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o Chradmers s

By Ron Chepesiuk

f a Yankee had not visited Charleston
- in 1920 and stayed, one of South Caro-

lina’s most unique museums would
never have been established. Miriam B.
Wilson planned to come for two weeks;
she stayed for nearly 40 years.

During that period, she spent much of

-her time roaming South Carolina and oth-

er areas of the South in search of what
became her passion—-slave artifacts, The.~
more she searched and.found,:the: more
she became appreciative of the slaves’
craftsmanship and artistic talents.

By 1937, she had acquired enough ma-
terial fo open, at 6 Chalmers St. in
Charleston, the Old Slave Mart Museum.
It was the country’s {irst museum of black
heritage open to the public on a regular
basis.

The Old Slave Mart Museum has be-
come one of Charleston’s most popular
tourist attractions. Last year alone, more
than 654,000 tourists came through the
museun's doors to see the exhibits.

They made their made their way down
a cobblestone street to the inconspicuous
entrance of a two-story building where a
ring' of a buzzer and $3 allows entry.

On the main floor is a gift shop that
sells Sea Island baskets;.jewelry and re-
productions of African art to help raise
money to support the museumn. The bas-

‘kets are made by Gullah blacks of South

Carolina’s Sea Island region just north of
Charleston. The basket making is done in

private homes or beside the little roadside
slands where the hackats nften ars onld

e Old Slave Mart

The Old Slave Mart Muse-
um, at 6 Chadmers St,

Charleston, opened in 1937
as the country’s first museum
of black heritage open to
the public on a regular basis.

founder, Mrs. Wilson; nearly 1,000 rare
and valuable photos of Charleston and
books on slavery and other aspects of
Afro-American history. Most of the collec-
tion has been catalegued, and the entries
have been published in book form by G.K.
Hall and Co. of Boston.

When Mrs. Wilson died in 1958, few
belicved the museurn would stay open.
But iwo sisters, Judith Chase and Louise
A. Graves, shared Mrs. Wilson's energy
and conviction that South Carolina needed
a museurn that would document slavery.

Mrs. Graves, 84, the museum director,

makes sure the museum is open on a regu-
lar basis, supervises the work of part-time
staff metnbers and serves as the buyer for
the museum shop. Mrs. Chase, 79, serves
as registrar, curator of colleclions, admin-
istrator of the research library and out-
reach programs and director of fundrais-
ing and development.

The four part-time staff members are
all in their 70s or 80s.

During the last two decades, the 0ld
Slave Mart Museum has become an im-
portant educational resource for the study
of black history. Mrs. Chase has re-
searched the artifacts, books and manu-
scripls in the museumn and created educa-
tional materials which were used to teach
an eight-week course on black history. She
has developed 12 slide lectures on Afreo-
American arts and crafts that have been
rented and sold all over the United States
and assembled exhibits that have been
loaned to interested schools and
organizations.

Trying to handle thousands of visitors
a year, administer a heavily used research
library and carry out an extensive educa-
tional program would surely sap the ener-
gy of ambitious curators and librarians 50
vears younger than Mrs. Chase and Mrs.
Graves. Bul for the twosome, operating
the museum bas been a labor of love.

When the women took responsibility
for the museum in 1960, funds to pay a
staff were nonexistent. With the exception
of one year when the sisters received a
pittance, they have worked as full-time
volunteers, Money to sustain the museum
operation has often come oul of their own
pockets, even though a Marian B. Wilson
Foundation has been set up to help raise
funds.

Senior citizens and college students
have helped out by being willing to work
for low wages, Other volunteers have lent
a hand, too, in both the museum and Li-
brary, performing such tasks as typing
library cards, stuffing envelopes and fil-
ing in the office.

For more than 10 years, the museum
has had a reciprocal program with volun-
teers from the Gamma Zeta Chapter of
Zeta Phi Beta. The museum has had a
yearly art contest for black school chil-
dren. The sociely organizes and hangs the
exhibits; the museum provides judges and
awards.

