .:. ·. : · . · ' · , · 
~- ·-:. ·-" · ~·" ··;:_c · 14 Chnrl~·s Fr:1°~t~: n;.;.;;,l~r:r;,~.,;·;,jcf,~~j~~~m; (Chnrl;~tc;;~~ 1ff.54">, p. l IR. ~ 1• . :- .,:. · :: • ·: - ~ . . .. .. . ~ 

.. • ·, ' . . • . .. . - • . • • .... . . .... • ': • •'f\ ~ •• • • " • 
. · t.~ nMC, _A·9, pp. ·4lJ-J2 . .. .- . , . . • • ,. "' . 

. r .. 
"'~u nMc. Q-9. 1>11. sfil2. . . . .. : =· • · · 

n nMC, U-9, 1)1,. 3~-:-2.'3',: . - ."., . ._,.' • ;:·.'' . : . . 
~ nMC. I 1-10, 11p:-I0.1-1.:1'hls hrlc•f ~np In if1r rt'rorcl, llll wrll ns (ml' W(' "'ill ('Ollfrnnl . 

shortly, forlhc•r fll'C<'llllllnh:s lht• tis'r or lhc• dc•li('ripliVl' t>UllllllJt<' From ('ndt d('c•d, If l'lli11inu~ 
ity i~ ·~c!_~><' .. !lmmnsltitfc!ci. . _ . . ' '. · ·. '. . • :ri '. : :-." :. · 
.• J " ~ • "' .. • ... ~ • • • , • .· ,• : .. 

~- : , .. . ··:-
• ~ f ,, 

. " 
• ... . t .; . . •. . • . • : - ~ • - ~ . . ... : • • ' . ·.~ . . • • ~~· . : • '• ' • .... .... •• ~ 

;.~iC.~:~f;:"-::(:=:+y-': : .. ' ·· ·-.:;··;~·::~ :~~:~'· ,- •, -·-~-,~_,_~\·~~-~~ .. · ·•. ~.-~w~ · ~,-.;.,' ~ _,,'~ •• 

t •• · • • ' I t . , '. .· . . ... · . . .. ' 



. . . .. . . . ..... . .. ~ '. · .. ~.~~. . .. . . . . . .. 
•' .... . ...... ; ... 

. .. ::·;< ·.-! i· .. :·. ~-~ ... ~ .. : ... ;' .. . _·· .. , . .: ·. . : . :-:.-~ ..... : .... :.·· ·. _': ...-~·;.; ·."f .. :_: :~· ... .-{'.", .... ;_. 
~:_ ;;: > -:· .'- '. 146: .: . . · . . ::: · 'j · {: . c1v1L YI i.n 1iisTo"v : . · . ; .. . '. · · · · ',·"'·~-··· ··'.· 

... , ' . :..: ~ . . . . .. . . : . .. : . . . . . . . . . . . . . : . . . . . . . . . . . . ~. . ' .. : . . :·· . . . ~ :,. . . ;: .. : 
.:•, ·:. ·. :" . Lands :·c,f A~ ·Sasportas to ·the Ea$t. on .lands 9f It° Thwing:''211 lta 1853, 1 -:; :---. • 

~:·; ~-·,'.· ::_: · ·.· ... ·Thomas Malorie sold 6 Chaitners·Sfreettc>' anies Mars cand Thomas·.~:··" ·;: 
·,~· ·,-_ .. ..... ~. · an · oran nex 1ca e: oss,·ricttin on" .Thus, .onMa · 0,18.53, .. 1 .. ,\\\ 0

:· 

,,_ . ..... : ... : . · ·: .. •. _ran _an_ . nrs too. ht e~ .t~a t. at-.L'ot.ofLand·situate. yingah · ... e~~g _(~ .. \\":' 
"·· ./ ... ~ · · · ·._ m Chalmers.Strect _m .the said C1tr. of Charleston and state aforesaid, ._?;,. · .' .-. : 
.~ / ~-:~. ·: .... :-.-: con~airiirig i11 f ronf ori s~i,sl s~1;eet: nineteen' fe~t !~~~hes. ·~~~ _in ~ depth . .~ :. .. ~ . 
. • : I ftom-Soutl,40-Norr}rN.~necy"seven-fect:-:-Butung ana Bo':lndmgfo·t e. . . ; 
~ .... <··: ~: : So~th. o_n ·chalnfo~~ ·~treet' ~f~r~~id;· ~?· the1 West .on. L~nds «>f 1-re·n·i:~ ."·. · ./ ' .. :. 
~.1 .- • · .~ • • Trescot, to the North on Jonds of A •. Sasportas nnd to the.East ori lands ·" , . · •.•,". . • , ,• . 'f . I f E h' J •'3o 1 , • f , . ~ "" 1 

• • " • ' • - • . ·: . .,,. ·. .. .. :no\.\•·or ormer y o . T wing. ..~. " . . · ·;... . . . · . ' " 
. .:....::;~:-;:, .. : ::.,..:. :.: . One cia rior t. this·:: urchas R an nncl Mnr5h acquitC'<J.thc adjoin· _ _,_:~~~ 

.. . • . . . "1ng ro ert . to the north . ·u.um . to ether a sin c 10 m s mpe • . . . . 
. . . . . ~. '... . runn. row Cbalni'ers Street through to Queen Street wjtb t c fommg '; . " : '. 
: ~tr . . : : ·of the ~WO as R sfriglf:''li_n.it. !fl~ )and to th~ n.o.rt~ 'of 6 ~halmers, hei~ by·· ... >' .. ~· · 

... . \ 

· . , Abraham Sasporta!\, and' conveyed by fos trustee, Jacob d~ · la Motta, . :.. .. · .. . · " .. :. 1 

· · '. consistetf oP'tilh~ot of land witb a large double brick tcnemenf_'ltrad . " "· . · ; 
. . othe~.build~ngs tl}ere9n, composed of .t\y~ lots now·or·formerJy ·k_np~vl_l .-· . • . -.. ~ ·: 
· ·by the Nos . .13 and 15 [this numbering cha'nged after. the 1886' enrth·· . · · ". · · 
.·) · quakcJ.mi.'tHc .South· sidd of 1Qucen Street in th~ City -of .Chadeston; . · ~ .-~· 

'. ". : mca_~urirtg29,fcct8 inchcs.<>.n Quccri Strc~t.nncl 172 feet iri depth more or· : ...... .._:, .- · . 
. · . .Jess.''31''.Th~: building acfluircd (rom Snsporta~ .Iias been ·iclentified py .. ·· . ":_ 

· · ·. >Bancroft.and others as tfie'jail or.·~n·arracoon".(PiJrh1gucse for the slav· · .. :. • · 
. ers' hold.ing area on the w~st ~oast of Africa)., the .place.where slaves. . .'.;'. 

• ~ 1 ·· wqte kei>.t.pridr t~-their iaJe'in· R.yan'~ Mart"2tt'6 Chalmers S.treet: · · . . . · 
, o , - ~S ~C hay.e.iil~foated abo~e, sl.a.~e sales a~p~ar to hnv~ ttikc:n pl~ce in " · . I . 

~----· -=a::..t l:;,:Efu~s~"'"'-".:do~at.iaDs..on.the.comb1ne'll..propor-tyr.the-!!yard7,or-!!lo~n.. a--'.--:---"~ 
. . tlie "Sales Rooins," In ·fact, auctions· were held at the same time at' both ·• 

· : .· " " .' · . · Rr.an~~LOCnn~ in-the~:snles1looms~~Even·Juirder to-expiain,:at-frrs ·, .. .' . . .. · 
. : .. . 1 • . .. . -.; .. ~· was the 'eiiriiest advertisement of an auction C< 0 «>sit I . . rl .o • . 

· · · · . · .'. · .:J tine 29, 1856, ~While nq starid;ar . term .was used before F cl;iruary 1859,. . 
. . .... . · . . ffie -~o~k ·"mar(. d~es ,appear to have ~een. u_sed more f(eq~~ntly than . .. . . 

. any other .hY. the .end. of the first ye~r of operation. ·Ryari ~ims·Qlf seems to . · · . · . · 
. . . . .. . · ~a:Ve,a.,doptcd 'it by January-1857, referring to·nn auction he was to hoJd . : · 
~- .~ ~ ~ : ~· ~)f.Q~r~~~!~ in C~~l~ers_S:t~~.~!: :i..'-~h~~ .. P~~~!ri~ ca~~~as£.!i~~-t.o ~i:c;·; · : ; ... ~. : · . 

