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Once the home of John Methews,
former governor of South Cerplina,
the large eighleenth—ceniury house
st the southcasl corner ol Rulledge
avenue and Wentworth street pos-
sesses & garden which s almost as
formal in plan as its drawing room.

Tha design as a whole is crienfed
to the maln sxis of the house, while
the individual tlower beds, some
reooped, some round, and others re-
sembling much modified fleur—de-
lis, are placed so us to balance
each other. An article on Charles-
fon pardens by Loulrel W. Briggs
in House and Garden magazine for
May, 1934, suppesixs that the design
may show a French influerce.

The flowers Inciude old-fashioned
violas, star jessamine, cacli, sky-
blue plumbago capensis, etars of
Bethiehem, and a beautiful double-
pink camellis japonica, as well as
vellow and lilac bignonla vines apd
white clematis. .. Surprisingly, the
beds are edged with tiles instead of
the usual bricks. A symmetrical
hackberry and a sawleaf palm as
high ns the house stand in the back-
ground. The poldiish poo] in one
corner I8 & modern toucth. The gar-
den is protecied but not hidden
{rom the street by en iron f{ence,

The house is two stories tall un-
der loity peaked roof, and is
built of black cypress on a high
brick basement. Under the un-
usually broad front plazza’ are
urches, and at the {fop of each arch
the bricks are laid 1o resemble a
keystone, From Rulledge avenue,
a2 double flight of wooden steps
leads 1o the piazza. The front door
has a large lock of shining brass.
To fasien thls, one must insert the
key vpside down and double-lock
It backwards.

Flower Paiiern on Wnodwurk

The hall, which runs through the
center of the house from the front
door 1o the back door, contains a
grandfather clock with a meiodious
chime. The tlairease nscends at the
bark., Bolh thr tornice and the
delicately carved fops &nd eides of
{.he doorways show a flower pal-
.

On efther :!de of the kall are.the
dining room and the drawing room.
The latler has.a marble mantel-
picce and llke the hall possestes
a stuceo cornice. Oulside, on the
south, a piazza overlooks the par-
den.- A sitiing room atithe back
is separated:from the drawing room
by iolding doors. These were re-
moved by a former occupant of the
house, but the present owners found
them lying in the basement and re-
stored them fo their-:origlnal place.

The second slory -containg bed-
rooms and the hall room which was
once L~shaped.. Some time in ihe
past,’a part wes cu! off from it {o
form. another room, but it is still
attractive, . It is decorated by a
raceful cornlce and a very tall ma-
hogany manielpiece In Adam siyle,
on: which is shown » warrior in a
charfot drewn by lions. Cupid heolds
the relns, the geddess of viclory
flies..ehead, snd four soldiers fol-
low. Once when the houte was un-
der repalr, a stranger slipped in and
took a plaster cest of this design,

Thig -was a favorile patlern {o
place on mantelpieces, Another ex-
ample exists locally. It is now
in the greenroom of the Dock Sireet
theater, having been removed there
{rom the Radcliffe-King house
which no longer siands. In Boston,
the pamé degimm Is'farind on a man-
tel in the old Harrison Gray Olis
house, which was purchased by the
Soclety for the Preservalion of New
Enelend Antiguities.

Until recent vears the atlic was
reached only through = trandoar, |
i bu! a stalr has been added and par-|
titions and windows arranged {o
: provide additlonal ronms.  These
i windows command an  excellent|
E view of the Ashley, which, fn the
old davs before ihe neighborhood
was built up. mutl have been \nsl-
ble from every {loor.