But Mrs. Chase and Mrs. Graves say
that they feel they are losing the struggle
to keep the museum open. They no longer
have the strength to handle the many re-
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With a handstitched mouth and bullan eyes, a
mammy doll made by a slave for the 16-yaar-old child
of her master lies in a display cage hare, a mule
reminder of the peculiar institution siavery once was.

Across the reom is a $4,700 bill of sale, a record of
the purchase of *Dolly and her six chitdren® in 1363,

For 50 years such rélics have Been patt of the Oid
Slave Mart Museum, an eclectlc eollection‘in
Charleston's last remalning huilting where slaves
were sold, . ’

But now the museum is caught in a dispute involving
the twe sisters who own and operate it, the City of
Charleston and the tax-free foundation the women
created (o oversee operations,

‘The sisters, 80-year-old Fudith Weagg Chase and 84-
year-old Louise Alston Graves, who have nursed (ke
collectlon of slave and African crafts for three
decades, are faced with a lack of money and time, As .
Mrs. Chase sald, “We are not jmmortai,”

They say they want to put the cotlection In
competent hands but add that they have not been
satisfied with the foundation's attempts at ralsing
money.

But they say the foundation’s board has not come up
with acceptable candldates to run the museum. And.
they criticlze the city for only recently becoming
active In trying to keep the collection In Charieston,

They are 50 frustrated that they say theywill close
the museurm by autumn i no solution is found.

The O0ld Slave Mart, advertised as the nation’s first
black history museum, was begun in 1920 by Miriam
Wilson, a transplanted Ohloan wha collected and
catalogued slave artifacts until her death in 1957,

In her will, Miss Wilson left the collection to The
Charleston Museum, But the museum rejocted it and

Miss Wilson's church, which became the’ beneficiary,
prepared to auction the artifacts. N

Mus, Graves, a close (rend of Miss Wilson, and Mrs,

| (/I:lease see RESOURCE, Page3B)  _ .. -
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Judith Chase, right, gnd Lomse Graves, operators of the Old Slave Mart Musue:;“'v

"Resource library used by sdholars ™

(Continued from Page 1B)

Chase decided to step in, They rented and began
operating the museum, and they eventuatly bought
the building and the collection. They crealed a tax-
exempt foundation to oversee pperations,

Today the collection is housed in a small e;zl)er
. TOOm ofythe former slave market, displayed-in
cagses made by Miss Wilson and accompanied by
handwrliten descriptions of the jitems, Qver the
years, the collection has grown to include African
arts and crafts, Today the museums's resource li-
braty Is {requently used by scholars around the
! world, Mrs. Chase says.

The museum has survived through coniribu-
tlons of money and time by Mrs, Graves, Mrs,
Chase and others, Federal financial support has
dwindled over the years, and local support has al-
ways been minor, .

“If it weren't for her, it wouldn't be there,” Wil-
liam Saunders, the foundation’s vice chalrman,
said of Mrs. Chase. » '

Still, both Saunders and Sandra Fowler,chair-
man of the foundation's board, say that this devo-
tion has led to a reluctance by Mrs, Chase to relin-
quish control that contributes to the museum’s
current plight.

to act on her frequent requeds to step down,

The sisters had threatened to close the museum |
by the beginning of summer, but Mrs. Chase said -
she recently received $6,000 from the city, allow: '
ing it to operate until the end of September. "

Last fall the city offered $250,000 for the mu-"~
seum building and the collection of quilts, bills of
sale, 1,400 books and other artifacts, But Mrs,
Chase called the offer inadequate, v

Brenda Scott, head of the committee Mayor J6--.
seph Riley appointed to study the museum's fu-
ture, said that appraisals of the building were -
under way and that negotiations with Mrs. Chase
should run through the summer. T

Mrs. Chase, Mrs, Fowler and Saunders all ..
seem to agree that the best solution would be for. .
the city to buy the bullding and have another enti-, :
ty, possibly the Charleston Museum, operate it, .

