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Freedman’s Cottages

Freedman’s cottages are unique structures to Charleston, South Carolina. The
architectural style of a freedman’s cottage, at a first glance, is similar to a combination of
a Charleston single house and the shotgun style house found in New Orleans, Louisiana.’
Often labeled as a traditionally African American architectural form built for freed
slaves, recent research has shown that while a large majority of residents were African
Americans, these cottages were likely built more as affordable housing for the
dramatically increasing population in the area. Freedman’s cottages offer a unique history
that has been increasingly studied over the past decade. It is important to make their
historical significance known before they are taken for granted and demolished for future
construction investments.

Freedman’s cottages are structures that were primarily constructed after the civil
war from the middle to the end of the 19™ century and into the early 20 century. The
majority of freedman’s cottages are located north of Calhoun Street in neighborhoods
including Elliottborough, Radcliffeborough, and the area north of the Crosstown
Expressway, along with being scattered throughout the historic district.?

The architectural style of a freedman’s cottage is a single-story wood structure,
with a street facing gable and side piazza. The typical layout of the structure is one room
wide and two rooms deep (Figure 1). A fireplace is usually located in the center of the

house, between the two rooms; however some cottages were built with a fireplace in each

! Lissa D Felzer, The Charleston “Freedman’s Cottage” (Charleston,SC: The History Press, 2008), 23.
? Historic Charleston Foundation, “Freedman’s Cottages,” Historic Charleston Foundation,

h‘tp //www historiccharleston.org/preservation/why_freedman.html (accessed November 4, 2009).
* Historic Charleston Foundation, “Freedman’s Cottages.”
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room (Figure 2). Often additions were made, adding either a third room on the rear of the
house, or enclosing a portion of the piazza to add a room, making an “L” shaped floor
plan® (Figure 3). Several stairs lead to the piazza that would contain a screen door. Once
through the screen door, separate doors would be on the house allowing for entry to each
room (Figure 4). On the interior of the house are doorways leading directly from one
room to another. One function of the piazza is that of a hallway, since there is often no
interior hallway. The overall square footage of a freedman’s cottage is very small, usually
three hundred to five hundred square feet.” The freedman’s cottages that will be focused
on in this paper are 193, 195, 197, and 199 Jackson Street (Figure 5). These four, initially
identical structures, offer a rich history regarding the working class in Charleston.
Currently vacant and in a state of neglect, the documentation of these cottages is
important due to the history they have to offer.

The four structures on Jackson Street are located between Meeting Street and
Nassau Street and were constructed circa 1890 (Figure 6).° They each abut the sidewalk
on the south side of Jackson Street. The floor plan is one room wide east-west and three
rooms deep north-south. However, in 2006, the rear two-thirds of the structure at 197,
including the chimney and piazza, were removed to help stabilize the remainder of the
building that still stands (Figure 7).

Each cottage is a one-story wooden structure built on a brick foundation with a
piazza on the west side. There is a side-gabled roof with an approximately 45 degree

slope. The siding on each building is wood clapboard. The north side of each cottage

* Lissa D Felzer, The Charleston “Freedman’s Cottage,” 19.

* Lissa D Felzer, The Charlesion “Freedman’s Cottage™ 22.

6 City of Charleston. City Tax Assessment Ward Books, Charleston, S.C., Ward 10, 1883-1886, p25
[microfilm] South Carolina Room, Charleston County Public Library.
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(facing Jackson Street) contains two windows approximately three feet tall by two feet
wide. There is a closed framed pediment on this side as well, however, 193 is missing the
horizontal board running along the bottom portion of the pediment (Figure 8). The west
wall with the piazza contains three doors and three windows each. The windows are
similar in size to those on the north side. A short addition with matching wood clapboard
siding is on the south side of cach of the cottages, containing a small, approximately one
foot tall by one and a half feet wide window on its west side (Figure 4). The east wall of
the addition contains a door leading into the addition. This addition was probably made
when city ordinances banned the use of privies and required houses to have indoor
plumbing. A window the same size as those on the north wall is centered on the east wall.
A brick chimney is located two-thirds of the way back from the north wall, centered on
the roof peak between the second and third rooms and exposed approximately two-feet
above the ridgeline (Figure 9). Each room can either be entered through the door on the
piazza or through an interior set of doors linking each room directly.

Since becoming vacant in the mid 1990s, all of the windows and doors on each
cottage have been covered with modern plywood to prevent access by people and
wildlife. Except for 197, plywood also covers three sides of the foundation of each
cottage (Figure 10). The northern sides of the cottage’s foundations have not been
covered since they are constructed of a solid brick wall. Plywood also covers other
portions of the buildings where the clapboard siding has fallen off (Figure 11). However,
additional locations on the buildings, such as the east side of 193, have exposed openings
leading to the interior of the cottage (Figure 12). It is neglectful actions such as holes in

the walls allowing the elements to accelerate the deterioration of these buildings that will
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cause them to collapse at a faster rate. Other signs of neglect on the cottages is 199 is
missing the front door with screen that leads to the piazza (Figure 11). The roofing
material on two of the four cottages is not appropriately secured to the buildings. 193 and
197 is covered with shingle roll roofing; there are exposed seams on each of these two
roofs that allow rainwater to enter the interior. 195 has modern asphalt shingles and 199
has sheets of corrugated metal (Figure 5).

Another variation on the buildings is the entry door and wall to the piazza at 195
has horizontal wood clapboards, this matches the rest of the cottage (Figure 13). On the
entryway to 193 the clapboard runs vertical and is narrower than what is on the rest of the
cottage (Figure 8). This clapboard variation on the entryway to 193 is likely due to its
replacement at some later point during the cottage’s occupation.

The physical appearance of these four freedman’s cottages contributes a great
deal to the significance of these structures. These small houses have very specified
appearances that are excellent examples of the style of rentals that were being constructed
from 1880 to 1900. The four cottages remaining as a row, in their original location,
further enhances their historic importance.

History of Ownership

The land on which the 193, 195, 197, and 199 Jackson Street are now located was
originally only a small portion of a land grant given to a landgrave named Joseph Blake
by George Logan and the Proprietors of the colony of Carolina. This grant was made
circa 1700 and originally consisted roughly of the lands east of King Street and north of
Charleston, in an area referred to as New Market.” This land, portions of which can be

7 $mith, Henry; Rivers and Regions of Early South Carolina; p.35

Cunningham and Pierce 7



seen labeled on the 1852 Bridgens & Allen map of the city of Charleston (Figure 14),
would remain in the hands of the family of Joseph Blake until the late 19™ century.

