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Introduction

Throughout the history of Charleston, King Street has served as a business

district full of merchants selling a wide variety of goods and services. The southeast
corner of King and Calhoun Streets is what some would call a prime piece of real estate.
It sits on the corner of two of the busier streets on the peninsula and thousands of
people drive, walk, or ride by the corner each day. Since people started living north of
the walled city, it has served as a good space to run retail and specialized stores with the

upper floors serving as private residences and tenements. This practice of having a shop

and living above it was used at 372 King Street and is still found there today.
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Map of Charleston Streets in 1855 with arrow
pointing to southeast corner of King & Calhoun:
Image courtesy of South Carolina Room,
Charleston County Public Library




Cuarrent Status

Even though the property is currently one address, it encompasses eight lots,
which have all had multiple addresses throughout history. They will all be referred to
throughout this report by their current address.
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2002 Tax map with 372 King St outlined in red;
Image courtesy of www.charlestoncounty.org

2001 Business District Map with arrow
pointing to Millennium Music: Image courtesy
of South Carolina Room, Charleston County

Public Library




History of the Property

Closeup view of
1852 Bridger's and
Allen map
showing houses

on 372, 374, 376~
378 (corner

lot) King, 145 and
147 Calhoun and
24 and 26 Burns
Lane: Image
courtesy of South
Carolina Room,
Charleston County
Detail from Ichnography of Charleston, 1788 Library
showing corner of King (58) and Calhoun (57)
with no structures on the property; Image Red lines
courtesy of South Carolina Room, Charleston surround the
' County Library property

Beginning in 1788 with the Ichnography of Charleston,' one can see that there
were no structures located on the southeast corner of King and Calhoun Streets. The
next map inclusive of the property, from 1852, shows houses and outbuildings on each
of the properties of 372, 374, 376 — 378 King, 145 and 147 Calhoun, and 24 and 26 Burns
Lane. 376 — 378 King Street, the corner Iot, has two large buildings located on the site,

"while the rest of the lots are smaller and contain what look like single houses and small
outbuildings, most likely kitchens.2

As the years went on, these properties changed hands many times, occasionally
falling into the possession of some idiosyncratic owners. Evidence suggests that a few
noteworthy buildings were built on the sites, while in some cases, not much is known.
Because of this disparity, some of the properties have better documented pasts than

others.

! Edmund Petriel, “Ichnography of Charleston,” [ca. 1788], Charleston County Public Library South Carolina Room,
Charleston, South Carolina.

% “Map of Charleston Streets,” [ca. 1852] University of South Carolina Digital Collections, [database online} [cited
28 August 2007].




372 King

In the early nineteenth century, 372 King Street was owned by Miss Lavinia
Benson. She never married and in passing away in 1832, she left no heirs, and the
property was then conveyed to her brother, Lawrence Benson.3 His ownership was short
lived, and in 1835, he sold the property to Thomas Wallace, 2 merchant in the city, who
would own the property until December of 18614 when he died of apoplexy.s William
Cadow purchased the property at public auction the following year, using the site as the
office of his law practice.6 Cadow and one of his law partners, Charles Cohrs, were
involved in a quarrel and took their case to court, where Cohrs was granted ownership of
the property in 1879.7 Cohr’s tenure as proprietor was brief and the following year, he
sold it to Mary Ann Wirth.8 Not much is known about her except that in 1881,% she
conveyed the property to the family that would come to establish a dominant twentieth

century presence on the site.

Photos of Deed
conveying 372
g King from
B Thomas
Wallace to
William Cadow,
arrow poinis to
description of
property: Image
courtesy of
| Jessica
E Golebiowski,
{ document at
RMC Office,
Charleston

? Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book D 10 Page 159, Charleston, South Carolina, 1832.
* Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book I 10 Page 185, Charleston, South Carolina, 1833,

% Charleston City Death Card for Thomas Wallace, 1861, CCPL.

§ Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book P 14 Page 544, Charleston, South Carolina, 1862.
7 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book C 16 Page 356, Charleston, South Carolina, 1872.
® Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book N 16 Page 138, Charleston, South Carolina, 1873.
9 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book Y 18 Page 316, Charleston, South Carolina, 1883.




The grantee, Russian-born Joseph Marks, was a Jewish merchant and the firstin
a long line of Marks’ retailers on the property.: A short time after purchasing 372 King,
he acquired 374 King.

10 1880 United States Census, Charleston, Charleston County, South Carolina, p. 198, family 146, dwelling 98; June
1, 1880.




374 King

In 1817, the city held a public auction of 374 King at which Eliza Smith was the
highest bidder. By 1824, her fortunes had changed and the property was seized in a
foreclosure and awarded to Isaac Barrett for the sum of $2,630.12 A prominent figure in
the early nineteenth century Charleston real estate market, he held the property until
1833, when he conveyed it to Miss Sarah Woolf,'3 who in turn sold it to Charles
Washington Seignious three years later. Seignious, a coal dealer native to Alsace,
France, rented out the 29x200 lot with a two story brick structure for nearly fifty years
until selling it to Joseph Marks in 1883.15 Marks, now in possession of 372 and 374 King,
conveyed both properties to Moses Marks,!6 presumably his son, who in later years

would add two more King Street properties at 376 and 378 King.

Left: Photo and calling card of Mattie
Elvira Seignious, one of five children of
Charles W. Seignious: Image courtesy of
South Carolina Historical Society

Right: 1884 Sanborn Fire Insurance Map
showing Marks’ Dry Goods and Clothing
Store at 372 King and tenements at 374
King

I Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book Q 9 Page 335, Charleston, South Carolina, 1824.

2 Tivid.

13 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book F 10 Page 150,Charleston, South Carolina, 1833.

14 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book N 10 Page 257, Charleston, South Carolina, 1836.
15 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book Y 18 Page 337, Charleston, South Carolina, 1882.
16 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book H 19 Page 204, Charleston, South Carolina, 1888.




1880 Census Information for the Marks Family with Moses, his wife, Gettey, and children — Joseph, Annie,
Isaac, Katie, Mordecai, and Leopold: Image courtesy of South Carolina Room, Charleston County Public Library
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376 — 378 King

The Lovegreen family owned 376 and 378 King throughout the mid-nineteenth
century (with the exception of a short stint when Henry Horlbeck, a real estate mogul,
seized ownership as a result of foreclosure in 1846).”7 Upon the death of Sarah
Lovegreen prior to 1870, executor L.B. Lovegreen conveyed the property to George H.
Lindstedt.:® According to the earthquake report of 1886, George ran a store on the first
floor and resided on the second of 378 King. His brother, J.H. Lindstedt, operated a
saloon hall on 376 King as depicted by the 1888 Sanborn maps.2°
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Earthquake damage reports for 372 (420) through 378 (426) King St; Image courtesy of South
Carolina Room, Charleston County Public Library
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In 1888, Moses Marks purchased the properties,?* adding to his King Street
holdings. Now in possession of the southeast corner of King and Calhoun Streets, Marks

moved to construct a grand department store on the site, which was completed in

17 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book W 11 Page 523, Charleston, South Carolina, 1369.
18 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book U 14 Page 59, Charleston, South Carolina, 1869.
¥ Barthquake Damage Report. Charleston, 1886, CCPL. '

2 ganbomn Fire Insurance Map, 1888, University of South Carolina Digital Collections, [database online} [cited 28
August 2007]. .

2 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book H 19 Page 308, Charlesion, South Carolina, 1888.
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1891.22 Operated by Moses and his sons, the store became a staple of the King Street
commercial district and is further discussed on page 28. When Moses passed away in
1911, at the age of 77 from cirrhosis of the liver,?s the King Street holdings were divided
amongst his children who agreed to sell the property from the estate to two sons, Joseph
and Isaac, the clerks of the family’s store.24 The two brothers ran the store in tandem
until Joseph’s death at which time his share was passed to his wife, Fannie and relative,
Therese Marks. With the old generation no longer willing or able to maintain the
business, the family decided to voluntarily go out of business and lease the property to
Sears & Roebuck Company, beginning in 1940.25 When Isaac died in 1951, his shares
were divided as well, inherited by his daunghters Doris Ferst and Madeleine Weil. It was
the latter who, in 1946, would incorporate lots on Calhoun Street and Burns Lane into
the family holdings. .
Earthquake Damage Voucher for George Lindstedt of

145 — 149 Calhoun: Image courtesy of South Carolina
Room, Charleston County Public Library

1888 Sanborn Map: Image
courtesy of University of South
Carolina Digital Collections

22 «eA Notable House-Warming,” Charleston News and Courjer, 28 May 1891, CCPL.

2 Charleston City Death Card for Moses Marks, 1911, CCPL.

2 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book U 25 Page 549, Charleston, South Carolina, 1911,
25 «Marks Building Being Demolished,” Charleston News and Courier, 10 May 1955, sec. A. p. 10, CCPL.
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145 — 147 Calhoun

Records indicate that prior to 1811, Henry Osborn owned 145 and 147 Calhoun
and upon his death, the properties were sold at public auction to William Turpin.2¢ After
owning the lots for 22 years, Turpin conveyed them to a cousin, Lydia Van Wyck, nee
Maverick, and her husband, William.?” Both the Van Wycks and Mavericks were storied

families and their histories are explored on page 20.

Deed where William Turpin purchased
145 and 147 Calhoun at public anction:
Image courtesy of Jessica Golebiowski,
document at RMC Office, Charleston

Upon Lydia’s passing in 1906, her sons, Robert and Augustus, acting as executors of her
estate, sold the properties for $3,000 to Lawrence & Bennett, a realty company, and
Julia Purcell.2® Lawrence & Bennett conducted their business on site until 1917 when
Bennett and Purcell (Lawrence having died in 1909) sold their shares to R.H. Wichmann
for $8,000.29 Just one month later, Wichmann conveyed the properties to Overland
Palmetto Company,3° a conglomerate that would extend their holdings in the purchase
of properties on Burns Lane. Little information on the specifics of the operations of this
company survives as in 1920, they resold the property back to R-H. Wichmann & Sons,

and disappear from record.

28 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book D 8 Page 228, Charleston, Scuth Carolina, 1811.
27 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book W 10 Page 643, Charleston, South Carolina, 1833.
%Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book O 24 Page 242, Charleston, South Carolina, 1906.
®Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book T 28 Page 40, Charleston, South Carolina, 1917.
30Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book T 28 Page 81, Charleston, South Carolina, 1917.
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26 Burns Lane

Closeup of 1852 Bridger’s and Allen map, arrow pointing to
Burns Lane properties: Image courtesy of South Carolina
Room, Charleston County Public Library

Charlotte M. Joseph owned 26 Burns Lane for an extended period of time in the
nineteenth century.s: The 1852 ward book lists her as the owner of a 2 ¥2 story wood
structure on a lot 25x110 feet.32 Francis Ruckh purchased the property from her in 1881
and 27 years later, his widow, Caroline, sold it to Mary A. Culliton.33 She, in 1919, was
i the grantor of the now 3 story wooden structure in its acquisition by the Overland

1 31 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Déed Book V 18 Page 219, Charleston, South Carolina, 1881.
' 32 1852-1856 Charleston City Ward Book, Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Charleston, South

Carolina.
3 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book W 23 Page 216, Charleston, South Carolina, 1908.
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Palmetto Company.34 Seemingly eager to expand their business in the district, one year

later, the company purchased land adjacent to 26 Burns Lane.

34 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book Z 26 Page 181, Charleston, South Carolina, 1919.
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24 Burns Lane

Plat of Burns Lane 1916: Image Courtesy of South Carolina
Room, Charleston County Public Library

Jacob Weinges owned 24 Burns Lane, according to the 1852 Ward book, which
contained a 2 story wooden structure on a 25x150 lot.35 He maintained his presence for
the better part of the latter half of the nineteenth century, but in 1891, Weinges
relinquished control of the property when it was auctioned by Master Charles
Richardson Miles to the Charleston Real Estate Investment for $705.3¢ Eight years later,
the company conveyed the property to James F. Redding.37 According to the 1882 city
directory, Redding’s profession was that of an auctioneer, real estate booker, and

insurance agent.38 By 1906, he had died and his children elected to sell the property to

3% 1852-1856 Charleston City Ward Book, Chas Co. RMC.

* Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book B 21 Page 105, Charleston, South Carolina, 1891.
37 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book Y 22 Page 367, Charleston, South Carolina, 1920.
** 1882 Charleston City Directory. Charleston County Public Library South Carolina Room, Charleston, South
Carolina,
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* his son Julius Redding for five dollars.s° The property would not remain in the family

for long however, as Julius sold it to Henry Oliver only one year later for $250.4¢ Oliver
held the property for twelve years and then conveyed it to the Knights of Columbus, who
promptly, resold the property twelve days later to Overland Palietto Company.4!

=T

Posteard from a Bird’s Eye View from the old Orphan House, arrow points to Marks Department
Store: Image courtesy of Harlan Greene, Avery Institute.

At this point, the properties at 145 and 147 Calhoun and 24 and 26 Burns Lane
were united under the ownership of Overland Palmetto Company. By 1920, however,
their appetite for Charleston real estate holdings had apparently diminished and they
sold all of their Charleston properties to R.H. Wichmann, now operating under the

name R.H. Wichmann & Sons for $14,000.42 Wichmann owned the property throughout

the 1930’s and 1940’s, leasing it to various automotive shops.43 They would make a
substantial profit in 1946 when they sold the four holdings to Madeleine Weil, the
daughter of Isaac Marks and co owner of the King Street properties, for $61,500.44

3 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book O 24 Page 312, Charleston, South Carolina, 1906.
4 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book V 24 Page 334, Charleston, South Carolina, 1919.
41 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book R 28 Page 672, Charleston, South Carolina, 1920.
*> Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book G 30 Page 412, Charleston, South Carolina, 1920.
# Betty and J. Francis Brenner, The Old Codgers’ Charleston Address Book 1900-1999, (Charleston: Jackson’s Inc.
2001). _

4 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book Y 46 Page 223, Charleston, South Carolina, 1946.

)
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Four heirs of the Marks family, Madeleine Weil, Doris Ferst, Fannie C. Marks,
and Therese R. Marks, now owned all eight properties that encompass the present site.
Over the next thirty years, as Sears occupied the old Marks building and W.T. Grant
constructed a new building covering the entire lot, the four owners gradually conveyed,
willed, and gifted their shares to the next generation of Marks’. These conveyances form
a somewhat complex chain, but it suffices to say that by 1978, ownership was shared
between Robert W. Marks, son of Joseph, Robert’s cousins, and Florence Scharff and
Doris Ferst. It was in this year that the trio sold the property to South Carolina
politician, Thomas Dewey Wise.45 A year later, he surrendered the property to Marion

Square Associates, a corporation in which he was a partner.46

A fast food restaurant, Hardee’s, moved into the
Shops at Marion Square when Thomas Dewey
Wise transformed the old department store into a
mini mall: Image courtesy of the Board of
Architectural Review.

As is the tendency in the modern business
world, for the last thirty years, the property at the corner of King and Calhoun has been
a pawn in the inner workings of corporate turnover. It has changed hands numerous
times to various conglomerates and is now in the possession of King and Calhoun LLC
which purchased it in January of 2006 for $12,000,000.47 After housing a mini mall for
much of the 1980’s and 1990’s, the site has been occupied by Millennium Music since
2001.48

* Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book Z 114 Page 141, Charleston, South Carolina,
1978. .

46 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book H 118 Page 42, Charleston, South Carolina, 1979.
47 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book K 569 Page 215, Charleston, South Carolina,
2006.

*8 Bill Perry, “Millennium Music to anchor renovated Marion Square,” Charleston Regional Business Journal, (18
December 2000) [journal online] [cited 28_August 2007].
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Significance of the Property

The properties along King and Calhoun Streets and Burns Lane have passed
through many hands over the years and have housed influential people and businesses.
Of the many owners, some stood out above the rest, like the Marks, Van Wryck, and
Maverick families. Each of these families contributed to the creation of an interesting
and storied history at the bustling corner of King and Cathoun. The Marks family,
following in the footsteps of many American retailers, built a grand palace of a
department store selling all sorts of fine goods for over forty years and continued to own
the property until the late 1970’s, owned by the likes of Robert W. Marks, a character
both eccentric and inimitable. The Van Wycks and Mavericks made impacts throughout
United States history, for better or for worse. Although the property at 372 King Street
has had many owners, these are just some of the people who helped to form a long

lasting mercantile history at the southeast corner of King and Cathoun.
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Maverick and Van Wyck Families

The story of 372 King has further significance in its role in the unification of two storied
and influential American lineages, the Mavericks and Van Wycks. Each family traces its roots to
the earliest European-Americans and boasts of the numerous achievements of its ancestors. In
the marriage of two of their children, and joint ownership of lots 145 and 147 on Calhoun Street,
these two extraordinary families came together in the setting of Charleston.

The Mavericks have had a presence in America since the early seventeenth century, when
Samuel Maverick (born 1602) arrived in Weymouth, Massachusetis in 1624. Settling near
Mystic River, he is recognized as one of the founding settlers of Boston+® as well as one of the
leaders of the movement to gain English control of New Netherlands. Seven years after his
arrival, his family joined him.5°

His father, Rev. John Maverick (born 1578) brought mother Mary, daughter of Robert
Gye and Grace Dowrish and descendent of countless prominent European monarchs, and the
rest of the children aboard the Mary and John in 1630. One of these children, John (born 1621)
would become one of the prominent figures in Charleston history as a member of the first South
Carolina parliament. It is either through him or his brother Nathanie] that the next great
member of the Maverick pedigree, Samuel Augustus (born 1803) is descended.®

His grandfather of the same name (born 1742) married Lydia Turpin and lived in South
Carolina.52 The couple’s first son, Samuel Augustus (born 1772) married Elizabeth Anderson, the
daughter of Revolutionary War Colonel Robert Anderson.s Their son would be the most
nofeworthy of the all the Samuel Augustuses.

Born in Pendleton and educated at Yale, he moved to Charleston but was forced to flee
after a duel with a critic of his father. He first iraveled to Alabama where he met his wife, Mary
Ann Adams, but it would be in Texas that he would make his name. A signor of the Texas
Declaration of Independence, he was stationed at the Alamo prior to the famed battle and was .

* Kristin Hall, Genealogy of Kristin Carole Hall [cited 4 October 2007], (Includes information on Maverick family
lore) [family tree online].

3 Ibid.
31 Ibid.
" 32 Ihid.

53 «Mayor-Elect a Maverick,” New York Times, (14 November 1897) [journal online] [cited 9 October 2007].
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eventually imprisoned by his enemies. He survived and the family moved back to Alabama, but
his renown has remained in Texas, where locales have been named in his honor.s

It was in the person of Samuel’s sister Lydia Ann that the Maverick family would
interlock with another historic American family, the Van Wycks. Tracing their heritage to
Cornelius Barentsen Van Wyck (born 1645) who arrived in New Netherlands in 1660,5 the Van
Wycks were one of the Dutch families that Samuel Maverick (1602} and others had worked for
the English to drive out of the region. In this case at least, they failed and Van Wycks ascended
to prominence in the coming generations, with figures like Richard T. Van Wyck, a Major in the
Revolutionary War, and Charles H. Van Wyck, a Nebraska Senator.5

Seven generations removed from Cornelius, William Van Wyck (born 1803) married
Lydia Ann Maverick—daughter of Samuel Augustus Maverick and Lydia Turpin and sister of the
famed Texan. The couple spent time in both Alabama and New York, but settled in Charleston,
where they owned a certain property on the south side of Calhoun Street.&

Evidence suggests some sort of parinership between William and Samuel Augustus as to
the original purchase of the property,5® but by William’s death in 1867, sole possession was in
Lydia’s hands.5® Upon her death in 1885, the duty of executing her will fell to two of her very
capable sons, Robert and Augustus.5°

Robert Anderson Van Wyck (born 1846) was raised in Charleston and educated at
Columbia. He was a lawyer and judge in New York City, but attained his greatest notoriety for
his role in the corrupt workings of Tammany Hall as Mayor of New York from 1898 to 1901. He
was regarded as rather cold towards his constituents, but even his biggest critics were surprised

when, in 1900, a scandal broke implicating him in an ice trust conspiracy.

54 3. Marvin Hunter, “Samuel Augustus Maverick, Texas Patriot.” Frontier Times (April 1928) [cited 4 October
2007].

55 «Van Wyck Family,” Carman Geneology (14 January 2007) (Contains Van Wyck family lore) [cited 9 October
2007}

56 Kristin Hall, Genealogy, [cited 4 October 2007} [family tree online].

5 “Mayor-Elect,” NYT, (14 November 1897) {journal online] [cited 9 October 2007].
58 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book W 10 Page 643, Charleston, South Carolina, 1833.
5% Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book O 24 Page 242, Charleston, South Carolina, 1906.

 Thid.

81 «Robert Van Wyck: The Mayor of Greater New York,” Elected Mayors of New York City jcited 9 October
20071, ,

“Robert A. Van Wyck Dies in family Home,” New York Times (16 November 1918) [journal online] [cited 9
October 2007].




21

Augustus (born 1850) received education at the University of North Carolina and also
went into law, practicing in Richmond. Eventually, he became a Justice of the New York
Supreme Court. He ran for governor there in 1898, but was defeated by none other than
Theodore Roosevelt.52 |

Tt was these two men, relatively early in their noteworthy careers, that faced the task of
selling the 145 and 147 Calhoun. In 1906, they sold it to Lawrence and Bennett,® and the
Maverick/Van Wyck era of the property came to an end.

62 «August Van Wyck, Jurist, Dies at 71,” New York Times (9 June 1922) [journal online] [eited 9 October 2007].
63 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book O 24 Page 242, Charleston, South Carolina, 1906.
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Van Wyck Family Tree64
Samuel Van Wyck

Abraham{1767 — 1852) Samuel

Samuel Abraham  Willhlam(1803 — 1867)

Marries

Robert Anderson (1849 —1918) Samuel William Abraham = Augustus

Lydia Ann Maverick (b. 1849) i
s . | m. Leila Gordon
m. Robert Hoke (1837 — 1912) Wilkins
| /\

Michael Hoke (1874 — 1944) William Leila Grey
m. James W. Osborne

Robert Anderson Van
Wyck: Image Courtesy
of www.nye.gov.

Howland — Maverick family, young
girl on the right is Lydia Van Wyck:
Hmage courtesy of _
www.pilgrimjohnhowlandsociety.org

8 “yan Wyck Family,” Carman Geneology (14 January 2007) {cited 9 October 2007].