"Richard Ahlborn, curator at the Smithsonian |
Institutions National Museum of American Histo- |
ry, whe has discussed the collection’s future with |
Mrs, Chase, agrees, Even thouph he has expressed.’
interest in obtaining about 150 items from the col-
lection, he says he helleves the collection would .
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Chas. To Buy "
Slave Museum ¥
For $200,000 "= .

_ By KERRI MORGAN
Fost-Courter Reporer

The city of Charleston bas
sgned a cootract to bay the Old

y.

The agreement Was reached
Wednesday with the owners of the
_museum, aisters Judith Wragg
Chase and Louise Alston Graves,

aa .
The sale is scheduled to be
closed this afterncon, Ms. Cant-

well said. The city is purchasing .
¥ . pegotiations with the city,

only the building.
The vwners and the city bave

years. City

au Riley to offer $200,000
for the building. ' '
wiBrandt-and. Ms.:Canlwell bad
negotizted an agreement re-
quested by Mrs. Chase that called

_with the remainder to be paid

Musewm for &

slave-made crafts—igte the
cmmcﬂ\bmmpr—\f

for a §75,000 cash down f»ayment

over a 15-year period. \
But the city wanted tb pay the
full amount in cash apd Mrs.
Chase agreed with those termia,
M. Cantwell sald  * @ ° —

The mouey will come ftfom
Jevel t funds,

P

prescryation purposes.

The museum was scheduled to
be sold Wednesday to Charleston
hwytrGedncyM.KnnnLBul
Howe had agreed to sign his con-
tract over to the cily- when he -
jearned ihe cily wanted to pre-
scrve the building. .
. WhenMn.Chue-!umedoiMs
phn.lheagnedtomurmdinct

 The Old Slave Mart Museum,
located at & Chalmers SL, was
founded in 1937 by Mirfam B. Wil-
soq, who moved her collection of

Mry. Chase and Mrs. Graves
sboughit:the-museem ‘more.than 25 .
years ago, after Mrs. Wilson's
death.- '

S e L

Old Stave Mart Museum at 6 Chalmers St.
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'HELLE KILLINGBECK
sl and Courler staff

nen were killed in North
lon Friday in separate
i3, and a man has been
with murder in one of the
, palice satd. -

Charleston police charged
old William Wade Phillips
wnt Road with murder in
. of Kenneth Levane Wash-
2, of Mount Pleasant.

found Washington's body -

.~ iraller on Target Street
aum, sald Capt. Tony
Washington, of Presidio

nd a single gunshot wound

ck,

s about 100 yards from
» was shot. We think he
around and fell there (af-
.ooting),” he said.”

oling may be drug-related
fficers found an unknown
f what they believe is
aine in a bag in Washing-
ket, Smith said. Police
lbstance to the State Law
ent Division to be tested,
Unk a semiautomatic gun
In the shooting, but had
sred a weapon late Fri-

is expected to have a
ing at 9 a.m. today. Po-
oking for a second sus-
* Target Street shooting,
tiot release any informa-
man Friday. .
3 to have him in custody
th said,
ier shooting occurred
p.m. near Ward Avenue
e Drive, where a man
t dead in a car, said
County Sheriff's Maj,
Niver,
28 would not release any
ton the viclim late Fri-
ng notification of his
rces said the man is in
18 or early 20s and was
L once in the face, -
d lwo cars were {ravel-
Vard Avenue to Eagle
Midland Park Road at
and withesses said the
rehicle pulled alongside
viclim was driving,
¢ fired by a passenger
.car, Oliver said.
:told police the victim's
‘el numerous times be-
to a stop in an open
& Avenue, Oliver said.
. office is looking for a

HOOTINGS, Page 4-5

- The city of Charleston is

planning to re-
open the Old Slave Mart Museum on Chal-

Slave Mart museu rve
as Lowcoun,try black history hub

B OPENING: Officials hope the renovations to the
building are complete by next spring.

