October 26, 1998

Mr. Malcolm Brennan
Malcolm Brennan Architects, Inc.
635G East Bay Street
Charleston, SC 29403

Re: Old Slave Mart
Dear Malcolm;

Thank you very much for sharing with Carter Hudgins and me a copy of your historic
documentation and your plans for the rehabilitation of the Old Slave Mart at 6 Chalmers Street.
Carter and I have reviewed these plans and we think that generally they are excellent, the
museum exhibits are well arranged and the renovations to the building will be appropriate.

The one exception, however, is that we strongly disagree with the plan for the front arched opening
of the building along Chalmers Street. We believe that the iron gate concept is overwhelming and
distracts from the primary character of the building. We would prefer to see something more
appropriate, perhaps in keeping with earlier treatments, particularly a scheme matching the
photograph included in your material that show the building prior to the opening of the Old Slave
Mart Museum in 1937. We think that the over-door wooden trarnsom and the multiple wooden
doors shown would be most appropriate and offer convenient accessibility to the museum. As we
strongly agree that it would be good to have Philip Simmons execute some piece of ironwork for the
building, perhaps the overthrow or transom would be an appropriate place for some sort of detailed
wrought iron lunette. This would greatly add to the building and be in keeping with the building’s
history.

I also want to work with you at the time about the stucco facade as it has a very good weathered
“old Charleston” look and we would like to see that retained. Otherwise we will look forward to
working with you on the final plans.

With best regards, I am

Carter L. Hudgins, Executive Director
Cynthia Jenking, Preservation Society
Charles Chase, City of Charleston

Post Office Box 1120 « Charleston, South Carolina 29402 « (803) 723-1623 « FAX (803) 577-2067
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M. Brennan Architects Inc.

Eye witness account of journalist Charles Coffin in
The Boys of 61, Or, Four Years of Fighting ( Boston
1883 pp. 472-474 )
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-appropr_ix||_i désign of double-edged swords and;spears. Thousnnds of slavc; had been
incarcerated there for no cxime whatever, except for heing but after nine o’clock, or for”
meeting in some secret-chamber tojtell God their wrongs, with no white man present. -, . . :
.. Amid these surroundings was the Slive-Mart,—a building with a large iron gatc'in front,
above which, in large gilt letters, was.the-'word MART. The outer iron gaté opened into
; ; hall abioutsixty feet long by twenty broad, flankéd on'one side by 4 long table ruiming the,

_ entire length of the hall, and on'the othér by benches. At the farther end a‘door, opening -
> “through-a brick wall, gave éntrance to a yird. The door was locked: I'tried my hoothedl, - 4
#~but it world Tiot yield. TEilled n frecdman to my aid. Unitedly we took ip:a great stone, _ ~

and gave a bloyw. Another, and the deor of the Bastile went into splinters. Agross the yard - -

- wasa four-story brick building, with'grated wl"lfddws'and Tron doors,—a prison. The yard

" was willed by high buildings. Heswho entereyl there left all hope behind. & small roor

adjoining the hall whs the place where womeh were subjected to the Eiscivious gaze of
“brutal men. There were the steps, up which thpusaads of men, women and children had
" wilked'to their places on the table, to be knocked off to the highest bidder. . . ;Infrontof o
the mart'was a gilt star. I climbed the post am:{'rcnchcd it from its spike to secure ftasa ..

- traghy. A frecdman took down the gilt letters for me, and knocked 6ff the greatlock ffom -
. the outgr iron gate, and the smaller lock from the inner door. The kéy of the Frénch Bastilg -
hings at Mount Vernon: and as rélics of the Ain&téan prison=house thén beingbroken up, 1.
secured thes€. . . . Entering the brokers’ orficgs.—p'risons rather,—we walked along the’
grated corridors, looked into the rooms where the slaves had been kept. In the cellar was
the dunjzeon for the rcfrnélon',;bolts';‘md'slnplcs in the floors, manacles for the hands and -

. feet, chains to make all suret .. [ - Freow s
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1886 Inspectors Record of Earthquake Damages
( Charleston, 1886 ) pp. 43

:. Areport by the architect and the engineer hired by the L:ty ot Charles- -
ton to survey the damage of - the 1886 e'trthqu'lke requlted in the follmw
ing data on this property o
68/North Side Chnlmcrs/ D oy Ncﬂl Slorc/ Brick [buil(!mg] /Tin [Rng)f]/ 35{Feet Long] /-
20 [Feet Wide] 7 22[Feet lligh] / [Condition of Whalls] [Narth] Boarded/ {South] Partition

Boarded/ [East] Cracked/ [West] Division/ [C‘nndltmn of Chimney or Flues] Good. This
vas an open pnﬁsngcway. and-was bonrdcd in Ior tenement purposes.® -

An exfremely sngmfxcant documeqt 3t pou)te to the: nqxt stag‘e in._ the
Building’s developmenl theongina]' brick, arched| facade ifefem called~
the “Partition,” remamed but its gates had been removed, replacéd by -
woodén boards. Aside from this front wall; at some time after 1865, tho
property reverted essentially to its original configuration, that of a pas-
sageway to the maim arga'of the Ryan’s Mart complex. The west wall
shared thh the I'ire House, to which'some of the ! Bnck Trusses” (the,'_,
facade and the two west pﬂlars) were arichored, whas intact; andan east -
wq!l made of bnck (h'wmg Crackcd ) had-been added at the time of

M Cf. ntunerous ndve rllu IS nh. in CDC, 1859- lHﬂ.‘l

oMY, I. l’nrkins«nn(l Fred $25tewart, Inspe ctors, Record of E qﬂfqlmh Dmr}agu
((‘Imrlcstnn IBHB). p43. -

-
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Historian Frederick Bancroft's vision of the Slave
Mart ( #6 Chalmers Street) as gathered from the
study of numerous advertisements of slave auctions.
Published in Slave Trading in the Old South

( Baltimore, 1931 ) p. 170

in State street. As early as July, 1856, Thomas Ryan &
vn had both a salesroom—which was described as *¢ the
“Auction Mart in Chalmers-street, next to [and east of]
, the German .Engine House '"—and also a “lot? or
T yard ", ‘‘ immediately in the rear ’’ of it.** They w re
very convement and soon met with general favor. (Be-

‘ ‘fore the end of the 'fifties virtually all public sales of ne-
' @roes, except some by legal process, were held at what
was variously called ¢ Ryan's Mart’!, ‘“the Mart in
Chalmers street ’’ and, finally, ‘‘ the Slave Mart . TIts
exterior appearance and that of the immediate neighbor-
Jood changed buf slightly during the next sixty years.
Lhe building was originally 44 by 20 feet, and there was
22 by 18 foot yard in the rear. The fagade resembles

. othing seen elsewhere. On either side is an octagonal
{lar more than 20 feet high, with a graceful arch between
em. The Mart, a salesroom with a 20-foot eeiling, was
ght and airy, for the space below the arch was open, 80

1* These facts are gathered from numerous advts. of slave-aunctions. Accord-
ing to the Oensus of ihe Oity of Charlesion, 1861, it was No. 8. I snd No. 6,
aleo & briek building emst of it, were owned by Ziba B. Oakes, the trader.
Nos, 4 (brick) and 2 (wood, on the n. w. cor. of State and occupied by T. N.
Gadsden) were owned by Theo. A. Wkitney.

that the auction table, about 10 feet long and 3 feet- high,
might be placed lengthwise near it-ard-allow ample room
for the spectatorato pass in and out and stand either inside
of the building or irthe street, according to {ha weather.)

Just back of the Mart and the engine-house, but facing..
Queen street, and only a few rods east of the Hug'uanot-
church, was ** Ryan’s nigger-jail ’. The jail proper WAL
[} detached double-house—four stories high, with b
windows, and bolts and locks on every door—in a lot 80?
feet wide and 175 feet deep. Brick walls, abont 20- feet»;,
high, helped to make, ouf of what had probably baeﬁr«
some rich man’s residence, an exeeptionally large and:
complete slave-jail and slave-pen.!* Between the lot of
the Mart and that of the jail a heavy gate, with iron
bars and a brass padlock, opened on stone steps.

3 '&*‘:\
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Photographs of #6 Chalmers Street, published in
Frederick Bancroft's Slave Trading in the Old South
( Baltimore, 1931 ) p. 170

* \
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Tne Srave-MART BUILbING AB IT \WAs IN 1007

Negro tenements had been built inside

635-(G Fast Bav Street ¢  Charleston. South Carolina o (843-577-6865)
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News paper photograph of #6 Chalmers Street prior
to opening of Old Slave Mart Museum in 1937,
Charleston Archives, date unknown.
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“n tlia l»-nlldlﬁg. called the Old Ginvo_ Market, in Chalmers street, tradition has it that slaves were -sold )
sielivn hlogk, Thera are no resords, howaver, to sustain the tr,dl_hoﬂ.



M. Brennan Architects Inc.

News and Courier Photo of #6 Chalmers Street,
March 22, 1988
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The following article contains references from the
Time Line for #6 Chalmers Street.

