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The Edwin L.

Kerrison House

v
The Edwin L. Kerrison house.
By George Woolston

Located at 138
Wentworth St., the two-
story stucco-brick home
with its brooding Tower of
Wind columns backing the
elegant garden and
driveway secured by a gate,
crafted by none other than
Philip Simons, the Edwin
L. Kerrison House looks as
if it should be perched on
the banks of East Egg
rather than nestled in the
heart of Harleston Village.
Indeed, it is quite unique -
in comparison to the flavor
of other local structures.

Edwin L. Kerrison was a
local dry goods merchant
who started off small.
Then, around 1830, he
turned his dry goods
business into a department
store at the corner of King
and Market Streets, where
the Riviera Theatre
currently stands. The
original structure was built
in 1830 and in 1838 was
destroyed in the great fire.
Kerrison rebuilt his
department store where it
stood. In 1852, the building
was sold and remodeled
into a theatre. Kerrison’s
store moved further up
King and its bottom floor is
now the home of
Anthropologie.

Back to the house: After
the fire, Kerrison decided
to build his home on
Wentworth Street.
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Completed in 1840, the
home was designed by
famous Rhode Island
Architect Robert Warren,
who was related to
Nathaniel Russell and
spent his winters and
South Carolina.

The house was built in
Greek Revival style with
"Tower of Wind portico
columns and a row of heavy
dentils under the roof, a
common characteristic of
Warren’s work in Rhode
Island. It also features a
front door copied from
Minard LeFevre’s book on
Greek Revival architecture.
The house was one of the
first to have running water
in Charleston, with the
water pumped from the
cistern to the rooms in the
house. Located at the rear
of the property is the
unique octagonal
bathhouse, which was used
as a guest house. In 1842,
the house was listed for
rent advertising it as
recently built with running
water and a “handsomely
laid out garden.”

The house was used as
the headquarters for the
Protestant Episcopal
Diocese of South Carolina
from 1947 to 1970. In 1970,
the house became privately
owned. Until recently, the
Villa de la Fontaine Bed
and Breakfast was also
located on the property.
The sign still hangs at the
front of the property. j
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Mansion Boasts

Neo-Classic Design
By LISA DENNIS
Post-Courier Repoarter .

The white mansion at 138 Went-
worth St. dates to 1839 and remains

one of the most stately homes in the -

historic djstriet.

The neo-classic design of the house
has been attributed to Russell Warren
of Rhode Island. In her book, “Archi-

tects of Charleston,” Beatrice St.. |

Julien Ravenel writes: “One Charles-
ton building may possibly be a product
of his Classical Revival period. This is
the brick ... house (at 138 Wentworth).

Do You Know
Your Charleston?

“In its Temple of the Winds type of
columns (which here somehow have a
faint Egyptian feeling with the foliage
seeming as much lotus as acanthus), in

_the heavy row of dentils under the

roof, and in the shape, size and disposi-
tion of the panes in the second story
windows, it resembles the wooden
Shephard House, 19 Charles Field St.,
in Providence, R.L, designed by War-
ren about 1840.” ’

The large, two-story dwelling was
constructed by Edwin L. Kerrison,

founder of a dry goods business that:

has evolved into the present Ker-
rison’s Department Store, and is
owned by Aubrey W. Hancock.

Many people notice a similarity be-
tween the Kerrison Mansion and the
Joseph Daniel Aiken House at 20 Char-

See Mansion, Page 2-B

Staff Photo by Bill Jordan

A Stately Dwelling

This home at 138 Wentworth St. was one of the bathhouse and gazebo rank among the oldest and

first tez have bathing facilities and its sctagonal best preserved buildings#f its kind in the city.
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{EDITOR'S NOTE: ;'\mm in
A series of articles em the
early dwellings eof Beaufain
and Wentwurth sireets, The

tenth article will appear Mon-

day.)
By W. H. J. THOMAS

The !..r,;: two-stary duelu )
house  at 138 “e‘nmarl!‘.,
recenflv. purchased from the
Trustees of the Protestant

| Emscopal Church in Sminh
Carolina bv Aubrey W. Han-

cock and William A. Fontaine,
was constructed hefween 1839
and 154° “e Fdwin L. Kee-
rison. a founder of a dry
goods business that has evolv-
ed o the present Kerrison's
Depariment Store

it was in the summer nf
T8 that Kermison bought tie
first pertron of is baiding o
He put §2306 1o Jonn
Cessforda  Ker, a  local
menghant, for a lot 47 feet
&rneg 8t Wenlwerth Street

- Pit

reaching back

and 2 feet
On Aprg 15,0 1834, Rerrison
purchased a lot or mughlv fhe
same size from David (.
Leva, an auetioneer  with
Tohias and Co., for §2.400.