In 1872 the lands consisting of the Estate of William Blake, a descendent of
Joseph Blake, were given up to the city of Charleston. Most likely this was the result of
poor economic fortunes of the Blake family, following the general pattern of decline in
the South after the end of the American Civil War. The city had the lands surveyed by
W.M. Hume on December 12, 1872 and divided into plots for auction. The auction house
of Lowndes and Grimball was retained for the auction, who advertised the auction for
January 14, 1873 (Figure 15).® Two adjacent lots numbered 70 and 73, which faced north
onto the newly laid out Jackson Strect between Meeting and Nassau Streets, were
purchased at auction for $505 from the city Referee Charles H. Simonton by Patrick
Brady.’ Brady was an Irish immigrant drayman who would never live at this Jackson
Street property, and was listed living at 18 John Street with his wife and four children in
the 1880 United States Census.™°

The two lots purchased measured roughly 178 feet wide along Jackson and 100
feet deep. They were both sold by Brady a few years later in May of 1879 to a recently
widowed Irish immigrant Catherine Tobin and her son George W. Tobin.!' The Tobins
resided on Amherst Street around the time of the purchase,* and developed the property

on Jackson Street for rental units. Between 1884 and 1890 the four existing one story

8 The Charleston News, Tuesday, January 14, 1873; microfilm in Charleston County Public Library.

? Charleston County. Records of the Register Mesne Conveyance (RMC), Charleston, SC, Deed Book S16,
p.298

** United States Census 1880, www.ancestry.com [accessed October 2009 at Charleston County Public
Library]

! Richard Tobin died in 1871. Recorded in the Charleston County Death Records, South Carolina Room,
Main Branch Charleston Public Library

Property sale: RMC, Charleston, SC, Deed Book Q17, p.302

12 US Census 1880, www.ancestry.com [accessed October 2009]
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wooden structures were built in what is now referred to as the Freedman’s Cottage
style."® These houses were continually used as rental property, mainly for lower income
families, with none of the owners ever residing in these houses during the course of their
history. Catherine and George W. Tobin made a transaction in June of 1884 between
themselves to combine the two lots.!*

In 1907 George W. Tobin, the sole possessor after the death of Catherine in
February of 1902, ran into financial difficulties and defaulted on his tax payments forcing
a sale of the land. The lands between Meeting and Nassau on Jackson Street, with the
houses numbered 69 through 75, were sold to Richard Thomas Tobin Sr. and Lula
Rosalie Sanders along with properties on Amherst and Hampstead streets for $1,625 by
George W. Tobin."” Richard and Lula were nephew and niece to George, who was a
lifelong bachelor, by his older brother Michael J. Tobin.'® In January of 1917 Richard T.
Tobin and Lula R. Sanders divided these properties evenly between them, a division
which was clarified and corrected in 1927, giving Richard the land which comprises the
current lot.!” This new lot was centrally located on the block and measured 126 feet on
Jackson and 100 feet deep, bounded by Lula’s holdings to the east and west.

Richard Tobin owns this lot until 1935 when it is forfeited to the city due to
unpaid taxes.'® Richard Tobin, and many of the owners, were laborers in various fields
(Tobin having worked as a carpenter and for the railroadlg) and likely drew only a small

supplemental income from the properties. Samuel Rosen purchases the site from the city

13 City Tax Assessment Ward Books, Charleston, S.C., Ward 10, 1883-1886, p.25.

" RMC, Charleston, SC, Deed Book C20, p.88-89

' RMC, Charleston, SC, Deed Book G23, p.59

' Connections made through examination of Charleston County Death Records and US Census data for
1900 & 1910; www.ancestry.com [accessed October 2009]

"7 RMC, Charleston, SC, Deed Book N28, p.124; corrected in Deed Book N34, p.91

* RMC, Charleston, SC, Deed Book H38, p47

¥ US Census 1910 & 1920, www.ancestry.com [accessed October 2009]
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of Charleston in January of 1937, and also has a formal agreement to pay a small sum to
Richard Tobin.”® Samuel then immediately sells the property to his son Nathan for $1,000
in April of 1937.2' Around this time the street numbers are changed and the current
numbering system is put in place with the houses being renumbered to 193 through 199.

Nathan Rosen manages the property and rental houses until 1984. The Chroheza
Realty Company then purchases the site from Nathan in January of 1984 for $45,000.2
After four years of ownership the realty company agrees to sell the houses and land to
Sam Gilchrist Jr. for the amount of $564,000.”> Mr. Gilchrist is the current title holder to
the property containing 193, 195, 197, and 199 Jackson Street; and has recently sought
demolition of the structures on a number of occasions. The buildings have been officially
vacant since the mid 1990s and were boarded up in 2002, while vagrants and the
homeless still frequent and inhabit the vacated and dilapidated property.

History of Occupants

The people that have resided in the Jackson Street cottages over the years have
varied in terms of occupation, race, marital status, and children. Some people only lived
in a cottage for a year, while others stayed for decades. The Charleston City Directories
show that the earliest occupants of the cottages moved in, in the mid 1890s. By 1994, all
of the cottages were vacant®.

193 Jackson Street was first occupied in 1894 by John D Fisher. He was white

and his occupation was a collector. He only lived there for a year. The next resident,

2" RMC, Charleston, SC, Deed Book K39, p.640; payment to Tobin in Deed Book M39, p.271

*' RMC, Charleston, SC, Deed Book V36, p.308

* RMC, Charleston, SC, Deed Book T134, p-372

¥ RMC, Charleston, SC, Deed Book $173, p-551

* Charleston City Directory, 1890 to 2007, South Carolina Room, Charleston County Public Library,
Charleston, SC.
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Thomas Jellico was also white, his occupation was a brakeman, and he also lived in the
cottage for a year. After Mr. Jellico moved out, the cottage was vacant for three years. All
of the residents that then rented the cottage from 1899 to present were “colored.” In 1899
Artope Adolphus moved in. Mr. Adolphus was employed by the Wheelwright Shop as a
blacksmith. He moved out in 1905. From 1906 — 1910 there were no listings for any of
the four cottages in the Charleston City Directories. Various families rented 193 until
1918 when John and Evelyn Stevens moved in. Mr. Stevens was a chauffeur for most of
his time while in the cottage. They resided there until 1934. The next family to occupy
the cottage for a length of time was the Brown family. William and Eva lived in the
cottage from 1940 — 1950. Mr. Brown was a bricklayer and laborer, he and his wife had
five children under the age of sixteen living in the three room house. For a period in the
sixties, the cottage was again vacant. In 1973 John and Louise Chisholm, a retired couple,
moved into 193 and lived there until 1990. Isiah Green, a longshoreman, lived in the
cottage for two years; he was the last person to live in the cottage, moving out in 1993.2°
195 Jackson Street was first rented by Richard Bowie, a white man, in 1896. He
lived there for a year, followed by a year of vacancy. In 1898 J.S. Hollman moved in, he
was also white. The cottage then went between being vacant and being occupied for a
vear. The residents alternated between being white and colored people. The first family to
occupy the cottage for an extended length of time was Mr. and Mrs. Richard and Gratia
Ladson. Mr. Ladson was a carpenter and laborer. They lived in the cottage from 1917
until 1922. The next family to move in and stay at length was that of Joseph and Nancy