Parl of Coming Tracl

The land where the house slands
was once part of a tract which he-
longed to John Coming. mate of ihe
thip Carolipa which broucht 1hr'
first mermnnent %EUIFM o this ¢oi-
nny in 1670. After his death and
the death of hig widow, Afirs, Il
went to her nephew. John Marles-
ton, from whote family it took the
. name nf Harleston green. On July
an. 1783, Isaac Harrletton xald Int
ihirtv-{lve to Peler Bocquet {or 614
Apounds slerling) From the deed,

-1793

it iz not clear whether the house
stood there yet or pot. But in
1793, it was distinelly menlioned.
In that year, Bocquet, who was &
planier, ~died Insolvent, and his
widow, Elizabeth, in a pelilion to
the equily court stated that her own
“Handsome property” had 'zl gone
lo payrhis debls, and that afler a
life of the "Grealest frugalily & In-
dustry she found herself at her
Husband's Death stripped of evcry!
thing with a large Family {o main-,
iain," The courl aliowed her to zell
some of the properly in order io
pay the remslning debis. Accord-
ingly, tive lots ipcluding Jot thirty-
tive, “with the dwelling house and
other buildings thereon, lalely be-
longing 1o Pefer Botguet, Esq., de-.
ceased”, were advertised for sale
by the sherlif in thz City Gazelle
and Daily Ad\'-rtlser of August ]B

Thrpmhaser Wi the Hon. John
Mathews. who on .July 7, 1796,
bought the house nnd lot for 600
guinens. - A Revolutionary patriol;
he had been a member of the con-
tinenisl congress, and at the closc
of the war had served as governor
of South Carelina, 1782-1783. In
1784, he was electeé chancellor, a
position .he resigned in 1797, This
house was the home of his old age.:
He died in 1802. -

It seems likely that the front
gate' was then on the Wentworlh
street side, as both Bocguet and
Mathews, were described in the di-
rectories as living on that street.
The ecarrisge gate slill opens on
Wentworth street.

Mathews's execuiors sold the
house in 1820 {0 Lawrence M. Daw-
son, a planter, from whom it was
acquired in 1822 by J. Harleston
Reid. Daniel Miler .bought It in
1863. . Since 1012, it has been the
home of Mr, and Mrs. Arthur Pi-
cault Aimar.

L - K. R.

o gl - —
.o P



PR

m'rdn's NOTE: Twenty- -

Hird in g series of aricles
: %on the early dwellings slong

“Beaufain aod  Wentworth
" sireets. The twenty-fourth will
. ‘appear o Saturday.}

By W.BH.J. THOMAS

The large, three- story
residence that occupies the iot
at the southeast corner of
. 'Wentworth Sireet and
. Rutledge  Avenue was c£on-
- structed duoring the late
; decades of -the 18ih century
" when it faced out to the
: Ashley River and must have
- givod quife alone in a rural
v district.

:  The property was owned by

 fhe Harleston family for two

. generations before it came in-

; B the possession of Isaac

5 Child Barieston (1745-1798), a

* member of the First Provin-
/ #ial Congress who later served

g5 an officer with the Sixth

iment of Continentals dar-

o the Revolutionary War. It
h.uncertain whether the house
wes built by

LR

Harleston or

o

s

Harlestonn sold the Iot o
{ Peter Bocquet on  July 30,
_:m It is not possible to

%y the next owner of the pro- -

determine from the deed of
conveyance whether a house

was standing there at that:

time. Because the city direc-
tory of 1782 (the earliest that
has survived) and the fire

- inap of 1788 do noi concern
themselves with this country

district, it is not possible to
locate a house or Maj.
Harleston's residence for that
perind.

The city listings of 1790,
however, do show Bocquet liv-
ing at what is now 74 Rutledge
(the . property was listed as
Wentworth Street umtll 1801).
The first actual mention of
the present dwelling was in
1793, when Boequet died in-
solvent and his widow in a
pel‘.it.lun to the equity court
stat;gﬂy t]:’la!E dhexl'] “hang:ome
PIo ad all gone fo pay
his debis, and that after a
life of the “Greatest frugality
& Industry she found herself

-at her Husbhand’s Death strip--

ped of everything w1th a large
Family to maintain.”

