CARRERE ROBERTSON HOUSE OLD
91 Ashley Avenue
c. 1898

Mrs. Frances Carrere Robertson bought the site of the house from in 1898 and the
City Ward Books (tax lists) show a doubling of the value of the property shortly
afterwards indicating that a house was built. She and her husband James, the president
of an insurance company, lived there until he died in 1934 and she sold the property
only to return as a tenant in her final years.

The house is a frame two story Queen Anne style of Victorian architecture. The
exterior faced with the type of weatherboading called German siding.

Charleston housebuilding tradition placed the piazzas on the south side while
the house entrance is on the opposite side of the main bay and is shaded by a small
portico with fluted square posts, a dentiled cornice and shingled pediment.

Multiple windows give the dwelling an airy lock and the large rooms reflect the
Victorian love of space.
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By LQROﬁERT P. STOCKT'ON

* Built as. the héme of an upper mxddle
‘ gl s family, the house at §1 Ashley Ave,
L)
“handsomeress, -,
Iifiabited - until -a: few years ago, the

. holi¥% is' now vacant. Its doors‘are open,

its Victorian mantelpleces have heen

i

“thecome  a spectre ‘of 1ts former‘

removed and the entire structure is Sllp-

: pm‘g‘ itito decay

Iromcally, the degeneratlon of the
. hogxs,e has taken place while the neighbor-

" hood around it, part of historic Harleston -

Vlllage has been experlencmg regenera~
.‘tmn

: ‘Mrs. Frances Carrere Robertson
bought the site of the house from Henry

B. Jennings for §1,675 on Feb. 26, 1898, :

‘City Ward Books (tax lists) show~

doublmg of the value of. the property-

diring the period 1898-1902, indicating

“that a house was built on the lot shortly -

. aftes. Mrs, Hoberfson's purchase.
' Robertson s house is two stories

ing, Which first appeared in use inthe
1890s.

Charleston houSebmldmg tradition was

= followed: in placing piazzas on the south

- “side-of the house, but thehouse entanceis

on'the opposite: _su:ie of the main bay, and

me,-the exterior faced with the type .
of weatherboardmg called German sid- -

[ Yo Churgsont |

: shadéd by & small portico with fluted

square - ‘posts, a-“dentiled cornice and

_ shingled' pediment. : v
o The dentiling -eontines  across the VL
* house uritil, 1934, when James Robertson ;
died and his wxdow conveyed the proper- n
ity to Mrg. Adeline E. Messervy.

main bay to match the denmmg of the

* Jower side piazza, The upper piazza has a
“cornice of modiliions, which continues

across the front of the main bay on that
level. - - .
Continuity is also prov1ded hy a false-
porch on the second level of the main

-bay, with pllasters and 'split -balusters
‘mirroring . the “fluted posts and turned

balusters of ‘the real piazzas. -

- In the interior, the front door gives :

dccess to a spacious reeeption hall, to'the

“redr, of which is the stairhall, w1th its

slockily built stajrcase, with large ela-
borately - turned wel posts and balus~

'.ters. C .

'I‘o the suuth of the: receptxon hall and
stairhall are large double parlors, with

a wide dodryway between them, corner B

fireplaces and ﬂoor-length wmdows

. opening onte the piazza.

“Thie hroad: liigh rdof of the house - 1s

* studded with shingle-faced gables and
. dormer wmdows w1th shmgled pedi-

ments. .
Multiple wmdows glve the dwellmg -an
airy look and the large rooms reflect the

Victorian love of space which contempo-

rary families are again finding desirable.”

The original owner of the house, Mrs.: -~
Robertson, was the wife of James Rob- |

ertson, a Broad Street realtor and 1nsur-
ancé company presment '
‘The Robertsons continued to lwe in the

Mrs.~Robertson later refurned to- the
house ds-a tenant, however, and spent her
last years there\ dying in 1950,

Mrs. Messervy died in 1941 and- the

_property.passéd by her will to her daugh-
" ter-in-taw, Mrs; Essie L. Messervy. She
" sold:it'in 1951 to:Mrs; Mary C. Gianhatos.

Mrs, Gianatos sold the house in 1971 to

. Palmer - Collége, and the property was
" conveyed to the State of South Carolina’s

Diyision - of "General Services in 1973,
when the college became partof the state

-comprehenswe educat:on system.,:

Decay
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91 Ashley Ave.




gve. -- Mrs, Frances Carrere Robertson bullt, c. 1898,
thls two and one-half story wooden house in the Queen
Ame style. She was the wife of James Robertson, a

Broad Street realtor and insurance company president.

The property remained in the family until 1934,

(Stock-
ton, DYKYC, Jan. 19, 1976.)