Sam (b. 1837)

Samuel Augustus (1872)
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Maverick Family TreeSs

Peter (? — 1573)
—

]

Radford(1561 — 1622)

Rev. Peter (1550 — 1616) John (1552 — 1593)
m. Mary Gye

Samuel (1602 — 1679) John(1621 - ?) Nathaniel Moses

Samuel Augustus (1742 - ?}
m. Lydia Turpin

Samuel Augustus (1772 -?) Lydia (1780 - ?)

m. Elizabeth Anderson

Robert Lydia Ann (1814 — 1885)

Samuel Augustus
m. William Van Wyck

m. Mary Ann Adams (1818 — 1898)
*

*
.
-
*
-
-
-
-
L
*
L ]
*
»
-
-
.
L]
L)
-+
*
*
-

Maury Maverick (1895 — 1954)

Photo of Samuel Maverick{ 1803 —

% Kristin Hall, Genealogy, fcited 4 October 2007] [family tree online}.
1870): Image courtesy of
talesofthenewworld blogspot.com
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Evolution of the Department Store

To understand the significance of the Marks and Sons Dry Goods Store located at
the southeast corner of King and Calhoun Streets, it is helpful to know how department
stores evolved in America. Before the department store, people bought their goods from
many different specialized stores such as retail stores that sold only shoes, clothing, or
household goods. The tendency to run a specialized retail store began to disappear
starting around the 1860’s — 1870’s and was replaced by a move towards integration of
functions and diversification of merchandise.6®

The American department store modeled itself after the grand stores of Europe,
including the Bon Marche in Paris. As early as 1863, the Bon Marche was doing about
$1,400,000 in business. It catered mostly to women, was organized in different
merchandise departments, and even offered many free services to customers. There
were also many other stores in Paris, such as Magasins du Printemps, Louvre, Magasins
du Coin de Rue, and Pygmalion, all began to spread their businesses past the traditional
dry goods lines during the 1860’s. On the other hand, in London, retailers were not as
innovative as those in Paris. There were only a handful of stores that diversified their

goods and this wasn’t common until after 1875.7

Lord & Taylor Department Store:
Image courtesy of
www.victoriana.com

6 Ralph M. Hower. History of Macy’s of New York (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1943), 141,

7 Ibid., 143.
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In America, the trend away from specialization was first seen at the Hager Store
in Lancaster, Pennsylvania, which was established in 1821. Forty years later, in the
18607s, A.T. Stewart and Arnold, Constable & Co. located in New York, began to be
organized systematically by department. They were still only selling the traditional dry
goods however. It wasn’t until after 1875 when they began to diversify their goods. Two
other stores located in New York, Lord & Taylor and R.H. Macy & Co. also began to
expand their retail stores by the mid to late 1870’s. in 1874, Lord & Taylor added a
furniture department where they sold products they manufactured and beat Macy’s by a
year in opening a shoe department. Overall though, Macy’s was among the top two of
three stores in America and Europe to completely transition to a modern department
store from a specialized store. 68

Just knowing that the department store evolved from specialized retail stores is
not enough. It is even more helpful to know why the department store arrived. One
reason is because of the after effects of the Industrial Revolution. Cities were rapidly
growing due to steam transportation and factory systems. There was steady production
of goods from the factory to the household and people who had formerly made their own
clothing now bought their goods from retail stores. Also, the speed of urbanization
influenced the development of the department store. Populations nationwide of people
living in cities grew by 8.5% between 1860 and 1880. In response to larger populations,
cities improved upon streets and urban trénsportation facilities, giving people
unprecedented mobility and encouraging the growth of large scale retail operations. The
boundaries of how far families could travel to shop were extended and new modes of
transportation provided quicker access to other areas of cities.®

Newspaper advertising and store delivery systems also aided in helping the
department store evolve. Patronage could be attracted from farther distances than had
previously been possible. Better public systems like water, sewage, and gas lighting

helped to facilitate easier city living. The greater the population grew, the more need

% Thid., 144-145.
 hid., 146-147.
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there was for improvements, and the better the improvements aided in attracting more
people to come to the city.7e

Perhaps the biggest influence in the evolution of the department store was basic
convenience. It was so much more convenient for customers to purchase all of their
needs under one roof, much like the way we shop today at malls. It was especially
convenient for all of the people living in large cities. Thus, the stores that offered a
diverse supply of goods were more likely to gain more sales and more profit. Also, many
stores added new technical developments like multiple floors connected by elevators
and central heating making the buildings warm in winter.”

Savvy businessmen saw in the diversification of goods a way to cut overhead costs
by spreading them over a larger volume of business. They eliminated the middle man
and could obtain merchandise at lower prices than wholesalers could offer. The retailer
now performed all those tasks previously done by the middleman such as selection,
transportation, storage, financing, and assumption of risks. Direct buying also allowed
the retailer to respond to changes in taste or style faster. They could then instruct the
manufacturer to produce the types of merchandise that consumers wanted.7>

Overall, the department store was a salvation in diversification and integration |
for men like R.H. Macy. Not every department store owner was successful, but those
who were definitely reaped what they sowed. Business nationwide tended away from
specialization and department store entrepreneurs followed the trend. Out of the |
American condition came the American department store.

70 Ibid., 147.
 fbid., 148.
7 Ibid., 153-154.
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Marks & Sons Dry Goods Store

In 1883, Joseph Marks purchased 372 King St and shortly thereafter, he acquired
374 King Street. Finally, in 1888, Moses Marks bought 376 — 378 King Street to add to
his father’s property.73 In 1891, the Marks family, headed by Moses, with his sons,
Joseph, Isaac, and Mordecai, opened “one of the handsomest and costliest
establishments in the South.”74 Their new grand opening on September 28 attracted
immense crowds that filled Calhoun and King Streets.”s The merchandise sold at the
store included evening silks, hairpins, blankets, lace curtains, fine dress goods,
perfumes, gloves and lace, gent’s furnishings, infants’ goods, hosiery, Chinaware,
pictures, and underwear among “a thousand and one other things.”76 The new store was
a three story building 125 feet tall and 35 feet wide. It was built out of polished and rock

faced granite and terra cotta.”” Galvanized iron was bought from John Seaton of

73 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book H 19 Page 308, Charleston, South Carolina, 1888.
;: ‘Do You Know Your Charleston?” Charleston News and Courier, 24 August 1881, sec. B, p. 1, CCPL.

Ibid.
76 «A Notable House-Warming,” Charleston News and Courier, 28 May 1891, CCPL.

77 Ihid,
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Brooklyn, New York, for $3,545. Wrought and cast iron were bought from Riverside
Bridge and Iron Works of Patterson, New Jersey, for $3,890. Terra Cotta was purchased
from the Terra Cotta Architectural Company of New York for $5,300. Finally, granite
was bought from Robert Logan of New York City for $2,871. Altogether, the building
cost $39,982 paid in six installments as the foundation, fist story, second story, third

story, towers, and entire work were completed. 78
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Visitors to the store entered a magnificent building where they sometimes could

not tell if they were inside a department store or a drawing room of someone’s home.

Walls were adorned with pictures and paintings and windows were covered in fancy lace

curtains. The interior was decorated by Thomas Matthews, a professional decorator, and

included a wax statue of a woman playing a harp. The new store also featured many

technological advances. A
Martin cash carrier system
could run money the length
of the store in twenty two
seconds. There was also an
elevator, gas and electric

lighting, and steam

heating.7s

The Marks’ family ran the
department store from 1891 until
1940, when they went out of business.
The family did not sell the store, but

I PIWHESS WIIREQP The sartics horoeio
have set tholr honds and sesla tho doy and yapy Dirst above

writhen. =
APtocrded i L2

Left: Photo of Moses Marks at the World Exposition: Image courtesy
South Carolina Room, Charleston County Public Library

Above: Moses Marks’ signature from the contraet for his Dry Goods
Store: Image courtesy of R.W. Marks Papers, Addlestone Library

Below: The Marks Department Store as Sears & Roebuck {arrow
points to Sears sign): Image courtesy of Historic Charleston
Foundation

™ «A Notable House-Warming,” Charleston News and Courier, 28 May 1891, CCPL.
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rather began leasing it to another retail specialist, Sears & Roebuck 30 The company did
little to change the building and began selling their usual products like tools and other
household items. In 1955, Sears revealed plans to build a new store at the site of the old

Charleston Orphan House.%

Map showing Sears
& Roebuck at 372
King 5t, 1946:
Image Courtesy
South Carolina
Room, Charleston
County Library

Note: Properties are
stilled owned by
Marks’ heirs

F . ) LI ’

Rendering of the new W.T.
Grant building that replaced the
old Marks Department Store,
1955: Image Courtesy News and
Courier

ks R

Here fs Sketch OF New Stol;e To .ﬁe .t;cuted At King And Celhoun

The year was 1955 and the heirs of Moses Marks began to talk with W.T Grant

and Company about razing the old Marks Building replacing it with a more modern

department store. Many newspaper articles appeared discussing plans to raze the

] ® «“Demolished,” Charleston N&C, 10 May 1955, sec. A. p. 10, CCPL.
81 Brenner, The Old Codgers’ Charleston Address Book 1900-1999 (Charleston: Jackson’s Inc., 2001).
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former Marks and Sears building. The winning bid to raze the building was attained by
Skinner & Ruddock, Charleston contractors, for $13,000.%2 The new W.T. Grant
building was begun in July of 1955 and was designed by Charleston architect Augustus
E. Constantine. The plan was a two story building of a more contemporary design. It
extended 9o feet on King Street and 200 feet on Calhoun Street with over 29,000 square
feet of interior space. The exterior will be pressed face brink and concrete with a pink
texture. Also, the newest of fluorescent lighting was used inside to highlight the
merchandise.®3

In 1975, the W.T. Grant Company national corporation declared bankruptey and
one day later, all five of the Charleston stores closed.? The store sat vacant for three
years until 1978, when former state senator, Thomas Dewey Wise, purchased the Grant
building for $320,000. People saw the purchase of this building as a potential boost for
the declining King Street business disirict.85 Wise’s plans for the site included renting
floor space to two food establishments, one a fast food place and the other a sit down

restaurant, and retail store.8¢

STREET

Map showing the W.T. Grant Building in 1969:
Image courtesy Board of Architectural Review

%2 «Bjds are Opened on Razing Former Sears Building,” Charleston News and Courier, 30 January 1955, sec. D, p.
8, CCPL.
83« T. Grant Planning Big Store Here,” Charleston Evening Post, 9 June 1955, CCPL..

% Brenner, Codgers’ 1900-1999.

% Pave Doubrava, “Grant Building Purchased for $320,000,” Charleston News and Courier, 1 March 1978, sec. b,
p- 1, CCPL.

% Dave Doubrava, “Former Grant Store Purchase Being Finalized,” Charleston News and Courier, 16 February
1978, sec. B, p. 1. CCPL.
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Photo of the Shops at Marion Square, 2000:
Image courtesy Board of Architectural Review

Wise’s new property became the Shops at Marion Square and remained in his
possession until 1979 when he sold the prbperty to Marion Square Associates.b”
Eventually the property ended up in the hands of Marion Square LLC and in 2001, a
new retailer moved in. Millennium Music, a music store, opened at the corner of King
and Calhoun.®8 The building was altered some with the addition of a rooftop terrace and
sculptural detail. In 2006, the property was once again sold to King and Calhoun L1C.
In 2007, it was proposed to put an eight story condominium structure on the property

with retail stores on the first level.80

Photo of Millennium Music at 372 King
Street: Image courtesy of Jessica
Golebiowski

87 Charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book H 118 Page 42, Charleston, South Carolina, 1979.
% Bill Perry, “Millennium Music,” Charleston Regional Business Journal (18 December 2000) [journal online}
[cited 28 August 2007].

3 «A New Vision,” Charfeston Post and Courier, 10 February 2007, sec. A, p. 1. CCPL.
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Richardsonian Romanesque Architecture

Painting of Henry Hobson Richardson: Image
courtesy of www.essential-architeciure.com

Richardsonian Romanesque architecture, which was prevalent from 1870 — 1895,
gets its name from the well known architect Henry Hobson Richardson. H.H
Richardson was born in Louisiana on September 29, 1838. He attended one year at the
University of Louisiana and then went to Harvard. Upon graduation from Harvard,
Richardson went to Paris to study at the School of Beaux Arts. However, the Civil War
prevented his family for sending him funds to pay for school and his studies were cut
short. He returned to America in 1865 and settled in New York opening his first practice
on May 15, 1866.9¢

Architecture at this time was mainly influenced by Victorian Gothic and Second
Empire Styles. Many of his earliest buildings reflect these styles and it was not until the
late 18770’s that he developed his own personal style. Two of his buildings that express '
his style more vividly are the New York State Hospital in Buffalo, New York, and Trinity
Church in Boston, Massachusetts. Richardson’s professional maturity was reached
beginning in 1878 with buildings in Cambridge, Wyoming, and Quincy, Massachusetts.
It was with these buildings that he began to simplify form turning to basic shapes and

* Jeffrey Karl Ochsner, H.H, Richardson: Complete Architectural Works, (Cambridge, MA: MIT Press, 1996), 1.
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the natural qualities of stone, brick, and shingles. In only four years, H.H. Richardson
would be recognized as the leading architect in the nation.s

Richardson died at the young age of 47 in 1886 due to a renal disorder, Bright's
Disease.92 Though his career was short lived, he was still very influential in the
architecture world with followers including Charles McKim, Stanford White, Louis
Sullivan, and John Welborn Root.$3

Cheney Building, Hartford, Connecticut
(tower has been removed) — This building
is very similar in design to the Marks &
Sons Dry Goods Store: Image courtesy of
i www.essential-architecture.com

Marks Department Store, 1891: Image
courtesy of South Carolina Historical

Society

The actual architectural style of Richardson’s buildings is based on French and
Spanish Romanesque forms of the 11t century. He revived these styles with massive
stone walls, semicircular arches, and a new makeup of interior space. The style was far
reaching and had a large effect on many Chicago architects like Louis Sullivan and
Frank Lloyd Wright as well as Scandinavian architects. 94

1 Ihid., 3.
* Tbid., 3.

%3 «q] 4. Richardson,” A Digital Archive of American Architecture, [cited 3 October 2007] (copyrighted by Jeffery
Howe).

