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The Huguenot Church at 136 Church St. was charleston’s first
church structure in the Gothic Revival style.

Built in 1B44-45, it was designed by Edward Brickell White,
one of Charleston’s best architects of the mid-19th century. The
structure is the third (some authorities say fourth) Huguenot
Church on the site. French calvinist immigrants organized a church
in charles Town about 1681 and built their first sanctuary on the
site in 1687.

Cne structure on the site was deliberately blown up in a vain
‘attempt to arrest the Great Fire of 1796, which ravaged the area.

over a period of time many of the Huguenot families had become
Episcopalians, but in the 1840’s there was a revival of interest in
the faith of the Huguenot forefathers, and White was engaged to
build a new church edifice. -

In 1842, White had gone on an extended business trip to cities
in the North, where he had undoubtedly observed new Gothic Revival
structures. Gothic Revival, as an architectural style, had been in
use in 2merica since 1799, when Benjamin Latrobe designed Sedgeley,

a house in New York State. Less important structures had been
built in the "Gothik" style during the Colonial period.
! ) _

of the several types of Gothic architecture, the Huguenot
church probably follows most clesely the English Perpendicular
style of  the 13th century, a style characterized by strong
horizontal and vertical lines, tall and slender bukttiresses and
large windows with simplified tracery. S

“ Phe interior wvaulting of Perpendicular structures, however,
tended to be much more elaborate than that of the Huguenot Church.
The fan vaulting of the Unitarian Church in Archdale Street would
be more characteristic. The Huguenot Church is a stuccoed brick
structure rectangular with a gable roof. Windows are wide and tall
with simple intersecting tracery.

Between each bay is a slender buttress, and there are diagonal :
buttresses on the corners. Buttresses on the front have deep panels
rising to trefoils. All the buttresses have crockets and finials. =

Crockets ‘and finials also appear above the cornice along the ’
front gable and above the dripstones of the front windows. a
pattlemented parapet extends along the sides of the building. The
main doorway is set into a rather low, pointed arch opening. Feils
in relief decorate the spandrels abeve the arch.
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In the interior, the narthex is separated from the nave by a
pierced wooden screen of lancet arches. A narrow flight of stairs .
leads from the narthex to the gallery above it. The gallery rail,
with balustrading featuring foil motifs, rises above the pierced screen.

There are no columns to create side aisles, so the vaulting
rises from decorative consoles on the side walls between windows.
The ribs are rather plain and minimal in number. Their
intersections are covered with foliated bosses.

‘ Ooriginal box pews are retained in the nave. Decorative.
elements are minimal in the interior, leaving maximum impact to
marble wall tablets that memorialize illustrious Huguenots.

In the upper part of the apse is the choir loft, containing a
Henry Erben organ designed for the church in 1845.

. Edward B. White, who designed the church, was one of
Charleston’s most prolific 19th century architects. Surviving
‘structures of his design include Grace Protestant Episcopal Church,
the east wing of the 0ld citadel, the Market Hall, Centenary
Methodist Church, St. Johannes Lutheran Church, the wings and
portico of Randolph Hall at the College of Charleston, the steeple
of St. Philip’s Protestant Episcopal Church and the old Charleston

High 8chool on Society Street. ' . '
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appears to be the lower portion of the
east wall lies exposed, he said.
This spring, the church had ‘lit- .

- urgies reprinted for the first time

since 1886. Bryant, who also serves as

~ director of development at Baptist

College, said the church historically
has had ministers of many denomina-
tions, However, he said, “I'm the first
Baptist in the 300-year history.”

The church membership includes
members of other denominations who
claim Huguenot descent, including
Baptists, Episcopalians and Presby-
terians, Many different denoninations
have worshipped in the Huguenot

. sanctuary while awaiting con-
- struction of their own churches. '

Bryant says his is “the only inde-
pendent Huguenot Church in
America. I'm told we are the only ac-
tive Huguenot church outside of »

Huguenot Church

The church is open daily. Visitors
come to trace their own Huguenot
roots and read memorial tablets
placed to help raise funds for the
church. Historical names on the tab-
lets include George Washington,
whose mother was of Huguenot de-

‘scent -and Sidney Lanier, a writer

from Macon, Ga.,, whose mother’s
portrait is in a home on Tradd Street.

Today, Huguenots from ali over the
world come and worship in the
church, Bryant said. ’

A group of Huguenots, including a .
number from Charleston, will travel
to Paris in 1985 in commemoration of
the revocation of the Edict of Nantes
in 1685.

At one time there were five Hugue-
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around Charlesten. All of them dis-
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and it refused to dissolve,” Brya
said. He is trying to re-inject vitality

in idegs and iHustrations from

Era, as well as poetry. I quote Sidn
Lanier quite often and other lite:

Since its reopening, the histor
shrine -again has become a ‘li
congregation,” Bryant said.

France, We use a 1713 liturgy, first
used in Reform churches in Switzer-
Tand.” ‘ B

A French service is conducted an-

Dr. Herbert Stein-Schneider, a Hu-
guenot and the pastor of St. John's
Episcopal Church in Washington, D.C.
— the “Church of the President.” Sun-
day school children, who study con-
versational French and French songs,
perform at the annual French ser-
vice.
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