635-C Fast Bav Street e Charleston. South Carolina e ( 843-577-6865)
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THE OLD SLAVE MART MUSEUM,

A, ;b

f g - - 4 » ; . .. er.yl (
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4| '~ REDISCOVERING THE PAST" - o =
4 3 ’ b Her
i — ; T T N " ~——edg
A= - . AL : = o ' gy The.l
RS ' . ‘Edmund Drago and Ralph Melnick  hine

i I ; Yoy ol artisn
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| TuiEe OLb SLAVE MART Museum of Charleston, South Carolina, has stood Emld

| - ‘for the past four decades as a reminder of an era and amvinstitution sorely i

| _ " inneed of further understanding as a means of creating amore harmon- - D.
" ' e ious future in this country. Not always ]mpuhr in so proudly Southerna_ only
B “ city as.Charleston, ‘Miriam Wilson, and after her, Judith Chase and MYT

pas "~ . 'Louise Graves, have m1dc strong cflorts at collecting and maintaining Chalr
g *__ the past in whatis considered hy some (o be its'historical setting. .+ .stone’
T / Long hefore Miss Wilson purchasetl the Mait building in 1938, some , oniti
i " denied the historical authenticity of the site. Early guidebooks neglected A
even to mention slavery, and the few that did put it in a most favorable ! mark
-~ light, while referring to 6 Chalmers Street as something other than a- .5 used :

i ~ former.slave market. As a rejoinder to the traditional “prejudices” 6f- ___"_"wﬂ;';

e -— - --——~-—- those-who wished-topropagate a “partisan history,» the followmg 1919 ‘

o, st’ltement makes clear its author’s pmmnn on the Mart and the-queshon o Is

—— ur‘il'lvuy . , ) - oris

‘. No.6, 0 Slave Market, so-eulied. . . futw

Many visitors to the city, particularly those who have imhlbcd the traditional prclud:cm . Coff

against old time Southern slavery, enquire for the tourists’ traditional “Slave Market.” Asa distr

. & ~matter of fact no such market existed in the city. Most of the Southemn owners qf slaves .
Fis o 3 : never sold them, sind the wotkers on the various plantations—the best cared for peasantry Charl.
st s " 2 the world has ever scen—passed by inheritance from [ather to son. But this class of proper- there
Sl 1 - "ty was subject to the same vicissitndes as allothers and gales of slaves w erencgesspry from-, .2 -, uphel.
T e A hmc'fo time. Wé refer to'this as conditfons existing in the nindtcenthf céntucy. Suelr'sales’ =~ & . oA g&\&"l--l';
B i - were made by brokers who had {o lodge and feed thé slaves while in their cu'ttody-au% T - out-a:,
k| ; ' hence they requifed house room and often n room therein in which any auction sale too ) men, |
£ S place: There were several such buildings ini the neighborhood of Broad, State and Church Bakei!
{ ' = Strects, but as has been said no.gencral market for this purpose. The sale of slaves was - was o
‘| ~ largely discontinued, and whenever possible families were not divided by such sales. Un-, " Stand
0 ey ~ fortunately,the word "Slave” was given to the African—a word most distastéful to the ears ' _sign,’
M | A of free men, But the ¢ondition of the Southem slave was the best of any peasantry in the | - nancy
i gl ¢ world. . .« They were cared.for in youth and old age. Kept healthy, fed, clothed, and of T
By ;: A - v their spiritual wants catered to. [t was the greatest compliment to the Sonthern people’s

P Y i good influence o the race, thit in about one hundred years, they had raised it from cruel | 'C
1 RN . barbarism to he warthy, mllw view of the statesmen of 1865, to become voting citizens of .Then
L, : B

1 7 L "l ' : C 'lvﬂqullntury. Vol. \‘(Vll No 2(‘9' u,hl"‘l!ml !'y ]1!!“((’!!!.’“;“('Um\(‘ﬂﬂ}' Press L
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] whlle man's counl‘ry The same partisan history which stigrmatizes the institution of slav—
ery, designates this building as a Slave Market, which mnrkct hnwcvcr, never exnlcd o -

" Eight years prior to her purchast: of the propcrty. Miss Wllson havmg
|78 researched the period, became convmced that thé Mart was indeed an - e
~ authentic antebellum structure that had once operated 4s a slave market.
*Her 1930 guidebook, Street Strolls Around Charleston, S.C., acknowl-

edged the-dnput'}hous nature-of the- bmldmg S

No.8, The Old SlaveMart, = - = [ ‘ 3
The. location of this fs often disputed, buhcvcrythmg the writer has been nble to find <
rcgag!ing this.building potnis ta its having bieen used for the sale of trained servants and

artisans; whd were sold one at a time to the highest bidder. The auction block stood 6n the

_ west side-of the room. Originally there was a balcony over the entrance, but the present
# owner changed the front to turn it into’a garage. . . . Ontheleft of the above building isa
wnd building with turrets, ofteri mistaken for the.'Slave Mart." This building honsed the old ] .
Cy German Volunteer Fire Company. It is now used asa Ncgm l..ntlp,t‘.’ . .
Gurm , chplte her efforts, the old arguments against the Mart surf’\ced aghin
na only a year after the Museum's ¢loors were Opencd . %
4 MYTHICAL OL] SLAVE MARKET, 6 Chalmers Street: .
v g " Chalmers in this year is f1|rly famous for two things: It is Charleston’ s surviving cohhle- :
. -stone” street, the dtones coming in ballast from Europeari shores in the old sailing days, and
o " onit wnlﬂnlthm,llnumu are told was the old Slave Market. The myth lageheen rxplndod o
t 1 ’ repeatedly, but i(!pcrﬁmh and since there.are no black slaves it probably doesn’t matter.
: Authoritiés are pdsmvc in saying that nowhere in Charleston was théere a constituted slave
ble market for the publ ic auctioning of blacks from Africa. Scveral houses in this vicinlty were.
na . -used in olden timies to quarter slaves who were to be sold on the black. Authorities also *
£ : agree, propagandists to the contrary notwithstanding, that the black slaves in the South
2§ *—wcrc"m'lr teerenre. ll“ﬁ"\"i‘ri-ft-‘the pomnn\ry" i any otlier part ol thlfworlt’ . -
(N
ion +_; Isthe Chnlmers.S t:ceLSln\ieMm:kcLunly_so called_and.mxtl_ma_l.i
or js it an important picce of America’s heritage, to be bequeathed to .
future gencrnhom? n_cyc-witnes;
icos
! a dmtrlct in Febru 1ary of 1865:
18
(Y Charloqton was one of the grcnt slave-marts of the South. She was the hnldc':t advocate l'or .
per- the reopening of the slavetrade. Her statesmen legislated for it; her ministers of the Cospel
f~m ’ upheld it as tho best means for Christianizing Africa and for the. ullmnlc henefit of the
4 ..; . wh..lc human race. Being thus sustained, $he slav- trclers set up their auctipn-blockinna. | |
* “out-of-the-way-platé. A score of fhen npcnct'l olfices and dealt'in'the bodlesahd sbuls of « " €2 ., |
oor - men. Among them were T, Ryan & Son, M. M. McBride, J. E. Bowers, 71 B. Onks, J/B.* - X
woh Baker, Wilbur & Son, on State and Chalmers Streets. Twénty paces distant frori DBaker's T - 24
vog - “was a building hmrmg the ‘siggn, “Theological Lihrary, Protestant Episcopal Church.” o
P ’ X 'it-m(lmg by Baker's door, and looking up Chalmers Street to King Street, T read-another :
cars i _sign, “Sunday-School Depository.” Also, “Hiberiiiin Hall,” the building in which the ordi- H
1the # nance of Secession was signed. Inanother hmlclmg on the opposite corner was the Registry ':
| of Doctk Nmr by was the gnard-house with its grnted windmvs, its iron bars lwinn an : $
r's .
fuel V(L lr\ ine \’ 1|kc'r. Cuide to Charleston, S. (,. um‘k Brief History n[ the (' ity and o M ap i
— Thereof (Charleston, 1918), pp. 70-71. :
: 2 Mirinm B. Wilson, Steeet Strolts Arosnd Charle xrrm S C. (n.p., I‘)"!(l) . A2, E
Yois T homas Petigra Lesesne, Landmarks of Charleston Ine. fueling: Deseription of an In- f

comparable Srml’l (lllt-hnmml !‘H‘)) Py GI-64

»
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~appt‘oprmt dee:gn of double-cdged swords anc\ spears. Tllousnnds nf shvcs had becn
5 . incarcerated there for no ceime \%ntmr, except for - being out after nine d'clock, or for”

meeting in some secret:chamber tojtell God their wrongs, with np whiteman present. . . . |
: Amid these surroundmgs was the Sldve-Mart,—a building with a large iron gate'in front,
- . above which, in large gilt letters, was.the' word MART. The outer iron gate opened intoa
hall about sixty feet long by twenty broad, flanked on one side by & long table running the_
*  entire length of the hall, and on the other by benches. At the farther end a door, opening )
“through a brick wall, gave eéntrance toa yird. The door was locked: I'tried my hoothed], -
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"‘""“““"_’—but it would ict yield. I called a freedman to.my aid. Unitedly we took npma great stone, _
. and gave a bloy. Another, and the door of the Bastile went into splinters. Agross the yard -
' -+ = whasa four-story brick building, withgrated wmdow: ‘and iron doors,—a prison. The yard
was walled by high buildings: He'who cn!’crctl there left all hope behind. & small room
6 adjoining the hall whs the place where wnmcn were subjected to the liscivious gaze of P

. ‘brutal men. There were the steps, up which thpusands of men, women and children had

: wialked to their places on the lable, to he knocked off to the highest bidder. . s sInfrontof «

the mart'was a-gilt star. I climbed thie post nndErcnchcd it from its spike to secure itasa = *

- tropghy. Al freedman took down the gilt letters for me, and knocked 6ff the greatlock ffom
. the ontgr iron gate, and the smaller lock from the inner door. The kéy of the Frénch Bastﬂp
hang1 at Mount Vernon: and as rélics of the Ambrean prisoehouse thén heing broken up, I
| ' secured these. . . .Entering the brokers’ offices,—prisons rather,—we walked along the
grated eorndors. !ookod into the rooms where the slaves had been kept. In the cellar was
. ; the dungeon for the refractory ,—bolts and staples in the floors, manacles for the handsand

. fcet, chains to mn}ce all sured . [ = o omy .