. · .. · : ·· " .• ~erm .mhrt 'P. W,as tt.a"'bmldmg o-.: tne.name1\Pphed t~ an'flnti_re;nt\~t.ion ~._: · .~· _~ ... 
'· ·: .: . : . :· ·.: <Jomplex.cbnsisting·of buildings nnd. lots? Was it' several plAce('Whcrc• • . .. 
~-~·. . numetous:sale$ could ta~'e pia~c ·simult~neously? 'in" sum,· whRt was . " 

. >' : ~yf~td~:a~ex~~-i~~d -[h~~f~r:;ho~~~bu~ldi~gat6Ch~lm~r~St~~ct~s· .:'. "·. ·. ·.·. 
>of.18lJ.1;'"An. Original Map of the City of .Chnrle~ton,'~ drawn 1852~ nlso ... : ~-.; . . ::' · 

:· '• ;...., • • .. • • • ' ; • • • ' I :• • • ~ ' • e .. • . • . ' ~ • • •'~ • •h . -:,;~•1' ~.J.'jl ~ ·....:. :·-=~ ,.., • ' 
: 29· RMC, T ~IO; 1'1'; 402-:J. r ·, · • · ' 

·- . 11o·n~1C,· A-13,i,. R9 . . : ·". ·: . , . ,•. " 
.• 

- • •:11 RMC. Y~12, ,,,, .. sr>R-00. -· • · . • ·, ... 
• .. ~ - . .. - ·" .. ~1 CDC, J;mt• 29, IR.'">6.. . ,' .' ' 
" .' . . . · ·: !\'I cpC.,Jnn. M,.1857. . ' . . . . . 

... ·.· . : . .. 
" . . . . --. . ·~ · .. 

•ol, • ,'' o I o • ' o "' .. ·. 

··--~;'..._..~:- .. ~~--· .... . : ~.~.:--::-.:"_..:.~-
; . . .. . . . . 
~ • .• ... '\ ..,... . ..... ,. '\"9 •• '""'·'" ,,. ..., .. .. .. " 

. • ' ,.• -4.° ·:~·,: : 4 



\~{.if?'.;~·': .. ·, . ·~;.~LL~~:Lu+,;t~nriL•N:'- :/ ~: 1~~ ;,,; _ ,• :' .. 
",:: · :;·." . . , . . ,. '"' .··j· .. ·r.... · . ..... · . .. .. .. ·.. . . . ·.•·: .: · . . ·~ : •· ·. .• ·' t.f·. ·.- . .. •; 

• '. ·· .. ··.·~-~ irid_i~nte~·~ vae·ant lot.3.~ The'(_a~ Auditors· Ward ·B.ook for ~859 lis\s "t./' '.. ' · · . . •. 
} "< .. · · ,.,_or lot, to Qucen·-Sfreeffor Ryan~s. property on Chalmers Strect.3S'-AnCI. ~ • .. 

._· . . · .'. ._:. '1 'i(inally, R a . Mar h's deed of· s~-Ie to z.:· B.:Oakes· on ·Februar ··1. , .. • . •·. · 
· ·.; · ·· .· ~. ·. : 1859,.gives a .confirmin . sicnl descri fion o the. ro rt . For· the . 

1 . \ • ·.· ·.sum .• ; akes p.urcJtascd :: · ·· · : :· :· ·. · · · . · · :· ~ • 

•. ' :nu thes~~wd. L~t~\'>ie~es o;.,,a~c~is of Ln~d ~~-rcinnfter d~~~rih<'d to Wit, '!II th~t Lo~ ~i ·. . . ~-· ' . ". . .. 
· :· · L'lnd with.n lnrg~ dmiliTCllrlcl< lenem<'nt nJl<HJrick Ki,chen Bouse, compo!'icd qt I wo · 

· ' · · ·~'Lots now. or.formerly Tcnowrl by the Numbcn Thlrl<'<'n and _Fifteen _on the Sonth siClc of 
.. 

· ' . ""' ·Queen Street in sni.d City, o( Chn.rlestol), Mt-asuring each.Twenty Nine If et't Eightlnches · . , 
· -:~on Queen Street, nncf One lf unclr'ed and Seventy Four Feet in tlcpth from North. to South, · . _ 

. ·. nnd Bi1tting nntl Bounding t0J.t(llht"r, to .the North on Qiit'en"Shect, to the Soutli on Lancl's· · .. • : / 
.. . now or forrri<'rly ·or the Germnn Fire ct.inpnny, F.. Thwlng Rod n fot ofl;nritfhcr~liln£tt'r · ' . 
. i . described, to the \~I 0nl.:iin<l .now or rclrriicrly ofEstatl'iOlum:an<llleiiryCOJ>lns;and - .. - . . . .... · · t~: l~e Enst hy J.nnds .. ·. . · n!so 1111 tllilf,other L~~ of Land ildjolning th~.above de~- ·· · ·: · ~ ·. · ."--:·· 

.. · . crthed Lot-to tlic South nnd FrontmR on Chalmcn Street In i1nld City of Charlcsjon; meas- , . . ·. .· 
.. · · ~ ·· urlng.on <;:hn.lmerB s.~~cct;Ninctccin .Fc:ct, Six l~thM,··hrid. in depth from North to So~tth,• . :·. : . . . . 

. ~· · ·~Sixty Nine l'"cetSlx Inch~ more orless. Ruttingilnd Boun(llngto·thc f'llorth on the Jot above . : .'.- ·, · · ". •· . 
· .:-:-: .. '. . -~mentioned, t"o the Eitst OI\ Land; no~ of:tormcrly ·:,r E: Tliwing; nnr,l•to' tbe West on land · · · . A , • • • • 

'. · •. ;r · no\v or.the Cermnn Firc.Compnny.38. : · .. 4 ._. • :. . . . . • ~. - . . ". · - • . .. · ' · _ 
,__ ·'· .... i ,; . . • . .. . . . . . . .' . 

j .. ~u. ~viden2c l?.ointed to only n surmisable sohitiorrwhcrt tire j ariunry ! • ~ . . 

. .25, 1859~ advertisemtint announcing' Ryan's. desir~ fo sell his pr9perty. · . · . .. . 
... ' wns fotmd to rcµd. a~ foilow~: .. · ·, ' .·· . ' . .. .. . ' .. , ' ' ·· 

· .1 ;· .. • . ,. . . ./. I ; ~ _.. 

/ · {:argc Briel< ·Building and Lot • ' 
. ! · . . . . · . BY.THOMAS RYAN & .SON"' ·· 

Will he sold on Thiirsd11y n_cxt, 27lli'in~t .. at. the : · ' ·· 
' .. North ~idC-of.thc EXchitrl1t(.', at~ d'clock, • · . 1 • •• ~ ...... _ 

. . . That LARGE ·FOUR STORY BRICK BUlLDING and LOT sih111tcd on fhe . · · , 

.• 

. .. .Sot\th-i1idc o(Qucei1-st, opposite Philndclphfa Stret't, and known- : .,. . 
____ ....._ __ ~.rimi.LMlULJ:Jic.I,.atlias n l:irQ:cb.an~tn:ct. nn ·,· 

. .- __ -· ·. · ~cnds:to £halmerBlrcct. There k nl~o on the Lot a large . 
:. . ~ : : .·. · • ·. · T,~o·Sto..Y. B.riclc Kit~hcn.:IJ· · · . · .. . . -: ·~- .. . .. · · • - · . 

· · : · _: .Ry~~·s MartW"~~ not a b1iildi~g at 6 Clralme;s,_ for:n"o s~~h building ~xist·:. :-l > .• .. 
. '.. . '. cd at thi~ date; ·rather~ it was the building which also 'contained the j:;til,J' ··: ·'".;.: . . 

