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Do You Know Your Charleston ?
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A'r TOP—A VIEW OF FENWICK HALL as it eppears “today.
Photo by, Wanng) Below, as it looked:before the restora ion.

Fenwick Hall
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Many Years, Restored by Mr and Mrs b
Morawetz as Lowcountry Home

.| lina's most colorful earlyfamilies,
| 200-year-old Fenwick hall on John's
island now is the residence of Mrs.
| Victor |A. Morawetz who, with her
;| late husband, restored the residence
{and developed the grounds so that
| once again- it takes a preéeminent
| place among the fine homes of the
| South . Carolina Lowcountry..
- An additional -interesting feature
is the cactus. garden, ‘the pride and
joy of Mr. Morawetz, who brought
the ‘desert plants across the coun-
v-from .the arid Southwest.. . .-
The 'story:of, Fenwick hall is told
|in “Plantations; of' the ‘'Carolina
Lowcountry”, i+ by’ ' Samuel . G.
| Stoney," edited by Albert Simons
| and_Samuel Lapham, which' is to be
| published this fall by.the Carolina
| Art: association. - The. . :book . will
have an introduction by John Mead
Howells, New York architect .who is
- winter : resident of Charleston,
nd photographs by Bemamm J.
Lubschez and Frances Ben;amm

This plantauon houSe mar]
followed :'the ,Propnetary govern-
: t

““The house also sign
ival  at. a. considerabl

: - Bearmg the name of one of Caro-
1

‘| elder brother - to -

an mterestm famd.y"' the " book
continues: "Robert Fenwick, one of
the ‘Red Sea Men’, who upon their

arrival in Carolma on the privateer|*

Loyal Jamaica, were bonded to be<
have themselves ‘during - their -s0-
journ, came of ' a good, sometimes
prominent, : county ‘family. in  Eng-
land. John Fenwick followed his
the . province,
where ‘he shortly prospered ex=
ceedingly - in _business, -in pohf.lcs.
in_war, and in marriage.)’ -

By 1721, John Fenwick owned
the plantat;on on, the Storio and’ in
1730 is said to have.replaced a lo;

‘| for. ‘half ‘a’ century,”

1787 Mr Stcmey wntes, tbe second
Edward sold out to- his cousin and
neighbor, John Gibbes, who seems
to have ‘added the northern wing
with octagonal ends and to. bhave
built. the ' small portico. shown 'in
the ‘accompanying -picture ' made
before the restoration. The more
delicate woodwork is of white pine
and the heavier panels, carvings
and’ moldings of cypress,
“Romances have battened to an
extraordinary . extent on’ the: hot~
blooded ' tribe .that held' this house
Mr. Stoney
writes. “‘The  Fenwicks : gave . food
for.. legend, but fancy bas dutrun
fact, swith '~ both . them and their
buildings. “Typical - of this over-~
growth is the legend of an under-
ground passage’ (almost as common
an - attribution to any Lowcountry
house ‘as a ghost): that ‘led, -accord=
ing to the stories, ‘from  the deep
English basement of Fenwick hall

down to the Stono. It was, of course.

designed "for the “escape, possibly
necessary, of any desperate charac-
ter’and, in its more ambitious. ver-
sions, was designed so lavishly that
a boat could be hidden in its river
end. In: "fact, . however, all. this
dwindled -pitifully _to- the- propor-
tions of . a servxceably large . drain,
through which :a not too large boy
might creep ‘without great ‘discom-
fox;t to’ d.lslodge the carcass of a
cal )
One of the most ersxstent stories
of ‘Fenwick hall is' that the Fen-
wicks used it as a dish'ibuhon
depot for pirates’ booty. " -

Of late ryears it fell ‘into rm.ns,
and became- a. favorite place for
young boys .and . other = vénture-
some - spirits -to go - exploring.. ‘The
house’ was little more than a shell
when_ Mr. ., and 'Mrs, ‘Morawetz re-

‘stored " it,” with great regard for

architectural - tradition. In a sep-
arate building is a swimming pool
supplied.  with ﬂltered sa]t water
from ' the Stono. . -

"Unlike . ‘many of the Nortbem

house “with .the central . portion : of
the present Fenwick hall.
Two-storied - brick flankers were
added about 1750, the book says, by.
Edward Fenwick, John’s son, the
northern” one .being

garage. The southern one, no longer
standing, was a stable for a string
of - thoroughbreds . celebrated . in
American turf history.:

Vused as coach]
‘house . -and_ stable.. It now is the|.

‘As ‘the ‘result of a law |

residents, Mr. and . Mrs. ‘Morawetz
made a practlce of passing. the en-’
tire “spring and-.much ‘of the sum-
mer at their estate. Many notable

visitors. have been: guests t.here. it

‘Funeral Notices - -
MABCHAN’I'—The relatives :ndﬂ'iznds

1. Marchant “are - m-
vited to attend. his -

Monday at 11 a. m. at.St. Paul's Meth-
‘odist church, - Orangeburg; : Mr. . Mar-
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ctest. of -a wave of. prosperity ' that

chant died "Saturday mght. 2




