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" John Ed

wards had his residence at 15 Meeting St.- bullt, according t
trnd!tion; MO 177055 ot e I R TS LYo
i It has been Speculated that the house was built for Edwards by Willj
Miller.and John Fullerton,master carpenters. - PR Sk it
i The speculation |s based Primarity . on ar hazy statement. by Mlller:
‘Erandson, Willlam Simmons, in a letter of 1822, that Miller had buiit !
J_ ithe best old hougps’ In Charleston::-. . - . =i e B

. “Governor Edward’s, 1 think, Ash's, 'EJ"'RutIedge’s‘,"Dr."Ramsey's;‘ ete.””
There having ‘been- no_"“Governor Edwards;" until the- 20th century,™
rchitectural historjan Beatrice St, Julien Ravenel speculates in her book, ;-
Architects of;‘Cha’rleston,”'that,Simmons may have meant Goy, Mathews’ .3»
arge cypress double house at Rutledge Avenue and ‘Wentworth Street, - .-
. thiefrs .htave interpreted the statement to mean the house of John Edwards.
-Who, If no

Council of South Carolina 1 §

;'some 0
5 it

oned in Simmons’ i
s, . Ashe House, built before 1784, at 32
T South Battery; the Edward Rutledge’
§ House, built before 1787, at.115 Broad:
T ¥ St.; and the Dr. David Ramsay House

. built . 1740, at 92 Broad St. ..« 0.
W YOUI‘ | .“ Miller and Fullerton worked togeth-
et Ch’ar,esfonp S+ B erin 1766-67 on ¢t i '

#. at 39 Meeting St.; as a.parsonage for
Ty g e Bl Miphaaii Church, :
 —bullt as his own home the wooder single house'at 15 Legare St, SRS
, w1 The John Edwards House Is'generally typical of Charleston double house w P T B I T
28 built in the 1760s and 70s, though it has some Unusual features,. .-, - large and s § extending the full wigih of the front,
) o 4‘?{ The house is describeg in “The Dwelling Houses of Charleston,” by Alice R #i°;;The Identical plan is foung in the Miles Brewton House, c. 1769, at 27 King
. ./_7;« uger Smith and Daniel E. Huger Smith, and the ironwork of the front stepsis “ Sty and the Branford-Horry House, c. 1751, at 59 Meeting St. -
iy Zofeatured in Alston Deas’ book, ““The Early Ironwork of Char]est_on.”t-1:.‘-.-“.-1_-7'?";‘ Sometime after. 1817, when the house was described {n “'The Dwelling
;\"3 "The exterior form of the house, a boxy shape with a hipped roof, a tront ;;. Houses of Charleston," the house was altered by the installation of A

[ j—j‘:ped!ment With-a bull’s eye window; a symmefrical facade with a central ‘" bathroom and cloget in one end of the large drawing room.. . .. s
L ' doorway, i$ similar in appearance to other houses of its period, including the ;- -.Original interjor ‘details are typically Georgian features which local
'~ :Willlam Gibbes Houge at 64 South Battery and the Charles Pinckney House at’ . builders produced with the aid of pattern books such as Abraham Swan's
=7 Orange St., both dating from e, 1770 o ~ . .[.“The British Architect,” published in 1758, ) : N ‘
\) The rustication of the stuccoed brick basement front is not unique,(the”;—“ - 1718 main staircase, with jts spiral newels and two types of spiral balusters,
l’f.';f-Gibbesl House, for example, has'it), but the simulated stonework of the i i , but similar €xamples are found in Virginia and New.
i, CYPYess wehf facade is ‘unique in Charleston houses ", England, and the designs‘undoubtedly came from pattern books, ‘
e urviving from that period, . . e e A woees o sl 1 Other features of the house, including the_maniels., door and window
-~ The front portico s compatible with the original style of the house, but the ~surrounds, paneling, Wainscoting, ‘cornices and deors, ‘are similar to sueh
#'paneling of the portico ceiling is'In the more delicate Adamesque style, * features found .in other fine Charleston heuses of the period, The Interiors
- Indleating the portico wag added afler the house was bullt, - © - T g fine enough to Place the house in the “front rank” architecturally.
3{;‘ Possibly; the portico was added ‘about the same time that the nort ‘.~ The northwest reom of the first floor was remodeled about 1800 with

room on the first floor was‘remodeiéqﬂ in the'Adamesquc style. 7 -, | & o Including a wooden cornice wilh reeding, small modil-.

é’,’ wThe cornice of the poitico, eaturing modillions and dentils, is a scaled down | lons, rope molding and dentils, abgve a [rieze of figure-cight meander,
version of the house cornice; = 'L AR e T ‘George W, Williams, son of the man by the sam

The interior plan of the house called Calhoup i
typlcal Charleston g o =
a central entraneey
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‘Edwards’ Meotin

g Street Home
inlall. Idfa\;vir‘;'g room the tull

hwest -

appears to have been,.origlnail')-i’,"'thviﬂ.itrbf 4"
ouble house, with four rooms on the first floor, dlvided by -
stairhall, and four. rooms & the second floor, including”