. . · .. : I .the f.01:1r.·story."pri~on••:s.o v~vi~ly describ¢d by'GofAn. As~n clouble fpur'.;· ~_. I 
.: .:.: . . . '. ~tory tenc~enti t_h~rl! wns ninpfo room f~ fim1se, display,.nn'd sclhlny~ - c_J • 

. · ~.< : .. ~ -· t~at is, to inc?~P.~~t~ ~o't~ .th? 8~~rac~~l1 (Coff~!1:~. "p_risoi() ,ands~ / - ... ·<· _ · .. . . , 
~ ~ · .: _; _~~ .. roo~:;~~oft'i~ 5: ·~_ro~~.~~ ~ <?ff,~~~~;l w1t~i~.~~~c ~~~uf~~15~l' At•~~,9,Q · .. :..:. t. :..:-~ .. ~ 
· aclvcrfiscd at the· yarcl nti.d· lot-. uncloubtcdly took place c1thcr.1n _tfh! ::-:: .- · #, · .-~. • 

: . . . courtyard. of.the-."SMportmt property. ( cont·ainlng the kitchen building.'· ·· .• · .. : . · 
: :: .- ... : ·· 11rtd the "smait room ncljoini"pg the half, .. ~offfo's dcscriptiori, pr.ohably ~ .. ·, . ' .· . 
.. ·.:. · ~ · . ·' ideritic:\I with thcbuiltling later idcntif.icd as n mortuary) to tiic rdar of · • · .' . ; .-· · ... :. :· 

• : •• ~'· - • • • • •••• • - • • •• • • ·~ . ... • • • • , . . • • ·' • • #' \ -~ / • • • \ • 

~--;.: ;;· ·. ·; _·'· ··;~34.~lnp _to}1l''('611n<!·nt
0 

t.~<' ·~0~1tf~ . C,nr_olini~·:llistoH".11 ScK'i<'t~• mid': thi~ tillt'. .. ~ : ~·; •• · . " : : 
•• • • • 1:1 , .-. ~ ChnrlestorrG011nty, 1 :1l( Amhtor, Wnrcl Rook, I , 1859. . • ·. • · · .. : · .-•·'~!. -: •. ..,.. ..1:>·'.' ·:·'I"·-

: !Iii l\MC, t-13; r>t~.' 2.CJ7~R. i·hl'Sl' ate lh<' ~11rr<"n(cfini'1•nslnns or: tli1· Clinhi~l'r; ~trr~I · ~, ."': ,. ... 
propt'rly; vic,ved nt this 1lolntas a s111,nrnl<' smullt;r 1;urt"l-I o( !:ind thnn it hntl hcl'n in lRS.1 • . :~ 

· ·nnd r>rfor to• lliat'clnt<'. ' · · .' . • . • .. .. • 
. . 31 CDC, Jun~ 2.'l; 1 M9. Thls I~ t•orrn;,im;t~I hy,11111•1 Inn 11nmmn1•1•11wnis min~ '111(' nnm.1• · ~. 

"ltynn·~ Mnrt" thronp:hJnmi11ry IM!>, hut mily,thi~nnm<• "lhl• ~. f nrt In Chnlnwrs Slr<'<~t'' nrlrr• I · ·: 
:· thl!: dull' (from lht' 1m1,rr,~ of .J l111i11111 Lt•l', Sntith Cumlina lli~tork .. 11 Sod1•ty). • · . · ... · 

~· . .. : , . ·• · . f . • • ~ •,·I o.;: /~· : . I ' • " , • .; - ~ . .' : , • . . . ; , . ~ 
:·:· ·-~ :-.::.~ . -~ ... :· ... ~ . . . .,, . ,.. . : . . :. . 7- ---:·- ,-, - . - ... - · - - . .. -· ... : ~ ·_: . . .. . .. ._.!. - · • • -..:..:..;..:.. . -

· ~ .. · -· . . .. . . . 
--'•-··--·_;_-'-.:~~~- ~ ~~.: • ..:...:..._._.,.2 ___ ..... - . _·.._.,,.:..· .• ~:-.;;.~.~---:..-: .... --- ._: __ ~: •.. . - '-.. -. •. ·.:.·_ .. L ... ._:_ _ _ .. .' .. _: .:. . .':: 
. · .• . . •. ; ,., . .......;.; "'"'..S ~ . . . .• '·~· . ·.· • .·• .• • . ' ••• f • • : '• :'" · .... ' · ._ · '~ .•, ••• • •• • ·- - ,. . .. . ~ .. . :. ··.·: .. .. .., .. .- ..... 

. •• . · . • ',1 , , • . • • . •. • . · .. . !!· ..... : :: . .- . · . 
. • • • . ·• . r 

' '... , . . \ .. ......., ... 1-~c ... : ..................... .. : • Ill • 

I JJlt .. ..,. 
.. · ~ . , ..... •, 
' 



r~f/_':'' .,,; .: .. \ ~ ' ?\': -. _- : . . : ;_.: j< r :· • • • . .. • :· ;; • . 
>:,.·'~.·:. :::-.~:~'_: > 118 ·~ .:. '. . · · t1,vlt· W·~~ .. l~ISTbnY '' .·. . '·: . .... . . 
' • • •• ' . :~ '.: • ~'\.: • ••• • • • 

0

1 . .'.~r· · · .. · • ': · . !'.. • • ~ : • • • '. · ·. :. ,' .• • , ~-:. 1. 

· .. /:· . . " · . .-. . · the Queen.Street builgfug;_9.tpl;)ssibJy.,attirrieUn.then~rro~-pa~sag~way . . . . .. 
~'.·;::-;- .:.· .. ;·, . ; )1:~ 6 ·C~1rt1er~ Strcet.·ltw~uld ':lppea~· 1~ss. likely:_.t.Jiat this ~~aller a·rea .. · ~< ... '. i 
· :··· •. •. ·. '. . . would have been used for some of the larger auctions, hnvmg been b~t · , "' " 
'"'._'. ·... : ... · .·_nineteen ~nd one-half feet in width.' Rather~ it probably served more afa I • 

. '·. ". · .. L .. :. -: . · cotrid~r· to tJic. real"·c~trnilce. of the mart btailding and to ·the adjacent·· 
; ·~_-_: -:::- ·. · . '·'· cpur\Yard .. Chalmcrs.Stieet'was only. a few st~ps31way ~r()m Ryan's main . . .. 
· · · · ·· · · ... :bffice-at-',l-2-Stnte:-Street3&;(where~a.-number,:ol-t>thcT,-slavt:Hrnmmction~--~-
. '•. ~~ ;·~ · .•.. . . occurredrand, thus~· a logicai"cntranceway·to tlic"SaJes 'cQmp!cx.(Wh~re. 
~ ·: .:·: · . ~~·:';··other types·· of property were.solcl:'~.~~11): · ... . · . ... · · ·· ·I .~ .. -~-

, : - ~' :: · . ; . '.: . Afwhat pomt;· then;- do we·firid·a .slave mart located at 6 Chalmers:> 
· • ·' : .·. :~.tr~ct? At soJ)'le_ti.ffi.e.:.Q.~(orc_l867, O~kcs·· propcrty was trmisfcrrcd to 

John· 1'.rascr' & Ce.", the Livcrpool-linscd shipping and tradipg concern, 
• • ' ·~=- ·'with T.·o~ ·W.agnc1:)!s its local agent, and to Fraser:Trenholm· &·co., · 

~. ' . . -:'·.. . ·~ith w~ L. Trenholm a~dts resident ~artner. fo 1867, 'the United States· 
~ .:· , ... ·:._:____:.govePriment-presentcd·a:-Biil-of-Gomplnint akainst'Jolm F.rnscr~ ·ct nJ.,··in 
· · " · :: .'the .. U.S. Circuit eour~ for the'i:>istrict M South Carolina, fot reason~" . 

. . unknown, ·tliough prdbably connected. with wartirri~ comrn~e and re-
.:_: I'·:;: ~ .. ·.'. · la.t~d Ufs~es byN.or~hcril interests: A decision harided down;on F ebrvary· 

,'29,.1868~·nssigncd all' propca'ty. held by both companies tO J nm es Robb of 
·· ' · , " ... · , NcwlYork (incl CJiarle~LowQacs o'f Charleston, ns tri.istces tjf:thc.court.. 

- ·:.J· . .': . : ~ : :· ·It then\yas agreed ••that'all suits nowper'iding:. ·. " ~ . shalt be stayed" until · .. 
: -~; ..... _; ' . ·such u:.ieas·the'cou~t.des.igriatcd.:Jri pur~utmcc of th'is nction,.a detailed· ~ . . 
· .: . . : .. " ,; . . -. · dsscription ofall'property was.ina~e.-J;tc~orded in this UsHng wer~ · .- < :· ~;· ·. 

