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The Huguenot churcli at 136 Church st. was charleston's first
church structure in the Gothic Revival style.

Builtin!844-45'itl.¡asttesígnectt,yEdtlrardtBrickelllvhite,
o¡¡e of charleston's best architects of the mict-19th century. The
structure is the thirat (some authorities saY fourÈh) Iluguenot
ðtri="rt on the siÈe. French calvinist immigrants organizetl a c1.urch
in Charles Torùri about 1641 and buílt lheir first sanctuary on the
síte in 1687.

one structute on the site was dteliberatety blo!¡n up in a vain
attempt .Èo arresÈ the Great Fire of 1796, $thich ravagecl the area.

over a period of time many of the lluguenot fanilies.had becone
Episcopal.ianL, bnt ín the 1g46ls there ?¡as a revivaf of ínterest in
tire laitfr of the Huguenot forefathers, and white was engage'l to
build a nev¡ church eclifice.

fn Lg42t white had çJone on an extended business triP to cities
in the North, vrhere he hãd undoubtedly observeal Ìe!¡ GoÈhic Revival
structures. Gothis Revival, as an architectrrral style, had been in
use in Ðtlerica since 1799, r,¡hen Benjanin Latrobe des¿gineå sedgeleY,
a house in New York sÈate. Less i.nrportant strucÈures ha(l lleén
buil-t in the trcothikrr, styLe dturing the coloniaL period'

of the several ty!,es of Gothic architecture, the $uguenot
Church probably fo1lor,¡À nost closely the English Perpe¡'.licular
style oìf t,he 13th century, a style ëharacteriu ecl by strong
hoiizontaL anal vettical lines, taLl andl slenaler buùtresses ancl
large winclows !úith simplifiect tracery.

The interÍor vautting of Perpentlicul-ar sÈructures, however,
tenctecl to be much more elabor:ate than that of the ¡{uguenog church.
The fan vaulting of the unitarian church ir¡ Archalale street woulcl
be more charactéristic. The Euguenot church is a stuccoetl brick
structure fectangular vJíth a giable roof. winrlows are wide and talL
with simple intersecting trace¡:y.

Betr,teen each baY is a slencler buttress, anat there are cliagonal
bgtÈresses on the có¡ners. Buttresses on the fronÈ have deep panels
rising to trefoils. Att the buttresses have cr.)ckets ancl finials.

crockeÈs and fj.nials" alsc, appeal above bhe corníce aJ'ong the i

front gable anal above the clriPstones of the front windorùs' A
Þattle¡rient-edt FaraÞet extenals along the siales of the builcling" Ehe
¡nain doorway i" ="t i¡¡Lo a xather lolr, pointecl arch oPen1ng' Fcils
in relief clecorate the span€lrels abcve Èhe arch'
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In the interior, the narthex is separated from the nave by a
piercedl !¡ooilen ."t..n of lancet arches" 

- i narrow flight of stairs
ieads from the narthex to the gallery above it. The gallery rail,
with batustracting featuring foil motifs, rises above the piercedl screen'

There are no columns to create sidle aisles¡ so the vautting
¡ises from dlecorative consoles on the siËle walLs betÍteen ltindows.
The ribs are rather plain and minimal in number ' Their
intersections are covered ltith foliatedl Þosses.

original box per,rs are retaineËl in the nave' Ðecoratíve
elements are ¡ninimaL in Èhe interíor, leaving naximurn inpact to
¡narble wall tablets that ¡nemorialize ittustrious Huguenots'

In the upper Part of the apse is the choir loft, containing a
Henry Erben organ ctesigned for the church in 1845'

Edr,¡ard B . White, who cles ignecl the church, Iúas one of
charlestonrs ¡nost prolific l.9th century architects. surviving
structureF of his aelign inclucte crace Protestant EPiscoPaL Church,
Èhe east wing of the olcl citacteL, the uarket Hal1, centenary
MethodÍst church, st. Johannes trutheran church, the wings anil
portico of Randôlph EaII at the college of charlestori, the steeple
ãt st. PhiliP's Protestant Episcopal chuFch ancl the old charlêston
Hígh Schoo1 on society street-



