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Circa 1839-1852
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16 Water Street Circa. 1839-1852
Charleston, South Carolina

Introduction

The date of construction for 16 Water Street was determined through a combination of
documentary resources. The building is not present on the 1801-1802 “Plan of the city of
Charleston™ Map found in the South Carolina Room of the Charleston County Public Library.
Deed Book Y10, page 351 shows James Paty selling the land to Hugh Vincent in 1839. There is
no evidence at this time that a structure was built on the property. However, it appears that there
is a structure on the property in a Ward Book from 1852. Ward Books from the years 1852-1964
show the house as a two story wooden framed structure. The dimensions of the property are 47
feet on its East and West sides and 80 feet on its North and South sides. This information also
highlights the fact that the house was consistently two stories and made of wood until sometime
between the years 1884 and 1888 when an addition was made to the North side of the house.

From the abovementioned historical information it appears that the house on what is now 16
Water Street was built sometime between the years 1839 and 1852. It was subdivided in 1988
into 16 and 16 1/2 Water Street when another structure was built on the north side of the
property. This and the addition in the 1880’s seem to be the only changes to the house since its
construction.

Historic Charleston Foundation

[t was determined from a general file on Water Street that the large granite posts situated at the
corner of Church and Water Streets were used to tie boats to that came up Vanderhorst Creek.
Small crafts were driven up Vanderhorst Creek northwest and grounded on the West side of
Meeting Street during a hurricane in 1752. In addition, in 1775 the last Colonial Governor, Lord
William Campbell, realized that local Revolutionary leaders were planning to take him prisoner.
Lord Campbell escaped from his house through his garden on 34 Meeting Street to Vanderhorst
Creek, modern day Water Street, by rowboat. He directed the boat southeast down Vanderhorst
Creek and eventually to the British ship, Tamar, that was anchored in the harbor.

i %
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Vanderhorst Creek circa 1739, Granite posts on the corner of Church and
Water Streets,
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Charleston County Public Library-SC Room

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps- A Sanborn Fire Insurance Map from 1884 shows the structure
located at what is now known as 16 Water Street at what was then 12 Water Street. It was
determined through the use of Sanborn Maps from the years 1884 and 1888 that sometime
between these years the property number changed from 12 to 16 Water Street. In addition,
Sanborn Maps from 1902, 1904 and the 1950’s show the structure at 16 Water Street as a two
story wooden dwelling. A separate kitchen house also appears on the 1884 and 1888 Sanborn
Maps that is no longer present today. It was determined that the overall appearance of the main
house has changed little from the early twentieth century until the present from a picture taken in
1910 that is kept in a vertical file listed as “Water Street” at the Charleston Historical Society.
However, there was an addition to the North side of the dwelling between the years 1884 and
1888.

(Left) A Sanborn Map showing 16 Water street in 1888. (Right) A Sanborn Map showing 16
Water Street as 12 Water Street in 1884,

History of Water Street- What is now Water Street was once a body of water known as
Vanderhorst Creek that ran from the Battery northwest to Meeting Street. The 1788 “Map of the
City of Charleston™ shows this creek running along the same general path of Water Street from
the Battery northwest to the intersection of Church Street. A plat copied from 1787 found in the
book entitled The Streets of Charleston depicts Young’s Bridge crossing over Vanderhorst Creek
connecting Church Street near the midpoint of the Creek. It was determined from the 1788
“Map of the City of Charleston” that the northwest half of Vanderhorst Creek North of Church
Street had been filled in by 1788. The Streets of Charleston highlights the fact that sometime
between 1788 and 1792 Vanderhorst Creek had been filled in its entirety, however, a general file
regarding Water Street states that by 1784 the street appeared on some of the earlier plats. In
1819 its main branch was along the same path as Water Street while its southern branch ran
along the path of Lynch’s Lane. The exact date has not been determined as to the date Young’s
Bridge was taken down, although, from evidence that Vanderhorst Creek was filled in by 1792 it
would not be false to claim that the bridge was taken down around that same time.