. \ 

, ., 

:. '..;_;.'·;., ; ~ .... . ~11.tb~se t\vo~Lot~ orlnnd wit1athc Building~ thci~~n Sih~~tc Jyfo~ nn<f b~init on ~h~ Sciuth -.: . 
· -. .. · •. ':.- · •. _: \ ·~·SlaC: of Queen Stree.t:_M~a~urfng. on Quce.n.Strccttwcnty nin<' f~ct cight'incJ1cs (29 rt 8 in) , • , . '. · 

-. ': . . each nnd from North to· S ul pth·oruLlu1~rod-and-St-~tr-fytn-h~I (17't . · • 
.. oun . ort on Queen Sticet South on lnndrn( tfic Gc'rmnn Fire Comp.1ny, E. Thwing :. · 

. · ... .. ". Jlnd Lot r~inafter dcscz:ibed West on laiufoow or formerly_ of EslaJr..nl8lumandllc1:1n11:ry¥-'-~--
-~-· -·;0co!Ji:i· irthl Elisto~·:litnd-~-·; . . : . !llim lot adjoining nhrwc to the South fr;onting on · 

: ....... : .. :·. Chalmel-$ Str:cet ·Oti .rili~ Street nl)!Clccrf rect 5'iX inclil'5''(l9 rt 6 in) ~l<'plh N_orth to South 
· · ' . • : •· · · . :·: Sixty nine feef six inches {d9 ft 6 in) Bounding North on nbovr Lot Enst on lnnd now or Jntc ·· 
· .. ! '. · .;; .. · · · _E: Thwing We5t 6n;Lond or'~crmim Fire Comi~~Y ·, . . . .• ·. · . ..~ . · · · · · 

. · • . . . .. Vnlucd aic per Schedule. • J. · • · .. r $1&,000.~ 

f~i ·:_~ ·~.~: ~i~an~~Jn i·~y3 · t · · . ur~ ~icd that the .ro c~t \V~~:~?·.bc'~~!~nt -~t1~- .. . '. :. . 
,...,; ~ .... , ~ ;_, tion· 1 s.to-.-be,rece1t-'cd the Refcfudl.tmdcr·~&l•tlnhl ti : rst a b _ , ~ ~ . 
~· t> -.. .'. · · .. · . tine 18 3/. So m'i.1ch pro·pcrty. was bcin acec on t e bJock-.th'nHhe· · · : -:~ · · 
- : .~· ...... : . :: ; ·: ovemmcn . . . ·. . ( 7. 11 •. a . c. book et de.scribin the . . t . . 

. : . · , • · a p o.f V~lunblc Beal E,~!a~c." Th,c cmt.rt's dcscripti?n of thg propcrtf," _ 
.-. :· -, . . : · ·as ,given a6oyc. was repcatcc1:10 ; -. . ; .. · · •·•.. • · • . . 

"..:..:-· .. :.~ . ' : : It was.at°this pofoftliatlhe t~o prcvi<n·zs)y scpntntc J>r'Opcrtics were . 
~7.;r-:- <:,·-;-;: :- _-_-.:·~-- · ... :··-.· .,;:, .. . : •:. - . " ·:. , .· • • . :·:·.' · ... ·.:;_ ... ,. ~ .... .;.:...r.i'.",",:'~·.-:; ·~' 

. . ~ .: ":~ '. .·;: ti;' M('nn~ nt1d 1;r11nh1;ll, Ci1d;lr.tttm DircclonJ . : . . "/lm9.(q;nrit~t~~: JSs9), I'· 183.111<' · 
. "... . h1iilding_ is extant, n~ nrc n l1:mdful or (itht•rs \\•hl'rl' ii ('nil hr dt•num~lratrd thnt ;1n\·~ \\'('f(' 

~old on nn occnsionnl h1i~i!I. " . . . ·' .. . 
:tt.'llMC, ~-IS,"'~: I~ IO: . . ~ · . .. ~ · · ' ·. 

' • • • . ; 40 • • '11 • Cn./Snlr. n Vnl11n.l1lr. itr~I f;,,tatr/T.bt nrul iJ,·:... · .. 
, .. . scrl ''"" 0 Pro' JCrll ~hnr eston 1873 ) ), .. ••· .. ... n • 

. . 
" ••• • f • • • · .. . ~ .. -.. .. • . . ' . ·' . ·.. . . ... . "; 

;*' .~ i ~t-;,..,:'c:: t~~~ ; · : . .;i ·:·~; .~:-:-'~~ ~( :. ·· ~-- :: ' .;~ :~: .. -;:,~~,:;: · . 
. ·. ;.-..-~ . · •' . . 

.. 

· . . 

·. . 

.. 

,.; 

•• I 

,!·.--. 
' . - .. · · .. 

. t : .. 
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·• •• ; . .. . ~ '· 

.. . . 
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' ... 
. 1 CllARLESTbN;·soUTll CAROLINA . . . 149· ·--'-''--'----.,.--'-' ---=-... . . :.._ ~c..!·_:·:__:___~ _ __.._ ___ _._ __ ,__.__ __ _, 

· I . . . again s°Cpar~tcd · .ns Chartcs L . .Carrin to~·s: utchase o a ·cfoilmcrs be- ·• : . . . 
· · cairie final on Fe i"tlary , . •or 400 he ac uire ,- . : · . · ?\._ . 

.... . 'AllJhc ·Lot piece ~r pnrc.·ci of Lnnd .llit;1~I<', l~·ii1g·n~1d b<'ing on .1l1c no~th sid~ ·ofCl1nhncrs ·.. · . . . · ".·: 
. S!rC"Ct in tl1c City of Cbntl<'ston nnd Stnte nfon•snid measuring and contninin~ if} front on . • , ·· · 
· saidStrcet.nim.·~ccn feet :;ix fnchell (19 rr 6 In) nmtindc1>thSixty nine fol't !:ix inches (69 ft 6 .. 

· .~: In) hi! the ~aid i'.liinl-ri~ions morl' or less-Jlullinjf and llounCJin~ to the North on lond fpr\ 
.,__--~-·merly·of ·th"·snid:Estate of ·Joltn-Frnsfr &- Co hnt'l:ttdy·sold to . . . .. . South·tn'.;-· _._-,-. ........,_ __ 

· · · Chahriers Strcet·nfor~said Enst on land now rir la tr of E. 'rhwing; and \Yest on land of .the " 
·• Gcnmm Fire·E.11ginc CompnJ:i)•.41 , • .. · • • 1 1 : . .. . ··. .. .. .. .. . .. . ... , 

Den is. O~Ncm sinii cc uirC'd th<• rc·mai1iclcr of the com lex for · 
_3,285: . . . . . . . . 

..... All tho:;h~·o lo.ts of ia1id ~,.;th 1;11iltii~~s llij•~coi1«fcmr .5lor)' l>ric~ h~usl') ~ih·~~t~ nm.i lying 
nnd being oil th<.' South sid,i- or Q~·n Sth•el nwn~urin~ Oil QU<'<.'n Stn•l't fifty nlne(('ef four 

.. incli<.'5 and from North to SoutH in depth ont' hundred and 5cventy four feet nounding • 
. ·North Qn Qi1em Street, Soull1 on ·land!i of the ecrm:in Fire Company, E. Thwing.,11nd .. 

Chnrlt-s L. C1mington, Wes'! .on lnnd~ no\\• (1rformcrly of tl1t- Estate~ of nlnm 1i'nd Henry . 
Cohfo nntl En st on ·1:t1Rll1f. . . .. 41 · . ' · · 

• . . . . . . . . . . • I . . ' . . . . 
In a.rrmltipnrty suit invdl.ving Carrington in 1877, Dennis O'Neill pur­

chased the. Chalmers Street pro1>'crty· urcleiecl sold by the Charlcstdn,. 
· 'Coun~y C~urt of. Corqmon Plca_s, there hf reuniting the complex for tlie .. · ·' 
.last ti.me .. Significantly, soincthfog ne\V was added to the deed not .fdr-

•. . incriy ·contained hi ririy relating to this property. For '$600,: Dcimis 
· O'N eill -bought-"ail that Lot of. Land with the Buildings thereon ·on th~ 

· .".north sid~· of Chalme~~ .. Stre~t. Measuring ~inctecn (19) fCet ·six: (6) . . ~· . 

.; .. 