Ove¡ a peÌiod ol time, mâ!r_\¡ of the
iug'renot famiìies had become EÐis-
'opâliâns. But in the l&í{ts there;es
r revival of interest in the laith oithe
{uguenot fo¡efåtheÌs. ând lVhite
v¿L-\ eugage(l to buiÌd À new chEreh
'r.irlìc¡-
Jfl liìlJ Whire hâd gonÊ on ar 9)¡-

eÍ!f¡{i{ b slness fflp lo clÈies in lherortiì, rtrhere he h¿d Lll]doubtedly
'bservcd ¡ew corbic Rel'ìv¿ll stnró-
u¡eÈ liothic Revivål ¿s art arcÌ¡i
sctì]¡irl slyle. hÂd beer ùì use in
[m€r'cs since 179T, ü.her1 Ðe¡jaMi¡
-.itrcNe,iesiËncd sr,¡gr.jey, a house
I \!+ 'i-ùrk Stdle Less rmpo,"lant
i.'.ic¡t¡res ha{l been trsìtt ;¡ the
'Gnihjr k ' iij,ie ¡hi inÉ¡ ihe Colcniäl

G')ihiir ;ìerivel iti ec.ÌesìasùÊ .-

i-!ir'arüae, ho,,ve!¿¡r. did lrot bÈcome
leùi.lr¡rry Êoputar i¡ .\meÈicå u¡rtil
i1e iÁri0't and t8l0s. wt!:¡ tbe id€as



lq: sllt$_l-s!o To keep the chu-rc-tr ããtìoiË.. À'mãñö'ñifo;Ëä;ö'" '- ¡rer ¡¡eaqst(rne' nea¡ me wålkwav
open year-round, -air-èoncuiõniig - w-ere thsrè or .:i.n'.e. ràiË;äi'd 

r"oEu.Ë_: 9eij.åïå,irtiisliåTü*.iä"d;
oucts vere lnstatled. While work çai .183{.'. He lol¡nd .tìq Jso¡esiir mtnt uãiiõri f;¡Ëiväî.úåîí o-i 

^d.tt ¿." ¡ir
*Í3i^fÊI:^TfJtþrs, of the .church. . coni tion. They badii.ñÃã an acro S€Dt. ¡?{3. snd deoârrêd rhic trrå ¡n
uncer wây, memberc of the church. .coniltion. rhei badn,r hÀã ;l ?",9 öåiili?Äi'i,ìäiã.i.iiJä,tiË iìlJåi
:,11y*9_Tjg1q.fg-heavy,sotidpine qat! evãry 
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"-i'#'j'T."JÍ"åi.'"å'iåTïL:',îîï !!!Ëil1y;i;i'-H'.?r'ü'åî"ii lntftfîi*ìilflgr"'jå.Hvariedtromlsinchesro2tåieethich. 
fera¡ro¡.ø..$õliug,ienoiörurì¡;to r;r.¿ìiîii.1ì"i"iiîiiii,îãLt¡." 

"lle c.qlne u.pon rubble f¡om t'Le try to ¡¿enuty ¡rhri-Uaã-biæn buìrtemolition oähe präuiãiri.ï"1.åi, ån'¿ Accordinr ro nu'uenôr *.1#;" ' i;j"Ç^:iLr,o"TÍ.î åTitJ rl'ñ¡¡*g ¡..9""
rooßtones that match tombsrones . ¡ecqr.d! 