Leftentant. Mr. Leftentant was a salesman, huckster, and laborer. The directories last

B Charleston City Directory, 1894 fo 1993, South Carolina Room, Charleston County Public Library,
Charleston, SC.
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listed the Leftentants as being residents in 1951. Various other couples occupied the
cottage for the next three decades. In 1990, Josephine R Singletary moved out. She was
the last listed occupant of 195 Jackson Street.®

197 Jackson Street was first occupied in 1895 by James Hilton, a white man, who
was employed as a collector at A.S. Thomas. He lived in the cottage for a year. The
renters at 197 would then alternate between being white or colored. William and Janie
Davie moved into the cottage in 1901, and rented for five years, along with their teenage
son. Mr. Davie worked at the Southern Railway yard and his son, William Jr., was a
clerk. Families with the names Ravenel, Pickney, and others occupied the cottage until
1938 when Solomon and Josephine Wilson moved in. Mr. Wilson worked at the Naval
Yard as a blacksmith and was also a reverend. There were constantly young children in
the cottage. The Solomon’s lived at 197 until 1964. The trend at 197 for the next thirty
years was mainly single women living in the house. The various occupations of these
women were maids, St. Francis Hospital employees, and simply being retired. Mary
Morgan was the last renter to live in the cottage, she moved out in 1992.%

The cottage at 199 Jackson Street’s first recorded occupant was Henry Earnshaw,
a white man who was employed by the railroad, in 1895. The house was vacant for a few
vears and then occupied by either white or colored renters. James and Mary Denny lived
in the cottage from 1901 until 1904. Mr. Denny was a Clyde Line watchman. When his
son became of age, he was also employed by Clyde Line. From 1911 on, all of the renters

were colored. 1911 — 1928 brought renters consistently moving in and out after a year or

% Charleston City Directory, 1896 to 1990, South Carolina Room, Charleston County Public Library,
Charleston, SC.
7 Charleston City Directory, 1895 to 1992, South Carolina Room, Charleston County Public Library,
Charleston, SC.
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iwo. In 1929, Daniel and Iona Labitue moved into 199. Three generations of Labitue’s
lived in the cottage, with a member of the Labitue family occupying the cottage until
1992. Their family lived in the cottage for seventy-three years. Margaret White was the
last renter of 199, living there through 19932

The last renters of the Jackson Street cottages moved out in 1993 from 193 and
199.% By that time 195 and 197 were already vacant. The four cottages have remained
vacant since this time. The variety of people who lived in the cottages, from the mid
1890s on, shows that these cottages were constructed as an affordable housing option for
working class people. Many of the occupants were laborers who raised their children in
the small cottages.

197 Jackson Street: A Childhood History

Terri Owens offers a unique perspective on the freedman’s cottages having spent
her childhood growing up in the cottage at 197 Jackson Street (Figure 7). Ms. Owens has
compiled a written history of her time spent in the cottage called “Childhood at 197
Jackson Street: A House Freed Slaves Occupied after the Civil War”.?® While her title
may not prove to be historically accurate, the paper includes valuable information
regarding who her neighbors were, where food was cooked in the cottage, and how
resourceful the people were in the community she grew up in. This personal account
offers an important connection to these cottages and helps to bring to light their historical

importance in the community.

2 Charleston City Directory, 1895 to 1993, South Carolina Room, Charleston County Public Library,

Charleston, SC.
¥ Charleston City Directory, 1993, South Carolina Room, Charleston County Public Library, Charleston,

SC.

¢ Terri Mae Owens, unpublished account of life on Jackson Street, Historic Charleston Foundation
Archives, 2009.
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Ms. Owens was born in McClellan Banks Hospital on August 8, 1956. She lived
with her mother in 199 Jackson Street until she was six months old and her mother left
her, along with her brother and sister, in the care of an aunt at 197 Jackson Street. Ms.
Owens recognized Aunt Josephine Wilson and Uncle Solomon as her parents from this
point on. Josephine’s parents, Morris and Martha Jenkins, were Cherokee Indians (Figure
16). Ms. Owens’ papa (Solomon) worked at the Naval Ship Yard and was also the
Associate Pastor of St. Phillip A.M.E. Church at 5 Johnson Street (Figure 17). She
remembers Mr. Rosen, the owner at the time, would come to the cottage monthly to
collect rent.*!

In her account the door that lead to the piazza was referred to as the ‘street door’.
Once on the piazza there were two screened doors leading into the house. According to
Ms. Owens the first door led to the living room and bedroom, the second door led to the
kitchen. In the kitchen was a large black potbelly stove that burned firewood. Plumbing
was not installed in the cottage at the same time the rest of the neighborhood received
indoor plumbing. Ms. Owens recalls her friend Janie across the street had an indoor
bathroom, while she still had to use the “Out House”.*?

Ms. Owens writes about listening to the radio in the bedroom while her mama
would cook grits and eggs for breakfast. The eggs came from chickens that the children
would receive at Easter time. When the chickens stopped producing eggs, they would end

up as Sunday dinner. She believes that at some point the city told her mama that she

*! Terri Mae Owens, unpublished account of life on Jackson Street, Historic Charleston Foundation
Archives, 2009,
*>Terri Mae Owens, unpublished account of life on Jackson Street, Historic Charleston Foundation

Archives, 2009,
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could no longer keep the chickens, she thought this because one day the coops were taken
down.>

Her neighbors in the other cottages while growing up were Mr. Danny in 199 with
his daughter and son. 195 Jackson was rented by Mrs. Estelle and her husband and Mrs.
Estelle’s sister. Mrs. Alston lived in 193, which was the house furthest from Meeting
Street.>* Her recollections regarding her neighbors, when compared to the Charleston
City Directory information, are accurate except for 193 Jackson Street, there is not a

record of a Mrs. Alston living in that cottage.”

Preservation Issues/Demolition by Neglect

After purchasing the property in 1988 Sam Gilchrist initially maintained the
properties for a brief period as rental units. However by the mid 1990s all four of the
houses had been vacated and Gilchrist stopped fully maintaining the property. This would
begin a process of neglect which would eventually cause a number of outside
organizations to take action on behalf of the buildings, and bring legal action against
Gilchrist.