L
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- reeThe.carcful. rchdor-mny have, noted Miss Wilson's rcfcrcnce lo the e
Mart at No. 8 Chalmers, while all other mention speaks of it at No. 6.
“This discrepancy; dating long before Miss Wilson’s work, is only a sma]l
part of the reason for the dismissal of the building as historically spurs.. - * =
jous. At a time ‘when ‘over $100 million of federal and stite matching

o0

o e e

e ~ fupds are'being spent anriually on the unquestionably worthy project of P i

. T preserving our national herstage, it is important that this work-and its_ ‘. n:"
"rE - underlying principle be protécted from would-be detractors, thatevery =

effort be made to eliminate all doubt surrouniding National Historic Reg-

istry-designates.S It was with-this.in mind that the authors approached

, the question of a slave market and the “Slave Mart” in Charleston. How

. had the h:story of the slave.trade related to this particular structure?

" What were its beginnings and what changes had it unidergone? To what

R history had the present building at 6 Chalmers Street-been n*witness?

I h. «.Slavesales had taken place early irftfle history of cvlonial Qhar]eston,
-~ .7 with'Sullivans Island acting as the port of entry, a virtyal Ellis Islagd for ™
* . African ° lmm:gmnte Attempts to regulate at least the place.of sale -~
"+ were made at numerous times. The November 20, 1839 ratiflc-lh by, -
- the Char!cston CI i Cmmcll of An

m <

egme the story . . . SRR PR ~
. 3 - f - e L] LY
e g";lz.nrlt.w Carleton Coffin, Tim Boijs n! 61; Or, F :mr Ymn nU‘ithng (“(nlml, IBS.'])
pp. 472-74 -

3 This mformation was obtained from the South.Carolina Department of Archives &
Tistory historic preservation specinlist, who ulw pmn!ﬂl out llml Sonth Carolina’s portion

willhe $1 4720()0 ', . . v , ; '
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A bm]ding of edch description, plnn and arr-mgcmcnls. as Council may determing, shall be

sen
for* e constructed within the enclosure of.the lot attached to theé Work Tlouse, which shall be
: " ' cﬁhhhthd as a Mart or exchisive pf‘tcc within the city, for the sale, at public auction, or
v, . . outery, of all slaves other than at Sherif s sale, and upon thie comipletion of the said build-
b - | ing. it shall be publicly.notified by advertisenient, three times pitblished in the city news-
the T papcﬂ that from and aflter a certain day to be ﬁpcmhcd in such advertisement, the said . © -
fraer - s . 5 .+ 7"+ . Mart shall be opened for thé reception of all slaves, to be offered or exposed for sale at L
3 ' " N L pubhc aiiction; and from-and after tho-day specified’in the said | advertisemgnt, il any : h
R — “Broker-Auctioncer, or other person or persons whatsoever, shall expose or offer for sale,
ard L . or séll any slave or slaves in any of the: streets, lanes, allcys oropen courts in the city, oron |
ard : any lot,'enclosure, open space, house or hmldmg. or in any place within the limitsof the: >
d = city; nthcr thari a Iho said Mart, so established as aforesaid, suéh Auctioneer, Broker, or
. other person ér personis herein offending, shall forfeit and pay for each slave so exposed.
had 3 for sale, or sold contrary to the prnvninm of this ordinance, the sum of five hundred
tof « doftars, provided that nothing contained in this section shall extend to sherifl fc sales, or
" ) wlce mndc by lhc Mmtvr or Commissioners in l"qmty B
Yo .

gt : " OnJunel, 1840 thc mayor rcporlcd to the counc:l that work on the
oL K s]'we market had been completed, and'it was ready to begin operation

fer - following the drafting, of ruleq and regulations for its management.” - .
i "Thrige read before the council as réquired by law, these rulesand regu- ~ -
Can ) ' lations were adopteg and elevated to the lével of an ordinance’and or-
it ——-dered pnbli';!m‘cl‘ ssuch bn August 3, 1840.8. With pride, the Clmrlcslon W
A " g . *Darly Coutier noted that among recent civic improvements was “a mart
o e . for the sale of negroes.” During the first month, only four slaves were
'a“ " _..sold,' But business soon improved, with April's sales totalling eighty-
o five individyals.!! So successful had s proven for the city that a year o
i aftér its inception.the Work House reportéd “the largest amountever -~ ° 7
gf =) receivedby- thec:ty—fromﬂmtmqhtutmn-—f\mong thie-causes-which- h'wo—-—f-—.——.--.
N produced this result, are ., .-. th¢ establishment of thé Slave Mart.™? P
e — 2 e-ﬁuecemHh:mpemhmrd:d—nobgmmnoheed—Fer—verJengrLec
rg; - than six months after the first sale; the process to repeal the ordinance -
e o " cstablishing the Work Hotise Slave Mart as the sole permitted place ‘of =
; S sale (as defined nbove) was put in motion. At first it was mught to make
i"" hwful to and. for any Broker, Auctioneer or Tr'ldcr in vending Ne: -
:at grocs . . . tosell by private saleat any lot, enclosure, house ot building
; 2 Dt w:thm thQ hmitc of thc-Clly‘_bcmg“hls vy prerplqcs, any slu_yc or sl:wes v % :
for © T ('h'lrlt slnn, S.C., (‘ﬂy ("mlnul Ordinances of the. » City of Charf('ﬂ‘ml from ﬂn' "Ml.
a e ) _ ‘May 1837, to the Islh Madrch, 1840 . (Cll.lﬂ('ﬂl"m, 1840), pp. 188(F., particdarly pp.
i i 205-8: Poter H. Woad, Black Mainrﬂy Nrgrm‘s in Colonial Qnm‘h Carolina from. 1670
R : Thrmu..h the Stono Rebellion (New York, 1974), p. xiv,
Yy .- 7 ChirlestonS:C., C ity Conneil, Prm ee diugv June 1, l&lﬂ(rvnurled in (‘lmrh'mm Dai-
i - Iy Couricr, June 4,1840).; il

e ¥ I'rrlr.c'('dﬂu,v.]ulym lﬂdﬂ(('l)(':.]ulym lﬂlﬂ) .md Aug. 3, lﬂlﬂ(('DC. Aﬁg R]R-m)"' Jlea o

Y CDC, Sept. 15, 1840. . 1 "
3 " “Report of the ("mmm':s: mers of the Waork llmm‘ for the thth of Apnl 18—“3
: PrmruHug\. Sepl. 15, TR0 (CDC, Sept. 18, 1840). '
it 1 “Report of the Commissioners of the Work Ilmm' for ﬂu- Month of Aprll W l'm-
tion _ceedings, May 17, 1841 (Southern Pdtrint, May 19, 1841);

2 Promeedings; Aug. 30, 1841 (SP, Sepl. 2, 1841). . ' T
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$UE § W ':whatsoever iy g _prowded that nothmg herein contamed shall permnt "'-:- 2
w R _or:lllowanySla-veorSiavestobeexh:bited dlsplayedorexposedmany
o . house, store, office, or other place within thé city.”'? By the'following . . *
:*++ . January, total repeal of the“1839 ordinance hiad been approved-by the .
- & _ City Council, though* ‘the sales of Slaves. atPublicAuctlon inany street, |
' lane,.or unenclosed lot” was still illegal. "4 It was "not until Nove ber - -
'1848 -thaf argument toremove thlsfmalprohlbltionwmntmd ’as*—‘——‘-
.. it bas a very injurious effect on the value of slave property . ... as it
appears .o »tO be a great concession to those who are oppused to our * :
 peculiar inshtuhon. .-.~" Ratification.eame with the new year.1:- = - "\ ..
“‘Despite the ordinances’ prohibiting street uct:ons the pr'lchce had ~ .
+» not been eliminated, nor had its practitionefs béen punished ot adeto . .
) desist. It'was clearly a case of the law following the fact with therépeal ;. "
{ . of an unenforceable statute. Nevertheless, brokers wélcomed repeal,a = - .
Liso - signof the ol’flcnl approv'tl of a Vltal pnrt of Ch’lrleston s busjinessen-  °,
Tt Uk terpnse l : A
L '_'_ HOWever, islave sales and those who dealt in such h'ansactions cons:
e tmued tooffend somé people in positions ofauthontyand influenae; still. - )
] T othiers qought public. control for. humanitarian .reasons, fearing ill- .
o "« treatment .of slaves:by- some privaté brokers. And, as time passed; d - . -
F e ', -number of the more influential brokers acquired sales offices which - °
"+ “wereused with increasing frequency, either by themselves or by others; ™
. .+ asrental space for their own business transactions. These several faétors
'+ _appear! td have played an influential part iri the sof Ini
~ April, passage of an ordinance tgpreventsnles atauctions, in the streets:
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g unﬂ'phcemrmmrﬂmg-the(}mtunrﬂuu wasaccemplished; remov= =
iﬂg auChorT“h:om public view onde agam:® The mayor opposed this, % 7%

pt ngtupiweepﬂvnten‘utﬁurﬂng’mﬂedmvub! ip———-_ i
control.. Having been defeated earher in. the year, he proposz-d an alt - _‘
; natwem December: % 1 - o0 by BT PR

i R R w o L TR
You will recoliect that some months ngb Iwggested the propriely of surrmmdmg thespace «+ 7.
? north of the Custom House with an iron railing and pfacing proper desksand tables withia - . -+ .

CEEA ;. | " nnnual.rent.-My suggestion was reforred to the Comrhﬂlce on City Lands, whonot only, .. - :

whs i = u-reporlcd.unlnmmbly upon itbut introduc&d ihﬂipmhlhltmg all snl®y h@rth“hf the Gus- . ‘'oa )

e T Ctom House after the first of July last. I apposed the pmmgc of the O;dmnnce, because l" " ‘A
-2, - thoughtituncalled for and impolitic. Sales of slaves should bé conducted ih the mostopen-' . " .