By ROBERT BEMRE
Of The Post and Gourler staff

These who criticize Charleston
for not doing enough to present
its black history could be silenced
by next spring,

By that time, the city of
Charleston hopes to reopen the
Old Slave Mart Museum on Chal-
mers Street, which will serve ag
an orientation point to some of
the Lowcountry's most important
black history sites,

The museum could be just a
part of a larger network that
would include all sites and even-
tually could lead to an even larg-
er black history museum in

bought it In

Charleston.

Renovation plans for the Old
Slave Mart moved ahead this
week as City Council approved a
$30,250 contract for Warren
Parker Unlimited, a Brooklyn,
N.Y., graphic and exhibit design
company. Parker will make five
irips to Charleston for at least
three days {o consult on the ex-
hibits and to do other work,

“We're really hoping for a
spring opening,” City Clerk and

Tourism director Vanessa Turn-

er-Maybank said recently,

The Slave Mart, a stuceo, brick

and wooden’ structure, was built
as a fire engine house in 1820, It
Is believed to have served ag one

LT Y T

Staff Photo by Rebin Cometat

mers Street by next spring. The city

1888 for $200,000.

um may serve .

of several privately owned stave
marts that opened after 1858,
.when the city forbade selling
slaves in public streets, .. )
It has stood empty since 1988,
“when the city of Charleston
bought it for $200,000, In recent
years, a_specizl committee, in-
cluding city staff, preservation-
Ists, Avery*Research Center offl-
cials and others have discussed
what to do next, -+
The interior of the Slave Mart
is relatively small, and consul-
, tants have said it should serve to
tdirect visitors to other black his-
“'torie houses, sltes, research cen-
ters and museums in the Charles-
toh area. :
Turner-Maybank said the Slave
Mart could joln with McLeod

See MUSEUM, Page 4-B

(20,

ATrre
mad

‘87 «

N MORE T0 COME: A wo
.at the time of the murde
Nq{th Charleston is one

By COLETTE BAXLEY
Ot The Past and Courler sialf |

It's been 9% vears since a ¢
year-old barber was beaten
death outside his Goose Creek sh
in an apparent robbery, but polit
sald Friday they finally arresied
suspect. :

Cristal Cheatham Nash of Goo:
Creek was arrested Thursday af
charged with the January 19¢
murder of Josefino F, Bugarin ¢
North Charleston. She would hay
been 14 years old at the time of i
killing, police said.

Other arrests are expecied th
week, said Detective Sgt. Willias
Kelley of the Goose Creek Polic
Department,

Nine mor

to be ovei

By ARLIE PORTER
Of The Past and Caurler staft

Three years after a study de-
scribed Charleston County's 19 boat
landings ag among the worst along
the coast, work iz scheduled to in-
prove nine ramps.

“Boaters have been walting a lot

of years,” said Jeff Schryver, direc-
tor of planning and development
for the Charleston County Park and
Recreation Commission,
_ The improvements are expected
to cost more than $3 milllon, fund-
'ed by the $34 million bond referen-
dum for park and recreation im-
provements approved hy
Charleston County voters in 1992,

According to Schryver, the ramps
that will be improved include:

M 5ol Legare, also known as Bat-
tery Island. The ramp is closed and
should reopen on Aug. 28, The old
ramp will be torn out and a double-

leton County fire deaths attributed to ho

FBAUER

Catirler stalf

OROQ — It was only a
reflghters pub oul the
~or 8ix minutes. Thae

litz. *In a fire that size, that's high-
ly unusual. That's what makes It so
hatd to deal with this.”

Stleglitz was one of the firefight-

ers summoned at 9:30 a.m. Thurs-
Hdav ta B17 Qoavantih OF L

P

son. who lives two trailers from
Walling. *“I rammed on {he side of
the teailer and hollered for Ann.
The meter reader and me, we went
on the back side and beal and hol-

a homemade lock that used a long
nril as a bolt, )

Lamar's mother, Gloria Ann
Walling, 29, was lying In the hall-
way

lane, longer ramp installed. Light-

memade loc

the State Law Enforcement Divi-
sion showed that the fire started i
the teen-ager's bedroom an ihe
matiress, .