% «Richardson,” A Digital Archive, [cited 3 October 2007].
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Robert Walter Marks

Robert W. Marks, back cover of The
Horizontal Hour: Image courtesy of
South Carolina Room, Charleston County
Public Library

In the latter half of the twentieth century, ownership of 372 King shuffled
repeatedly with the renewal of the King Street commercial district. From the death of
Moses Marks in 1911, the property meandered through a maze of familial conveyances,
divisions in interest, and corporate dynamics. Of all the players on this stage of financial
affairs, the most intriguing is Robert W. Marks, Moses’ grandson. Born and raised in
Charleston, Robert’s incredible wit and unapologetically unique persona, both troubling
and amusing to himself and those around him, gave him stature as one of the identifying

characters of the social scene.




R.W. Marks’ yearbook page: lmage
¥ courtesy of R.W. Marks Papers,
Addlestone Library 36
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The son of Joseph and Fannie, Robert
displayed an aptitude for disturbing the status quo

: at an early age. A yearbook from the Porter
Military Academy in 1923 deems him “the most

eccentric character ever matriculated in this
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%P “border[ing] on insanity.”9s With this status as a
Hlonors: 3

oS v ieoaac2n; Guideneharge Day | kind of intellectual troublemaker, he began studies
Boys "22-°23; Track Sl{l)l:tld t“,m;"l‘ (:ua't‘::l;n §

Gwimming Team "¥2-723; Debatmy Teatm 23
l’ﬁ;::l;::nllfﬁan Lit_m':n')’ Sm-_iet_\'. '2!-’5!2—‘23; ¥y at ﬂle Coﬂege Of Chal'lest()l'l at age 1 4- SO on aft er,
ri n(‘;:zll’l}l'llﬂ’!q l)(anﬁ-mra ¢ a(l:rl“'l:aa ‘2,,:‘.;- ut: Pelyzon
Siall 22237 Grils @ RS 2R. . ,
) ) -apathy towards his academic career and a

There is ra disputing the fact that Rt_!ht‘]!'l i;
the most eccentric characler ever malienlate . -
in this scheol-scientist, Don _Tualn. and  poel IEIIICtaIlCB to attend classes W1th any regularlty Ied
——misunderstond  and vnfathomeds prolesses
misngyny, -— unthorities claim  otherwise - . to an unfortunate tendency tOW&I‘dS pOOI' grades
Driving the *inferno lin role™ his daring hrﬁ'dcrs
on insanity, and it rehonves no demotselle fo . N . 96
accompany him unless !welll 1t‘h.apemm‘,'.tl.d ]-i;-]e andi Subsequenﬂy, hlS dlSImssal ffom the SChOO]_.

eriodically Diows wp the Jaboratory, and has . .
geen known to contracl tours purposcly for the AStO\lIldlIlgly undaunted, he apphed to both
exercise, s illogical arguments and wpracti-
cal Utepias, together with various and sundry
other pecubiarities, gain for him the reputation.
of heing, not a great philosapher. bat a nut.

Columbia and Yale numerous times, receiving

numerous rejections.?” With persistence, he would

be accepted into both institutions as well as the
Sorbonne. In each case, he would leave campus without finishing his degree.?®
Throughout these travails, Robert continued to pursue his many interests. He
dabbled in philosophy, the Japanese language, computer science, the history of Chinese
musical instruments, recording technology, and automotive and aeronautic sciences.?
It was in his greatest passion, however, that he would find the setting to weld these
varying interests together to create a career—the career in which he would becomze one

of Charleston’s most distinetive and controversial figures. Robert W. Marks, whose

% Porter Military Academy Yearbook, Profile of Robert W. Marks, p. 35. RWM Papers, Addlestone, C of C.

:: Karen Greene, “Marks Versatile Author,” Charleston News and Courier, 19 October 1975, sec. C, p. 2, CCPL.
Adam Leroy Jones, Letter to Robert W. Marks, 14 July 1934, (Letter of rejection from Cohimbia University),

RWM, Addlestone, C of C. )

9% Marjorie Campbeil, “Dr. Marks, Inventor of Money-Making ‘Brainchild’, Author, Visiting Here,” Charleston

News and Courier, 10 September 1953, sec. C, CCPL.

* RWM Papers, Addlestone, C of C.
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father, grandfather, and uncles had built their lives on the business of dry goods and the

burgeoning department store movement, would become a writer of erotic novels.

Cover of Robert Marks’ novel The
Horizontal Hour, a novel about
psychoanalysis: Image courtesy of
South Carolina Room, Charleston
County Library

Tt was a profession into which he would not evolve until the age of 50, but by then
he had already established a successful career as a journalist and non-fiction author.
Living in New York, his work was published in numerous periodicals and he finally
completed his academic career at the New School for Social Research.'o¢ He became a
resident writer for Esquire magazine and published several non-fiction books
throughout the middle of the century.**

By the 1950s, he was a well-respected journalist with a reputation for versatility
and broad range of expertise. No one, however, could have accurately anticipated his
next endeavor. In 1971, he published “The Trembling of a Leaf” under the pseudonym
“John Colleton.”02 The novel, staggeringly graphic yet unabashedly so, is set in
Charleston, and uses familiar places and well-known figures throughout the plot. Not
surprisingly, this created something of a controversy amongst the citizens with more

traditional predilections.1e3

100 Marjorie Campbell, “Dr. Marks, Inventor of Money-Making “Brainchild’, Author, Visiting Here,” Charleston
News and Courier, 10 September 1933, sec. C, CCFL.

101 w(tharleston author R.W. Marks dies,” Charleston Post and Courier, 9 August 1993, CCPL.

102 «professor Identified as Author of Book,” Charleston News and Courier, 5 May 1971, CCPL.

163 W HL.J. Thomas, “A Mystery — But What a Book!” Charleston News and Courier, 29 April 1971, -gec. B,
p. 1, CCPL. '
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Robert continued his newfound career after returning to Charleston in the early
1970s. He published under various psendonyms referring to the peninsula, including
“John Charleston,” “Tradd Cooper,” and “Mark Ashley,” with each novel more titillating
than the last, his immodesty blossoming with age.104

Along with his cousins, Doris Ferst and Florence Scharff, he retained his family
interest in 372 King throughout its time as the WT Grant store until 1978 when the
family sold it to Thomas Dewey Wise, thus initiating an era of corporate ownership and
development. One detail of the agreement easily overlooked is Robert’s retention of a
five percent share in the property, an interest still held by the family as the last remmnant
of over one hundred years of the Marks family province at the corner of King and
Calhoun.1o5

104 Karen Greene, “Marks Versatile Author,” Charleston News and Courier 19 October 1975, sec. C, p. 2, CCPL.
105 charleston County Register of Mesne Conveyance, Deed Book Z 114 Page 141, Charleston, South Carolina,
1978.
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The Present — Millennium Music

Today, Millennium Music stands on the corner of King and Calhoun; it is a retail
store selling CDs, records, tapes, DVDs, and also houses a small café. After moving in in
2001, the business sought to take advantage of the “underutilized™6 location at the
intersection of two high traffic streets and overlooking an historic Charleston park. The
plans called for a restaurant/bar, “large performance stage with ample seating,” space to
shelve not only multimedia, but instruments as well, and the corporate offices of the
store.’o7 Furthermore, planning began on a new modern rooftop as a means to decorate
the seemingly drab exterior. After discussion with the Board of Architectural Review, the

new roof structure went up in 2003:°8 and remains there today as the most prominent

feature of the building.

© o 12.5.00

ing & Calhoun ssues: Reyvised:
. : ' & Calhoun : od:
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Rendering of Millennium Music at 372 King Street: Photo of the Shops at Marion Square before
Image courtesy of Board of Architectural Review Millennium Music move;d in: Image courtesy
of Board of Architectural Review

106 Bl Perry, “Millennium Music to anchor renovated Marion Square,” Charleston Regional Business Journal, (18
December 2000) [journat ontine] [cited 28 August 2007).

%7 1hid.

108 <A v onometric drawing at Corner Element,” (sketch of proposed roof addition by Neil Stevenson Architects), 16
Tuly 2002, BAR, Charleston.
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Photo of Millennium Music at 372
King Street: Image courtesy of

K. Remington Montgomery
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Plans for the rooftop of Millennium
Music at 372 King Street: Image courtesy
of Board of Architechiral Review
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The Future

A wave of redevelopment
is breaking over Upper
~. Kingand Meeting
" streefs in Charleston.
~ - New hops, offices -
. and hundreds
Ch ‘of hotel
rooms and
. residential
unitsareon
© theway. |

Article from the Post & Courier with an arrow
pointing to 372 King Street (#11)

In recent years, like much of the Marion Square district, 372 King has grown increasingly
attractive to potential developers, each with their own idea as to the most efficient use of the
pivotal commercial corner. While many face similar questions throughout the Charleston
metropolitan area, the Millennium Music site has become somewhat of a focal point in a much
larger debate facing the city—when and how to incorporate new developments in historical
settings.

Its emblematic nature aside, there is a very practical aspect to the future of 372 King. As
the rejuvenation of King Street continues to extend northward, 372 King moves closer to the
center of the downtown commercial district, enhancing both its importance and potential.
Within five years time, there will in all likelihood be a new building on the site, and its style and
use will go a long way towards establishing the future identity of Charleston.

Thus far, the plans that have come to the forefront involve the construction of an eight-
story building for mixed residential, commercial, and office use. In 2005, PrimeSouth Group led
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a proposal to begin construction but were delayed by zoning issues? and, by February of 2007,
were more prominently involved with property further north on King, at the corner of Radcliffe
Street.i*® Developers are notoriously undaunted by such impediments, and there is little to
suggest that the current structure will outlast the King Street revival.