Recently what may have been part of the original Fortification Wall around Charles Town was
uncovered on the corner of Church and Water Streets. Constructed about 300 years ago, the Wall
ran along Water Street and would have been used to guard Charleston’s Southern border.
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An Tllustration shovin Vanderhorst Creek |1|ﬁ11i11g southeast circa late 1700’s.
Damage to 16 Water Street- From records taken after the earthquake of 1886 there was no
damage fo the house. All of its components were intact and in good condition while the houses
on either side of the property to the southeast and northwest, including what is now 18 Water
Street to the northwest and 14 Water Street to the southeast, did incur some damages that were
repaired. There were no records of any fire damage from the major fires that occurred in
Charleston. In addition, there was no damage assessment recorded at the Historic Charleston
Foundation after Hurricane Hugo in 1989. A photograph taken immediately after the hurricane

shows almost no damage to the home, with the exception of a few of broken window panes on
the lower right hand corner of the facade.

16 Water Street post Hurricane Hugo in 1989,
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Charleston County Register Mesne Conveyance Office-Historic Document Room

McCrady Plats- McCrady Plat #6987 depicts what is now Water Street as a “Canal or Street”. [t
is important to note that the “Canal or Street” shown in the plat is 30 feet wide which indicates
that modern day Water Street is approximately the same width as the original street, or creek. [t
was determined that the plat was created sometime in the late 1700’s when Vanderhorst Creek
was being filled. McCrady Plat #1212 shows what is now 16 Water Street adjacent to the lands
once owned by Thomas Simmons which includes those lands West of Thomas Young’s property
on the Corner of Church and Water Streets. The property runs along the North side of Water
Street and ends at Meeting Street. From the illustrations on this plat Simmons seemed to be
subdividing the land in 1787.

In addition, it was determined from the “Grand Model Plat” that 16 Water Street was situated on
Lot 77 of the original Grand Model.

Charleston Ward Book Entries
(1852-1988)

Ward 1
Owner Lot Size Structure
1852-1858 40°x80° 2W
Hugh Vincent
1858-1880 40°x80" 2W
Henry A. Mcleod
1880-1906 40’x80’ 2W
Rosalie R. White
1906-1926 40°x80’ 2W'
Nelle Reed Kinsey
1926-1944 40’x 80’ 2W
Tudor H. Chisolm
1944-1965 40°x80° 2W
Estelle R. Chisolm
1965-1972 40°x80° 2W
W.F. and Irene Gilland
1972-1988 40°x 80’ 2W
C.B. Robson
1996 — Present 40°xK0’ 2W
Richard R. and Roxanne G.
Vogel

' From this point on the house on the site remains one two-story wooden dwelling until 1988,
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An inventory found in Deed Book E 14, page 179 of those
belongings Mary L. Vincent gave to Henry A. Mcleod when she
sold him the house in [858.

Charleston County Deed Books- Although the exact date of construction and the builder of the
house were not confirmed, the purpose of consulting the Deed records was primarily to attempt
to determine a date of construction, and to be able to associate names with a history of the
dwelling so that a Chain-of-Title could be formed.

Chain-of-Title as constructed from Ward and Deed Books:

As mentioned above, a date of construction was not determined, although, it was determined
through Deed and Ward Books that the house at 16 Water Street was constructed between the
years 1839 and 1852. In August of 1839 an individual named James Paty sold the home to Hugh
Vincent. There were no records to be found regarding James Paty except for what was
mentioned in the 1839 Deed Book Y 10, page 351. Hugh Vincent left the home to his wife Mary
at his death and Mary sold the home to Henry A. Mcleod in December of 1821 as mentioned in
Deed Book El14, page 178. Henry Mcleod was married to Mary and Hugh Vincent’s daughter,
Mary Evelyn. On December 22, 1880 Henry Mcleod sold the home to Rosalie R. White. This
can be found in Deed Book E18, page 366. Rosaliec White then sold the home to Nelle Reed
Kinsey on August 8, 1906. This is found in Deed Book D22, page 208. On August 31, 1926
Nelle Reed Kinsey sold the house to Tudor H. Chisolm which is mentioned in Deed Book K33,
page 159. At the death of Tudor H. Chisolm his wife, Estelle, was granted the home in April of
1944. This information can be found in Deed Book T44, page 647. Estelle Chisolm then sold
the house to W.F. and Irene Gilland in July of 1965. This information is mentioned in Deed
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Book L83, page 387. In February of 1972 W_.F. and Irene Gilland sold the house to C.B. Robson
who owned the home until 1995. The house was then bought by Virginia Brush in 1995 which
can be seen in Deed Book P252, page 335. The present day owners are Mr. and Mrs. Richard

Vogel. They bought the home in 1996. This is mentioned in Deed Book T274, page 824.

Date Owner
?-1839 James Paty
1839 -1858 Hugh Vincent

1858 - December 1880

Henry A. Mcleod

December 1880 - March 1906

Rosalie R. White

March 1906 - August 1926

Nelle Reed Kinsey

August 1926 - April 1944

Tudor H. Chisolm

April 1944 - July 1965

Estelle R. Chisolm

July 1965 - February 1972

W.F. and Irene Gilland

February 1972 — August 1988

C.B. Robson

August 1988 — February 1995

Virginia B. Brush

August 1996 - Present

Richard L. and Roxanne G. Vogel

South Carolina Historical Society

Charleston City Directories

1840-41 — Hugh Vincent, Ship Chandler

1859-60 — Henry A. Mcleod, Commission Merchant

1913 — Rosalie R. White, Widowed Home Owner

1925-1926 — Nelle Reed Kinsey, Time Keeper for the Atlantic Coast Line
1944 - Tudor H. Chisolm, Superintendent for Merchant Fertz Co.

1944 — Estelle R. Chisolm, Widowed Home Owner

1965 — W.F. and Irene Gilland, W.F. Gilland was a guidance counselor at St. Andrews Parish
High School and Irene Gilland was a teacher at Ashley Hall Girls School,

1980 — C.B. Robson, Attorney.
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Appendix

- Chain-of-Title

- “1984 U.S. Postal Service Map” showing the fortification
surrounding Charles Town

- “1972-1973 Historic Architecture Inventory Map” showing
Water Street as it still appears today

- Section of the “Grand Model Plat” from 1680-1700
- Legible Deed and Ward Books

- McCrady Plats: #1212 & #6987



Chain-of-Title

16 Water Street
Date Book and Page Grantor Grantee Lot Size
9/30/1996 T274/P.824 C. B. Robson Richard L. and 47 x80°
Roxanne G. Vogel
2/15/1995 P252/P.335 C.B. Robson Virginia B. Brush 47 x80°
2/16/1972 098/ P.223 W.F. and Irene C.B. Robson 47 x80°
Gilland
711965 L83/ P.387 Estelle R. Chisolm W.F. Gilland 47 x80°
4/1944 T44/ P.647 Tudor H. Chisolm Estelle R. Chisolm 47 x80°
8/31/1926 K33/ P.159 Nelle Reed Kinsey Tudor H. Chisolm 47" x8(r
8/8/1906 D22/ P.208 Rosalie R. White Nelle Reed Kinsey 47 x80°
12/22/1880 E18/ P.366 Henry A. Mcleod Rosalie R. White 47 x80°
12/21/1858 E14/ P.178 Mary L. Vincent Henry A. Mcleod 47'x80°
8/4/1839 Y10/ P.351 James Paty Hugh Vincent 47 x80°
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'STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA,
KNOW ALi MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, THAT
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‘known in the present numbering of straets as No. Sixteen (16) Jater
d lot of land being more fully described and delineated on a Plat =
osaph Hesdle, C. E. dated June 21, 1939 and recorded in the R.K.C.
or Charleston County in Plat Book E; Pade 219. ' ook