* . and public mannér: They are thus always subjected to the scrutiny and judgmient of public " —

. opinion, whick must-have a tendency to resteain nbuses which cupidity and inhumantty

" iight venture upon if such matters were transncted out of sight—in n comer—hut which = -

-

- 'lheydnrenntpr-mheemllncl'ullvne\vnfnhigllmlndetlmmnmnlty lflllerehenh]ectinm ’ ,
A "‘ K * . .‘ o o . ’5- ‘:“.."
_-.lt. w8 "‘ Praceeding.v, Mnr 2, 1841 (SP Mnr 4, 184[) '_ SEE .-J _!° ' n ‘\‘. -
) L M Proceedings, Jan. 31, 1842 (8P, Fob. 2, 1842). ‘, oL B o= o
oo 3 WPraceedings, Nov. 28, 1848 (CDC, Nov. 30, ms) Dec. 29 1343 (CDC Jnn 1, 1s49)
AEEY and Jan. 2, 1849 (CDC, Ian 3, 1849). B

1o I‘mcrcr{l‘um, l-eh 5, 1850 ((‘D(‘ Feh. 7 I&)ﬂ) nml Apr l.). 1850 (cnc, Apr. 2-!.

[ me 18560 . "
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*it for the accom[mJodation of the brokers, for the use of which they might bé chargedan . -*. *»
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4 A ;
i T tothe hlnckmg upor nlmrnuing of le I'lay Slrcct. as i1 n'llc;,('(l in consequence of these . T
hy auction sales'. . . then let us shdw in a manner not to he mistakén, that Council in lhn s B
Z _ whole matter, has been actuated, not as has been industriously circulated, but without, I* =
f o am sure, the least foundation, by an. mawkish and false sentimeiit as €o the publicity of- 7
: slavie sales. Lrecommend, tferefare, that thie Gity Square be nllowed the Brokeérs for the :
ot “sale of negroes and alldther property w!m_-h ﬂacy have hillwrlo been inthe habit of selling.
oo ‘Nor!ll of the ("mtnnl Iouse."” : '
: M Ly q
E R S ‘*‘The m'tyor was defeated again; forin the interiening period a; ewTmd .
. * steadily more ytilized facility had come into éxistence. ; .
ur Among the brokers petitioning for thcse several changes was Thomas. ‘\ 3
-Ryan who'as one of the commissioners of the Work Iouse, was able to
1 observe its rising suceess as a slave market. In fact, just before this opera-. ’
g ) _ a4
to . “tion beg'm Ryan had petitioned and been granted an auctioncer’s com- 3
i1 ’- - +mission, a license to dct as a broker in the sale of all types of property, .,
5 including slaves.?® Srml! wonder that his name appears on the petitions e <

n- . f of 1842 and 1848: The ordinance QE April15, &ﬁ, pmhlbmng sales ag thic

‘northwest corner of the sc beginning that Iuly 1, gaveimpe-
us o Kyan to open his mart.on that date.

b ' “This brings.us back to the qucstion of 6 Chalmers Strcct Those con-
il- ) nected with the Old Slave Mart Musenm have long s maintained that it is v
: Ryan's Mart, as did Frederic Bancroft in his Slave Trading in the Old :
L . . South' o . , _ L
£ Aq carly as ]uly, 1858, T Imnn: Ryan & Son hud both a salesroom wlnch was :h‘ccnhcd as Sl

"ﬂle Auction Mart in Chalmers-strect, next to the German Engine House"—alsoa “lot” or
“yard,” immediatly in the rear of it. They were convenient and soon met with the general.

ats B favor. Before the end of the “fifties” virtually ali puhflc sales of negraes, except some by .

. _legal process,were held atwhatavasvariously. cnllml “Ryan'sMuart, " "llw Martin (‘lmlmen—

A S © .. street,” and flmﬁy “The Slave Mart.™®

1j “ - ViR . L
li . ~Using: Bmcrofhtmrmuthmtahvmmcnmdxvithrvl{mupﬁwﬁym T 3

1853 deed to the property, the present owners of the Museum offered’

T the.following descriptian of the building and its surroundings in their ,, 3
’ application to. the: United States Department of_,Intenor for N‘ltlom! '
hiS ; Register status: ny B : i
‘ EXTERIOR: #luilt by Thopas Ryan ‘and his pastner, James M:mh. the Slave Mart has a ‘ 2
R P . - ' ituccocd facade withroctagonal pillars at'citlios nd? InSlaoé. Trading in (Re'Qld Shnrh. gy R ¥
lia- ' Frederic Bancroft describes the buikdings as “44 by 20 feet (witha) 22 by 18 {oot yard inthe «. o 3
el : rear. The facade resembles nothing seen elsewhere. On citlfer side is an octagonal pillar 3
1 ‘ -more than twenty feet high, with agraceful arch between them. The Mart, a silesroom :
Y S with 020 font ceiling, was Iu.,ht and airy, for the space helow the areh was open, so that the 3
e, anction table, about ten féet iong and three feet high, might be placed lengthiwise negy it z E
ich and allow room for the spectators to pass in and out and stand either inside of, lholu"ﬁhl‘lg ' o~ E
nne - or in the street, nccnrdmg to the weathet.” The stuccaed (s -mmlc of the Shve M'u't is un- F
: changed. Alterati n 4 - i
1937 3 wooc wvas inserted with ) H
- nal roof, and the tile roof réplaced with a tin roof. . F nlln\\'mg the War Between the :
(1
b '7 l‘rm: eedisiprs, Dee, 23, 1856 (C D;' Dee. "7 8";6)
21, W Procecdings, Feb, 2, 180 ( CDC, Mar. 3, 1840},
o » e I'rml('rlc Ihm.'ruﬂ. Sfrwe Trading m,flu' O!ﬂ' Sonth (Ilnllhmm‘ 1931). l?(f
A
¥
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. States, the bmld" ﬁg was nsed nsa Lcnemcnt llousc nnd about 1922,wns converted into an - L
*., ‘automobile salckroom. OId Slave Matt Museum was established in 1937.-. . .. f ES v
: = " SURROUNDING: T.he Old Slave Mart, 8 Chalifiers Street, is located wuthln Chnrleq- : x o - =
¥ . - - ton'sHistoric District. Chalmers Street is pavdd ‘witlr cobblestones and-has blu# flagstone. - - - %, S
. sidewalks. To the west.of the Slave Mart.is-the German Fire Enginc Company. bmldmg,— i e
* constructed in 1851. Brakers’ of fices once oc¢cupicd the surrounding buildings. . .- Mart L i -
.originally included two additiorial lots and three additionatbuildings, a jail or Barmcoon _ ;
o 3 _to house slaves ptior to sale, akitchien,and a morgue., Theback two lots werecutoffinl875° . 5. : o
S S ....__"and the jail, kitchien, and morgue were dcmohslled inthe 20![1 ccnlury A p1rkmg lot is now S el e ——
[ Iocaletl to thc rear of the muscum B - S sFy o

'

"..—.---E

- "Despite the apphcatxon s ac?!ept'mce by local, state, and fedenl offl- oI -

% .. - cidls,athorough investigatiori of the evidence has revealed nymber of - )

1 sugmhcmt discrepancies and the iriteresting history of a building’s-pas- ' g,

L ;sage ‘through time. Antcbellum Charleston newcpnpers‘mclucled no-. g
¥ . ~merous place names'on Chillmers Strect connected with Ryan’s Mart— ~ * o
L oppos'rte Ry'm s Mart,” “gt the Auction Mart; in Chalmers-Street,” “in. - * .
T Ryan & Son’s yard, Chalmers Street,” “at Ryan s yard Chalmerssst:' ’" : ‘

In fact, not until early 9 When he nam ears fiom he wd,

»

’ uqed RN ’ :

o Elcarly eomctlung more (or pmwlhly lessl) than a hmldmg was wltu'll.‘- y
bor e ed at6 Chalmersi in the first years after the April 1856 ordinance. Acheck
" .7 . ofthe1853 Ryan decd s-urpmmgly enough, revealed no mentiori of a - | ” ,
s i - building on'the property. This touched off an exténsive search through -~ 6 i

Charleston"County deeds and tax records, city directories and guide- . : LB 5 .
. - 'books, and in the newspapers of the period. All that was certain was that i ;
"+ .- . something had taken place at the address, that it may have been con- . - .
T mected \Vltﬁﬂﬁm'lmhepoml’l"‘é’ﬁﬁ"fﬂ!ﬁﬁ!ﬁlﬁl’lr v
- . . mayhdvemisled those who followed his lead. What was the orlgm of the
e “museum building? Was it Ryan's Mart, o} a mart of a different origin, of”
% A bmldmg constructed for an entirely (hffercnt purpm‘e? And for how .
“* - long was Ryana part of thé scenc? | L
.. " . The edrliest deed found for the property dates to-March 10 1814 -
I recording the sale by the heirs of Jeremiah Clark to Lllizabeth Sweeney, .
=t tor $500, of “all that lot piece and parcel of Lancl in megs alloy con-- . -
7 “taining in Front on said allcy Nincteeh feet and in depth Nindty Seven.. ~ *
- _feet-and.is butting and bounding to the East on Land Rasdaleto the ~ . - «
' . w2puth on said alley to the wcst on land of Edw. Trescot ant] Northon -+
h l'mr.h of Abr ] trcct was, at this time, httlc '
W Applir:ahon mhml!lﬂl Mnyﬂ. 1975, - ' : : . - ','
' 1&;1 coc, Junezs) 18.,0 Angz, 23, 1856: Sépt. 30, 1856; ()u 22 lB.)ﬂ'()Cl 23, msn Oa.23~ U
. e "‘\. . . .
Sl L Tmepe, Febon mse, - '
. 2 Charleston County, Ih-w\ll 'r Mesne Conveynaner, Deed Book ( hereafter rt'fvrr(\d tias
. “ RMC) 1-8, pp. 19500, We can be certain of the applicability of this and all subsequent
e —decds. hcumsc of the plotdimensions ( the appreximale measurement of 19 feet {) ronting’
.+ onChalmers erct-l has not virrled substantially up to the present) md the |!rn|wr|y ow m-r-