We know he completed his
Eoe by 1842 becanse of the
adveriisenmient  that mav be
found in the  Chavleston
Courier on March © of that
vesr If reads; )

g I{EI\'L that  verv
elegant BRICK RESIDENCE,
recessed from the street, with
a handsomely laid out Garden
in front, situated on the North
side of Wentworlh between
and  Smith  streets
recently built, and at present
cocupied by L Kerrisan
The hotse v commesdioge nnd
heantifullv arcanged, every e
festion pasving been pad In
comtbort sndg clegance The lat
mieasiures  cne  hundred  feet
frant, by about one hundred
and eighty feet deep. O
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the prenuses
w.ith o large
for servunts,

a7 a Riien
acv irmodations
& Stwldsy, Store
Hritve, Bathing House, (arrl-
ape House and Sigb'a
et brwek ha o
Woge Urstern,

Call new -
HBEN. A very
end well of wa-
ter the waters of whiel, are
conducted by oresns of pipes
o the varocs  buhiea-,
wrere use and comfort may
reauire  thern  For poigeu
lar<, Apply 10 SLONJO
WHITE, Auctianeer gnd Brok-
er W Broed S

Abraham Tohias bought the
property for SI0.000 on Jau.

i 184). Six years later he
£5id it fo Godard Balev, wha
thea sald it oo April w1230

fo Fdmnnd ool -

Mo oon gy Do owgN amee
&g n =1 hy Abirahinn
Torite The v directarics

far m|° period shicw Kerrson
&5 a resident of this partion
of Wentworthh Street, and he

e T

@5:

Tiav o Dave  rerned froom
Tohis,
Acting as esecutor of

with  of  Abys

the
Tohiisa.

nam

Thamas Jeffersen Tohias sold
thi
I

propectyon Mareh 18,
Welliam 4 Wardlaw
MY

<tle of

Do You Know
Your Charleston?

‘e dwelling o T. Red
Hoviston, who then sold i1 f3
Mav Selena Arnold. It was
cext purchised by Tohn A,
iJuackenbush - from  Mury
heaheth Sohnide executey
it st e e A e

wird
[T

e Xax f TR Y s
fo Moo Fhaghett O
for ETORE Tnowetfine her
estate at the swaet of Jhe Mih

S O
for 5 1o0.

tn Geargea (0 Aniller

Mrso Ml died ocmoo1020,
leaving the properiy i her
st Leordon 3Hler ant her
doaugter Mareyeree .
Moibee [t rennnned e he
Mitter caihy unts 1T hep
iowar enmvesed e 30t

thy Prrate tant Eooseapat
Dnaecse o0 South Cereimn, Ie
has secved e e Dinense

hexinuarters sinee tha time
Gy Aarch 11970, 1t was
sold to its present owners who
hope tn restore 10 winle mak-
mg no resl stracturo) chanpes.

The design T the house
has feer gtmbired 1o [inaeed]

landt
"Archetpcte of

Warmein of  Khode
ber bk

Ol o LT AENTI
At B el vt RanT
R R hogel E:f‘;‘: N
possty b peed of e

Chiewical Revisal penie ol Tins

ceptury, the house was sold s the brick Miller house, now
by W. Gibbes Whaley, master 138 Wentworth St S [
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its Temiple ¢ the Winds tvpe
o f-nhmmsﬁj (which  here
semehow have a faine Egvp-
har feeling, with the folinge

SOMILE a8 imuch lotus 35 -

Aarthus., in| the heavy row
£ s uncer the roof. ang
“ve shupe, size and disposi-
“toof paned In the second
windows, it resembles
e waaden §jepard house, 19
Coaries  Figld  Street, in
Providen¢,  Rhode Isiand,
designed by | Warren  ahout
B840 !

Many other: have noted the
simlarity  be'ween  the Ker-
rison Houze 4snd the Jos
Menel Aiken House at 20
baarinlte St ouilt about 1848,

I *he paptien Fifid the capitals

ot d

Stars

A g from 20 Charlot.
% it fhye |1:":1I‘1_V - identic&l

treming,  general
Propactions - and  the
< Chitrave of (e wide interigp
all dnorwavel there jg that
8:xMmienees !i-;,“lt canned: be
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depied. Charlatte Foreey
house ‘jas been attribaien 0
James Curtis why was
active focally when Rerrisen
nad his home constructed. ‘
Both dwellings — ip keeping: {
with the period in which they |
were built — have 3 genergl @
bareness that was the fashign
In this phuse of neo-classiciemm, 5
Yer a certaip fondress for ¢
the lavish deraj). to become !
more popular by the 1633s, :

is apparent. ;
the stark

{

As if to ralieve ;
€xpression of taj inadormed §
!

:

F

plaster walls ang windows and

doors of great size, we fing |
the  builder has made d

dwelling, with g repetition of | mt ST e
the anthemiop motif which |

™May aiso be found gyor the | y C g

front door exterior. .

g he in‘erior floor plan is | ’ e RS g BT
of interest, with ap attempt S P i S _
made to create g sense gf ' KERRISON BOUSE RECENTLY SCLD By EPE§€‘GP§§,
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‘&reat space for formal living, Dwelling was cempleted by 1849 when offered for TNt (Staff Photo by E‘%‘SE#
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