,.· 

.. . : ·inche.s in front by Sixty ·nine .(~9) foct six .(6) iimhc5'iii'depth; bounding · · 
--.. -. --· .. Nor{lH>:n·.Iandrof-JohtrF-Jrmrelmtmcrs Str_eet,. ·; 
... : . _'. --._ __ Ensf o~:lands of E. Thwing and West on·tnnd of the Gcnn~n Fire Engine 
. . . · : . eomp~·:-C .. · . ·. ~.' : .. : . ~-.-- . . . . . . •-.-. .-·-.---:---'--~ 
·.: · · .... · ~ C.11-n we then d~~c the Old Slnve Mart huild°ing fo the period between ,, 

• " 1815 ·and 1877?Thc s of Clmrlcstori lists Z. B. Oakes ns the · . 
ownc~of n briCk '~S'lnvc Mnr:t''. a.t numhcr 8 Cha mers. Sc~crnl printers ... , 
errors .npp·enr throughout ·this \.o.IU°1i1c.:..:.:.nppareritly1iccmmting ·for ti~ -. · 
misuse. of '8 rather lhan 6 (.probable source of Miss Wilson'~ error}-r : . . .'. 

I - whfoh'1ists'Oakcfit~·thc owril'i""of.nn tin·o~ctlPfoct:Hfl-c:k~tr.uch1tc::~tthe :. - .. > ·-~ :· 
.. lritter addrcss.44 How arc we to explain il1is contradictory cvideitcc? Tax··.· · · 
.. ; rcc~r.ds appca~ tp corr?l~rn~c th~·cxis·t.~ncc o~ a s!ruc~i1re of some ki.ncl 

durmg the Frascr-Carrni~too pcnocls of owncrslup, the value of winch . 
• . n.:1ctm,tfcd with ec~110mic conditions ui1til it . was .assessed, in ·1875~ nr~ . 

. _ .... ~00 fof htnd and ·~house." The dimensions of the building are ~ivcn ns 19 · 
, Jcet.by ~9 (cct,~s- ·whieh, if Brlncroft'~ reforcn.cc to the huilcling's'dc1>th.irr '...J'-1~ • . 

. ·, 
I .. . 

~ 1 n~ic. r:o; 1>11: 3.~7-:JR, 
~~ 1,1\:t<;, s. in, pp. 102-:J. 

\ . . ' 

4
' ,l~~fC, G:l7, 11j1~ 21!>-21 { • . , . • . 

• •4~ Ct•1m1.~ of tlw Cli!f of Cl1~"~''"'· IRfll (Clmrlc•slrm, IHOI) , p.'50. 
•~ Chitrt . : cm•(;nvnly, Tti)( Amlilot, Waril nook I. IR71-IR79, n.p: 

• • • I ' ~ 

... 1.• ···-·· ·--·· ···· , ... ' .. . . :~ .. ' ....... ~>- -- .. :.. ';., ( . 
..,... • ...,,.._... · • ~·· ....... 7 ..... . . ·r -·--··""'· __ _ ,, .. ...... ... ___ • · 

' ~ .. , .. ' 
I , • .. ~· / • • ' 

": I 4 I , ' 

... . . .. 
_ .. . . "l 

... 

·. ~· 
" 

. ... 
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I ' ..... ~· ... r .... !:! . . ..: .. .. · ·: .· . 



150/ . ., . CIVIL Wf'.R lllS'J'.01\Y 
I • .. .· 

, . , I • • . . . • 

---.....:.--the·l920s aso~ty:-t4'f~~tisco~cct;46 must rcf~rtcrthc Jat.~izc-\mteS~thc ----· 
present ~uilding.has ·undergone several mctamorpfloses .. since 18~5, or 
even since 1881,'when the plat for Ward.Ill was drawn, showiitga build­
ing occupying the entire lot and with a facade of the p~cscrit shape.47} ust 

. ' 

.. to c9n1f>licate 'mattcrs, a ·~Bird's Eye View of the Cify-of Charleston, 
South Carolina,., drawn in 1872, shows no building cast of The German 

-------Firif l'iouse at'6·ClfalmcrJ:•11 ·Whilc.: tlfc·usc l>f ·such""Cvidcncc ·kriskf;-it---- ­
docs ·point atfoast to' the insubstantial nature of the strudtite at that loca-
tion. In 1879 n "Ma of Char st · · Iluilclin s 

>. .. Those ateriall Im roved" des' · .rs Sfrt"et edifice as 
sue 1 a ni din . 'm >rovecl."49 

. r·., 

:A search of petitions in the Proceedings of the Char eston City Conn-
. cil suhrriittc.d by those seeking permission to bui)d,.expantl, or in some 

----:._--way .. change a structure finally siled light on this problem. z:·B. Oakes 

·.' 
had acquired the auction complex on Febnmry I, 1859. Business at the 
site continued undisturbccl over 'the next few months-in foct, it was 
never better. This may haveptomptcd Oakes to petition the Cpuncil on 

· 9 9 ··ror leave to insert, in the cast wall ofthe German Fire 
om an s muso m · halmcrs-street, the roo timbers of n .shed 1e i.s' 

a out erectmg o~ an auction mart. c errcc tot 1c Committee on.Bric 
and Wooden Buildirig~,: to confer witll'thc Board Of FirC'Mastcrs. "50 The ·. 
Committee approved the t1sc of the Fire House, but moclifi<~cl Onkcs: 
plan. . · . ~ · . 

·< .. , . . • 
The Committee on Orick nnd Woriden·Onildings, to whom was r<'frrrcd th<'.p<'tilion of Mr. 

·. Z. 0. Oakes, "'.ith instructions to confor wilh the Board of Firc Mastcrs •• '~ould hcst l<'nV<' 
-......;..--.,........-""rc"'s""p.,.,.cc""'triillVto rcporTiffiinliCy havc.• liad a conlc.~n·ncc With a Commillc.•c o'r that Ho.-n-....rc. .... l,-nt"""1\,..I. _ _,_ __ 

· · they have unanimously come to the conclusion to rccomrnC'nd to Council, that lcaV<' he 
-----'--graptnl-Mr:-OnJt~ to ·in~ert ·Brick~· ih · lht'-f.~~t ·wnll ·of ·thr .. Grrmnn· Fin-· Engine'-.-- - ­

"Company'!! House, for tl1e p11r1msc of s1ip1mrting th<' roof limhrrs of tht• sl1<'d hc is rrrct·' . 

... 
.. 

.. 

ing, during the plcasureofCmmdl, nnd to he rC'movrd nt any lin\c' wltl'n dl'sirrcl h)' th rm, 
. without ~st to the city.s1 

. •·•:"' 

~ n:crort, siavc-Trmiintt. i/rto. . . ·ti·. . · . · 
• ~ . 47 Found 111.tlw Cliarlc~tou.City 'i\rd1iw~i l" ,~· ·. ·•· · · · ,,. . ;. · ·,~: • · ; . 

· ~~ .Drawn ancl 1mhli~hc.·d hy C. Dril', rn72, :mcl fo nui in .th~· s;mtl\,C:1~1~ii;a rlisto;k·ai 
·, · . Soci<'ly. . .- • · ~ · 

-:i9 • Fnmld· nt. 11~~. Charlc.•st1in City Ard1iv1•s ... 
~ Prm:i•t'tfiri~.~. July 19, 18.'>!I (CIJC. J11lr 21, 18.'>9) . 
• \ I ·rroccrdi11~.,. Aus.t: 2, 1859 (CIJC. AuJt. 5, 18.'>9). Thc•n• is a clist·rc·p:mt;r lll'h\'t•t•n trAcli­

linn nncl f:tc.•t rt•J(mdin~ llll' Gt'nllnn Fire• Cmitp:mr 111uf its c·n~irw ho\1sc•: Fc.•w rn·nrds 
f't•m:1in fr{un this vnlunlc'<•r cmn11:111y, of11•r.:ttin1-t 1111tlc-r c.·ilr nns11ic.·r~ nnd rtn:mt·fnJ n~sist· ... 
itnCl'. Pl:tc111t•s on the lmildinJt rc.•<:ord ils hc•inJ.t "lnstilult•tl'" in 18.10, prc•s1111uihly lw~nn · 
("'G(·rm:m Fire• Cmupni1y") 1&11, nml "ln~orporafi•11'" IR"l:l. Tl1t's1• dalc•s nre• nppnrc•nlly 
t•rrm1c•n11s. On August 2'1, 1&1H, Kt•n Hn)•t•c• 1mld 11l11t11rl;1ncl lo Ille' di)' (11:\IC, \'- I0.11. :tJ2) 
on whkh wnst·n11slnwlrcl n fffc• hc111sc• for ns1• hy llw<:1•ruu111 Fin·(~nmp:my (l'mr1•1•1/fu~.'· 
Dc•t·. :J, IH:lli; G IJC:, l~rc. f>. ll!:IH) or ''.r1•1•1•nl f nrr1111llm1, .. 1ltn11~h sl Ill wilho11I 11 l'linrlc'r cm 
A11rll (I, lfl.1!) (!'rm:t•1•tll11~:'• Apt. fl, llJ:1!1;.G/JG, A11r .. le. llJ:l!J). On l>c•t•1•111lwr 2M, .IR-1!1, n 
1wlili1111r_,r11 nhv fin• hm1st• wns s11h111illc•1l lo tlwCilr Cnmwil hr tlu•C1•r111nn Fin• lfo1-tinc• 