Y Y4
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Plantation, the Aikep-Rhett House
and the Avery Research Center as
& National Heritage Museum.
“That’s the big picture,” she said.
Both McLeod and Aiken-Rhett
are owned by the Historic Charles-
ton Foundation. The foundation re-
opened Aiken-Rhett earlier this
month after it was shuttered for al-

most two years.
McLeod, an antebellum James
Island plantation with many slave

cabing still intact, has not opened.

to the public on a regular basis.
Efforts to link together these
black historic sites seemed to get a
big boost last month. State legisla-
tors agreed to form a special com-
mission not only to study a monu-
ment to black South Carolinians en

the Statehouse grounds, but also to -

look at the feasibility of establish-

.ing a black history mugeum in

By TERRY JOYCE
The Post and Courier statf -

NAVCARE, the civilian-oper-
ated elinie for military families

30, the Charleston Naval N%E.
tal said Friday.

“The decrease in the nEHao».
of NAVCARE users and the
consolidation of health care ser-
vices led to the decision,” the
Navy said in a prepared state-
ment.. .

NAVCARE moved to its E.m.
sent Iocation at 8088 Rivers
Ave. in North Charleston about

" about 77 full-time and part-fime
civilian employees, all of whom
work for an cut-of-state civilian
contractor.

Details on what will happen
to the stafl members’ jobs
weren’t immediately avail-
able, a Navy hospital spokes-

Navy clinic
closes sz mm:

- to the fact that NAVCARE was

- L. Cmdr. William Sforey of the
and retirees, will close on Sept. -

. most up million in unused ser-
. patients suffering from relative-

2% years ago. It has a staff of

- can sHll use facilities at the-

acBmu said.
“We are exiremely sensitive

a popular medical faeility,” said

Navy hospital in the prepared -
statement.

“However, over ﬁnm last three
years, the number of visits
have declined by almost 50 per-
cent, costing the government al-

vices.”
NAVCARE nuam:w treated

ly minor ailments, but the Navy
had plammed to change it to a
primary care facility as part of
the new Tricare health manage-
ment system.

Families who use NAVCARE

Charleston Naval Hospital, the
Charleston Naval Weapons Sta-
tion and Charleston Air Force
Base.

Charleston.
“The Slave Mart could be a com-
ponent of that, and that’s very ex-

citing,” Mayor Joseph P. Riley Jr.

said recently. “I think obviously
there’s a great opportunity for link-
age.”

The statewide effort could lead
to a needed infusion of money into
the ‘project. The collection once
housed in the Slave Mart could be
lost to the Lowcountry if ne obe
steps forward to buy it. .

W. Marvin U&ms&.. &_.mnﬁoa of
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COLUMBIA — Two decomposing
bodies found in separate parts of
the state have been positively iden-
tified, authorities say.

County was that of Theresa Arnold,
5§, of Swansea, who had been miss-

“ing for a week.

Arnold’s car was also found near
the pond off Hﬂnmnmnmnm 20 early
Thursday.

Autopsy results F&nmﬁmn the

- woman may have died of natural

causes, but toxicology tests were
still pending- .

In the Pee Dee, a body »Q.En in
wooded fields outside Florence was
identified as that of 67-year-old
George McCray, missing since May
10.

There was no evidence at the
scene to indicate how McCray died,
said Florence Police Lt. Pete Beck-
er.

Y n D R Ny

the Avery Research Center, said he
has talked with the owners of the
eollection — the two children of the
late Judith Wragg Chase. He said
they are seeking to sell the collec-
tion for a sum of $300,000.

“We're trying to raise some funds
for it, bat so far, we've beent unsuc-

cessfal,” he said. “(Chase’s children) .

expressed a desire not to break up
the collection.”

The collection was started in the
1930s by Miriam Witson, and it in-
cludes one-of-a-kind slave crafts

and artifacts, some of -which have
been loaned to the Smithsonian.
Even if a deal goes through, not all
the artifacts would return to the
Slave Mart Museum. -

 + However, the reopening of the

Slave Mart Museum — especiaily

as part of a larger black history

tour or network — could quiet
some criticism of how Charleston
has dealt with a.mn aspect of its
past.