These houses along Jackson Street are among a declining number which
exemplify the freedman’s cottage typology in the city of Charleston, and have a
heightened importance as they remain as a row. Because of this status, added importance
has been placed on them throughout the local preservation community. The deferred

maintenance by Gilchrist over time caused the condition of the buildings to structurally

% Terri Mae Owens, unpublished account of life on Jackson Street, Historic Charleston Foundation
Archives, 2009.

5 Terri Mae Owens, unpublished account of life on Jackson Street, Historic Charleston Foundation
Archives, 2009,

%5 Charleston City Directory, 1956 to 1993, South Carolina Room, Charleston County Public Library,
Charleston, SC.
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deteriorate. This caused them to be drawn info an increasingly prominent debate over the
willful neglect of structures, or demolition by neglect. Without proper maintenance
increasing numbers of historically important structures are lost. There are a number of
factors which affect this, and equally diverse approaches to working towards prevention
of demolition by neglect.

The City of Charleston has been recognized for its efforts to preserve its extensive
history. Among these efforts it has gradually worked towards formulating an effective
method for regulating and preventing demolitions through neglect. The eventual model
currently settled upon by the city government has setup demolition by neglect under
public nuisance ordinances monitored by the Livability Court, while official requests for
any demolitions are submitted through the Board of Architectural Review.’® By using this
approach the city trics to prevent demolition of both structurally sound buildings of
significance and instances of improper maintenance and decay which have a negative
impact on the surrounding neighborhood. The authorities of the BAR and Livability court
are only given limited legal means of enforcement however, to fine owners and require
basic stabilization, with the majority of the work is still dependent on the owner. The
success of this method of protection has varied, with some arguments that it is not strong
enough. An article from The Post and Courier from 2003, soon after changes in the
regulations, notes that there had only been thirteen properties which had received
attention under the ordinance regarding demolition by neglect.”’

Even though the use and success of the ordinance regarding demolition is

arguable, it does at least provide an avenue for preservation minded community members

3 Meg Richardson, “Demolition by Neglect: An Examination of Charleston’s Ordinance” (master’s thesis,

Clemson University/College of Charleston, 2008)
3" Hardin, Jason. “Demolition by neglect imperils homes” The Post and Courier, June 30, 2003
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to make attempts to save historic properties. However even the enforcement of the
ordinance is difficult not only for the city, and often the property owner is still not able or
willing to invest in the property. The houses 193, 195, 197, and 199 Jackson Street are
one of the properties which have been brought to court under the demolition by neglect
ordinance, with mixed success.

As carly as 1998 three of the four houses were reported to the city Code
Enforcement Board as a public nuisance due to their deferred maintenance by Gilchrist. *®
Each of the three buildings (193 is not included until later reviews) has followed roughly
the same path, as they are part of a single property. While each house has been filed
independently as a structure for the Board of Architectural Review and in the demolition
by neglect case files, they are typically treated as a single case. After the initial report, a
notice to owner, and a hearing; Gilchrist is fined $75 for each house by November of
1998.% After this initial fine Gilchrist still makes no efforts to stabilize or improve the
structures and is sent to Livability Court.

In 1999 the case began to move through the court process with a site survey by
Stephen S. Caskie (Figures 18 and 19).** In this initial report Caskie indicates that there
were a number of vagrants around the property, with clear signs of persons inhabiting the
buildings having gained access through the windows or floor. Caskie also gives an
assessment of each of the four houses, giving each a stability rating on a ten point scale,
with ten being fully stable. 197 Jackson received a rating of seven, while the other three
buildings received ratings of eight. It is noted that the buildings are clearly in decline, and

no longer maintained by the owner. A letter is also submitted by the Assistant Executive

*® Richardson, Appendix A: Survey of Demolition by Neglect Case Files, p.107-117
* Ibid.
0 Structural Assessment Letters; City of Charleston Board of Architectural Review (BAR) files
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Director of the Housing Authority, James Heyward Jr., regarding the effect of these
buildings on the neighborhood.* Heyward describes the undesirable people who frequent
the site and its trash filled appearance as detriments to the neighborhood, which contains
nearby a public park, school, and church. At this point the case is sent again to Livability
Court.

An email between Debbie Rhoad and Pamela Pendergrass regarding the
properties from January 11, 2000 recounts the situation.*” In the letter is recounted that
Gilchrist did appear in court claiming he could not demolish the buildings due to their
location in the historic district, however he then admits that he has not tried to file for the
demolition with the BAR. A continuance is given so that an application for demolition
may be made with the BAR. Rhoad then tells Pendergrass that Gilchrist refused help in
filling out the BAR forms, insisting that he will take care of them himself. A “No
Trespass” letter is also filled with the Police Department in early 2000, and a list of issues
needing attention are given to Gilchrist.*’ Information is not available to confirm any
action taken at this point by Gilchrist or the city, and the buildings continue to go without
maintenance.

In 2002 the Jackson Street houses are again surveyed and sent to Livability Court.
Caskie again does a structural assessment, in which 193 and 199 are given a rating of six,
195 a rating of eight, and 197 a rating of four. This time Gilchrist is found guilty of
neglect. His sentence is suspended on the condition that the property is cleaned and
secured, and that he applies to the BAR to demolish the buildings. The Post and Courier

also runs an article on the houses in which statements on the buildings importance are

% Letter to Debbie Rhoad, Property Standards Administrator; copy in BAR files.
* Copy of email kept in BAR files
* Richardson, Appendix A
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made by the Historic Charleston Foundation and the Preservation Society.** The article
also addresses the dilemma of the owner who cannot afford the cost of restoration, in part
due to the low income of the surrounding area which keeps rents low.

Gilchrist applies to the BAR for demolition on May 13, 2002. A formal letter of
opposition is then submitted by the Preservation Society of Charleston. After review, the
demolition request is denied. The properties again go neglected for three more years, at
which point another charge is filed. In 2005 Caskie again surveys the buildings, which at
this point are all rated as being unstable. 193 and 199 are given ratings of four, 195 is
rated six, and 197 is assessed a rating of one. The case is then again brought before the
Livability Court, and Gilchrist requests a continuance to seek legal council. Gilchrist is
initially ordered to secure the structures within a week on April 18, 2005, and then is
ordered to secure funding to repair the buildings in November. After failing to respond to
this order the city beings plans to work on the buildings in December.*> As part of the
action taken by the city each house has a $34,000 lien placed on it and basic stability
work is done to secure the buildings (Figure 20). As part of the stabilization work the
demolition of the rear section of 197 and its fireplace are required, as they are deemed to
be a safety hazard (Figure 21 & 22).%

In a February 2008 interview with Debbie Rhoad Hopkins for her thesis work
Meg Richardson discussed the events and impressions of Sam Gilchrist:

“Mr. Gilchrist is well known, I think probably everyone that works for the city
probably knows him. I think he’s probably alienated everybody at some point.