·-'<\ 111111my· (Prt1ct•i'tll11n.f , Dre. 2H, IH-l!J; CIJC, Dc•c.·. :11, 18-1!>). Disc:nssinn t•nnlitmc•cl for . . . . . . 
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... ·:· ... ) ... : "·: :·~~. '-·: .. _· .. '' : " ·.··.- ~ : .... -....... / ·; · :·~:.-_;.:"':· :.:. '. i. :.··~:·:~ .<~ .·:-·· :· 
. " . ... . ~ ' .. ·. ·1:· .. !,. "_,:Cl~1A·~:LES~O~·. :so_uj1_ii1tn~·LIN~:·· ~-~ '. .. • . : i~~ .... . •: ·. 

f • • ... .• ••• • • : • • • • · . , . =, . : . . . . . .•"' . . . ;. ·. . . 
, . · · , :: !:fhinvas-t~'Slav~ Mart." m eoffm's·eye;witncss account. While oth:. . · . . . . · ... 
" · ,: .. '.C.r";sheds'! ,of the,.p.eriocl we~:~· m~reJy frames suppottin·gla·roof, afford- · 1 

,-". . . .. · .:· .: 

· ·•· . · . • ing protection from ~un and rain, Oqkcs· built a more substantial struc:- . . ~ :· .. ~ 
... · ;.. . ture for.his thriving busi'ness. Coffin's dcscription'ij'atcs its'dimensions bS ~ · · · · ·' . · · 
·. · : .:~ ... ·appr<?ximatoly 60 feet by-20 feet, though in actuality it prQbahly ·c~:- '. · :. ' ' . -~ 
; . . . : ,'· ~tend~d. for an additional nine feet iti l_erigth, having ma'deuse of the. wall . . . . .";::-_· ...... : 
--·-""· l!ridosing-th6-yard:adjaccnt..t~Rya~~r.t/-Jail-lor-th0-ri1a~0Lthe.slied · · · .· 
· ·" ·' . its doo~-hayi~g le~ i11ro thi~ yard. ap~ -~yoriq itt.o_tlie,B~traco,on. ~o~!~n, · .. ::'_· · · .. ·_:,. ~: 
. . : ~·.·however' fails to dra'W a con:ipletei>1cttrre' df the sh'Ml s (acaile, beyond : t'" . ' . • ' . : : 

~ -.. : · . · ·; ~ts ·ir?n·gatci;,.sign, aJ!d gilt~tnr . . ~o~his ~ccan.dra~u~o:na~~?nteji~.oi:.~·· · ·· · · · ~-
. .-:. · . nry strnc(urc, als~ cr~cted for commercial use. We;know that n . $he~. 

. .' . ·was ·c.onstructe<J. in several.stages during the 184(1~ a'S extensions of :the·· · 
~ .. · ". >Pu.~lic m'tirk~:;'I~he .extant .rear· of its.,inal_cxt~n.siQnJoc~ted_on.Market. 
·, . ·. . ·, Street.and· East Bay cot&Sists of two columns connected by niJ ihterven• 
~ - .. ·· · ing.brick nrchway._This is.the general.shape of the front of the pr~scnt' 
. . :· -·· museum '.b\iilding .. The basic diff crcnce between the. two· structures is 
. ..~t~lis~ic. \Yb~rc.the r~ar entran~e to.th_e mrtrket is an u~disUn_guishe.~ flat_ · ~ 
• · . .· . . brick,' th~Slave Mart columns are octagonal. It appenrs. tha~ when con- 1 . · : ·• 

. · . · · -structed ,(pri>.bahly "'\S.Jl pori.of .thc.rcqllircd;.ntickliussc( in 1859}. it .• ._. ·. •: · : : · ·'S .. · )VR~ made tb bJend."nrchitecfui'a1Jy with ,tfu'Jt.buiJding frdm· whlcll it .: ·, · . • :. ,'• 
-. ~- . ' sotighfSuppo.rt, the dtyiowned German Ffrc,Enginc House, which was . . . .. ': . _, .: 

·:·: : . similarly frafr.ied by two dctagohal colufuns, made of brick and having a ,, . _:. .· : 
· :-, shictocd ~ncad.e .. Fotirt ndditio~al brick colmtins are to. be.foimd u·p_on . 

~xa~i!ling the ln~erior of the present structure·. J"hesc descend in height ., 
. (two on the cnst; l\vo(>n tftc west as the nio\7c awn fr ' . cad ........ ·-·-"-'--------

. m 1ca mg a p1tc e roo o ·a height 19wcr-than the present st(!ichire, : • 
- . " .'. s~orping mid'¢J·ay..!J.ri thCL~:~~11-lwnlTs..Ilcams.probahlY-nln-from-tbo-fa . . . 

· enc e to: the rcu~_.w.~U, r~~Ung'on th~!l~ J>ill~rs, ~it~ planks placed across 
. the beams .to cr.'cntc a·roof. . ..., · ... \ · .1 

.. - . . 

. ·. "· '. Tlie .presenc.~of a."slt_cd." ~xplnins. the ••ha.usc''.:(a gc~eric tcrm~or a .. : . 

.... · . · · stru.ctu~e of .. n~y kind)· listed in· the Tax War Book du.ring· the· Fraser- , .. . 
' ..... Carrington per!ods. ·n als,o e"plnins the ~Se of Jhc single term ~nrt" il'l... .. . ; \ .... : 

._ .. ". .'. :.- .... n.~'.ySJ??P~~,;.i.g~#tise~.~rts:~T!~~1l.t.~~~(J' ~. ~.P.~!.l~t~c~io~~~~'!.C.~_er: · o~:. : ~ · .. : ·: · ~· ~ :.· · 
· .. ' · •· · ·Ncivember H1,)86Q;Wd6ur.& Sons.opcn~tfa .. ne~-. l\nd .co\-6iilod1ous , .. _ "." .: .. ~· .' ·" 

::·,· .::~.nr~~~l'.s' -~xchnng~tiildi~g .\ . : . . supp_lying ~- long: felt wnn(nmong : 
· . · . Brokers. fo~ a'mart fo.r the sale antl disposal of Bonds and Stocks, Rea]·· · , .. . · 

" ~Estate and· ~egrocs."·Athong those celebrating, even p1ircbniin~ 'n · .. 
. : . . ' '' . ,. : 'bariiler for. the,occasio'n~ was z .. B. Onk~s.5~ After this dnfc, WC cannot be 

:;·;·;. ·--- ..... -···· .. ·· ... .. · .... : . . ·.· . ' . - ... · ~'"' . 

' ·;,· ~.. . .: ~omc riiin•. •rfc i;uggci;llcjn or rnovlng1tt> n lnritcr .,Jot ·nt nnntht'r.lt>cnllor:.s 'nfadr.:Jrr-Qccc'rl-·..: :·~-; ,..: i 
·• ' : frr~.,,.MAy 20,. 18.50;·CJ?C; Miiy 22; 18.50) nild rJ'ft'.ct~d. (Prdccctll111tl .. Mny,)O; lR.50: t.vq. . · ~·· : · · 

~ Junl>.~. 18'50). On Mnrch 11; 18.51, the tjfy 11itrchnsc-d nn ndfolntn~ pfot to tl1c Chnh.nc-l'!t · 
. · . Slrcoflm>Jlrrly (HMC. L-11, 1>· 50); HyJ11nr or thnt yr1ir conslrnctfon <in t11c-nrw lnrl(<'r rir<' ...;. . 

