George Pawley House

Georgetown, South Carolina

Constructed between 1740-1770, the George Pawley House at 1019 Front Street in Georgetown, South Carolina stands today as one of the
most prominent houses in the city. It is the only extant masonry structure in Georgetown from the eighteenth century. Situated on a bluff overlooking
the Sampit River, the George Pawley House is renowned for its water views, regional architectural, superiority of construction, and historical figure
associations.

Constructed originally in the Georgian style by Robert Stewart, the son of one of the original settlers of South Carolina, the house has over
the years had multiple developments which showcase changing architectural styles These include stuccoing of the brickwork and the addition of
Adamesque elements. The Adamesque additions of circular wings and interior decorative molding are estimated to have been added in the early
nineteenth century.

Facing the Sampit River and the historical main road, the home is known as the house with two fronts and, more notably, the house where
George Washington slept. In 1791, while the home was under the ownership of Daniel Tucker, George Washington toured Georgetown. Washington
was escorted to the George Pawley House by local militia and a reception committee. He was offered tea and overnight accommodations. A journal
entry from Washington mentions this event stating “Crossing the Waggamaw to George town... I dined with citizens in public in the afternoon and
was introduced to upwards of 50 ladies who has assembled (at a tea party) on the occasion.”

With the death of homeowner Joseph P. Wyatt in 1910, the George Pawley House passed into the hands of his daughter Penelope Parker. The
house remained in the Parker family until 1976 when ownership was assumed by First Federal Savings Loan Association of Georgetown in an effort
to continue preservation work done by the Parkers. The house was leased by the City of Georgetown and in 2006 was acquired by the National
Society of the Colonial Dames of America in the State of South Carolina. Today, the house is open to the public for tours and event space. The
George Pawley House has been known by several different names. The house museum today is known as the Stewart-Parker House, and has also
been referred to as the Robert Stewart House and the Parker-Pawley House in the Georgetown Historic District National Register of Historic Places
listing. Perpetual protection for the land, exterior, and interior has recently been secured with easements through Historic Charleston Foundation.
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