He’s scary. He’s a little on the scary side. He doesn’t trust anybody as far as I can
tell, and the feeling is mutual. He wants to do something for the property.

* Hardin, James. “Row of houses spared, but owner says restoration too costly”, The Post and Courier,
May 23, 2002

** Richardson, Appendix A

%€ Memorandum from Charleston Fire Department to BAR, February 14, 2006. Cit of Charleston BAR file.
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[Meg Richardson]: So he’s just waiting for the houses to fall?
[Debbie Hopkins]: Yep. I think we have a 34,000 or 37,000 lien on the house.
That was the single biggest project I ever worked on in terms of cost. Chief Rusty
called me last week, no, Monday of this week and it was open again, people
staying in there.”*’
And as of a November 2009 visual survey for this report there are still viable signs
around the property of use by vagrants, and they continue to go unmaintained (Figure
23).

This course of events highlights the struggle with demolition by neglect and
proper enforcement. With the fines and liens on the property the owner still sees the
demolition of the buildings as the most financially viable option, even after offers of
assistance by preservation groups and the city in securing financing or taxes incentives.
The city at this point has also made an investment which it may see no return on, by
going in and stabilizing the structures and placing the lien on them, and have come to the
legal limitations on actions which can be taken to protect the buildings. Now these
buildings remain in limbo with no certain future, and discussions with the owner are
halting at best.

Even with the basic stabilizations done by the city, the houses are still in decline
without receiving routine maintenance and miss treatment by the vagrants and squatters
on the premises. The constrained efforts of the city of Charleston in this matter have
highlighted the limitations of their current laws on neglect, and due to this their may be
few options left to save the Jackson Street cottages without a private party coming in to

finance a purchase from Gilchrist. Even with all of their history and architectural

significance these houses may still face the undesirable outcome of demolition.

*’ Richardson, p.159
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Figures

Figure 1: Floor plan with one
central chimney.

Lissa Feltzer, The Charleston
“Freedman's Cottage”
(Charleston, SC: The History
Press), 20 and 21.

Figure 2: Floor plan with
two exterior chimneys.
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Figure 3: “L-shaped” floor plan.
Lissa Feltzer, The Charleston “Freedman's Cottage” (Charleston, SC: The History Press), 22.
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Figa;e 4: Plazza \;’Tth three doc;ré'_éntérkinghthé house.
Short addition on rear with small window. Photo by the author November, 2009.
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Figure 5: 193, 195, 197, 199 Jackson Street (November 2009). Photo by the author November, 2009.
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Figure 7: 197 Jackson Street, rear portion removed. Terri Owens place of residence.
Photo by the author, November 2009,
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Figure 8: 193 Jackson Street, missing bottom portion of pediment enclosure.
Mismatched vertical clapboard surrounding door leading to piazza. Photo by the auther, November 2009.

Figure 9: 199 Jackson Street, Chimney. Photo by the author, November 2009.
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Figure 11: 199 Jackson Street, modern plywood covers windows, doors, and holes in clapboard. Screen
door leading from the street to piazza is missing. Photo by the author, November 2009.
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PR

apboard on east s1

Figure 13: 195 Jackson Street, horizontal clapboard on swrrounding doorway leading to
piazza matches what is on the house. Photo by the author, November 2009.

Cunningham and Pierce 27



H Wlrens Mgy

found at Historic Charleston Foundation.

£

Figure 14: 1852 Bridgens & Allen map of the ci_ty of Charleéton'
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Figure 15: The Charleston News, Tues Jan 14 1873 microfilm at Charleston County Pubhc L1brary
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Figure 16: Morris and Martha Jenkins. Terri Owens’ great-grear-grandparents.
From the private collection of Terri Owens.
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Josephine Wilson, Terti
Owens’ Aunt that raised her,
Terri referred to her as Mama.

Terri Owens® great-
great-grandmother,
Terri called her Dah.

T i T e =4

Flgure 17: St. Phillip A.M. E. Ch | ch at 5 Johnson Street. From the prlvate collection of Terri Owens

Terri Owens’ Aunt Solomon Wilson, Terri
Lilly, daughter of Dah, Owens’ Uncle who raised her,
Terri Owens Terri’s mother’s Aunt, Terri referred to him as Papa.
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Figure 18: Front of 195 Jackson St. taken for 1999 site survey.' o
Image copy located in Charleston Board of Architectural Review files.

Figure 19: Rear of 195 Jackson St. from 1999 survey.
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Plywood is used for stabilization and to cover all exterior openings, as well as prevent access
under the buildings. Photo by the author, November 2009.

Figure 20:

(57 Jncison ST~ Cuwoey Derioghrions  12filo4
Figures 21: Charleston BAR files.
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197 Jeasond ST Civwey FreB 2fefoe

Figure 23: Large amounts of lltter and other visual evidence show the continued use by squatters and
vagrants. Photo by the author, November 2009,
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Chain of Title: 193-199 Jackson Street

Date Book & Page Grantor Grantee Type Lot Size
Chroheza Realty
4/7/1988 $173 p.551 Company Sam Gilchrist Ir Sale $564,00 | 126' (E-W) x 100' {N-5)
Chroheza Realty
1/30/1984 T134 p.372 Nathan Rosen Company $45,000 126' (E-W) x 100’ (N-5)
4/3/1937 V36 p.308 Samuel Rosen Nathan Rosen $1,000 126' (E-W) x 100" {N-S)
1/26/1937 K39 p.640 City of Charleston Samuel Rosen $1,600 126' (E-W) x 100" (N-S)
7/1/1935 H38 p.47 Richard T. Tobin City of Charleston Unpaid Taxes | 126' {E-W] x 100" (N-S)
Richard T. Tobin & Lula R 2 Lots = 178" (E-W) x 100' {N-
2/4/1907 G23 p. 59 George W. Tobin Sanders $1,625 S)
George W. & Catherine 2 Lots = 178' (E-W) x 100" (N-
5/28/1879 017 p.302 Patrick Brady Tobin $550 s)
Charles H Simonton
(Referee) 2 Lots = 178' (E-W) x 100" {N-
1/15/1873(8) 516 p.298 / City of Charleston Patrick Brady Auction $505 | §)
c. 1872 Estate of William Blake City of Charleston Forfeiture Estate/Plantation
*Reference
¢. 1700 Annotated Joseph Blake Estate/Plantation
Chain of Title Annotated
c.1700

Grantor: George Logan/Lords Proprietors
Grantee: Joseph Blake
Rivers & Regions of Early South Carolina; pg.35

Description of lands granted to Landgrave Joseph Blake which included “the part
retained lying East of King Street referred to as New Market” which can be seen on the
Brigens & Allen 1852 map of Charleston.

c. 1872

Grantor: Estate of William Blake
Grantee: City of Charleston
Book/Page: N/A

N/A

Estate of William Blake is taken by the city of Charleston, likely through default. The
lands are surveyed by W.M. Hume on December 12, 1872 and auctioned by Lowndes
and Grimball on Tuesday January 14, 1873.