109 Rachel Pleasant, “King and Calhoun corer project faces opposition,” Charleston Regional Business Journal 5
September 2003) {journal online] [cited 28 August 2007].
110 « A New Vision,” Charleston Post and Courier, 10 February 2007, sec. A, p. 1, CCPL.
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372 King Street
Date Deed BooliSelier Buyer Type Lot Size  |Comtnents Comments
1412/2006]kh69-215 [Marien Square LLC King and Cathoun 1 C Conveyance $12 mitlion
11/2/19956|u261-178 iLibery National Marion Squarg LLTC | Conveyance
36¢1884{n135-463 {Marion Sguare Asso |herty Mational Mortgage
2112/1878ih118-42  [Thomas Dewey Wise Marion Sguare Assac Conveyance
2710/197812114-141 |R.Marks, O. Ferst, F, Schar Thomas Dewey Wise Conveyance RV retains 5%
5/5/1962{076-407 |Fannie C. Marks Robert W. Marks Conveyance 20% share
Therese R. Marks Robert W. Marks Frobate 258% share File 74-275
: Madleine Weil Florence Scharff Probate 25% share File 73-700
| 4014418521d55-240  |Fannie C. Marks Ruobert V. and Indng Markg Conveyance 5% share
: [saac Marks Dayis Ferst Probate 25% share File B48-123
lsaac Marks Madeleine Weil WAl 25% share
Joseph Marls Fannie C. Marks WAl 25% share
: Joseph Marks Therese R. Marks 25% share
1/17/1911|u25-549  [Moses Marks Joseph and Isaat Marks {Conveyance 30x200x25 |exec: Joseph
1/10/1888 [h18-204 |Juseph Marks Moses Marks Conweyance  |30x200x25 $17,000.00
B7A1883  IB-316  [Mary Ann Wirth . loseph Marks Conveyance  [30x200x35 $5,000.00
9/1/1873  [ni6-138 [Charles Cohrs Mary Ann Wirth Conveyance  |30x200:25 $4.500.00
721872 lo16-366  (William Cadow Charles Cohrs Cowt setterment 3620025
10/28A1882 Ip14-544  |Thomas Wallace {died) William Cadow Conveyance  |30x200x25 $7.900.00
41841835 |[i10-185 |Lawrence Bensan Thomas Wallace Conveyance  [28.8x200 $5,000.00
111741832 |d10-159 [Lavinia Benson {died) | awrence Benson Conveyance
i 374 King
Date Deed BoolGrantee Grantor Type Lot Size |Comments jCommerts
L 141 2/20606[k069-215 {Marion Sguare LLC King and Calhoun LLC Conveyance $12 million
: 112118951u261-178_|Liberty Nationaj Marioh Square LLT Canveyance
3#6/1084In135-463 {Marion Square Asso Liberty National Morigage
2121979h1168-42  |Thomas Dewey Wise Marion Sguare Assoc Conveyance
2/110/1978|z114-141 |R.Marks, D. Ferst, F. Scharf Thomas Dewey Wise Conveyance
5/511962|076-407  |Fannie C. Marks Robert W. Marks Conveyance 20% share
Therese K. Marks Rohert /. Marks Prohate 28% share {File 74-275
] Wadleine Weil Flarence Scharff Prohate 25% share [File 73700
{4114A1952|d55-240  |Fannie C. Marks Robert W, and Irving Mark§Cornwveyance 5% share
Isaac Marks Doris Ferst Probate 5% share |File 849-123
Isaac Marks Madeleing Weil Will 25% share
Joseph Marks Fannie C. Marks WAl 25% share
) Joseph Marks Therese R. Marks 25% share
1791 1ju25-548  [Moses Marks Joseph and Isaac Marks  [Conveyance exec:. Joseph
141071888 |h18-204  {Joseph Marks Moses Marks Conveyance $17.000 |2 brick
18021y18-337 _ |Charles Seignious Joseph Marks Conveyance| 30286 $3,000 {2 brick
5f12¢1836 [n10-257 |Sarah Woof Charles Seignious Conveyance;28x200 | $4 ,900.00 {218 King
3231833 |F1B-150  lsaac Barrett Sarah Woolf Conveyance|29x200 | $3,500.00
5/4i1824 |g9-33F  {Eliza Smith Isaac Barrett Foreclosure | 28x200 | $2.530.00
1817 Eliza Smith Auction
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376 - 378 King
Date Deed BogSeiler Buyer Type Lot Size [Comments Commernts
| 1/1272006|k563-215 |Marion Square LLC King and Calhoun LLC Conveyance $12 million
i 1142011995 )u261-178\Liberty Naticnal Marion Square LLC Conveyance
3/B/1884|n135-463]Marion Sguare Asso Liberty National Mortgage
2/12/1878|h118-42 {Thomas Dewey Wise barion Sguare Assoc Conveyahce
211019781z114-141|R. Marks, D. Ferst, F. Schar| Thomas Dewey Wise Conveyance RWH refains 5%
8/5/1962|076-407 |Fannie C. Marks Robert W, Marks Conveyance 2% share
‘ Therese R, Marks Robert W, Marks Probate 25% share File 74-275
Madleine Weil Florence Scharff Probate 25% share File 73-700
A/14/1862|d55.240 |Fanne C. Marks Rohert W. and irving MarkgConveyance 5% share
' Isasc Marks Doris Ferst Probate 25% share File 848-123
Isgac Marks Madeleine ¥Weil SAll 25% share
Joseph Warks Fannie C. Marks WAl 75% share
! Joseph Marks Therese R. Marks 23% sharg
i 11711911ju25-548 |Moses Marks Joseph and lsaac Marks  [Conveyance exec: Joseph
13/28/18688 jh18-308 {George Lindstedt Moses Marks Conveyance $30,000
311741869 ful4-58 |Sarah Lovegreen George Lindstedt Conveyance exec: LB Lovegreen
21251850 1c12-574 [Henrv Hortheck Sarah Lovegreen Conveyance (201540 {2 brick combined with 378
(117311846 |wi1-523 |Andrew Lovegreen Henry Hortheck Foreclosure $8.100.00 |
i 145 - 147 Calhoun
Date Deed Bool|Seller Buyer Type Lot Size |Comments
1/12/2008{kEBB-215 IMarion Sguare LLC King and Cathoun LLC Conveyance $12 millien
11#2F188510261-178 {Liberty Mational Marion Sguare LLC Conveyance
i\ 3B71984|n135-463 {Marion Square Asso Liberty National Mortgage
2M1201973h118-42  |Thamas Devvey Wise Marion Sguare Assoc Conveyance
FH10/1187812114-141 |R. Marks, D. Ferst, F. Schayj Thomas Dewey Wise Conveyance
5/5H1962{076-407  |[Fannie C. Marks Robert W. Marks Convevance 20% share
Therese . Marks Robert W. Marks Probate 26% share
5/61855[n60-128  |Madeleine Weil Robert W. and Irving Marks Conveyance 5% share
5/5/1985|nB0-129  {Madeleine Weil Doris Ferst Conveyance 25% share
Madeleine Weil Fiorence Scharif Prohate 25% share
Madeleine Weil Fannie C. Marks 20% share
Madeleine Weil Therese R. Marks 24% share
8/11/1846y16-223  |RH. Wichmann & Sons Madeleing Weil Conveyance $61,500
1/15/1920|g30-412  [Overland Pakneto Co R.H. Wichmann & Sons Cornveyance $14 0060*
117207101 71128-81 R.H. Wichmann Crverland Paimeito Co Conveyance $8.,000.00
10/4/1917128-40 5.W. Bennett, Julia Purcell [R.H. Wichmann Conveyance $8.000
123/1909jy24-233 |EA. Lamrence SW. Bennett Convevance partial interest]
6/11/1806}j024-242  [Lvdia AM. Van Wyck E A Lawrence, 5 W. Bennett, Julia PunCaonveyance $3.000
a11-226 iJean B. H. Benoist Lydia AMVan Wyck (formerly MaverickBongd
24611839 |wi0-643 [Williarn and Lydia Van WichJean B. H. Benoist Conveyance
511441833 Yilliarn Turgin William and Lydia Van Wack Keatitll
AFF1811 d3-228  {Henry Osborn {died) Williatn Turpin Auckion
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24 Burns Lane
Date Deed BoolSeller Buyer Type Lot Sizg Comments|Comments
1/1242008|khBS-215 {Marion Square LLC King and Calhoun 11.C Conveyance $12 milion
1172/1995[u261-178 {Liherty National Marion Sguare LLC Conveyance
F6/1984[n135-463 [Marioh Sguare Assoc Liberty Mational Mortgage
2121978 h118-42  [Thomas Dewey Wise Marion Square Assoc Conveyance
2119782114141 |R.Marks, D. Ferst, F. Scharf{Thomas Dewey Wise Convayance
B/5/1962k076-407  |Fannie C. Marks Robert \W. Marks Conveyance 20% share
Therese K. Marks Robert W. Marks Frohate 26% share |File 74-275
ArB6M955InB0-129  |Madsleine Weil Robert W, and lrving Markg Conveyance 5% share
BE/15551n60-128  |Madeleine Yeil Dioris Ferst Conveyanee 25% share
adeleine Yveil Florence Scharff Probate 26% share |Fite 73-700
Madeleine Weil Fannie C. Marks 25% share
Wadeleine Yveil Therese R. Marks 25% share
9/11/1946{y46-223 |[RH. Wichmann & Sons Itadeleine Veil Conveyance $61 500
1/15/1820i{g30-412  |Overtand Palmetto Co R, H. Wichmann & Sons _|[Canveyance b 14,000 |wicther Chas, Prope
1/28/1919§r28-672  [Knights of Colurbus Cverland Palmetto Co Conveyance $i0.00
1114119073w24-335  [Henry Oliver Knights of Columbus Conveyance $250.00 |has plat
11/1/1807{v24-334  [Julius Redding Henry Cliver Conveyance $250.00
: 9/12/1906j024-312 [Children of James T. ReddinlJulius Redding Conveyance $5.00
14/5/1889 w22-367  [Charleston Real Estaie James F. Redding Conveyance
14i29418%1 b21-105  Jacob W. Weinges Charleston Real Estate  [Auction $705
; 1852 . Jacoh W, Weinges 25x150 2 wood
98 Burns Lane !
Date Deed BookSeller Buyer Type Lat Size [Comments  |Comments
! 112/2006|k569-215 [Marion Sauare LLT King and Calthoun L C Convevance |21,698 f.[$12 million
11/211895|u261-178 |Liberty National Marion Sguare LLC Lonveyance
3/8/1984[n135-463 (Marion Square Asso Liberty National Mortgage
2121978lh11842  |Thomas Dewsy VWise Marion Sguare Assoc Cohveyance
2110£1878]x114-141 |R. Marks, D. Ferst, F. SchajThomas Dewey Wise Conveyance
&5/1962|076-407 [Fannie C. Marks Robert W. Marks onveyance 20% share
Therese R. Marks Robert W. Marks Probate 25% share |File 74-27¢
2/51955|n60-128  |Madeletne Weil Robert YW, and rving Mark§Convevance 5% share
50/1955|n60-128  iMadeleine Weil Doris Ferst Conveyance 25% share
Madeleine \Weil Florence Scharff Probate 25% share iFile 73-70C
[Madeleine Weil Fannie C. Marks 25% share :
Madeleine Weil Therese R. Marks 25% share
9f11/1946)46-223  |R.H. Wichmann & Sons  |Madeleine Weil Conveyance $61 500
123241818]|g30412 [Overland Palmette Co R H. Wichmann & Sgns__ |Conveyance $14,000%
9/13/1918}726-181  |Mary A Culliton Cwverland Palmetto Co Conveyance 3 wood
[ 9/15/1908|w23-218 {Caroline A. Ruckh (Francis)iMary A. Culliton Convevance
BB BB1 vig-219 |Charlotte M. Joseph Francis J. Ruckh Conveyance
1852 Charlotte M. Joseph 25110 |12.5 wood
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Charleston and 372 King Street Timeline'"

1803 — The foreign slave trade reopens in S_outh Carolina for the first time since 1787;
more than 40,000 African slaves are impoi‘ted in the next five years before the practice
is brought to an end under the U.S. Constitution in 1808.

1811 — A great “cyclone” strikes the city and damages many buildings.

1813 — Another fierce hurricane comes ashore in the Lowcountry surrounding
Charleston.

1822 — The Denmark Vesey slave insurrection plot is uncovered; conspirators are
hanged or sent from the state, and stricter slave laws are enacted as a result.

1824 — John C. Calhoun, former secretary of war, is elected vice president of the United
States under President John Quincy Adams.

Members of the K.K. Beth Elohim synagogue organize the Reformed Society of Israelites
beginning Reform Judaism in America.

Eliza Smith, former owner of 374 King Street, loses the property through
foreclosure to Isaac Barrett. Barrett sells the property to Sarah Woolf three
years later who then sells it to Charles W. Seignious. Seignious will own the
property for 46 years from 1836-188z2.

1827 — Edgar Allan Poe is stationed at Fort Moultrie on Sullivan’s Island; his short story
“The Gold Bug” draws heavily upon this experience.

1828 — A banner economic year for Charleston commences with the shipment of its
largest Sea Island cotton crop and its second greatest rice crop.

1832 ~ The Nullification controversy begins as a response to the tariff of 1832, an
enactment unfavorable to the southern states.

1833 ~ The completion of a railway stretching from Charleston to Hamburg at a distance
of 136 miles results in the longest railroad in the world at this time. ’
Samuel Maverick and his daughter, Lydia Van Wyek, acquire the properties
on Calhoun Street from William Turpin and will hold these properties for
another 73 years until Lydia’s death in 1906.

11 yonathan H. Poston, The Buildings of Charleston, (Columbia, SC: University of South Carolina Press, 1997).
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1835 — St. Philip’s Episcopal Church is destroyed by fire.

1838 — Fire rages across 145 acres of the city, destroying nearly 1,000 buildings
eastward from King Street to Ansonborough.

1839 — With the beginning of an annual appropriation from the city, the College of
Charleston becomes the first municipally supported college in the United States.

1841 — Lawrence Benson dies of palsy at the age of 61 on January 315
(owned 372 King until 1835).

