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The twu resldemes at 44 and 46
Qum St appear to have been built
sometime befween 1796 and 1802 by
Abraham Sasportas, a French-born
Jewish merchant.

. Sasporfas bought the site of- the
two houses on Aug. 3, 1796, from
Alexander Edwards and his -wife,
Mary HcPhersx}n Des.aussure Ed-
wards.

’memteofﬂaetwnhmlseswas part
of a larger traet, consisting of two
lots, each measuring 40 feet in front
mE ch t‘stthi-?Est ! mnﬂ

ach o large ots appa A
had a single house on it in 179, as
éach is described as having a single
occupant. The easternmost lot-was
“occupied by Mrs. ‘Patton,” iwhile

the westérnmost lot was “occupled :

by Mr. Thomas Elfe.” -7 ‘=&~ -3

Elfe would havebeenTﬁomﬁ*Elfe
Jr., as his more famons father;
Thomas Elfe, cabinetmaker; had
died in 1775. The younger Elfe was
alst a furniture maker.

Buildings on the lots were possibly
some wooden structures depicted on
Petrie’s fire insurance map of 1788.

ent buildings at 44 and 46 Queen.
After his purchase of the large
lots, Sasportas apparently construct-
ed. four houses, of which the build-
ings at 44 and 46 Queen are the only
survivors.
Sasportas apparently built the .
as investments, as there isno
evidence that be lived in any of
them. City directories list him at
various locations in the city, includ-

‘ing 14 and 15 Queen 5t., a double
tulemeut

on the south side of the
Mmlm,sﬂdmehmse

\mwtnuwnasHQm&nSttﬂtbe

trustees of William Shaw. and his
price was 1,866

Pounds, 13" shilings, - four

pence,
Stg:ﬁng,apﬁceinﬂicatingtheaﬂsﬁ

ence of a substantial mhlre.

_ As the bpilding at.46 Queen shares
common chimneys with 44 Queen, it
is evident that both. huﬂdmgs &ate
Iruﬁrgthesagehme, SaS

rabam aspnﬂas,huﬂﬂernfthe
structires, was born in the 1750s in
Bordeaux, a Sephardic Jew -whose
an-::ﬁtnrs had fled the Iberian Penin-
sula_ because of religmus persecu:
tion. ’

Sasportas was in Charlestown b}r
1778, when he married Rachel Da-
Gusta, daughter of Isaac DaCosta, a
merchant of the South Carolina ecify,
and his wife, Sarah Piemienia l.'Pl-
mento) DaCosta.

In the same year, Sasportas was
among ‘‘transient Persons™ who
signed an oath of allegiance to the
new _State:’of South- Carolina, :al-
thmgh the uath invoked:the: “Hul?

gelists” and: affirmed - Protes-

.tant’ {!Ensﬁanﬁ:jr-m _tbedpt&re{r
CRRORE S R a Badl HIEE o
: ﬂﬂerthafaﬁ nfﬁﬂ:ariestuwn:tu!he

British in- 1780, many of the city’s
Jewish merchants went to Philadel-
phia where they were founders of
Mikveh Israel Congregation. Abra-
ham Sasportas was among them.

He:returned -to Charleston after -
== the Eeﬂ;ulupun andreestablished
5 7 merchant - Duringithe

portas was the agent for French
pmateerswhosaldmemprmesm
Eh&ﬂesbnnand

1803, Sasportas married Char-
Iuﬂ:eﬂanter a daughter of Jacob
Canter, amchantnfna:markand
SLCmiLSumeumeaﬁerlm‘? he
left the city, possibly retorning at

;.I;za:um tuFrame,Wheuhedwdm

At his death, Sasportas’s estate

mdudadhisdaﬂ:}etmementatu-

and 15 Queen St, a mansion or
‘Hutel”inPansmdammtryﬁ—
tate pear Bordeaux. He haﬂoﬁ
viously disposed of all his
Charleston property including 44
Queen’s sister structures.
Forty-four and 46 Queen St. are

- three-and-one-hali-story structures

of Stuccoed brick, with individual hip
. ) =

rmfs Fnrt_y-su retains a’tile mut
whj]e 44 has a tin replacement. .

- The exteriors of the two sl:mr:u.ires
are simply- finished, the major ori-
gmaldemratwemuhf on each struec-
ture hemg a ::haste mrmne of hric]r
dentils. '

After the twu struchn'es antemd
sq;arate -ownerships, their. facades
were given different treatments:

After "1819, when John Schirer
i

iron balcony wi
ized initials, T S "asa dmurauve
element.

Subsequentiy, wmduwmrmm in
amﬁermtstﬂemeachu[ﬂmtﬁu
houses, were added to -the Queen
Street facades. A doorway in the

. lowerrightbay of 44 Queen (recently

restored as a-window) also had a
IQLﬁ-centnry Itaﬁanate cornice.

‘of the strm:ture
the basement of 4 Queen reveal
handj d-hewn joists,” walls of Charles-
ton grey and orange red bricks laid
in English bond, and arched fire-
place foundations of grey brick. The
first floor is set close to ground level,
over an excavated basement, the
site being on relatively high ground.

The floor plans of the two stroc-

;__'tllruareo[ﬂt:;te Charleston single-
.~ house type, with two primary rooms
-._'F ﬂeﬂmofthelm,Sas— P

- were less substantial than the pres-

to a‘fleor, separated by a central
hallway.

Interior decorative details of 44
‘Queen are in the Federal style, with

many elements apparenfly dating
from a remodeling some 15 or 20
years after the house’s comstruction.

In the rear vard of 46 Queen are
two brick. one extend-

. ingnorthward to the rear of the main

bullding; -the. other extending east
-aiad- west along the back of . lot.

._~mthemry=rﬂﬁuﬁtmm

remains -of ‘two brick

which corresponded; in mirror rev-

‘erse, to the outbuiidings at 46 Queen.
- Forty-four Queen is cuzrrently the

home of Mr. and Mrs- Frank W.