January 15, 1873
Grantor: City of Charleston Referee — Charles H. Simonton
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Grantee: Patrick Brady

Book/Page: S16/298

Auction: $505

Lot: 2 lots measuring 178’ along Jackson St. x 100’

Lots 70 and 73 on Hume’s Plat, divided from the Estate of William Blake, are sold at
auction.

May 28, 1879

Grantor: Patrick Brady

Grantee: George W. Tobin & Catherine Tobin
Book/Page: 017/302

Conveyance/ Sale: $550

Lot: 2 lots measuring 178’ along Jackson St. x 100°

Two one story wooden buildings located on lot 70 and pair of one story buildings on lot
73.

In June of 1884 George W. (a bachelor) and Catherine (a widow) make a transaction
between themselves each lot sold for a sum of $3 (book C20, page 88 & 89). Catherine
dies February 4, 1902, with George retaining the property.

February 4, 1907

Grantor: George W. Tobin

Grantee: Richard T. Tobin & Lula R. Sanders
Book/Page: G23/59

Conveyance/Sale: $1,625

Lot: 126’ along Sumter St. x 100’

Richard and Lula R Sanders, relations of George W. Tobin, purchase property from city
when George defaults on tax payments. The name of the street changes from Jackson to
Sumter and then back to Jackson between 1902 and 1937. Richard and Lula divide the
land on January 20, 1917 (Book N28/124, corrected in Book N34/91).

July 1935

Grantor: Richard T. Tobin
Grantee: City of Charleston
Book/Page: H38/47

Unpaid Tax Forfeiture

Lot: 126’ along Jackson St. x 100’

January 26, 1937

Grantor: City of Charleston
Grantee: Samuel Rosen
Book/Page: K39/640
Conveyance/Sale: $1,600

Lot: 126° along Jackson St. x 100°
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Rosen also paid prior owner Richard T. Tobin $200 (Book M39/271).

April 3, 1937

Grantor: Samuel Rosen

Grantee: Nathan Rosen
Book/Page: V36/308
Conveyance/ Sale: $1,000

Lot: 126" along Jackson St. x 100°

Samuel Rosen sold the land to his son, Nathan.

January, 30 1984

Grantor: Nathan Rosen

Grantee: Chroheza Realty Co.
Book/Page: T134/372
Conveyance/ Sale: $45,000

Lot: 126’ along Jackson St. x 100’

April 7, 1988

Grantor; Chroheza Realty Co.
Grantee: Sam Gilchrist Jr.
Book/Page: S173/551
Conveyance/ Sale: $564,000

Lot: 126’ along Jackson St. x 100’
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in the State aforessid
mnmmmum-ﬁu :

176 HAVE AND TO HOLD, ol and singular, the 2aid pmnim Safors mentioned unto the sabkd ,W”

And o s J .. do hereby bind .,
lmhlndlﬂmdummrﬁuuﬁwmiul

Mﬁ%%mmmm cisiming, of to claim the s, or gay part mt. S
- WITNESS ..... Mg...nnuc wnd Seol n.,"m.m. . Gay of ,.:.,%M%i_,_,__,

1n tha year of our Lord one thousand ning handrad and., e cermssare—-resareversaee+s by e s oo T
i the one hundred ard...a/. 'W v y88r of the Smrmlg»rynnd of f U mam
sw, s-.u and D-lluud ﬁ |

the Prasence of (2 OSUE €. - - £ - LA 4 ?

sunk.u-’ﬁ-*

THE STATE OF SOUTH &4

A R
do bensby cartify woto  whom |
the wifie of the within named .
did this day appearbefore me,
:-y:mwwllim,tlrudorfﬂ:n:

Heirs and Assigns, all her inter:
snd rdessod.
Given under my hand an

Al




 RTOHAID T, TOBIN AND LULA R 3ANDER3 CUNYEY ANCKSt =

- - - - - - - - - - - - -

' i BBATE OF SOUTH OARCT.IHA
WHLREAS, heratodors and prior fa the 20th day of January,1917, Richard 7.
frobin and Tfula R.S5anda¥e wars aaized and poassusesd of gertain premisss on the weat alde

; of Naggau Strest, Jouth side of Sumter Street and Eeet aide of !Hssting Siraet, aonsisting ,

3

for the land inoinded in Lota Humbara 70 and 73 in Hume's plat of the Blake Landa ese tannntg

; in gommon, heaidea ovhar property similarly owned by them, and on or about tha agid data
_aach of theam undsrtook to convey %o the othar an undividad cos half intereset in osrtain
:propqrt:r owned Wy them 1o couwmen, in order that the asid Rioherd 7. Tohin misht be seized |
:Inﬂ posassasd ie hia owa right of gartain pleces of property, and that Lfula R.Sandera

nmight he Relzed and poanamaed in har own right of certaln pieces of property, and,

E
WHEREAS, %o oarry out the said intanticn to divida the property Jointly ownad :

i ‘hy them in oommon, the esid Lfula ReSanders sxsouted and 2aliversd %o the aaid Richard 9. -

Al Pobin, a deed radordsd iu the R.H.C.0ffica for Charleston Dounty, in Book N-28,psce L34,

‘gonvaying har interaat in divars pleasa of proparty, includ ing luter alia propsrty on tha

' %outh alde of Sumtar Jtraet, meaeauring Two Hundrad Thirty Fivas {235) feat, Pour (4) inches
on Sumtar S4¢reet, &nd tha aaid lilchard .Tobin exaauted and delivarad to the sald Lfula

. R Sandara, a desd of aosnveyanas recorded io the R.M.0.0f£1cs for Charleston Connty, in ;

Book K-B6, page L85, oonvayluog %o hsr hia iufereat iu divera pleges of property Sucluding
’:tnt ar alia the propsrty at the Southweut cornar of Nasaan end Sumisr Strests, and the pro- f
pariy ot the Southsaat gornar of lssting and Sumtsr 8t{resta, sach of Bald plecea mlpauriug ,l
One hundrad Seventy Fight(178) faet on Bumter Street, mnd, ]
WHE3RZAS, by overaight 1. stating the dimeneiona of the oropsrty on Sumter

Straat am;uyd by each to the othar, as aforeasid, conaidarablas confusion may ba asusad
and arrors have sYiaen in tha asmeaamanta of the property for tazeilon, and it was the ]
~.  intention of the partiea herato at the tima of the aforasaid convayanges im 1917, that the 1
. 8eld Riochard T Tobin ahould owm the nroperty on Sumtsr Street hetween LHiasau end Mesting
Btrsats, on which thers are now four houzes, sud which hes & frontcze 08 Sumter Strast of i