1842 — The Citadel, The Military College of South Carolina, is established in Charleston.
1860 — South Carolinians sign the Ordinance of Secession on December 20 at Institute
Hall in Charleston. Six days later, U.S. Army Major Robert Anderson moves his troops
from Fort Moultrie to Fort Sumter.

1861 — On April 12, the firing on Federal forces at Fort Sumter initiates the War Between
the States; perhaps the worst fire in Charleston’s history occurs on December 11, with
the path of the blaze extending in a diagonal direction from the Cooper to the Ashley
Rivers. |

Thomas Wallace, owner of 372 King from 1835 until his death, passes away
from Apoplexy at the age of 54 years old on December 16,

1863 — The 54t Massachusetts, an African American regiment under the command of
Colonel Robert Gould Shaw, leads an assault on Battery Wagner off Charleston Harbor
on Morris Island; the regiment sustains heavy casualties.

The federal bombardment of Charleston, which will last nearly eighteen months, begins
in August; shells as far north as Calhoun Street.

‘The president of the Confederacy, Jefferson Davis, visits Charleston near the end of the
year; he stays in Governor William Aiken’s house on Elizabeth Street.

1864 — The Confederate submarine Hunley sinks the Union ship Housatonic off
Sullivan’s Island, but it is also lost, with no survivors; the action marks the first
successfil sinking of a ship during warfare by a submarine.

1865 — Federal troops occupy the city in February, after 587 days of siege.

1867 — Phosphates are discovered on former plantation lands outside the city,

precipitating a booming new industry.
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1879 — William Ashmead Courtenay is elected mayor and during his eight year
administration greatly expands the city’s parks and other public services and
improvements.

1883 — Moses Marks purchases the land on the corner of King and Calhoun
streets which will house his fine department store.

1885 — Another great “cyclone” rakes the city.

1886 — A devastating earthquake strikes Charleston in August, destroying and damaging
countless properties and killing 92 people.

King St Properties suffer minimal damage — George Lindstedt at 378/426
Kfng suffers enough damage to warrant the rebuilding of parapet and south
wall on third story as well as anchoring the east wall at the second floor
adjoining the main building,

1891 — Marks and Sons Dry Goods Store opens as a new “commercial
palace”. |

1893 — Another severe hurricane batters the Charleston area.

1901 — The Navy Yard at Port Royal is relocated to a Cooper River site, a few miles above
Charleston’s city limits.

1902 — The Interstate and West Indian Exposition, a world’s fair, opens at Hampion
Park, bringing international attention to the city.

1907 — Robert W, Marks is born.

Henry Oliver buys 24 Burns Lane from Julius Redding. Twenty years
earlier, Henry Oliver constructed the Marks Department store, supposedly.
1911 — A hurricane hits the city and environs in August with recorded wind speeds
between 94 and 106 mph and brings to an end the rice industry in South Carolina.
Moses Marks dies at the age of 77 from cirrhosis of the liver and mycarditis
on April 215t. Moses leaves the property in control of his sons, Joseph and
Isaac Marks. |

1917 — The boll weevil is first detec’ted; the insects destroy the Sea Island cotton industry
by 1919.

1920 — The Snci'ety for the Preservation of Old Dwellings, now the Preservation Socity of
Charleston, is founded by Susan Pringle Frost.
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Overland Palmetto Company purchases the Calhoun and Burns Lane

properties. .

1929 — The Cooper River Bridge opens, connecting Charleston and Mount Pleasant.

Sears and Roebuck occupies the former Marks and Sons Department Store

at the corner of King and Calhoun Streets.

1931 — A pioneering zoning ordinance is passed by Charleston City Council, creating the
nation’s first official historic district and Board of Architectural Review.

| 1935 — The opera Porgy and Bess, based on Charlestonian Dubose Heyward’s novel

Porgy and composed by George Gershwin, opens in NYC.

1938 — Two tornadoes strike the city within fifteen minutes; the second devastates the

City Market.

1940 — A hurricane, the worst in nearly thirty years, hammers the city.

1941 — With the beginning of WW IL, the Charleston area swells with additional

population and the Navy Yard becomes the third largest industry in the state.

1947 — Judge J. Waites Waring rules in Charleston that South Carolina primary

elections must be opened to African Americans, thus introducing the city to the civil

rights era. _

The civic services committee of the Carolina Art Association establishes Historic

Charleston Foundation.

On June 2, 1955, the Marks and Sons Department Store begins to be torn

down, beginning from the tower that everlooked the corner of King and

Calhoun Streets.

“It’s a rule of nature and man alike that the old eventually must give way to

the new and Charleston’s business district is no exception to the rule.”

The King Street, Calhoun Street, and Burns Lane properties become what

they are today, one large lot of land (as of May 5, 1955).

1959 — The HCF Ansonborough Rehabiliatation Project begins, using an innovative

method of financing - a revolving fund for restoration.

J. Palmer Gaillard becomes mayor of Charleston and within a year opens the first

municipal facility to blacks in South Carolina.
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1966 — The city’s historic district is expanded 1o include the neighborhoods of
Ansonborough and Harleston, and the preservation zoning ordinance is significantly
updated.

1969 — The hospital strike in Charleston becomes one of the nation’s leading civil rights
struggles.

1973 — Robert Marks returns to his native Charleston after having spent
nearly the last thirty years in New York.

1975 — Joseph P. Riley, Jr., is first elected mayor of Charleston.

1977 — The arts festival “Spoleto USA” begins. |

1978 — Thomas Dewey Wise finalizes plans to purchase the former W.T
Grant store that had been vacant for three years (property was still owned
by Robert Marks and two of his cousins, Doris Ferst and Florence Scharff).
He eventually pays $320,000 for the property.

1989 — Hurricane Hugo causes extensive damage to the Charleston area.

1990 — Charleston’s Waterfront Park opens to the public.

1993 — Robert W. Marks dies on August 8.

1995 — The Navy Yard and Naval Base close; tourism has become Charleston’s largest
industry.

2006 — Millenium Music is constructed at the corner of King and Calhoun
Streets for $12 million.

2007 — Plans are made to construct an eight story building at the site of
Millenium Music featuring stores on the ground floor and econdos on the

other floors.




62

Map Study

Bird’s Eye View of Charleston,
1872, arrow points to southeast
corner of King and Calhoun:
Image courtesy of University of
South Carolina Digital
Collections

)

Ichnograpy of
Charleston, 1788, arrow
points to southeast
corner of King and

. 5 Calhoun: Image courtesy
I T iR . ne TR v of South Carolina Room,
M L k- LM '.;,,, SR N Charleston County

) : P : Public Library
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Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1888: Image courtesy of
University of South Carolina Digital Collections
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2001 Map of Charleston Historic
District with Millennium Music
on left corner: Image Courtesy of
South Carolina Room,
Charleston County Public
Library

Sanborn Fire Insurance Map, 1884: Image courtesy
of University of South Carolina Digital Collections
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Plannmg
Store Here

] “ Plans for a new W. '1‘ Grant Co, department store af Cs
houn and King Streets were announced today.

* Officials of ‘the Grant.Co. and the Engle Realty Co.
B:rmms:ham Ala. said arfangements io lease a new buil
mg o be Built at the site are completed.
. -1 “Construction of the building is expected to begin af f
: : } A (!‘l 1. : end «of this month ‘when defolition of-ihe old Sears, Ro
, IIUEUGHN | Ava, - With); ‘|'buck ard.Co. building is finished. Completion is expecty
Tarshighl " officiat ng. || |1 about 10. months. -

4 g I Designéd by Augustus E. Constantine, Charleston arcH
&nnnu f}’:‘-’ 3 87, ‘_ Teet, it wﬂl be constructed by Skinner and Ruddock for £
e U § 4 {‘heirs of M. Marks.-
<The plans call for a two-story
strucmre of a moditied. comlem

E.-dgal’ f I Potary design..It will fontain more
" .: . [than 20.000 square feel of floor
1aq Wi! Zil‘d ‘space. The grewmd area of the
T tbuilding will  he  approxi-
& w&ll_ g mautely three-quarters the size of
day iﬂ At— S ‘the new Sedirs Reebuck store. at
Charlestcn i

. The Grant store will extend 99
fept alony King Street and 230
feet on Calhoun Street. There will
be approximately. 22000 ‘square
= feet of selling area on the first
[l:fioor and 7,700 square feet on the
[ 'seeand floor. The second floor will©
:also’ contain general office space, |
irestrooms_for employes and fhe
Epubhc. and stoek storage space.
. The compuny said the store will
E‘mcm‘pm‘ate many devices for.
quick, convenisnt and : pleasant
ﬁshoppmg Afr conditioning w1ll in-
-gure. year-arpend ecemfort. . - The.
“newest it fhiorescent ljﬂ‘htmg will
3‘Iughhghl: merchandise ‘displayed on
fpecially designed cm.mters and
iﬁx tures. i
‘- 'The main entrance fo the huitd-
;ing will be set at an angle to the
Isf:eet intersection. The exterior
f,h.,mht of tite building will ‘be .50
feet. The exterior facades on King
and Calhoun Streets will be con-
(Structed of pressed facebrick im
two tones, The walls below the
show windows will be of plek tex-
‘ture and those ahove the win-,
gm\fls( will be of Tight buff face-
ricl

_The main entrance will be facslil

,,,,,,,,

;‘f L .1

‘!‘amg m-e "‘_tus dahgh ers.;
Ivin ‘si\f‘erst nk'f\tlanta nd |

ECalhuun and “St. Philip - Streets.
{

e

-

'rks“,, bo 56‘&
' four gra dl

-3

ey - --'--—:r"'fu' s

- m o .. -Zj"‘

S %63' S, : Roel:utk 3-'&
ompanyiient. intg volunts ry
ionsa little "'mpre 1han
5o 40d" the bmh;u bekeri-
g

:,;;',...‘th'::.'

mwlbv Segr Roebuac
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New and Courier article, Isaac Marks’ Obituary, Charleston Evening Post article, June g, 1955;
May 27, 1951: Image courtesy of Charleston Image courtesy of South Carolina Room,
County Publie Library Periodicals Charleston County Public Library
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‘Modern

Department

Store Will Replace. .

‘Building Once Last Word In Arch:tecture

It's & tule of nature and man
alike thai the okl eventually must
give way to the new and Charles-
ton's , business district is no ex-
cepticn to e rule.

A demwonstration of the process
i3 in progress at the seutheast cor-
rier of King and Calhonn Streels
where the old Marks Baild-
-{ing. once the Jast werd in archi-
teclural style, is being demolished
ta male way for a modern depart-
ment store.

. The pew building, fealuring low,
sweeping lines, was designed by

Augustus E. Constanfine, Charles-| Sons operated a depariment slofe
lﬁn ;[l"-‘h!gacit Hlt!lt;l ls‘i? b% bllgf BY|in the building until if was taken
arks for the W. rant| oo

Co.. department store operators. over by Searst Ro_elhll:c!gt & Co,

The stricture will be nf coneretef Who occupied it unbil last year.
blocks, faced with brick .and| - The Marks building has besn
trirnmed with limesfone. The firsty said to be one ‘of the fibest exam-
finor will be 235 by 90 fect and the Ples of Richardson Romanesque
second, 76, by @0 feet. Skinmer & architectufe in Charleston. This
Ruddock, local contractors, wal!,séhon! of archilecture is ttributed
erect the new building at a cost of jto - Henry Hobson Rlchardson,
about £250,000. . |Bousiana-born architect.

The building on the site was built]  Richardson was studying in Eu-
shout 1883 by Meses Marks. For [rope when the War Between the
almnst a half century M. Marks & IStates broke out. He loaded pas-

sage on a. ship for New ank fs
joint the Southern cause, but friends
in New York induced him-fo re-
turn t0 Burope and eomplste Lin
studies. After the war he lacated
in Boston and became one of the
nation’s moted  architects.