The court allowed her to
sell sutne of her late husband’s
property. On Aug. 16, 1793,
the sherttf advertised five Ints
for sale in the City Gazette
and Daily Advertiser. These
included the one at Wentworth
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-and Rufledge “with the dwell-
ing house and pther huildings

thereon, lately belonging to
Peter Botquet, Esq;
deceased”. .
operty was purchased
on Ji 7.
Mathews, a

tinental Congress and the
overnar of South Carolina
om 1781 to 1783, following
in office the
governor, John . Rutledge.
Mathews paid 75 pourids
sterling for the property.
There has been falk that
Mathews was perhaps the

builder of 74 Rutledge, and

that he constructed it about
1806, This was the date tagged
to the bhouse in “This Is
Charleston” but it is obviously
incorrest, This Impression
concerning Mathews may
have come asbont because in

1800 "he purchased another

large vacant lot on Rutledge
just to the south of his home
and researchers have confused
the two pleces of land.
Mathews died in 1802. Some
18 years later — Feb. 5, 1820
his executcrs, Robert
Hazelhmt and Dr. George
Bull, sold the house  fo
Lawrence - M. Dawsen, a

17%, by Jobn .
Revolufionary .
pairiot, 2 member of the Con-

state’s first .

pI‘antu’ 'lﬂr $12.950. On Nov.
9, 182, Pawson sold the house
1o Jobn MHarleston Read for
$12905. After Read’s death
the property passed to his
family, and on April 3, 1843,
Benjamin Read conveyed it to
Daniel Miter for §20,000.

Miler died during 1663, leav- -

ing " the house to bis wide,
Emily, and the!r {four sons,
Mrs.- Miler later married
Henry P. Archer, long-tuse

. Do You Know
- Your Charleston?

snperintendant of Charleston’s

public sehools, and 74 Rutledge -

“was their residence untl the
:daglly years of the 26th cen-

On Feb. 9, 1912,- it ‘was
purchased by and Mrs.
A.rthu.r Plcault Amlar It has
been retained as the residence
of the Aimar family for the
last 68 years,

An unusual feature of the
property is the fine formal
garden laid out to the south
of the main house. This wae

possibly the work of Boequet,

2 gentleman wellksown for
his ipterest in botany. The
plan of the beds, onented fo
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the main axls o the house, .
‘was inciuded in Loutrel W,

“Charleston”
Gardens.” The Apthor points’

Briggs’ volume
out that & French .influence
5 apgarent in ‘the plan.
Several of the beds are in
the form of modified flenv-de-
Yis, and the paths are edged
with unusual tiles about one
foot sguare, Among the old-
fashioned - flowers - are
larkspur, double pink camelia
japonicas, periwinkle, violas
gnd the -star of Bethlehem;

*‘just to one suie stands & giant

ackberry .
This dwe]lmg, puilt either

- by Maj. Harlesion or by Boc-

qust, was constructed of black
:ipress on 4 brick basement
ven feet in height, with an
wmusually deep gallery to:ihe
front of the homse (sfressing
the country aspect), a lofty
hipped roof and & Georgian
cornice in modillions.
H is apparent from the
details of the Adam styls to
found - in . the principal

“rooms of the dwelling that

it was extensively renovated

abpout 1800 when that airy,’

gracefu] fashion came to the

city. With the exception of

two- marble chim insets

that were mdded probably in
P
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DWELLING MAY HAVE BEEN BUILT BEFORE 1783

74 Rutledge has been the Aimar residence for 58 years.

Murton)

the 1840s, the details of room -
cornices, tall rmanties, door
and window frames and even
door hinges are Adam, with
delicate floral pattems and
swags. Im the dining room
isa small scale cornice taken
from the Doric entablature.
Not of the Adam period,

however, are the genercusly
pmportmned rooms &nd the
unusually wide center hall, as
well as the paneled dados. that
retain the robust appearance
of an earlier period. -

Formerly the southwest
room on the ex-
tended across the width of

_(Staft Photo by

the hall to form a large
upstairs drawing room. Here
there remains @ very tall
Adam mantle, decorated by
a plaque of a warrior in &
chariot drawn by lioss, Cupid
holdmg ﬂ:e reins the goddess

ahead
a body of so