•· . : hou~c hnd.1-lcwm (Prnt<•rllliif!.,, Jnn(: IO, IR.'lO: CIJC, Jluir 13, 18.">J ).·DnmltJt<-<i Ii' th<'rnrlh· 1 
· 

. . • c111ukt• nLllJ'J11, It ,\•115 nl~111uln1wcl for it ~ll'W fnl'lllly nl lht• t·nrnt•r nf Mc•t•tlnp:111ul-'\'t•i1twortli · • 
•. StrC:•c.'15. On Nnvt•mht•r It, 'lli!>I, lht' rlrt• ho11sc• 11I KC:hnlmrn Strt•t•I wni; snhl In t11t• Cnrillhm 

I .... LIAht l_nfontry Jll¥c; F-2J' I>· 70).: ., : -~ · I .. . ' •·. 

-~·· .. : C, Nnyt .10," f~. · .·. : .:. • ·.. · .... : \ ... -·· 
. ... . . . ·, ·• .. · . 

:, : •• _. : ' • -•• ·~ • • • ' · • • .. I ::·, ":"• ' ,::· · , , : ·-·•\ .··•- ·---- •• • • ' 

; ____ : ..... -. --~.· • ...• ·.·.·.·,~,.·~: ... ~_-._,,._.~·.,.,'.-.4 • . • . .: .• ·.·.:' . . ·.:'"':·~. . . . ... ' . . • ' ., • .,. ' ' ' .. . . ' , , 
- J ~ .:' -- • - . ··::~.~ ......... .: . ..... ~ .• :.·.:.:.., ...... ..., ........ __ ,,_: .... - . . -:! . ..:. 1.::."_·.~- :'. ~ ..... ~·~·~:. :":"..:' . ._~:...· .:'.',"';•: ... 
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' . . were now going on at the north and south co.rners ~f State arid'Ch,almefs · J :... · 
· · _· · . . · · .... ·Streets, out.of.dodrs, and_.at_seyeralJ09ations_on:State_Street.itself,_and _ .. ·-· __ 
- . -.. -:- we iife fofr~ith a ·'.pic-ture of.a busy mart running up State from Broa!i : · 
. ~ - . . . . Street tc»th~ ~orner of Chalmers~ and then~own to numpe"r6; on both :_ ' . ·. ! 

: \;.. 
i . 

., 

· · · s( des of _the_ s~r..e.~t,_\\'.ith _Qake(pla~e _of_ b:usiness. (the_ en.~ir..~-~9rqp \~)_qJl ~,___,_.. __ _ 
---=oniof·a number of IeiCations used for the· sale of sJaves:53 Coff(ll attests to 

. _- . . . ·this.' For how· tong these. sales took place at Oakes' complex we do .no~ 
know .. We know only that slave auctions.-endecl'at tlie ~·Mari in Chalmers · -~. 
Strcet'7n· . ove~ber'. , '.'This ,would explain the rifled state of the" •· · · . 

m irtg iri 1865, having tiecn .nbandoncd for over n year. . · . : · · · 
: What,. then, . can ·we sa·y with certainty about the relation between . ! 

: ·'·Oakes· Stied arid the museum building? It crin be demonstrated with~- -J 
.- . ·rcasonabic certainty that the front portion 'Of the musclim building· and . . ~ 

. the exposed .front four pillars are of anfohellum origin, ns arc the ~'Brick .. 
Tri.isses'~of n shed.erected for slave auctions on a lot-J)revionsty·used ns a .. . 

· .. ·: .·passageway to Ryan's Mart and its cqnrtynrd. The rear.of the shed, ·tho· 4.: . •• · 

.• yard's wall, disappcar~d after Bancroft's visit in th~ early {>art. of this . ·• · ~ 
cc.tfry-the present rear. wnll having been erected when the. building - • 

._,. : was extended some 22 feet in thc.J920s; The west wall, shared-·hy the 
.Fire House, remains today as it W!.s.then·. The. easl wall's origin, how- , i"' 

. · ever,-necessitatccf further documentary searching, \vhicff a·t the same· 
time uncovered evidence that·nppe~rs to substantiate much of what we 

:,• had concluded .from otlfcr so~rccs. ·: _ . · · _ . : 

... i~g ata on t 1s ·property;_.;, . .. . . . 

· .. 6/North.Sidc Chnlmci-s/D,9'Nci0, Sto~ci Orick. [huilcli~gJ /Tin {Ro9FJi 3.5 [Ft'(.t ~ng) / ... 
. m [Feet Wide] /22[FcetHigh] I LConclition o(Wnlls] (North] Bontdccl/ [South] Pnrtilion 

' .. Boardc<V {Enst] Cracked/. [West) Dlvl5lo11/ [Condition or Chimney or Fl~1r5] G<mcl. Thl5 
,~~5 n.n_ op~ pas~ii~(!~Y· nn~ ·wns h~llrd_cd ~n. fo~- ~c .. nrmr~l Ptl'n05t'5.~ . . . . • ~ • , 

A~. ~~~~~.~e?:~signif~~~'!.t- dp~,t~!!.1.~!lt, i,f ·P<?~?~s :!o ~h~· "9.Vtafl~ jn. tho.·. ,,. ·~!' · ·: 
· ~ .. · omldmg s acvelopn'ien~; the-origlnnftiricl<. nr~tic·d fn.Qldc:_ncJCin-callCd--. c.:t· .. •.•. 

-. ~- the .. Partition," rem~ned, but ifs ates had bee · removed r~· 'Jnct!d b ' , . · 
. woo st ro_m ·t is front \va11; ·at.some tinie ofter 5, tho .. . · 
. · proper~y·rcvertccl cssenti~Uy;to ~ts original configurntiOn, that of a pns­

sagcY<ay t~ t~c .mairr nrqn of_ the Rynn's ·Mnr"t 'complex. The west wnlJ 
· .sharcd·(vith tho{Fire Housc, .to \vhich'some of the :·niick Trusses" (the -. • 
fnctadc nnd the two ~est pJll~rs) were nncliorccl. \Vh!dritncf; ntiet:·uf cast"·-:; ~·_. .. 
wan, made of brick .(havfng ~·Grnckccl"}, had been ndded at the time of · .. · .... . ... 

. ' . . . "' . 
• . !U r:r. llllllll'rflll~ ndwrllsl'llll'llls In enc. lfl5!1· IRR.'l. I 

•. . . • ~4 \\'. J 1: ~nrldn~ "!"<I" Fr<'d s.Js1l·wnr1, ·'"~l><'t•lors, fl1•1·ouT 00_( l~<11Jlu11111kt'. """!"I!":~ ·: ·' 
(Clmrlcstnn, 18110), JJ.·it3. . . . . • • , . .•. . .. 
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. • : CHARL~·~~o~·. ··:;:::.· .. :.~no~rNX . ~~- .~ ·:·_~-:~~~~._~.~\ ~~-.··~ .. 
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-~-the~bqarding-i~Hrn1wlike1ithrrnhe 0riginal:..:r;..,o~o.;.. . ..,..,,..a~~e~o+-att:e~n~~.---.__.--':"."' 
, , ,· .. d~~ri In tn~ clo~i,I)g_~~ys ~Hhe Civil War of durlrig Recons.truc.tion when· .: :_ · : . 

.• ,wood was sore]yneecJed, iri which·casc.th~Hri i'oof.1iiid Pl'.Ohab]y beeri ... .. .... . :· 
. ·., J!dd_ed wh.~i:t_!~c sJtu~fure"wn~ corivcr'ted i,rito a .. tenement.:...__~ .. :.;_.~---· -· ·:_ .:.: . .;.~ 

- . AH this ~ould explain tlie fact'that not unti~ Dennis o·Nei~] pur~h~sesl_ . ·: . .. i 
, .the property in .1877 ·is.'a bui1d~p.g ·mentioned in. h. dee;:!. Appf:J.rerltl~ • -. · :-

: · . Ch;irl~s Carring.toil was responsible for the construtlian.of the tenemen "· . 
at 6 Chalmers Street ~Y enclosing fhc facad~ (whose'preserit appeara'nc~ : .. · · ... · 

·may be a true.r~prqduction of Carringtori's•\vork, rts a 1907. photograplr ~·: . . 
app.caring in Bari~rolt shO\vs a !iimilhr clcsh~;.)55 nnd nclcling.nn east wnll, ~; · 

· · a" llcw roof; lind a.chimney or fhle:. The tax records a enr to .coofir 
1.' this, ns the asscssc . l 1 of the 1)rop~rty Jumpc from· 400 in I 75 
" . . , rri . 8 So, foo', docs t le pat o a ~ t l map of)nrl rially 
~ ~. improved" Charicston, and the· Sanborn lristirancclMap "of 1888. based· 

·. 