28
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more than an alley, known both as Bercsford Mley, and in a lc%s“favura- :
" ble way, as “Mulatto alley,” the site of “many- squnhd hovels” removed
‘ by the’ c1ty in 1818. % Opee cleared ‘the property- became a bit more .
1+ - 1 desirablé, and a small but quick profit was made by Ell?gbgﬂj Sweeney,
EELa “mher sale to JohnT. Vausc on September 8, 18] 18, of “all tHat Lot.piece . L
-~~~ orparcell of Land in Chalmers Alicy containingin, the Frontonsaidalley -.-.7- ‘.-
_-Ninetéen feet Six Inches or thereaboutv and.in Depth_N mcty.Sevcn_feet__.__
“and is Butting and'Bounding to the Easton Land of “.. . tothe * - -y
. Southron said Alleygp the West on Land of Edward Trescott and to the iy ¥ —
--Notth on Larids 6f Abraham Sasportas.” "+~ i E Waa
We can only: guese at tlie motivation, per!npc to pl’OtCLt his’ w:fe, or
- less chivalrously; ; some of his property, should the poss:blhty arise of
.-~ having it attached for debts, but on April 28, 18
the property to .Thotas Duggan in trust for lm‘w:fe Mnrgaret

'

. all that Jot pnece or parcel of land Situate lying and Bemg in Chnlmers Alley in that o
- emiow: Numbean ‘8 Containing in Front in said Alley in Street Nineteen feet Sixinches 196t -
4 .Binor therenhouts andin depth ninety seven fect (87) Butting and Bountling to'the easton
oot Jand of ' 3. to the South on,Sdid ‘alley in Street to the West on. Innd of Fdward
'|! . .Trescntt & m ‘the North on Iunds of Abraham ‘hep'trlm o
|

Tluc is the Fist menhon ofa plot numbyer and it should be notéd that only
_a*lot” and nota“Jotand bluldmgs (the legal terminology for a structure
or struqtures) is rcfcrrcd to in thés‘e and i the vcvcml decds- that- w:ll

'._-'-follow. o 3 : v : &

=1 .+ Margaret Viaus 15 'om\ nl 11, 182 lher roperty to‘C(‘)!onel- $ g 2
i Wi“iam Rouse.27JHow it fina yleft her hands j now 8 ¢y s

,.'éa_ii'sliecﬂatethél'. he ssnbl failec tos i emottacan lostltat Lt

ment purchased “that Certam Lot of Land sifuato ]ymg & Bemg in " o
'crmma‘sm the said City of Churleston & State aforesaid Con- * ¢ 7
tammg in front on Said Streét 19 feet 6 inches & in depth from Southto - ' - .
. :North 97.fcet Butting: nnd“Boun;],mp; as followsto the,South on Chnlmers, _
Street afore«:'ud to the Weet on hhds of Ilenry Trcscott to‘thc Nprﬂ:.oﬁ_ b ."

. ships of tllm(- plutwl)mtmlim,tnthonmth.wmf nnd cast. T lli-uu'(c«ntnlcﬂuunplvte t||m~ ~
o tation ‘of the, relevant |mrli¢m of -cach deed m will he {lonmmtral(‘d 'I'hrmmhﬂut the -
Fr ot » mrrntwc i S 4 ERLLANRE I e o
* # Charles l-r-u.er, Re mfnhr ences nf (‘f nrh'vmn ((‘Inrlmtnn. 1854), P ,Ilﬁ :,‘ ; ol g%
o ey RMC, A-9, ppAl-l2. 0 . s V. R A
m RMC, Q49, pp- 59-62. P R g - B
% RMC, U-9, pp. 392-25.. . - - o R
® AMC, 11-10, pp.-403~4. This hrk-f fap in Ilu- romrcl ns well rs one we will mnfmnt { TR

churtly, further necessitatés the vise of the (It-cr I'I[ll'lV(‘ passnge I'rmn cach deed, if umtmu-
|ty is l('.n be’ tlcnmn':lf.ltt‘d : :
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g Lands ‘of A. Sasportas to’ the Enst on ]ands of E Thwmg 20 In 1853
«and Thomas,

DR 2 ol May 10, 1853, ]\
. .. .Ryanand Marsh took title toa tLotof Land situate lying and being ,
Ty ,-—-— in éﬁalmers Street in thelsmd City of Charleston and state aforesaid,
bs, L f‘- = contaimng in front on said sﬁteet nineteen feet sixtriches.and in ‘depth

I L ._'

¥

From South= ’fa-North—Nmety’seven‘feet"B’uﬂin' i an‘ d Boundmg fo the"

South on ‘Chalnfers Street'aforesaid; to the, West on Lands of Henry -

- Trescot, to the North on lands of A. Saspo_rtas nnd to the East on lands “

now‘or formerly of E. Thwxng "0

- of the lvm as a singleunit, The land to the north'of 8 Chalmers, held by .
0 Abraham SaSportai, and conveyed by his trustee, Jacob de-la Motta, . .

" consisted of “all that 16t of land with a large double brick tenement and -
. other bu:ldmgs thereon, compoqed of two lots now-or: fornietly kno,wn

.. by the Nos. 13 and 15 [this numbering c!mnged after the 1886 earth- . -

‘quake] o1 the South' side of, :Queen Street in the City- of Chatle

less."" The building acquired from Saeportaw has been identifie

ston;,

4 .' measuring 29 fect 8 inches on Queen Strcct and 172 feet in depth more or*

dby,.

' }Bancroft and others as the: jail or. “Barracoon” (Portuguese for the slav-

ers” holding area on the west coast of Africa), the place .wheré slaves.

" ! weie kept:pridr to ' their sale'in’ Ryan’s Martat 6 Chalmers Street.
we have indicated above, slave sales appear to hive taken placein-
_Iosaunns_on.the.combme'&-property,-the—yard—er—'—‘lob—-a ;
the “Sales Rooms.” In-fact, auctions wére held at the sanie time at both '
yans_Lot_and in the” Sales‘Rooms—-Even harder tcrexplam—atf:rs -

" was the earliest adveértisement of an auction * ‘opposit

i June29 1856.7 While no staridard term was used before February 1859, .
§ '- “Tthe work “mart” does appear to have been, used fore frequently

than

.any other by the end of the first year of operation. Ryan himself seemsto

have adOpted it by January 1857, referring to'an auction he was to

hold -

3R bur mart, in Chalmers Strect. (5 What t picaning can@ve asgribe. to this."

“Humeérous: sales _could hkc phce e:mulhneomly? I sum, what

] R)%m s Mart?

hé deeds éxamined ’thus fnr show no bmldlng 'lt 6 ("halmen Strcet as -

LIRS

..'-of 1853 "An Ongmal Map of the C’lty of Chnrle#ton," dnwn 1852 nlso , -“.

# J?"
. nM(" T:10; pp: 4023, 1 . L
o nM(* A-13,p. 89, - - A =
. "M RMC, Y- -12, pp. .'sm—m ) "
m cne, Junc 29, 1856.." .' ~

"“CPC'jxm 14,1857.° Y

S
L

fade

‘Oné day prior tq this’ pp;chqsg, Rxan and Marqh acqmrcd the ad]om~ -_'_q,__
ﬁg ro erty to the north _putting together a single holdin L-sh'lpea

" “term “mait"? Wa¥it T huilding or 7 the niime‘dpplied to an'ghtire auttion ™ g
- '--'domplex cbnsntmg of buildings_ and, lots? Was it several pl’lces“tvhere‘ .

was .
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3 . lndicntes a vmzant Tot. " The‘Eat Audltors Ward Book for 1859 lists “L il s -
L, or lot to Quecn Street Eor Ryan s, property on Cbalmcrs Street.”\ Ana ‘ ,‘ —

e -\ = y J'_ akes purchascc >

) v St nll !hcre’l"wd Lmr picces or parcels of L:md herclmftcr dcrcrihcd to Wit, all that Lot of i
= g S - .' B “Tand witha Iarge double Brick tenement apd: Prick Kitchen Iouse, cmnpmca ot Two -~ .+
il b +*Lots now or. I'nrmcrly known by the Numbers Thirteen and Fiftéen-on the South sile of | ©
: ; Quccn Street in said City of Charleston, Measuring éach.Twenty Nine Eeet Eight Inches-
“~~on Queen Street, and OneHundred and Seventy Four Feet in depth fmm North to South, - e
, .. and Butting and Bounding together, to e North on Qiieen Strect, to the South on Lnn(fs s
© - .. . mowor I'nrmcrly of the German Fire Chnitpany, E. Thwing and a lot of Land heréinafter Sy
Rl T 7. described, to the West on Land now or fornierly of Estates Blum, and !lcnry Cabias, an
" : . o the East by Jands “also all that,other Lot of Land adjoining the,above dcs-
" .cribed Lotto the South and Fronting on Chalmers Street in safd City of Charleston; mens- - : g
_' + o~ uring.on Chalmeérs Street,”Nincteen Feet, Six liiches, hrid in dépth from North to South LR
" v -+ Sixty Nine Feet Six lnchce more or less, Buttmmmd Bounding tothe North on the lot almve ‘;_- AR
""“ . '_ -, mentioned, to the Edst 6 Land;now o' f‘ormcrly nf E Thwmg. nnd to lhc Wcst on Iand .
! '/',— mw of the Germarl Fire Company"‘ T S : i oo

. ”’-.‘ "“ ¥ All evrdenc‘e pomted to only a surmls'able qolution when the ]anuary ) ':
' 25 1859, adveértisemént nnnouncrng Rynn s, dee:rc, to sell hie property ‘,

-

was fou.nd to rcad-v; follows: ~~ . ’ o o &

: Co o g -" e Largc ‘Brick Building nnd Lot o
+ 1 Tl " - BY.THOMAS RYAN & SON,, - 5o . Ll
Wlll hc 'mld on Thursday next, 27t irist., at«lhc Dh ek l o Lo

_* . North side-of the Exchnnm'. atLll o clnck : i ot o,
- That LARGE.FOUR STORY BRICK BUILDING and LOT samatcd on the Toee o Tean

Sonth side of Quccn-st. opposite Philadelphia Street, and known- o e e e
~ia¢ Ryan's Marf_The Lat hasa larire front.on Quecn:street, and M S L
L - cxtends.to Chalrisers-street. There is also on lhc Lota lnrgc T : '
T e AF TwoSlnry Brick Kllchcn‘“ o : . -~_.."- R Mt

% .