Because of the poverty of the
South after the war, few exam-
ples of this school of architeclure
were huilt in this sectien. Notable
remmnmg example in Charlesfon

{he Circular Congregational
Church

News and Courier article, June 12, 1955: Image courtesy of South Carolina Historical Society
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.and" Smith: streets,”
‘5 home at

aptlét

_"_'Ashevﬁle, 3‘%

‘ Yam: artwles in $undays News
i d Couuer about the Marks: ‘builds .
cand Calhoun strects,
replar Congregational

vere both built by
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Image of Marks and Sons Dry Goods Store
from “Do You Know Your Charleston?”, August
24, 1981: Image courtesy of South Carolina
Room, Charleston County Public Library

News and Courier, Letter to the Editor,
June 7, 1955: Image courtesy of South
Carolina Room, Charleston County Public
Library
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Sche 8 in Drogress st fhe southeast cors| irimmed with Timestone. The firsti S21d 10 be one of the Dnest €xaniin Boston and beezme nie €
sistis fer of King ard Calhenn Steets| {loor will be 230 h_vtm Lieeiand th; p]ﬂ . :{m Bmh-}ni%: ﬁ::n:neslq’:: na;;::;;s:ot;[d ,J‘r:h:’te:g.w .
TN . . . L, id- . 75, % Skinner & 2fchireeture in Charleston, o
E.ANDHAE_!Is_ 1& ?AI:LJ!&G--“-orkmen begin razing 1he tower 2 | Spoil ;:?::ne;hghuull:sl mksin la;‘rlcﬂiﬂ m;ﬁ:k. Ir:?;l ::bgtl:radms. wiil;sém;l of architecture is tributed | South after the war, fev ¢
Merks Building a* Wing and Cailhoun Streets. Much ab the bui Lina: teclural style, Is being demolished | evect the new building at a cest of o Henry Hobson Richareson, i ples of this school of srchite
formarly neeupi Sears Roebuck and 1 H i to make way for a modern deparl- | about $2S0.000. Lousiana-botn architect. * | were bullt in this seclien. Ne
dermalished i (TOEEE MARDUCR Hnd L. ment ztore. The building on the site was hiilt| Richardson was ing i Fu- i te ia Charl
BIRolEned 1 opre tim for the. areeiion of g The new building, featuring Inw, | abont 1383 by Moses Marks. Fur|rope when the War Betweern lhe [is . the Circular Congroga
siie, (Stpll Phorn ¥ ping lines, was igned Ly Falmol a hall cenlury M. Marks &iStates broke oot Be loaded pas- | Chereh,
Charleston Evening Post article, June 2, 1955: News and Courier article, June 12, 1955: Image courtesy of South
Image courtesy of South Carolina Room, Charleston Carolina Historical Society

County Public Library
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Here is Sketch OF New Store To Be -t;cui*ed At King And Calkoun

News and Courier article, June 12, 1955: Image courtesy of South Carolina Historical Society

: __‘jdon’t see an prnblems We 1ust.- - lieyes his present p!ans_gre eum
have to. finish checking:fo See . - patible with the city’s plans £
.. there’s a clear tifle.” - . re\utalxzation of King Street
: He saui he'expects the closing - The huilding: has. been vaca
[PIeied early next week., -siice Noveniber 1975 when th
ke is “the only one W.T. Grant Co. chain.ceased o
-it;” but would not rations. The building was use
he chase price until . riefgt last spring to house a fi

y DAVE DOUBRAVA
Staff Repnrter

The: Cha 1 ﬁos ﬁmpletedd th

_____ rleston | wyer,sal e . “The structure is owned b
ﬁoﬁefgg{dﬁg ‘is? tt;mtl-en i%‘;g? y _-:Charlestnn author Roberi W
 Space fo two fuod establishients - - Marks and iwo of Marks' cou:

and a retail store, Onewmﬂdbea '
fast-food outiet, he said;
the other wuuld be & :--szt-dovm
- ¢ e i e will meet Satu
wis incorrectly spelle 158 saig Be Wi mee r-
.wmm.'fg’s Ym!?&é ‘rlqe;: §.-. day with. representatives -of a
. a;uannrler regretsihemor. . g__fastfobdchamtoimahzealease
‘ , .3 . agreement: He noted-that he be-

 Marks nated that his: gran
‘fatier huilt g large store at th

; tion around 1870, That byil
.r_ml% w?t.tgte removed, Marks sai
f;w en resent building wa
@eg and ldased to th
‘_department store chain in 1955

I3

News and Courier article, February 16, 1978: Image courtesy of South Carolina Room, Charleston
County Public Library



By DAVE_ DOUBRA?A

R Re__, 175 A RS
nac. g /~_§ ~-
The former .T Gran s bml' 'g on’King an Calhoun

" streets has been bought for $32(l 090 accerdmg to the purchas-
L .er, state Sen. T. Bewey Wise.

- Wise said Tuesday he is still negntzatmg ieases thh several
_prospectwe tenants =~ a fast-food restaurant a “'sit-dovwn
" 'meal” restaurant and a retail’ outiet for Space m the
;- 27,000-squate-foot building,

... . He said he hopes “entensive mtermr and extermr renova-
-ftlon will ‘begin: within 30 days. -

- The building has been vacant sinice the: Grant cham went
,bankrupt more than two years ago. Backers of the. King Street
revitalization movement have looked to. renovation and use
of the structure as a possible shot in the arm for the dﬂwntown
husiness district.

- The building was purchased from Charleston author Robert
" ‘W. Marks and two of his cousins, = - -

Wise declined to name the prospect:ve tenants tmtll formal

leases are drawn up and signed, but he sald he was optnmstlc
hat arrangements would be: waorked out.’ 4

; “Everytlnng is. still on go and there 1s every reason to
elieve that things wil) develop as expected,” he said. “There

is tremendous interest in the bdmg We ;fust want to get aﬂ
ases squared awdy be- _

fore “we make any farmal
announcements,

A C?arrfecﬁan N

- o 2 Due to a reporter’s error
;gges’t; ;gg‘g ! it was incor:epctly stated in |
Toused fiot . { the Feb. 18 Entertainment |

it . j section that a film entitled |

" 8%The G&:ﬁdener’s Son” fea- §

§ tured a man r med‘Robert :

New and Courier article, March 11, 1978: Image courtesy of South Carolina
Room, Charleston County Public Library
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L.,  THURSDAY MOENING, SEPTEMRER 10, 1952

Dr. Marks, Inventor Of Mo
Brainchild, Author, Visiting

Yale And College
Of Charleston
Both ‘Fired’ Him
By MARJORIE CAMPEELL
News and Cm!“.‘_er Stafr Writke

How would you Iike 1o have ;
JJmoney-making machine? :
Dr. Robert W, Marks of New
York City, whe is realiy'a Charles-
tonian, has ome. Aud he invented |
it himself,
H doesn't make hard eold eash, |-
theugh, It answera questionz on
| quiz programs. Dr. Marks and his
Jbrainchild, the “logic computer,” |-
appeared on a ielevision quiz pro-
gram recently and - the machine
won 2 deep freeze, an eleciric mix.
er, itwo cases of dog fued and $160
in  cashi ' .
o r. Marks, who laughling-
1y told this reporter he had the
distinction of having been “fired"|
from both the College of Charleston
and Yale University, made up for
Iost time when he gol down to
-serions study,
He holds a B. A, an M. A, and
& doctor of philosophy degree fiom
the New School for Sociat Resegreh
n New ¥ork Cliy. Also among his
alma waters are Columbia Univer.
sity, where he studied Japanese,
and . the Serbonne, where be was
enrolled for three weeks,
NOT EVEN FREENCH
°1 raight add* Dr. Marks said,
“that =t the Eorbonne I learned
ahsolutely pothing, Including
French.”
Now teaching at the New School
a5 assistani to Dr, Horace N, Kgl-
len, hemd of the departmen: of
FPhilogephy in the Graduate Faculty |
of Social and Poiitical Science, Dr.
Marks iz anyihing but the playboy
Te appeared to be in the days be-
ore he decided that 2 formal edu-
vatlon. was the thing for him.
o Aside from thé development -of
the Sequental Logic Computer, Dr,
Marks hLag 1o his credit a numbezr] B
of other successful ventures fn the
field. of journalismy -
At 14, Robert Marks left Porter
and entered the College of Charles-
fon; He atiended the Collége for
three yeprs but at the end of his
jenior year he fgiled every sab-
ject, ’ : )
. *"They might not have fired me,”
he seid, “if I'd. passed ome stib-
ect, But I didn't, After the College
of ‘Charleston T-went to Yale and
they fived me there, too® .
- Thinking school just a bore, hai
'went to New York and kegan his - R

a : it viewing books| | l ] f New York City, former!
erié“mif’%ﬂfﬁﬁf’fnﬁ?he HOMECOMING FOR A NATIVE SON—Dr. Robert W, Marks of New Yo v

- i i in Chalmars Street on her flrst visit
Sahurday  Revi 1 Literature.] of Charleston, shows Mrs. Morks an interesting home in : _‘
! "aun;_ythe sai;leewﬁn?e he inveated| to “America’s Most Historic City.” (News and Caurier Staff Phote.) . E
ah . -instantaneous © rebording . ma- T things

’ ; int 2d, ¢ R Y
hine dmilar o the, tape’ TECarders fonponr as 2 dancer and later be- week here sightseeing and beingimented, “1 noticeenigne VU
se foday, - s ‘. came a professional photographerentertained. After an absenee of 315:mow that J"._t e the Liror. Now

“WORKED A% sIOA]

i designi This is|years, Dr, Marks obeerves thal “in 1033@{5.@1 That it
bem;;ﬁﬁ:?;ﬁf Cheaﬂm%%i'and sha}gmwing' Charleston . has lost‘. ngue J':_w-ap% E%“;;?tcg:f-:};stiﬁnﬁr ::hat h
‘doest’t ever wani lo leave,” sha's|of her charm” jis an

“It's furmy,” Dr. Maxks com-lznight he”

rhed at' the 'Chasleston Miiseum o charmed by its picturesqueness.
mﬁ Lam Bragg‘ At - -ﬁle W S St M A L T X A

News and Courier article, September 10, 1953: Image courtesy of South Carolina Room, Charleston
County Library




73

>rofessor !denhf:ed
Qs Au#hor Of B?ok

Yo and Courler hay me:‘:'ti-

iedﬂ:eauihorof“’rhe'l‘rm'_
fling of 3 Leaf,” an erofie sto- " gs

k2 with @ Charleston Yocale, as
obert W. Marks, a former

Zhaﬂestomm residing in

Jew. York Clty

Eiforts to,reach Mrks by -

elephenemﬂ'ew York to con-
irm’ {he identificafion have
arled. bt “The  News. and

Jourier: 1§ saiisfied that he is -
Tohn Colleton, listed ag the ai-

.l%o;'in ‘thie Pocket Bﬂdkelhhon_

tas written or edited” several
sther works ont such subjects
15 Marcuse, the philosopher of
he New Leﬂ mathemahcs

fents shows ‘First: hami lmuwl—
edge-of the community,”
Marks ‘comes of the family
wiuch owned M. Marks & Sons
iry “goods . store, Sormerly at
King and, Caalhuun Skroets, Ee

e Hp-in downtown:
bnanﬂattended?orteriﬂt-

ert B | ry County introduced an

L fie BA; MA and PRD de
~greps from the New School for
- Sorial’ Research. .

. Any additional 1,600 copies have
. heen, ordered “and
Bes . .pany. predicts a total sale of

; compu!;ers and
invented @ compiler it 1953
while workmg o his dociorate
“igsed Jogic symbols -
. Marks holds

Thix- Chagleston News Co.,

fributor “for - the hook,” 18-
ports the. fitgt 400 copies of-
“The Trembling: of 5 Leai”
available here have “s¢ld eut.

g com-

5,000 to 3,000 ' the territory
and amimd

par&gmth'lsmmdatefor

“Love Story” -and - - almost
850 for **fhe Godfzther”.

- and an instrument for making music “tactilely perceptive, to heighten

, The machine was good enough to be Bought by the Charleston Muse
i first music department in a museum. Under a special grant from the Tul

rirculated ameng rural schools.
. s various researches had convinced him that oriental and primitdve my

. was an unexplored field; deciding that he would get a monopaly here,

* instruments of Africa and Asia for the American Museum of Nataral |
_ tory in New York. The exchisive monopoly that he successfully buil

* ested in the field, so when the funds gave out, he became 2 freely
_writer.