~~ . ' . 

,,. 

. · . upo'1:1 it.57 (1~.his last inap, however, fai1cd to r~flcct tl1e shortening of the· . 
. bui,ding by'l886-havi~g ·tised th& 1881 p]nt ·hook as .its JTIOdel. A'ne:w. 
:. rear w~ll;and perhaps a s~ond new roof, were appflrcritly added \vhen 

.... 0'.NeiU co11vcrted t~e sttircturc info-a shop for hhpself~ ns indicated by 
. . thc'carthi:1mikc i:,cpo_rt.) The city dil'cctori~~ point to 6 Chalmers Street's 
--~- . having been '.'boarded in for· tenement purposes." As late :as the 1875- . r . .· · 

\.:«I. 1876 edition, nci' m'ention is made of 6'Chaliricrs.Street Prestnnab1y, it . '_'-:':."':-"«' : .... 
w~·s vacant:Not until187S-dp we read c)f tenahts,:58 · . . '· ~- ... '. . . -.• • · .: 

. On ils way lo becoming the ·OJd SJave Mart Musc1,1.m, 6 Chalmers . 
.... l Street underwcn~·sevcral more changes in o\Y,nership an_d ·occhpancy.·~· 

. . T.he ~har1es_ton ~oun~y Court-bf Common Plcas'ruled a ainst Dennis V 
• 0tNt!i11, ordering his property to be so c at auction; on J nnuary 24, 1899, . ·-

1 ohn C, Simonds- priid .$520 for ;'all .that Lot ofJancl_ withJhe..btiiJding:s.. __.. __ .....:.--_ 
'1 ·thereon situatf!·lying ancrbeing on .tl1~ N~rti; side of Chalmers Street in . . 

the City of Chnrles.ton Stat~· aforesaid measuring 'Nineteen (19) fc_et six : . .' •· ' 
• · "(6) inchesin'fron(bySixtynfoC(69) fccts{x (6) inchcsinclcpthBouridinp; · ·~ 

North on·]ands M J olm Fraser·& ~rlnipnny South on Chnlniers Sfreet 
~asto)l lands of K Th wing and West orr lands o.f the German Fire Engine.· 

· .. Corn'pany·."59 Th buil in· continue . · c ied ..as .n e · cmcnt • · -. . · . 
· •;,. ·tH'rotigli t916:e· cco'min ··vac. . r· :lt 1 . .. 'thoi1t ri Jistin in t f' Nty :, . ·'-· ~ : ·.• 

• 

t r · · when arl Fi!icher Auto Re air Com an move· · 
m. -During this .. pcriocl owncrshiil changed hands~ ns. whcn_E.lizabeth .. 

&kcr.:putchmmcl 6 Chn1rhcrs.on October 10;J917 f r · 81 ·. · '. •· 

'\.. . Fo owmg upon lss Wil.son's1H1b1is 1ccl troll.~. the city directory list- · · 
• ' • -"r -• ·• _:. _.\ • 1 .. " ' • ~ • • 0 • ' a, ' • I • ' 

0 

' .. : '• • ~ 

·:'I.~ B~ncroft;Sltiue Tr~"li;g, 1>i1~town1>h·r~d1ip: p.170.-· · • · • . .- . ._.~ .... J. -.;;f':.,,,~·M ·~~:--:~ ·-: · 
~ Charlc•i1ton Cmlnly, Tnx Antlilor, -Wurcl 8nnk I, 187.5-lfl7fl, .J1.11. • . --

~1 Cl~nrlc•i;tnn Smihc~rri hmm;ll{'l' ~l.ap, IRRR, ·11._ I J. . . , I . \~ 
~~ Slwl<._,.- 1J~~t·dr1r1i of flw Clf11 "f Clwrft•.ffti11 (Chnrl1•i1ln11, IR7R), ,·,. 377. 

·.~n HMC, F-2.1, 11p. 172-73. . ,. . . • 

• .. tiri Wr1l.vl1~s sf111oi:c11rrii~1u1, uni;, c111ii)';,,'<·forr1 (Ch11rl;·s1011, iorn), i>• .115. 
••. HMC, -r.p,qd?· 52. · • . · . . ' . " . · 

. . ..,,. . .. ·")· .. _. : ....... . 
• L • • 

. ~· .......... .. . : .>::··"" 
... . •. 

' . 
··-" ,·· - .... . .. ~--~1..o.;:.·.· .. 



!Cl •• - >·:· ·. ·· ;• . •. . .... 

t~~¥~'·:~ i ' <.;._:_:,: -,::-·;:.::·· ::~.:-:~·~_:c :' ~:··:: ·.~~:._ ~~.0.: :: ~~~·-~ ... :-.. :>. ~ ~· ;.~~~ . . . ·· . .. . 
. • . . . . .I: .: . . 

· .. -~· .' ~ . . ' . . . <154. ·: .. .. " . ·.. . . °C1.vn::·~AJl HI.ST.ORY. ... . ,: : 
... . . " . : . .. • "i. . • ill.. . . .,,. .. ~ . . ·. . . . . :. , . ~ . .. 
, .. :._ · ---00.t.he building at6Chalmers as -"The.Slave Mart for the first.time, even ~. " , 

~: I ·;· · " . though the auto ~epafr ·shop COtitinued to ()CCUpy itfot. ~Jiother year.SL , . 
. , · · · . Three years late~. the Slave Mart was t~e sola'hame·listed at6-Chalmers,. I :'_ . 

. - : .'. .. . :._ , ;tlready an ~cccpted .l~nd111ark. I.n )~=!8~ .Mitiam'-\Vil_son ex~ibite.d a_bilL · · · ' . . ·· 
:7~ ~;-- . --~-~- of con:iptiiii;)ffn 1:he.C:.harlest~n County C_otlrt of Co~moi'f Ple~s againsE. · _. °' .... · .. -

· .. ·,. ·Mary Baker. The court ordered the real estrtte to be:sold, and on ~arch:· · . 
. . . . ,9, it was.purchased hr Mi~·~ts_O.n.:83 s.~"!.~t~~-n)J)hWrla.tet ... aftei.Iestora:-;__· ........ _..,..... 

· tmn was completed, The Old Slave Mart Museum operted to the public .. . · 
Miriam Wilson die 'on I · .1 .1959, H 1 

• • 12 · 1 8 · .. 
.. dee ed t e S · the .i 
terms o ·the· ift;Itthcn a. "cd to the Vestr nod Wnrdclu; of St. Pnul's. . . 

urc Raddiffeboro, "".hich _had int e meantim~.:~ergc ·: w1~ t: ~- . . .. e 
.. · \ L~1ke's Church in-April·-195h-The:pre~~rin'.fwiiei'fli'ncl"aifecf6rs-;Judrtli _____ .. ·· ·-, · 

· -.:·"J . :.-· · Chase and Louise Craves, friends of.Miss Wilson .ac uired 11 lease for .. ·- . 
.. · urc innne orttocontinueitdmtnder'swork. 
·, . :: , , e pm , or much. more than mere y· a t at 
' • . ·( · ·. lot d an .wit t e· ui ings t eteon. _ 
., 

. ·· .. . 

·,; .-- • . There can be no qu~stion. that 6 .Chalmers Street is historically signifi- · 
. : . · cant; 'worthy to be clcsignatcd as such by the Nation Register, ·thougJ1 · . 

·with modifications in it~ descript(on and history as detailed ·a hove. That · 
. ·;portion of~thc·presenhtructure which is.almost cer~afoJy of anteb~Uum. · · .. 
. origin s_tarids upon w9und made sacred by the tr:a~a~I of thos~ who · 

· · ·passed over it in.bondage. Thcy;-the ground they walked; and the struc!..: .· 
· .. ', ture· th~y occtjpied are an important part of America's 11eritage-which • • 

· must be· protected by thtifu.r_cc...o.£.hisllfil<:.nl ;lccurncY.~ . .- . ·· ·; .... '. .. · .- .... _. - --
. . . I . ,. . . '. .... 

at Wtilsl1'.t l93i-l932 Clwl<':rint1, Snnt/1 c,m;li11n, 'G11y Dirc•C'foi11 (Clinrlt'~t<m, .f9:Jl), p. 
--------...... (j("":J. : ·:. • • " . --,--- ' • . 

.. . 
· ~ . 

'. 0~ RMC, W•23, ,,, 3~ I. 
'. ~~ RMC, r.-8t p. 432. 
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