A recent New York Times piece
on Charleston and the Spoleto Fes-

tival noted the Slave Mart Museum
has remained closed and that a
slave cabin.at an outlying planta-

tion was dubbed “an antebellum |

cabin.™
Those working to reopen the mu-
seum brush aside-any criticism.

“The city should be commended 4

for acquiring the building, which
could easily have been lost,” Riley
said. “We felt that what was in the

. Thuseum was good, but the building

was more important than the col-
lection.”

HAMILTON |
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to learn together.' ”

Such enthusiasm doesn’t surprise
Hanahan High School Assistant
Principal Joyce Fogle, who worked
alongside her during the majority
of Hamilton’s 14-year tenure as di-
rector of guidance at Goose Creek

An autopsy Friday confirmed a - High.

"body found by hikers in Richland

- “She is very much a people per-
son. There’s no other way to put it,”
Fogle said. “She is dedicated to the
students, and she really takes own-
ership i the school I¥'s not a pow-
.er thing. It is Just a part of her
.commijtment and enthosiasm” °

Hamilton, 46, knows it will take -

more than enthusiasm. The Cain-
hoy schools have had a history of
poor standardized test scores. She
refuses to look back, though, telling
everyone who will listen, “This is a
new school, a fresh start.” She
wants Cainhoy Middle School to be
a blend of the old and new.

“It’s going to be a little bit of the
old-fashicned way,” she said. “My
students will have to learn the Pre-
amble to the Constitution. They
will have to say the Pledge of Alle-

glance. This is a noBEﬁ:G aowo&
in a community with old-fashioned,
conservative values. We're going to

‘g0 by the old saying, “The rule is

respect and respect is the rale.

“T want lessons to be relevant. I
want high expectations for stu-
dents. My kids will .have reading
projects, science projects, field
trips. They will have novels they
have to read and presentations to-

‘make in front of the class” - .
- As for discipline, it must be con-

sistent, said Hamilton, whose moth-
er, Virbeteen, taught for 40 years
in Berkeley Commty schools..

Every teacher will post rules and
consequences in the classroom.
Hamilton believes in allewing
teachers to play a major.role in

. discipline. Besides, she's the only

administrator at the school

“I'm not washing hands of disci-
pline, but the teachers will have
the main control of their discipline
problems, especially the less seri-
ous ones.”

Count on one thing, she said: “We
will not allow any student to dis-
rupt the learning process of-23-25
other students.”

. - -
ngrmatin ]l carv b ot res v c11 vy At

. .There’s a telling sign on Hamil-
ton’s desk. It reads, “Parents are
- teachers, too.” She lives in Moneks
Corner, but she has been attending
churches in the Cainhoy area for a
couple of reasons — her faith is im-
portant to her, and she ﬂmbﬁ to
meet parents.
“We have a commmmity, muaEu us-
‘ing the gym during the summer,
and I welecome that,” Hamilton

- gaid. “About two weeks ago, one of
the parents came up and said, T |

don’t see the men who are supposed
" to be here. I don’t mind staying.” I
said, ‘Good, I want you to do more
of that.’ Let me tell you something.

His son was 30 proud. You should

‘have seen the child's face.”
It was a face filled with E.Em .
She wants to see more of those’
locks on the faces of “her” ‘owmnno_r
* “] want my kids to be able to
corpete,” Hamilton said. “I want
them to be able fo go to any high

" school and be singled out, not be-

cause they are from Cainhoy but
because they are performing equal-
Iy or better than any of the other
students there” -

_ﬁ
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:0Old Slave Mart
to be restored

' Groundbreaking for S.C. Aquarium

_may be delayed; si

‘By KERRI MORGAN Wey.
Of the Post-Courler staff __j ﬁ‘.‘[ 2% ‘40
- The Old Slave Mart Building at 6
Chalmers St. in downtown Charies-
ton will be restored this year, thanks
to a grant from the S.C. Department
“of Archives and History, city of
. Charleston officials said Tuesday.
The department awarded the city,
which owns the building, a matching
grant of $23,625. The city will use
the same amount of Community De-
. velopment funds to match the grant. .