One Mundred Twenty Six (126) faet, and that Lguls E. Sandsrs should ewn Ons Hundred Sixtun%

(116) feat on Sumtar Streat vext Eaat of Haoting 3traes, and One Hundrsd Sixtesn {116) futi

on fumter Strest next Weas of Npesau Streat, and 1t 18 now ths dasirs of the partiss by |

thin their Asad to ramova any quastion se to the dimensions of the aald proparty ownad

by suoh on Sumtar Straet; '
NOW THEREFPORK,:2I0 ALL HEN BY THRSE PRESENTS, that T, Hichard T Tobin, for and:

in considaration of the premtses and the aum of Pive (§6.00) Dolinrs %o me in hand paid

v g

A&t and hafore the sisaling and delivery of these prasante, ths recalpt whereof is ha reby
soinowledsad, by Ldula R.Genders of Oharlswton, f{n the Stete aforazaid, have grantsd, bap-
guined, eold, relensad and quitolaimed, and by thede presenta do heraby mrant, hugain.aal_t:
‘ralausa and guitolaim,unto the arid Lfulp R/¥enders, her haire and aagiane, all of my i
z?1ighs, titls intwresd apd astata, of, ip and to all $hat lot, piags or parosl of land, wﬂhé i
the huildinga thareon, situate,lylos and beinsg on the Joutheast ocornsr of Mpetine and Sum- ]
. ter 8trasta, in the gity of Uharlsston, Stats nforanntd. Jnpaurine and Containing on tha
front Line on laatlng Strest One fnodred (100) fest, aod dn depth on the Torth iine on

funter 3trest One Hundred Sixtman (115) faet, bs the Raid dimensiona, more or lewa, Butting!

-and Bounding o thae Horth on Humtar Htrest, to the Best on land of Hiohmrd T.Tabia, o
Aotth on lande of , 6nd to the Waet cn Hestli ng 3t réet;

o

: - v




Appendix D: Ancestry of Owners
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United States Census Data (accessed via Ancestry.com)

1880 Census —

Patrick Brady

Catherine Tobin

18 John Street, Charleston, SC
Aged: 52 Birthplace: Ireland
QOccupation: Drayman

Spouse: Alice (age 42)

3 daughters, 1 son

12 Ambherst Street, Charleston, SC

Aged: 60 Birthplace: Ireland

Occupation: N/A

Widowed

Household: John R. (age 35), Thomas W. (25), George W.
(22), Nora A. (30)

[Listed in 1870 Census — Husband: Richard Household: Michael (26), Laura (19)]

1900 Census —

Lula R. Sanders (Tobin)

[Alterations in 1920 Census]

1910 Census —

Richard Tobin

[Alterations in 1920 Census]

75 Drake Street, Charleston, SC

Aged: 22 Birthplace: South Carolina

Mother: Emma (age 54)

Spouse: John L. (29) Married 1 year

Household: Thomas J Sanders (25), Matilda J. Palmer (51)

Saint Dennis & Saint Thomas, Berkley, SC

Aged: 42

Mother: Mary E. (74)

Spouse: John S. (49)

Children: Gladys (19), John S. (17), Clara (12)
Charles (11), Thomas V. (8), Lula B. (5)

93 Meeting Street, Charleston, SC

Aged: 38 Birthplace: South Carolina
Occupation: Carpenter & [illegible]

Spouse: Mamie (age 30)

Children: Richard T. (5), Lula R. (3), Robert G. (1)

Saint Dennis & Saint Thomas, Berkley, SC

Cunningham and Pierce 43



Aged: 47
Spouse: Mary A. (40)
Occupation: Statesman & [illegible]
South Carelina Death Certificate / Charleston County Death Records

George W. Tobin (M, W, Single)
1933, Columbia, SC Cause — Apoplexy
Age 72, Occupation — Mechanic
Birthplace — Charleston, SC 1861
Parents — Richard & Catherine Tobin

Lula Rosalie Sanders

Dec. 23, 1928
Father — Michael Tobin Mother — Mary deLesseline

16 Elmwood Ave., Charleston, SC
Widowed — Domestic

Richard Thomas Tobin (Sr.)

1947
Father — Michael Tobin Mother — Mary deLesseline

158 Darlington Ave., Charleston, SC
Married — Mary Alma Kennedy
Retired — 40 yrs w/ Southern R.R. Co.

Michael J. Tobin
Jan. 7, 1898
Age 58
Married — Machinist
17 Ambherst St., Charleston, SC
Lifelong Resident of Charleston*

All are listed as being buried at St. Lawrence Cemetery, Charleston, SC

* 1870 census place of birth recorded as Ireland, 1860 census records place of birth as SC
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Childhood at 197 Jackson Street
A House Freed Slaves Occupied after the Civil War
By
Terri Owens

In 2002 I read an article written by Jason Hardin, and discovered that the house
that I spent almost eight years of my life in, at 197 Jackson Street, at one time
housed freed slaves after the Civil War. As a history major, I was excited to learn
that my life, in a very personal way, was connected to the subjects I love to study
most, Slavery, and the Civil War

I was born in McClellan Banks Hospital on August 8, 1956 and after my birth, I was
taken home to the house next door to 197 Jackson Street, where my mother rented a
room from a man we called Mr. Danny. I was only six months old when my mother
Ieft my brother, sister and I to live with her Aunt Josephine Wilson. After she
moved to New York in search of work, When she left, we moved next door, to 197
Jackson Street, where Solomon and Josephine Wilson, our Grand Aunt and Uncle

lived.

Josephine became my mother. Her parents were Cherokee Indians. Their names
were Morris and Martha Jenkins, Josephine’s husband, Solomon, whom I called
Papa, worked at the Naval Ship Yard and was also the Associate Pastor of St.
Phillip A. M. E. Church, around the corner from our house, at 5 Johnson Street.
Later, Rev. Octavis Geathers became our pastor.

We rented from a white man named Mr. Rosen. I remember that he came to the
house each month to collect the rent. While the house is now only a shell, our house
had four rooms and a very nice porch on which we took our baths in a big metal
tub. The porch had what we called a street door. When you entered it, there was a
stoop on both sides that you could rest upon. You then walked up a few steps to get

to the Porch.

Two screen doors were on the porch, which lead into the house. If you entered the
first screen door, you walked into the bedroom and to the left was the living room.
On the bedroom wall hanging on a nail was a Cat of Nine Tails. As I studied the
Colonial Period and Slave History, at the College of Charleston, I was surprised to
see a picture of what I was whipped with as a child, in a book on slavery. I also
smiled to read the name...Cat of Nine Tails because we called it a catty nine tail.

