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Tom Russell

The evidence which has been used to link Tom Russell to the Nathaniel Russel! family is a petition
submitted by Sarah Russell for greater recompense following the execution of Tom Russell’ and the trial
records,” However, the city directories for 1822 list four individuals named Sarah Russell, all widows in
1822,% and neither the petition nor the trial records specify which Sarah Russell owned Tom Russell.
Tom Russell is described in his trial as an “edged tool maker.”* One of the Sarah Russell widows listed in
1822 is the widow of John Russell, resident at 18 Wentworth Street in 1822.° John Russell, her husband,
is listed as a blacksmith in the 1819 City Directory, resident at 124 Wentworth Street,® and in the 1816
City Directory as a blacksmith, resident at 124 Wentworth Street with a shop at 179 East Bay Street.’
John Russell placed an advertisement in the City Gazette and Daily Advertiser in January 1819 listing
himself as a “Black and White Smith and Edge Tool Makers” on East Bay Street,® the same profession as
Tom Russell.’ Furthermore, one of the witnesses called is an acquaintance of Sarah Russell, Mrs. Mark
Marks.'® Mark Marks is listed in the 1822 City Directory as a deputy sheriff, living at 310 King Street,™
whilst in the 1825 City Directory he is listed as living at 308 King Street,™ both being in the vicinity of the
Wentworth Street residence described for Sarah Russell. The fact that Mrs. Mark Marks knows details of
how Mrs. Jlohn Russell ran her household, and appeared as a witness, relating that Mrs. John Russell has
warned Tom Russell “not to have much to do with Jack”* would suggest that Mrs. Mark Marks knows
Sarah Russell socially. Given the disparity between the wealthy Nathaniel Russell family and the more
modest Mark Marks family, it is likely that the Sarah Russell in the trial is not Mrs. Nathaniet Russell.**
Given the geographical and socio-economic similarities between the John Russell family and the Mark
Marks family, along with the shared profession between Tom Russell and John Russell, this would
suggest that the most likely candidate for the owner of Tom Russell is Mrs. John Russell. Of the other
two candidates, one Sarah Russell is the widow of Daniel Russell, who in the 1816 City Directory is listed
as a carpenter,’® whilst the other Sarah Russell was resident on Lynch Lane'® (now Atlantic Street)," in a
completely different ward of the city, making it less likely she would know Mrs. Mark Marks socially.
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