Council also learned Tuesday that -

groundbreaking for the planned 5.C.
Aquarium may be delayed while the
site is tested for levels of creosote,
an environmentally hazardous ma-
‘terial. . o ,

" The'money for the Slave Mart will
be used to restore the -building,
which has been vacant since 1988, to
a usable condition, said Rhet Wilson
of the city planning department. The
city will begin drawing. plans this
-summer-and hopes to begin the ren-
ovation next fall, she said. !

“The Avery Normal Institute is in-
terested in using the building as an
interpretative and community cen-
ter for its black history activities,
Ms. Wilson said. - '

“I've been meeting with them ev-

“ery couple of weeks to talk about it,”
she said, adding that one of the uses
might be for black history film fes-
tivals.

The city bought the building from
Mrs, Chase and her sister, Louis Al-
ston Graves, in January 1988 for
$200,000. : '

The Old Slave Mart Museum
closed in 1987 and its collection of
black history artifacts, owned by Ju-
dith Wragg Chase, was moved out of
the building. The city attempted to
buy the collection, but negotiations
were unsuccessful. ’ '

Without the collection, the city
was unable to reopen the museum
and it had pot determined another

te has creosote

use for the building, S
Regarding the proposed

. aquarium, it's not clear how long the

project will be: delayed if large
amounts of creosote are found at the
site, Mayor Joseph P. Riley Jr. said.
Soil samplings taken by the Na-
tiona} Park Service, which owns the
property, found a small amount of
creosote, an oily substance obtained
from the distillation of wood tar or

-coal tar, he said. The substance,
_which is harmful if ingested, is

present because there was a creo-
sote manufacturing plant in that
area years ago. .

. The proposed aguarium site, lo-

cated at the east end of Calhoun.

Street by the Cooper River, is owned
by the National Park Service. The

city is leasing 1.5 acres for. the

aguarium.

Riley said the city and the park

‘service began meeting with the S.C.
Department of Heaith and Environ-’

mental Control last fall to deter-

mine how to test the soil and remove:

the creosote. Hurricane Hugo de-.
layed that process, but the park ser--
vice is planning to hire anm
engineering firm soon to conduct the

tests, he said.

N

. A park service spokesman'cc'm-_ld;

ot be reached for comment Tues-
day night. '

The amount of the creosote and .
the method of removal will deter-.

mine whether construction of the

aquarium will be delayed; Riley

said.

" If there isn't much creosote, one’
remedy is to cover the site with sev-
eral inches of clay. But if a great.

deal of the substance is present, the

site may have to be excavated. The
state health department will deter-

rmine the removal method after the

site is tested, he said. :
The city got preliminary approval

of its aguarium design from the

Please see MART, Page 3-B.
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Slave auction house

to become museum
‘ WANT TO DONATE?

Anyone interested in denating an item
to the Old Slave Mart Museum’s hold-

- ings may call Amanda Barton. of
965-4178.

BY KATHERINE LOWRIE
Of The Post and Courier Staff

Once a turn-of-the-century tene-

‘ment and then an auto shop, the
0ld Slave Mart located on Chal-
mers Street is in line for yet an-
other life. _

Built in the 1800s, the struc- design received final approval
ture will become an orientation from the city's Board of Archi-
center for the multisite African- tectural Review without major
American Museum once con- opposition.

_ struction is complete by the end . “The only problem we had -
of the year, said Bill Turner, was with the rear of the cE.E-
city construction manager. ing. At first, the Preservation

And as work begins on the Society, which has an easement-
building, the city is looking for on the building, did not want
items to place inside if. any windows in the rear,” he

Amanda Barton; the city’s said. . ]
project manager, said a private  The first phase — which will
benefactor has donated many prepare the building for exhib-
historic pieces to the museum, its — will take about 120 days.
but she hopes more locals will Huss Inc. crews will remove the
. search their attics and base- wood framing on its front fa-

‘| ments“for possible items tfo :cade.