The bedroom was the room that mama, papa and 1 slept in. If you entered from the
second screen door, you would be in the kitchen. The kitchen was pretty drab.
There was a chimney connected to a big black potbelly stove. We had to chop and
haul in wood to feed the fire to cook with and to keep warm. Coal was also
delivered sometimes, but I think we did not have it all the time because it was too
expensive. In later years, one gas stove was purchased to heat the entire house.



Momma cooked on the top of the black potbelly stove, on burners that were
removed with a metal tool that slipped into a grove that allowed the tool to bear its
weight. She could then add more wood kindle, or poke the fire. She would bake
sweet potatoes and other foods in a little compartment on the side of the stove. In
later years, we got a gas stove with an oven.

Off from the kitchen, down a short hallway, was a little room used as a bedroom. It
was said to be haunted. We turned our lights on and off by using a string hanging
from the ceiling. We also had oil lamps that we used at night because [ was afraid of

the dark,

At first, we did not have 2 bathroom in our house. My friend Janie (Janice Brown)
across the street did, but we did not. Janie lived in a big white house that had three
or four different apartments. I loved to use the bathroom at her house. We had an
Out House that smelled horrible and had lots of spiders inside. It had a wooden seat
with a hole in it and when you looked in, you saw water was always dark and had
trash in it. I had to use it during the day. Each time I sat on it, I was always afraid

I would fall in.

At night, I got to use what we called a slop jar. It was a bucket made of porcelain
and it had a top to keep the odor in. Well, with the help of a little Pine Sol. It had a
metal wire like handle that we used to pick it up with when it had to be dumped in
the back yard the next morning. I was lucky, because the bigger kids had to go out
to the outhouse even at night. Later, the city must have required indoor bathrooms,
and he built us one on the side porch. Still, when it was first built, it had no hot

water, nor electric light.

In mama’s bedroom, there was a radio. We listened to Bishop David Joyner and
Flo Myers in the morning after the older kids were off at school. I would listen
while I ate my grits and eggs. Eggs came from the hens in the yard. The chickens
grew from little biddies chickens we got for Easter. They would be dyed in pastel
colors. We brought them from the feed store. Each child would get one. If they did
not die, they would eventually end up being Sunday dinner. I think at some point,
the city told mama that she could no longer raise chickens in the yard because she
took down the coops.

My mother was very resourceful. She had a garden in the back of the house where
she would grow collard and turnip greens and herbs for medicinal purposes. The
slips that I wore were made out of flour sack bags. Mama, like other women, also
made collection baskets out of sweet grass for our church.

To wash our clothes, our bodies and to scrub the floor, mama made lye soap in the
back yard and she use to say keep quiet because they would come and get her if they
knew she was making lye soap. We would put brown paper bags cut into strips all
around the spaces in door jams and windows, in an attempt to keep the draft out.



Mama also made heavy quilts for the beds, to keep us warm. We got a lot of
deliveries back then. We got a big block of ice that we put in the ice box to keep it
cold. Coburg alse delivered milk in bottles, We got two bottles of white milk and

one chocolate for me.

Dr. Hoffman was our doctor. I think he was mulatto...maybe not. He made house
calls and would sometimes come to our house if someone was too sick to go to his
office. When we went to the office on Cannon street, we had to enter through the
back door and sit in the hallway until he could work the black folk in among his
white patients. You could go there at SPM and not leave until 3AM the next
morning. For that reason, we often packed a lunch.

Mama was born in 1900. Her parents were Cherokee Indians. Their names were
Martha and Morris Jenkins, T am currently writing a book and having research
done on our family history to validate speculations that she grew up on Medway
Plantation in South Carolina.

I have fond memories of my neighbors on Jackson Street, both black and white.
The term checkerboard described the demographic layout of the houses the families
lived in. On our street, in sections, there was one black family then one white family.

Across the street from us lived Mrs. Annie and Mr. Herman and down the street
were Mr. Burns and his family. Both families were white. Mr, Burns owned a store
in the neighborhood where you could buy grocery items and Jacks cookies 2 for a
penny. I remember when most of the cookies were sold, and it got to the bottom of
the jar, I would hit the jack pot, as he would give me a bag full of crumbs.

At night, when it was too hot to stay in the house, the men in the neighborhood
would burn rags in an old oil drum can. The smoke was supposed to keep the
mosquitoes away. We had one little box fan in the window of the front room. It
was turned backwards to suck the kot air out of the house. That usually did not
work. Iliked when some of the mothers in the neighborhood would take the
children with a blanket or a quilt in hand, on a slow walk down to the battery,
where we would lay on the grass and catch the breeze. I use to fall asleep.

In the evening you had to take a bath and change your clothes. Once you had on
clean clothes you could not play in the dirt. So in the evening the streets were filled
of children playing one two three red light, Simon says, or dodge ball with the other
children in the neighborhood. My best friend was Janie Brown. She and I would
also play hide n seek among the cars owned by the Pontiac dealer that had a service
center on one corner of meeting and Jackson Street and a new car dealership on
the other corner. Those cars were so beautiful and long. I especially loved to look
at the Indian Head Statue on the front of the car. Also for fun, we would just look
at our mirrored reflection in the cars, the closer you got, the fatter you got, and the
farther away you walked, the thinner you got. I was fat, so seeing me get thin was



fun. We also played a game in which we tried to loose our shadows, or we would try
to count the many stars in the sky.

Of the four slave houses, Mr. Danuy lived in the first house from meeting street,
with his daughter and son. We lived in the second house. I still remember our phone
number Ra-20843. In the third house lived Mrs. Estelle and her husband and Mrs.
Estelle’s sister, Mrs. Alston lived in the fourth house on the end farthest from

Meeting Street.

Behind our house was an Alley and there were three to four more houses made of
grey wood, that looked like ours, but were smaller and in much worst shape. The
Holbacks lived in one of the houses. Linda Horlback was my friend and classmate.
They had a really big family. Her mother’s name was Mrs. Lillian Horlback. There
was also a lady named Ms. Lottie that lived back in the ally. Others families that I
remember having lived in that area were the Jefferson’s, The Smiths, and the

Flowers.

With the help of The South Carolina Historical Society, who will be conducting
research for me on the area surrounding Jackson Street, I will complete a book I am
writing about the surrounding neighborhoods of Jackson Street and my childhood

living at number 197.

I am also making an effort to attract attention to the houses in hopes of generating
sources of funding including grant money, to help the owner, Sam Gilchrist restore
the homes. In the article written back in 2002, he was quoted as saying that
restoring the houses could cost as much as $100,000 each. In a telephone
conversation with him on May 6, 2009, he expressed enthusiasm and gratitude to
.anyone who can assist him in securing funds to help him restore the four historic
Freedman style cottages on Jackson Street.