P A

i

Rynn 5 Martw'ls nota bmldmg at6 Chilmers, forno such burldmg exist- . -

*~ed at this date; rather, it was the building which also cohtamed the jall -..
i the four-story “prison”so Vividly described by Coffin. Asa double four'-' g /
B f story tenement; there was ample room to house, dnplay, and scll s]n y '
A."- ;- thatis, to mcorpomte both the Barracoon (Coffin’ s “prison”) and sa
- rooms(Cofhin’s abrokerq offices;) within thersdine gtgucturerAucp'pu -
E ‘advertised at the’ yar(l and “lot” undoub'tedly took place cither in'tha . :
Bl courty:rrd of the “Sasportas” property. (conhmmg the kitchen bmldmg
': “anid the “small room adjoining the hall,” Coffin’s description, probably *
* identical with the bmlclmg Iater ldcntrﬁcd asa morhmry) to thc rear\of 5

S - g r - .
“p -- e ™ Map | tn b f“!lml at the Sau!h (‘-mﬂuﬂ istotical ‘ineﬂ-!)‘ wrider this mle & "z VoL

g SO 3 . *. (‘Il'lrlc':tnrr(‘mmly. 'l':l\ Aurhtnr. Ward Baok ], 1859, L ema Tt ot "“' S JJ" b e
v . = RMC, T-13, pp. 9297-98, These are the current dum-mium of. the (" lmhncrr ¢lr(‘t‘l e -
prnpcrty, vnmyc'd at this point as a ﬂ‘pnmlo mmllt-r parcel of land than it had heen in 1853 -
“and prior to'that date. | ' o8 G (R
. L ('DC.]un 25 1859, This is unrrn'lmmlﬂl by nuetion announe l‘lll('l'll‘i using the name | —. T
R “Ryan's Mart” through Janyury 1859, but only théname “the Murt in Chalmers Street” after’ B
: ﬂlls date (I'rum thé papers of Ilulmn Lce, Sotth (‘urnhn.l lllrlnriml 'mc{t'ty) . g F e
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" the Quéen Street bmldmg, or po&‘nblynmmesm tlicnarrow: paesageway———'——‘-':

.'would have been used for some of the larger auctions, having beenbut * s " | _
nineteen and one-half feet in width. Rather, it probably served moreasa '
n -';_ .7 - co¥ridor to the rear: entrance of the mart bu:]dmg and to-the adjacent-- .
7 P cpurtyard Chalmers Street was only a few stepsaway from Ryan’smain ~ - - -
—-———z)fflce-at-x,l%tateStreet“ (where a‘numberof bther- slave transactions————
..+« —occurred)and, thus, a loglcnl entranceway- to thc ﬁales complex (where '
» - " other types-of property were sold as well). - .
P A what poiit; then, do we: find'a slave mart ]ocated at6 Chalmers'i
S -'Strcet? At some time.before 1867, Oakes" property was transferred to .
John Fraser &-Cexthe Livérpool- based shipping and tradipg concern, \
- with T D. Wagner.as its local agent, and to Fraser, “Trenholm & Co., =~ ',
_f-_"~ . %vith W. L. Trenholin as its resident partner. In 1867, the United States- s
: _government-presented- a-Bill-of: Gomplaint ajgainst’ John Fraser, cta)., i TR
“the_U.S. Circuit Court for the District of South Carolina, for reasons'- .
-, imknown,’ though probably connected with wartimé comm®xce anidre- * . |
" lated I¥sses by Northern interests: A decision harided down;on February - -
199, 1868, assigned all property | heéld by both companices to James Robb of
New‘York and Charles'Lowndes of Clmrlcqton, as trustees of:the court.,
““It then'y was aérbed “that all suits now'pending: . . . shall be stayed” antil .
$uchtimeas the court designated. In pur§uance of this action,a defailed » "
dgscnphon of all property was, made. Rcchrded in thls lmtmg were i

v

* . allthose two Lots of land with' llle Buildmgc theércon Sitnate lymu and bcmg on theSauth -
,Side of Quieen Strecl—Menmrmg on Quccn Street twenty nine feet eightinches (29 [t 8 in)
“edch and frem North to Sout undrod-and-Seven .
Tound North on Queen Stréct South on l:mde of the Gérman Fir¢ Company, E. Thwing -
;lnd Lot lereinaf| ter described Weston landnow or formerly of Estate of | Blumandﬁcnq.-___.1___
Cobia #ind East ori:land — ~'*———"""also Tof adjoining abowve to the South frontingon "~ = "4
Chalmets Strect-on said Street nlnclccﬂ feet six inchm (19 ft 6 in) depth North to South T Te
A Ie v Sixty nirie feef six inches [69 l'th) Bounding North onahate Lnl Enston |nnd now or Intc
Wi 5 E Thwing West an*Land of German Fire Cnmpﬁny S gy
'+ i Valued as per Schedule. © LA Psns-ouom

H“’ i Fmauy,,m 1873, the

4

e B

Aurtrul dthat tlle ro ert w-u'tobe §old atauc- ,

L
L gt boant

t was at this pomt ﬂnt ‘the two prevumc!y scmntc propcrhee were

g ) i GRPPLASPREN o .,_ g, . N . ,-_. . ,_. Sy
s e 4 c" T fa ,_'Yj:z e

- Mcnnt npd'l mnhull Charleston Directory . ... 1859 (("hnrlcctnn 1859), -183. The |
huifdingw extant, asare a handful of others where il canbe t!t-nmmtr'tl(‘d that slaves w ere
mld anan ncc’mnnnl basis. @ . L -

. W RMC, K-15, pp: 1, 10 oy ; § IR

.y l i Co. /ﬁah-n Valuahle ﬂmi E; vmtf'/l ivf and Dr-— :

LT, :
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"l: . at 8:Chalmers Street.-It would appear less likely: that this sriiallér area . FRRon

e
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'.'_ o~ § . ‘..

T . again scpamted' as Clnrlee L Carringtoi’s Eurch-me of 6 Chalmers be-

ol .. * ' 'came final on Fe ruary he acqulr_d

e b oo AI]Jhe ‘Lot piece or [mrccl of Lnnd mhm!c, Iynu, rand being on'the norlh mlc of Chalmers .

e . Street in the City of Chatleston and State aforesaid measuring and mnlmnmg in front oh

iz .+ " said Street ninctéen fect six inches (19 ft 6 in) and in depth Sixty nine feet six inches (69 ft8
: ! =’ in) b the said diméndions more or less—Butting and Bounding to the North on land for,

R —-—----~—merly -of the said:Estate of John-Frasér & Co but lately sold to =

" . Chalmers Streetaforesaid East on I:md now or late of E. Thwing, -md \\’csl oniand ofthe’

T

Dennis. ONc:]I simi : ]
3,285: .

; .

. g _ All those two lol: of land w |lh I)mltlmm lhcrctm (I'cmr story l)m.k lmmc) xllunlc nn(l lying

& - . and being on thie South side of qu'n Street measuring an Queen Street filty nine feet four

' - . inches and from Narth to Soutli in depth one hundred and seventy four feet Bounding

“‘North an Queen Street, South on‘lands of the Germin Fire Company, E. Thwing, and _

Charles L. Charrington, West on lnndw: now f)r'fnrmcrly of tlle Estates of Blum ane llenr}'
Cohn and East on I'md of. ... %" : e .

¢ mrod lhc rvm'undor of ﬂid complcx for

5 In a mulhpqrty suit mvdlvmg Carrmgrtnn m 1877 Dcmm O’Neill pur-

. chased the Chalmers Street property vrdered sold by the Ch'lrlestorb\

" 'County Court of Common Pleas, thcrvby reuniting the complex for the.. * "

' ,hst time. Slgmhcantly, something new was added to the deed not for-
: .mcrly contained in any relating to this property. For $600, Dennis

- O'Neill bought.“all that Lot of Land with the Bmld.mge thercon on the
" iiorth side of Chdlmers. Stregt, Mcasuring Nincteen (19) feet six (6). .
. ' - _:’inchesin front by Slxty nine (69) foet six (6) inches¥ndepth; bounding

=3

South-in’ *—‘—"—“‘—'—'—

g Ccrman Flrci'.‘.ngme(‘,ompany o T S . g A 4 .

- .