. givel A Néxt, a nonreflecting tem-

:|#A few years ago, the city be- pered glass will be Emwm.bmn on

'I". gan stabilizing the building for the facade to let more light in- . : . ;

.| the ~ $723,000 renovation, side. , \CATHERINE LOWRIE/STAFF

| -$300,000 of which will go to  “We want to take it back t0 yhg QId Slave Mart on Chalmets Street will undergo

:|" build and to design exhibits. | when it was an open space, but gnovation in the coming months 1o be better equipped to

ST L R

Architect Malcolm Brennan of we can't leave it open — the get as an orientafion center for the mulfisite African-

. M. Brennan Architects said the See SLAVE, Page 8 \_

Ametican Museum.

BT

egin on the Old
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the building will have a new lift
for better handicapped accessi-

tion in response to its concerns

.regarding noise, traffic and

m,wEEG ..ﬁ&u.ﬁ take it,” Brennan bility. . parking impacts. The museum
said. “The idea is to make the Some foundation work also is won’t open Sundays, and no
glass disappear.” planned. ’ more than 50 people will be let

. ‘Barton said that as historic re-
cords : indicate that'-the mart
.was’once enclosed by a gate, so
“a‘siraple wrought-iron gate will
“beplaced on its”
Street front. -
- The city did not want a very

fancy- gate because it tried to
_respect the structure’s history
“as'much as possible, she added.
=-Planned stuceo patching also
-;will:keep with'its histerical fla-

Chalmers

“We're having slab cut prior
to the start of construction so
an archaeologist can come in
and see what, if anything, can
be found,” Turner said.

Restrooms will be upgraded,
and space set aside for a book-.

store, elevator and stairs. A fire
sprinkler system will also-be
added.

The biggest challenge, said
Turner,

is fitting so much into a

inside at one time.

Large groups will be booked
ahead of time to ensure that
there is an organized flow.

Brennan said great pains have
been taken to keep the 2,400-
square-foot building as histori-
cally true as possible while con-
verting it to a museum.

"-He studied detailed historical

documents prior to submitting
his design proposal.

. vor. Crews will remove loose or small, simple space, while re-  According to Brennan, two
“failing stucco-under the arch’ specting the tale the building historians at the College of
..and patch to match the existing can tell. Charleston followed the paper e

finish.: They alse’will address

he pier and parapet caps. -

‘i Turner described the work as

- minimal. .

-¥It. is mostly crack repair.—

."the main change will be taking
ont:the woeden in~fill.” -

will be mounted -on’ ex-
isting brackets, but the existing

-painted lettering that reads.

““Qld’Slave Mart Museum” will
remain: T
“"A'mew brass plaque telling of
; the building’s ‘histery will re-
. place the current faded, wooden
“plaque. ,

-Although the building’s size
- doesn’t require it, Barton said

new. steel sign reading -

“This is ‘the conly standing
building in town where slaves
were sold,” he said. “Charleston
was really the Ellis Island of
slaves coming into the country.
1t’s absolutely essential to the
city’s history, and the story
needs to be told.”

Turner said he is glad to see

an increasing amount of recog-
.nition of the role that blacks

played in-building the city.

“There’s a tendency for people
to think of Charleston as quaint,
but there was a darker side,” he
added. -

Barton said the city struck an
agreement with the French
Quarter Neighborhood Associa-

-trail of the structure way back,

and found ample evidence to
support its use as a slave auc-
tion locale, including accounts
written by journalist Charles
Coffin in 1883.

In his designs, Brennan was
able to adhere closely to the
historically documented propor-
tions, size and appearance of
the building.
~Brennan said construction
should begin within 30 days.

“This is an important part of
our history — maybe not our
proudest moment, but one that
had a key role in how the city
developed.”




