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By HELEN N. OTHERSEN

Staff Reporter

¢ The John Edwards Héuse. an intriguing pr
home considered valuable to Charleston. rests
. lower Meeting Street.

“ = Twelve vears of John Edwards’ life went into building the
kome at 15 Meeting St., which he completed in 1770. Edwards
was i brave and brilliant Charleston patrint, and was one of
the men who protested the city’s surrender to the British. even

e-Revolutionary
along tree-lined

to the las” minute. He and otter protesters were members
of the “Council of Safety."
Edwards' dissidence had earlier led to his imprisonment

at St. Augustine. Fla. He begar. building his house when he
returned to Charleston, where ly: later died from the results of
exposure and ill treatment dwing his & ‘sonment.
- During the British occupatica of Chari.
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When numbers of unhappy
%lanters fled from Santo
omingo during the 1783 in-

surrection, one fwmlly, the|,
Comle de Grasses, was re-|

cerved for a year at the house
by Revolutionist John B.
lolnes, stepson and son-in-
law of John Kdwards. A per-
manent calendar wasg in-l.
scribed by the guests and
given to Holmes in 1756, Some
of the De Grasse family are

buried in 8t. Mary's church-|

yard.

of the house {nclyde John Ed-
wards' son, Gen. Edward Ed- [
wards; Henry W. Connor,

president pf the Bank of

Other distinguished owners At

Charleston; John Gadsden, '

futher of Revolutionist Chrls-
topher Gadsden, with whom |
John KEdwards was impris- |
oned; ‘and Maj. Edward Wil-
lis. ‘

George W. Williams, who
bought the house from Willis,
made many eye-calching |
improvements to the glready
{ine house. He added the large
semicircular piazzas on the
first and second floors of the
southern end. He also raised
the level of the spacious
grounds Lo the street, where
an iron fence allows an-excel-
lent view of the wide lawn and
spreading trees. The Wil-
liams family also plan.ed a
Ginkgo tree as a sapling in
1850 which survives today. A
native of China and Japan, the
tree 15 appealing for its bril-
liant fall foliage and the fatas-
tic shapes into which the
limbs manage o twist them- !
selves. ‘

I
Directly opposite the Louse ..

sits the Calhoun Mans on, |
built after the Edwards |
House was completed. {

The usual “double” house l
of s period, the Edwards' i
House has tirst-rale paneling
and [linish. An intricalely l
carved mantle piece, shown \
in D.E. Smith’s *The Dwell-
ing Houses of Charleslon,
S.C.,” is in one of the Lwo
drawing rooms on the second .
floor, which extend across the
whole front of the house. A
hall*runs through the middle
of the dwelling and this is |
broken by an arch. On either
side of the hall are two spa-
cious rooms and a staircase
s at the rear,




