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4.!IR.Char/Otte St. 
Rf1fed 'impe>rfqnt' 

. " 
· : •. · By LAURENS H. IRBY 
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1 · • \. •_, ~·, Staff Reporter 
A three-story dilapidated house dating back before 

lhe Civll Wat ~nd twice hit by !i.re within the last ye_ar ~~~~-
!has been sav~ _:;trqm a demol1hon order by the ms- ;(l'ti· ;.;.~~ti 

I loric t:barlesl6n Pdundation. j. ~.fr~"• 
The Foundation has agreed lo purchase the 'home:·,flt ~'*'~·: ............. _ 

I 44 cr,.~~p~~~ st.. whi~!\ j~ listed in_ the S~Folina . '.t\f} ~.. . • 
, Assn. s

1
:p,1,1ruicat10n, 1lus Is Chai leston, ,,,,, as arcij~ " : ,11 

. tectuiB ry=>Jtrilf~rtant . ' . · 11 .. . t 1•.1i!',<:;,, ' ~ if.. .. .,,';,. 
I The~'&ui'lttlfl hatl ·been· given a::go-day reprieve .from )f~\\,1q i 

~­

' -. 

a demolition'r01tder.1tb;r 1itheiieity Board ofi:.A.rchilectural i~f ... ·)~in· 
RP.view after me· house:1was 'found by' ' the ~ity building 'f~.1~':t., \• 
111spector to be "tin.fft.,.for human habitati<>'.n." 1: i;j'~' ··•" 

The demolition reprieve expired last Wf[pnesday . bu,t 4: " .. , .. ;"!t-i~l!fAl~l:i*-
,,f'goliations · by the Hisloric Foundation, 'stayed the ~~-·- "' · · 

house's razing. The cil.y will ~. 
remove its .. "unfits" ban if • 
certain rep.airs are made. 

Herb.ert A,.· Engle :of Abra- ' 
ham's Furniture Co., owner of 
the 'old house, applied' severnl 
monlhs ~~9J-to% tb,e~:·Board of 
A~ch!t~,st~al ,.,~~~1e>v, for per­
m 1ss1011 td~.deinollsh .. the struc-
ture. . :? ' ~ :·1'"·,·~: ;i·. 

However; 1:1.he .boatd;.. ordered 
Enge~ ... to delay d$loli~qn • 90-

. days ._t11- give' pi;-es~rvation '.1and 
histo~Jci agencies. ':a ~ chal)ce . to 
save :the building.., __ l( .~ r 

Engel , ·confirmed yesterday 
lha t H.i!i1Lor1c Charleston Founda­
tion has" obtained an option to 
pW'chase · ilie Charlo,tte Street 
dwelling - . now tracant. The 
sale' is to be consummated with­
in 30 days, Engel decM·ed. 

A spokesman •1, for His-
toric Charleston F.oondation ·has , 
said-.plans•for futune use .of the 
three-storied·:cojurri~ed ~~tuclure 
will not be; made./ pu.PH~ until 
next week~ 'h 1~· 

The Charlotte streeyKQme has 
bee~·~on city' buildi~~nspector 
J . ~:· Jessen's lis~"'()f tun-down 
structures for_ sq~e , months. As 
early as Oc~t>er foo:J ' Thomas 
W. Perry. citY'public safety and 
hous ing office, warned the own­
er at.I.hat lime, Leroy K. Brown, 
that the house was "really in 
bad condition." 

Perry noted· that' :'the fine 
old columns" on the"secm1d and 
third floor porches ' were' deteri­
orated ah;>ng wilh ~ : .. the piaz­
zas; and bannis ters ~:l)nd spokes 
WPre ·missing. • . ~~ \, 

Engel later purchas!'ld the 
house, and J e,ssen sent~him a 
notice July •-26, 1965 ·det?laring 
thcit lhe porches would,:1-iave·: t9 
be repaired along wi'Lb' '6athroorn 
and other fixtures', .'1\'ll<I an· ad­
ditional fire escape would hav'e 
lo be installed leading loUhe 
third story to comply wi tmpro­
vision~ qf the city housin~_ ,::ocle. 
Th~ Mine, · which inl'' recent 

years ;'bad~ accon1f11o,tlij~d four 
apm:~of.sti~ has ·1,l'cµf~none e(· 
frcfs 'i>lr:tWo (ir~ Ance .Jrs­
scn's instruction <ib'Mt installing 
a fire escape. No one was in­
jurcJ in the fires. 
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