COMTAINING on the South line gn dater Street forty-two (42) feet, on 'the
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© 1" BEING the same property convayed to 4. Flinna Gilland by Estelle R, Ch.soln by deed dated
July 27, 1965 and recorded that same date in Sook L-33, Fage 3B7 in the A.M.C. Office
aforesald, and the same property of which an undividsd ons-half interest was subsequently
conveyed to Irene Scott Gilland by A Flina Gill2ad by deed dated March 13, 1968 and
recorded March 14, 1958 in Sock 489, Fage 311, In the R.X.C. Cffice aforesa‘d. |
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E STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA )
N ) TITLE TO REAL ESTATE
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON )
WHEREAS, the Grantor herein has submitted 16 Water Street to
a Horizontal Property Regime as described in a Declaration and
Master Deed dated April 12, 1988 and recorded simultaneously
? herewith; and
WHEREAS, the within Deed is a non-taxable transaction for a
nominal consideration only for the purposes of properly ex-
B pressing of record the description under the Horizontal Property
e Regime for the individual unit described hereii. with said unit
j remaining entirely in the ownership of the Grantor, Caroline B.
Robson;
= KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that Caroline B. Robson,
Declarant of the Master Deed to 16 Water Street Horizontal

B Property Regime, in the County and State aforesaid, in considera-

4 tion of the sum of Ten and no/100 ($10.00) Dollars, to her in
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hand paid at and before the sealing of these presents by Caroline

ks

b B. Robson, in the State aforesaid, the receipt whereof is hereby
W acknowledged, has granted, bargained, sold and released, and by
i

” these Presents does grant, bargain, sell and release unto the
B said Carocline B. Robson, the following described property, to
B wit:
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o ALL that certain piece, parcel or unit, situ-

st ate, lying and being in the State of South

i Carolina, County of Charleston, being known
Bl and designated as Unit 16, of The 16 Water
: Street Horizontal Property Regime, as is more

& fully described in Master Deed dated the 12th
B day of April 1988, and recorded in the RMC
e Office for Charleston County, South Carolina,
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in Deed Book ‘H{'ZZ, at Page izﬁ » and
survey and plot plan recorded 1in the RMC

office for Charleston County as Exhibit "B" to
said Master Deed.

THIS CONVEYANCE is made subject to all re-
strictions and easements of record or as set
out in the said Master Deed and Exhibits
attached thereto; and, recorded plats or as
may appear on the premises.

THE above property having been conveyed to the
Grantor herein by deed of W. Flinn Gilland and
Irene Scott Gilland, dated January 31, 1972
and recorded February 16, 1972 in Book 0-98 at
Page 223 in the RMC Office for Charleston
County, South Carolina.

s vo.: 458~ [3-01-02]

TOGETHER with all and singular, the Rights, Members,

Hered ' taments and Appurtenances to the said Premises belonging,
or in anywise incidént appertaining.

TO HAVE AND TO HOLD all and singular, the said Premises
before mentioned unto the said Caroline B. Robson, her Heirs and
Assigns forever.

AND she does hereby bind her heirs and assigns to warrant
and forever defend, all and singular, the said Premises unto the
said Caroline B. Robson, her Heirs and Assigns, against her and
her heirs and assigns, and all persons whomsoever lawfully claim-
ing, or to claim the same or any part thereof.

WITNESS the Hands and Seals of the undersigned parties, this

2:5 day of N , in the Year of our Lord One
Thousand Nine Hundred and Eighty-eight and in the two hundred and
twelfth year of the Sovereignty and Independence of the United

States of America.
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16 Water Street, Charleston, SC
Circa 1839-1852
Primary Research
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