A L
& s

* 3 : - ‘_"nortb—ou IandtoﬁuhmFrmerﬂﬂﬂ'CUﬁﬁwﬁy'SﬁmmCﬁﬁ!‘_mer sotreet,. -
RS ', « _ Easton land-mf E. 'I'hwmgand We':t(m land of theGerm'm I"lre Engine :

Comp'mv’
- 7.7+ Canwe then d:;tc t‘hc Ol(l Slavc Mart bu:ldmg to thc permd between
. e * 1875 &nd 18777 The s.of Charleston lists Z. B. Oakes as the .
. * owneriof a brick “Slave Mart” atnumber 8 Chalmers. Several printer's
- . errors appear throughout- thWn]qmc—apmrcntly .lc'::mmhn;,r for tlm
1% : ‘misuse.of 8 rather than 6 (,probab]c source of Miss Wilson's error)—-r
: " which Tists Oakésas the ownerof an tiodaiDied Biick strutufe’at thie
-, ..lattér address.* How are we to explairi this contradictory evideitce? Tax *

* records dippear to corrolorate the-existence of a structure of some kind
durmg the Fraqcr-C-trrm;..ton periods of ownership, the value of which.
fluctuated with economic ¢oriditions until it was assessed, in 1 875, at*

. $400 fof lind and “house.” The dimensions of the building are given as 19

- N .. e ‘ > - o . -w -
Ca NMC l’ﬂ rp. “337-38,
MG, §-16, pp. 102-1,

@ IMC, G-17, pr. 219-21 .
M Ct'n'm\' of the Citif of C&R{( wwhom, 1861 (Charleston, 1881), p.'5
o (‘lﬂﬁ i ml‘(',u_unl}' " Audﬂur Ward Dook 1, 1871-1879, n.p.

T - .

i B PRI ‘,J - _’,.-_ PR ecal ,.-__:(, <

] fcct byﬁg fcet Sl whlch if Bancrnf t'steference to the building's'dépthim L+~ .

4.
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the'1920s as anlny feetis correct, “ must refcr thhc lot ci?c——\mlesfthc -
present building has undergone several metamorphoseq since 1875, or .
even ssince 1881, when the plat for Ward IlI was drawn, showingabuild- -, -~ |
- ing occupying the eritire lot and with a facade of the present shape. ¥ Just -
_to complicate matters, a “Bird’s Eye View of the Clty of Charleston, * .
South Carolina,” drawn in 1872, shows no building east of The Germian -

~—Tire House at6 Chalimrers: ‘While the use of suchevidenceis risky; it
does pomt atleast to the insubstantial nature of the structiire at that loca-
Buildin '

rs Street edificeas

A search of petitions in the Procccdmgq of the Charleston City Coun-
c1l submitted by those seeking permission to build, expand, or in some
way change a structure finally slied light on this problem. Z. B. Oakes
had acquired the auction complex on February 1, 1859. Busiriess at the
site continued undisturbed over the next few months——qn fact, it was

never better. This may have prompted Oakes to petition the Council orf
. 9 9, “for leave to insert, in the cast wall of the German Fire _
ompany s housc in Chalmers-street, the roof timbers of a shed he is’ L
about erecting for an auction mart, Reterred to the Committee on Brick. - P
“and Wooden Buildings;to confer withthe Board of FireMasters.”® Thie
Committee 'IQDTOVC(! the use of the Fire House, but modified Oakes’
plan. oy . ,
AR — -
Thc(‘nmmnttcc on Brick and Wooden Buildings, to whom was referred the: petitionof Mr, gl
7. B. Qakes, with instructions to confer with the Board of Fire Masters, would beg leave

respectiilly fo reportthat thoy ave hiad a conteronce witha G mmittec of that Toard, ant.
"" they have unanimously come to the conclusion to recommend to Council, that Ieaw- be

. H

granted-Mr=Oakes-to insert-Brick Trisges-in-the-East-wall-of-the German-Fire- Enginé——
(‘mnpany s [Touse, for the purpose of sipporting the roof timbers of the shed he is erect-"

ing, churing the pleasure of Council, and to be removed at any timd when desired by them,
wnhnul cost to the cnty 51

. .’_ N

-

8 Bancroft, Slauc Trading, . 170 .
-+ . Found at the Charleston City firduwvﬁ: O : ;
- Drawn and published by C. Drie, l872. .m(| fo m(l in the Smllh (‘.u’ulln.l llnmm.ll T
‘ivmv!y . . -
® Foudd at !ho Charleston City Archives.”
“ Procredings, July 19, 1859 (CDC, Inly 21, 1859).
M I'mccrdmm. Aug. 2, 1859 (CDC, Aug. 5, 1859). There is a discrepancy between tradi-
tion and fact regrading the German Fire Cotiipany and its engine hoyse. Few rvcnrdw . .
remiin [rdm this volunteer company, operating under city nuspices aml Mnanvind nssist-- -
ance. Plagques on the building record its being “Institated” in 1830, presunyibly hegun 3
("German Fire Company™) 1831, and “Incorporafed” 1833, These dates are apparently @ "
errancous. On Augnst 24, 1838, Ken Boyee sold alot of land to the eity (RMC, V=10, p. 332)
onwhich was constructed a fife house lor use by the GG serman Fire Company (Proceedings,
Dee. 3, IR CDC, Dee. 5, 183) of “recent formution,” though still swithowt n charter on :
April 6, I&'“l(."rmuf"m._v.Apr 0, 183,000, Apr..18, 1839), On December 28, 1849, o o
pelition for & nia fire house was submitted to the City Council by the German Fire Engine d
*— mp«my (Pmrrrdhl;,c. I)u, 24, IHvI‘I CDC, Dee. 'll 1849). I)m ussion continued for .
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sg'[l:r.é'— "‘hlswasth!‘“SI Mart m L.othn seye-w:tncss accdunt. tWhlfc othe - o5 =
78 or - L r“sheds” of the’ p,enod were merely fraines suppor‘tmg"! roof, afford- R
, Id- ~ . mg protection from sun and Tain, Ogkes built a more substantial strue- ~ . . 7.

“ yust’ : . = tureforhis thrlvmgbusmess. Coffm sdescnptions_tatesxtsdtmensmnsns, A
ston, © *. -approximately 60 feet by-20 feet, though in actiiality it probably éx- ~ - ..
1 dan -~ .+ .ended for an additional nine feet in length, having made use of thewall - = "7,
| —it— «___bnclosing- the.yard.dd[accnuo—Ryan-s-Marl/Ianl—for—thawanof-the shed,—-—w———
loca- . - .+ .. itsdoorhavingled info this yard and bcyonq ittoft] Barracoon Coffin, ok
s ond? o Mhowever, fails to draw a completepicture of the shedl’s facade, beyond s
N g . +,. . itsiron gates, sign, and gilt star. Forthis we candraw upona’contempor: e Y g
v .+ ary strucfure, also érected for commercial use. We:know thiat a “shéd
i ! “was constructed in several stages during the 184Qs'a’ extensiorns of the - .
« me . < . .. public market: The extant rear of its final extension located on.Market: = _:
Jakes | . = "4 Strectand East Bay consists of two columns’ connected by an interven: - PR
atthe - ‘.- ingbrick archway. This is.the general shape of the front of the present TR
P 7 muséum building. The basic difference between the. two structuresis . 7'
¢ et i S _{yllstlc. Where the réaf entrance to.the market is an undistinguished flat RN
1 Fire ' rick thGShvc Mart columns are octagonal. It appears that when con- "]‘ I
Coist - etructed (probably.asa part of the required,“Brick Trusses” in 1859), it = "« v~ '

I dok 2% = . _’; . was made to blend architecturally with the building from which it. . = . *

"'I‘he ; T " ;sought support, the mty-owncd German Fire Engine House, whichwas =~ = . .-
yakag' ; similarly framed by two octagonal colurnns, made of brickand having a PR

P > stuécoed ﬁ'lcade Four additional brick coluins are to be foind upon g
ST M e .+ examining the interior of the present structure. These descend in height ¢ - "= | »~
;,“,mv';__ g A7 1 w0 {two on the cast, two'on the west) as they move away from the facade,: i
O ~. . mdicating a pitched roof of a height lower than the present stqtcture, S oo
« ebe . ... stopping m:dway up_the extant_wal[s._Beams pr:obahly_mn-from the-fa —
f:g::._ T " cade to.the redﬁ ¢ wall, resting'on the‘:e pll]are, with planks phccd across o
. T __the beams to cteatearoof. -~ > .. ) L

v - . The presencc'ofa ‘shed” explam-: the “haquse™ {a g gcnenc term}o‘i-a

'._.. structure of any kind} listed in the Tax War Book during the Frascr- st e G5
e s el Cnrrmgton periods. It ilso ekplains the use of the single term “Mart” in.... ‘_'-"-_ :
iy ., .newspaper.a ye:‘tnementc'uftcr'thmsluad S cpnstruction J{gwe\?er. ons ro {
' “\T L ¢ “Noveimber Ig 1860, Wilbur' & Sons opened“a “new. ind co‘tﬁrﬁodicus o i
‘"’"‘““I, : TR ,ABro'l‘."ers Exchange*‘bmldmg 4.". supplying a.long felt want among . umd
B . +".- . Brokers fof.a'mart for the sale and disposal of Bonds and Stocks, Real~ -
e B ! Eetate and- -Negroés.”* Ainong those cclebrating, even purchasing a~ =~ .
atddle .. .”-_'_'_._. - bnnner for theocc'mon, was Z. B Oaqu.”-!\fterthwdnfc. wec'mnotbe o0 T
i‘ ::sdl‘ . '-"'. o .+ « some tithe, Wie suggostion of mnvingmnhr;.er plotat nnnlhcrlucallnnnladr_(l’rqcﬂ'd- pomghedl i
Yo : '_ 4 * “Ings, Miy 20, 1850;:CDC; May 22, 1850) and rpjeeted (Procecdingy, May, 10, 1850; ¢ DG, :

e o . . ]m‘ncﬂ 1850). On Mnrch]l 1851, the cjfy pirrchased an adjoining plot to the Chalmers |
“c.;'.m’; . Slrcot]:mpcrty(“MC. L-11, |l.50) I!yjum-nl'llmt ymrcon'clrutlinnqnlhoncwhrgor ﬁrc_, b By
t‘ i © e howse hadd hidgim (Pmtt-r'i!!nm.]unol() 1850; CC, June 13, 185))-Damnged ln'thvmrlh- L
s n; ) ke of 1886, it was abandened for nnew I'ucililynllh(-wrm'rnf Mecting and®W eént®orth iy
1849, 0 T . Strééts. On November 11, 1801, the fire honse nt H.('lmllm rs ‘»lrt*ul was saltl to ﬂw(‘nmlhm _ o
Ehnftiie + 5 g 1 “Light Inl'nnlry fﬂMC, l'-2l, P 70) - “ : . a o ,
i+ Vfor = QDG Nov !0 fsm ) e -t B =i . -
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~—"—'—"cermmwheth‘er tife“Mart in Chalnerébtreet"refers toNo: 8or mNo-z—/ e