,puÉlished tñ ióái, iq¿ä. ;äryñ;d;f,"ütnolg¡t_ to. have been moved befo¡e ' would haie leen-¡ãäes Wl ãäune, ate¿ with a larithe 1845 cburch was erected on that :theau, who ¿iè¿ ian. gligss.'i¡.ã. cor_ -,;Þhiti. M.¿;-_,;
¡¡.wycu uer{rfc wuu¡q.¡¡aye peef¡ James w. tjoune, ated with a largè.rñcthe 1845 cburch was erected on that :theau, who ¿iè¿ ian. gligss.'b.ïigrqund. -responds .to Elizabèth .Bou¡eti::Í-: 

.'. Pbilie M:s'gervi ¡Îw
rhe bu:iát markers we¡e sketched *niãìã ¡iãv. elreãi:täñiöifr ;h: sei ci

This_small f.ootston€ lnscribed_"Capt. p.M.,, was found underneath
L"^lj:TlIyJy-q,gJ church. rhe stone is thoushi io-uà'iãËieo to
3..1?Jg:-.lT;'IT1ro capt. p¡irip Meéie,vii 
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'iêr, Charleston, S.C., Monday, May gO, 1993

"This church has been

vin's life and from the

persons of Huguenot descent.l

Era, as well as poetry. I quote
Lanier quite often and other I

Bryant says his is "the only inde-
pendent Huguenot Chuicb in
America. I'm told we are the onlv ac-
tive Huguenot church outsidê of.
France. We use a 1713 liturcv. first f
used in Reform churches in Slitre"- I

land."
A F¡ench service is conducted an-

nually the last Sunday in March by
Dr. Herbert Stein-Scñneider. a Hu-
guenot and the pastor of St. John's
Episcopal Churcli in Washinston. D.C.

- the "Chuch of the Preisidãnt.; Sun-
day school children, who study con-
versational French and F¡ench songs,
p€rform at the annual French sè¡-
vtce.

Since its reop€ning. tåe h
shrine again bäs beiome a
congregation,' Bryant said.
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r, a genealo-
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r my knees,
The story is
family once
roy" pushed
n the south
.n a slrong
space.
. Philip C.
l the g¡aves
Their pres-
845 church
previous
the discov-

mer edifice
the way to
ctuary.
le present
ly 36 feet
:ture. What

appears to be the lower Dortioo of the
east wall lies exDosed. hi said.

This spring, ihe clurch had lit-. urgieç repriBted for the first time
since 1886. Bryant, who also serves as
director of develooment at BaDt$r
College, said the chu¡ch historiially
has had mi¡isters of many denomina-
tions. However, he said, "l'm the first
Baptist in the 300-year historv."

The church meinbershio includes
members of other denominàtions who
claim Huguenot descent, including
Baptists, .Episcopâlians and presby-
terians. Matry different denoninatiom
have worshipped in the HugueDot
sanctuary while awa itins coo.
struction of their own churchei.

The church is op€n daily. Visitors
come to trace their own Husuenot
roots and read memorial tãblets
placed to help raise funds for the
church. Historical names on the tab.
lets include George Washington,
whose mothþr wâs of HugueDot de-
scent and Sidney Lanier, a writer
from Macon, Ga., lvhose mother's
portrait is in a home on Tradd Street.

Today, Huguenots Irom all over the
world come and worshio in the
church, Bryant said.

A group of Huguenots, including a
number from Charleston. will travel
to Paris iD lg8ã incommemoration of
the revocation of the Edict of Nantes
in 1685.

At one time there were five Husue-
not churches in the various oarilhes
around Charleston. All of th-em dis-

Calvinistic, always ver¡r independ,
and it refused to disso¡ve,t B¡t
said. Hr is.trying to re-i¡ject vitåüti
to th€ Sunday services: "I try io bring
in ideas and illustrations fioúi Câi-

solved, closing their doors and I
with Episcopal churches i¡ the
rng areas. People lost inter€
câuse the early Hugue¡ots insis
conducting services in French.
people stopped speaking
foreign liturgy became a
the churches.