“Qakes’ shed arid the museum building? It can be demonstrated with- -
*- "reasonable certainty that the front portion of the museum buildingand -

' passageway to Ryan's Mart and its courtyard The rear of the shed, the'

. CIVIL W,Aﬂ IIISTOHY

Wilbur & Sons Exchange. Add to this the knowledge that slave sales
were now going on at the north and south corners of State arid' Chalmefs
__.‘Streets; out of doors, and at several-locations on: State Street itself, and -
T weare Ieft wlth a picture of a busy mart running up State from Broad .

. Streét to the dorner of Chalmiers, and then*tlown to number 6, on both:.
- sides of the street, with Oakes’ place of business (the entire  complex) but

'one ‘of anumber of ldcahons used for the sale of slaves:53 Coffihatteststo

_ this. For how long these sales taok plice at Oakes’ complex we do not .

know. We know only tli_gt slave auctions'ended at ilie “Mart in Chalmers
Street”.in. November-1863. This would explain the rifled state of the *

uilding in 1865, having becn abindoned for over a year. ‘
What, then, can-we say with certainty about the relation between

so mm
»

the exposed front four pillars are of antebellum origin, as are the “Brick -
Trusses .of a shed erected for slave auctionsona lot previously usedasa

yard’s wall, disappearcd after Bancroft’s visit in the carly part, of this e
f:c‘tury—-the present rear wall having been crected when the building =, L

*was extended some 22 feet in the,1920s. The west wall, shared by the
Fire House, rernains today as it whs.then. The east wall's origin, how- . | -
ever,’ necess:tated further docllmcntm'y searching, which at the same.

time uncovered evidénce thatd Lappears to substantiate much nf what we

* had concluded from otler sources. - ° . “

-, Areport by the archatectan

P

~_ing ata on't s p property__,__ s

,_' 6/North Side Ch-nlmcrs/ D.O'Neill, Storc/ Bnek {buildmg] /Tin[ Roql]/ 35[Feet Long] / N =
" 20([Feet Widc] / 22 [Feet ll:gh] / [Condition of Walls] [North] Boarded/ [South) Partition -

’ -was an open pmsngt‘way. nnd was honrded in fnr lcnemont purposes.® ] )

. -_T)utldmgsdevelopn‘nen’t”'theori ina_ ‘ féin.cal d-'. ‘-‘I <.

Boarded/ [East] Cracked/ [West) Division/ [Comlltmn of Chimney or Flues] Good, This

-~ ..

An ex{remely significant documeq% ét pon}tq to the nqxt stage in.the - , ¢ '

.’ property reverted essentially to its original configuration, that of a pas-

romt is front wall, at some time after 1865, the .. .

e

sageway to the maim area “of the Ry'm s Mart ‘compiev. The west wall

' shared 1th theFire House,. to which'some of the | Bnck Trusses” (the A ", Y

‘facade and the two west pill'm) were arichiored, was intacl; and i cast - - .
wall, made of bnck ( hwmg "Crnckcd ) had been added at the timeof

™ (‘l' mimernus mlw riise lm‘nls Inf DC, 1859- mm T
CMAVL L Parkins nnd Fred S2Stewart, lmpu.lun Record of E qphqrmh Drmm,,n ; ¥

7 (Charleston, 1886), pA3.
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e 'he—-boardmg—1Hhs-alsvhkely‘th‘tt‘thﬁvngmal roof had b,een taken B
e .'down in the closing days of the Civil War or during Reécoristruction when .- © .

». wood was sorely néedéd, in which case the tin réof hiad probably been T a2 g
; . ,;idded when the strucfure ~was convérted into a tenement. . : 5 s, k)
; All this woould explam thie fact'that not until Dennis O'Neill purchase
e FoaE “thie property in 1877 is.a ‘building 'mentioned in.h deed: Appareritl

.. Charles Carringtoh was responsible for the comtruhhonnﬂhelenemmf

' -',,'_'.,3_ -appearing in Ban&roft shows a similar o:lctugn)”’5 and adding sin east wall, '-':‘_-

g . T l'mproveEl' CH. arleston, and the Sanborn Insurance Map of 1888.based

ath Chalmers Strect by enclosing the facade (whose presentappeéarance
"may be atrué rejiroduction of qurmgton waork, as a 1907. photogriph™ .

| * & new roof] and a. ch:mnqy or flue: T he tax records appear to confir
" this, as the asscssed value of the proporty ]umpcd from'$400 in 1875 1908

3 a

8So0, too, does the plato ;themapof miterially
* . uponits? ('1 his last 1 map, however, failed to refléct the shortening of the”
‘ - building by 1886—having used the 1881 plat book as its model.-Anew.
- .. rear wall,and perhapsa sef:‘ond new roof, were app1rently added when -
. . O'Neill converted the stricture mtn a shop for himself; as indicated by
& 0 . 'theecarthquakée rcport ) The city d:rcctoncq point. toﬁ Chalmers Street’s -~ ©
| ", -having been * boarded in for tenement purposcs.” As late as the 1875- 'y . -
Co . 1876 edition, no mention is made of 6’ Chalmcrs Street. Preeum'lbly, it =T
- | was vacant. Not until 1878 do we r enahts.5 - e
' On its way to becoming the Old Shve Mart Muscum, 6 Chalmers
A Street undérwerif several more changes in ownership and occpancy.
The Clnrlcqton County Courtvf Common Pleas ruled against Dennis 'ﬁ'
. —6 *Neill;ordering his property to be sold at auction; on January 24, 1899,
John C, Simonds paid $520 for “all that Lot of land_with. the_bmldmg
1" ‘thereon situate’ lying and bcmg on the North side of Chalmers Street in- _
e the City of Charléston Sta.tc aforesaid meas‘urmg Nineteen (19) feet six : _' -
» . -'(6)inchesinfron ﬁ)y Sixty nine (69) feet six (6) inches in depth Bounding = -
North on'lands 6f John Fraser & Company South on Chalmiers Street
o © " castor ]andc of E Thwing and West orrhnde of the Germ'm Fire Engine ’
g ---.Co‘m any.” ' i ' )

'. L _in, -During this. period ownership changed hands, as when E liznbeth s
B*\kcr putchased 6 Chalrhers.on October 16,1917, f :
' ,I‘o owmgupon iw W:lmr{cpubln 1ed Strolls, the city d:rectory lnt-

-~ . .

¥ o - ok 1 el ot
R T S Y L At
- Ry B’mcroﬂ Slave Tmrﬁng. plmlngrnph !'ncmgp 170 . "" .

5 Clatleston County, T'ax Autlltnr, Ward Book 1, 1875-1876, n.p». %
5T Charles sston Sanborn Insurance Mayy, 1848, 1, 11 oy \
™ Sholes' Directory of the City of ('hmh ston ((‘lulrlt ston, 1878), |l '377 \ :
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: ClVlL WAR HISTO“Y

e ed—he bu:ldmg at Gcﬁalmere As "The S]ave Mart" for the First tlme. éven P
~ 1o though the auto repair shop coritinued to ocecupy it for another year.®2- .
s Three years later, the Slave Mart was the sale namelisted at6 Chalmers,. | =
- , already an accepted landmark. In 1938 Miriam Wilson exhibited a bill - ™"~
~"of complaint in The Charleston County Court of Commoti Pleas against - - K
. ‘Mary Baker. The court ordered the real estdte to be sold, and on March: -
© 9, it was'purchaséd by Miss Wilson.® Severai mgnth_]atet,a[teuestora-
" tion was compfeted the Old Slave Mart Murseum opened to the public.
kI Her

vl dec ed the S : ! inet Ny
405 ’; terms of the gift. It then passed to the Vestry and Wardens of St. Paul’s.”
“ . .. Church_Radcliffeboro, which had in the meantime merged. with St. o
a0 , Luke’s Church in-April-1951-The-present GWiiers 'md 'directois; Iudf{‘h“ o
w By " Chase and- Louise Graves, frierids of Miss Wilson, ncmured a lease for - ' :
e & I eChurchinan effort to continue its founder’s work. : N
N R O +om = ey pai Tor much more than merely “all that . e
R S .lot of Tand with the buildings thereon™™ S T
» w7 There can be no question, that 6 Chalmiers Strect is hwtorlc'llly 'ilgﬂlfl- -
- cant, worthy to be designated as such by the Nation Register, though
. with modifications in its description and history ds detailed above. That - _
- .portlon of thé- present structure which is almost certainly of antebellum.
~ origin stands upon ground made sacred by the travail of thosé who -
4'-. *-passed over itinbondage. They;the ground they walkéd, and thé struc:
' . ture théy occupied are an important part of America's llentage—whlch = %

" must be grotected by !hMLcc_Oﬂnsmuanutmcv CLon i e
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