. he wrote for such magazines as The Smurday Evewing Post, Read
| Diigest and Esquire and newspapers like the New York Times and Her
. Tribune, his enthusiasms were given greater diversity. This 7 indicated

The House reiected the

SEETEIMLY e Rm TR Ay

" Gbout the Quthor

The enthusiesms of Robert Magks have led him into strange byways
rescarch. His first love was music, and while a freshman at Yale he wr
a music columm for the college newspaper which drove him to the libc
to bone up on musical terms and scan scores before a concert. The n
year (1930), he invented one of the first instantaneous recording machi:

emmotional effect”

in South Carolina, and Marks was hired zlong with it to inaugurate

Rosenwald Fund, he arranged for exhibits with portable phonographs o

proposed and had accepted a project for collecting the music and musi

was so exclusive, Marks discovered, that he was the only one even in

Wirh articles on evervthing from frozen spermatozoa to movie stars wh

his hooks, too, ‘which range frofh A Guide 1o Music (1930) and Wi
(1935) to this present vplume' on Hlypnotism and a forthcoming one
The Anatomy of Chess,

Between magazine assignments, research trips and o schedule of omniferi
reading, he manages in his New York apartment to care for two coc
spaniels, grandchildren of the champion, My Own Brude. They ard
on the same day as the contract for this book, so this brother and sit
were rather anomalously wamed Prentice and Esll.

ille. endment, which he later amendmentonavmce vole, l %
. = A s
Tl tons, AR Q XU Broge (:.rud«)-- Macks, Euw,» %o
m;zwzzsmv At e 'E"&{??"‘“ s J\H‘C— ;{_ Q‘? ny @ E r
“'B ® o6
- SNCY
ys ery — u a O0K. ¢ .
g ac
] Fafp
MAS goed high style which resuits From the tutterfly Iakes ‘of gest the author {or author- Teady fo spin out another one § - &
r ge ]?r;;a gidthg ﬁﬂﬂg;:[r:gtg historic Berkeley Hail planta-  ess) had only a superfeial for us. % Qg*
#has alf vile sex thrillers fo hit the LOW 10 the greal mansions of imowledge of the city—such ]Fm%t oy Emmml‘l- E RN
into the paperbsck stands in many a East Battery, from Edisto Is- a5 themispe!lin g of the ;arispnfﬁz gg‘;m'&. § el
" y land beachhouses v every Gibhes Art Gallery, the locat- cluding Round O and French % :J\Eﬁ
ms; yr%aﬁ b'f‘h‘ie1 Trembling of a Leat”,  other part of the Lowcountey  ing of & certain restaueant ot Cow Crossing}. Formal deni’ 3 =o
s rgi ﬂ’e ’i }"d?”%unmm;b ngme;Baoks 15 - goes a band of recognizable mglaagtge ia‘hg" tha;1 On  als have come from the en-% HP *
] " N e Street where it ac-
twe ia‘{ni bound young blueblood just o tj pantingly eager for the tually is and fhe slight alter- gse wrgﬁ“ai i%-?:ing‘!)ﬂqoeui zgf; § 2 me
and lo- ot of prep schopl who is i1 Dext encounter. ing of certain local family  hovs one of whom said he : o
DL of b bl The vl s 0 sareblly e diort ven ow ooy s 5 %
un! v, au ¥, one that one can't help but Al of t -
id allow  despite her physical glories, be carious as to its Jauthor-  ate of e?us:;?g!t? 'El%if'mii-. ;;acl:ledh?gg‘}y aﬂghﬁon;:n;{h =
o, is a very hung-up gal who ship. eton” mus!  curious reader off Perhaps Pinckney Smythe-Smith, Mit o
1; clzy‘_s can be released frem her cerfainly be a pen name, a¢ i an attic on St Michael's zi de Valmont Bonnean and *
t;}l;,_ s good-ousewife, puremind-  alf the Colletons went hark % Alley or in a carriage heuse  the -ever-redoublable Zelotia -5
;pmr;zl-iu edlladiis-ch]]}b-leageri pose England long age! behind a dwelling on Tradd P. Frinkhausen B
\ppropri-  only When brutally iorced to There are a few flaws astn lurks the < I stary' —] 3
e in @  do so. Thus the tale. focel data which might sug- et a r;%?:t‘ 8 m oot what g

PR R ezszm“'ztu::a—ﬁm :"n*m.%rﬁanﬁm WA

RERRA e R e

fermed John Colfeton getung

Top Left: News and Courier article, May 5, 1971

Top Right: Back cover of R.W. Marks’ novel The Horizontal Hour

Bottom: News and Courier arcticle, April 29, 1971
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Chatleden, 5. €

- Ee's g Joumnalist, mathema-

Liian, Eiction writer, phologra-
" pher and philascpher all rodled

e aae,

Fe goes by 1he precdonvms
' Mark Askley, Tradd Cooper,
Jokn Charleston — end is re-
portad te be John Coliclom,
author el mevers] spicy novels
set [n Claresion — but he jx
knewn warldwide by his real
name. Robert W. Marks,

A borq 2ad bred Chariestoni-
an. Marke hss writien bookson
subjecls as diverse as Chinese
myusic, hyswotism, wines, ar
<hitect and inventor Buckmin-
ister Fuler, chesx,
psychoanalyeis and leftist phis
Tosegher Herbert Mar

As a fresJance jousmal r
{law 10 Paris Lo inlerview Au-
ey Heghurs, to Madrid o seo
Sophin Laran, He laught
seheol, was cditor of Gentry
azine, 3 kiod of magazine
stu leave on the table like
Forlure™, and picked up pho-
tagraphy ziong the wsy.

His cofleciion of paoto.
E5aphs. a gift ta the Carolia
ATl Assn., 15 a vivid display
docurmenting the 1930s to the
19635 by swch artists as Mar-
fare! BoutkesWhite, Alfred

Keheat f4

El

Yy, = A

%

2.8 SUNRBAY OCT, 19, 1975

By RAREN GREENE
‘Staff Reporter

Wacgee, Mokholw-
alhens. Fifly photo-
ifie Rolier! Marks
enllection will tre exhibited to-
duy ihrough Wov. 13 al e
Civbes Art Gailery.

Aarks begar Bis spirzlng
Ccarzer 55 g preeacious stedent
al Perler Mititary Academy,
extered e College of Crarles-
Lim al s age of 14, Tlunked
out, ar went Lo Yale Univeral-
¥ only to.be Ricked out there.
*'I wes aclually fired from the
Loliege of Charlesica and
Yale.™ =zys the proltfic writer,
smiling an aulic gria.

He stwdled at Calmntiz Uni-
versity and the Sorbenne and
later ook a bacheiors’, inas-
ters' and doctarate 2t the New
Seaeal fn' Suciad Researck in
New Yk,

Basically self-faupht, Marks
reaeves Lraditions! slagdroom
s largely lrrele-
vanl. “Whea [ went to the
Cullege of Charieston, thers
was ne premiuny on education
far edication,' ke tays.
“Going throegh collepe was
ot of the negessary rites of
pastage. You couid ca¥l your-
self a coltega graduale whetrar
@r nut Yo kiwew anvlhing

Eticgl
Nags
Rraphs

“‘Nobady can laach ary-
body," adds the author of more
than 20 “'leachyourseli-how'
books. “A &
anly show A person what ha
mate kim jump for jop
hopes that some of biS enthu-
siasm might ba conlagines "

Marks wrote his liest article,
“Electrifying 1he Incubaler™,
at the agte of lhand seldilloa
wapgazine ealled Practical
0%, [ was sy prosd,”” he
s, I tigrirodl BFe was so
casy, ANl I Pad to do was skt
dewn, write somethicg. some-
une would boy it and no prob-
lems."”

5o 2fler ki3 bout with acade-
miz and Yale, Maris btgan hig
£arser as a writer reviswing
boeks for The News and Cour-
ier, [ater The New York Times
2nd he Sakgrday Review of
Literature.

Around the sami time, he
invenlad an instantaneous re-
cording machine similar Lo lo-
dhar's tape recomers and nsod
the marhine {u inscgurate a
nusic deparlment ab the
Charleston Mussurs,

Always the philosopher,
Merks remirisces 2boul s
riuseun  esperments  in
Chariestan axd with the Musie-
um of Natural Hislary in New
York in the area of mushuls

-

.

“In 1hose days,” he recalls,
"I felt a3 muscum was the
Icgical place for anybady who
warted to stndy 5 special sul
jee. We're back le tae

ing twa v
murenn and refurned oD
York Lo become “invplved with
i Eebecame a

rew ide

Marks Versatile Aufhorf’h{“‘

teacher cam g

- W lice in o

Robert W. dlarks, alias Mark Ashfey, Tradd Caoper, Jafor Churleston ~
and repoeted to be Joha Colleton, authar of several spicy novels set in
Charlestnn — warks on a nesw fiction novel. i8tatf Phato by Karen Greone)

for journalistic purpozes, 1
have gone inte anotker,” says
ke author who retusited to
clestan dn 1978 “A writer

«n'”

i g
M Bas golng oh
nething else o
e

. he publishod
, " The Horizarka)

charm than fact.”

There are

e b thet werld o
Inr ke time
g Phewy thove 204-

I wations

74

RN
e

pasin

PROLIFIC WRIYER

ideas usually eight 1o 10 vears  you geb acceplance from any-
belore other praple discaver  thing, you're asked to repeat it
Fiera, and rep,eal the repetitior, ax
“Fre alwavs been an outs- ;fiﬂ;"i‘li‘i:‘? tension goes cat
der fighting lormy bellels.” he pring.
adds, A3 years PaJSSl!dJ 1hese 30 vou divide vour altention
sy reenel o AT o v o 3y e
P i meat, vou dilole all of your
o . We hive la teach
%, Marks s oucselees ' make 1hs most
wiorking on a conlract for o $frctive uwse of what limited
Aew hiriioe novel. “This is the  imaginalion we have. We nowd
hist ime in my lite 1 bave !0 maximize pur ow
reccived emermoys acvances  Gations, The question
for stuff cnseen.” h to ask ourselves i lin ]
about hix uenamen wor' mike the mos: of what we
Ereatbut en th ad.it's  Warl o do in the time we
a Hifiz errar ke

Above: News and
Courier article
October 19, 1973:
Image eourtesy of
South Carolina
Room, Charleston
County Pubiic
Library

-~ [ IATAS

C"!'_\Mf(;‘t['m :Paf“ & Cw.»iu_r

83.

Charlesfon author
R.W. Marks dies -

Hrieston writer-and

lician Robert W. Marks, best
known for his steamy erotic novels
written under the
Colleton, -fied Sunday at

The san-of the late Joseph and .

Left: Post and

Courier article,

TAthema Aungust 8, 1993:
Image courtesy of

psevdonym John South Carolina
thezgzof 1 Room, Charleston

County Public

and soon branched out into a wide
array of fields and topics.

Marks moved to editing, publishing
phy at New York's New-School of

Fannie C. Marks, Marks studied at
Porter Military Academy, the Col-
lege of Charleston ‘and Yale Uni-
versity. He started writing book
and other reviews for The News-
and Courier when he was still a
teen-ager, )

Marks moved to New York City
and began his career as 4 freelance
writer, mostly writing about artists
and the arts. He became Esquire's
automotive and airplane writer

From 2 tnagazine writing career,

and teaching — he taught phitoso-

Library

na.”

Cha

ton;

30D,

Social Research — and finally to
writing novels, ’
 Best remembered of the success-
ful writing career that spanned
nearly six decades are the Steamy
erotic novels based in 'Charleston
and signed under the name of John
Colleton. Among ‘them are “The -
Trembling of A Leaf,” “Barefoot on
JIN™ and “The Seduction of Marian-

Marks finally dropped tis pseud-
onyms when he moved back to

rleston in the 1970s.

Surviving are his wile, Alice Bar.
netle Marks of Charleston; a son,
John Francis Conroy IIF of Charles.
. a daughler, Elizabeth Conroy
. Aitchek of Atlanta: and one grand-

Lo R R ]
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Photographs

Image courtesy of South
Carolina Room, Charleston County
Public Library

Photo of Mrs. Isaac Marks from World
Exposition i

i
W%w :
DR

.

Photo and calling card of Mattie Elvira

Image courtesy of South

Carolina Historical Society

ignious

Se
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Courtesy of The Citadel Acchivés BMuzcm .-

Photo from the Citadel looking towards Calhoun, 145-147 Calhoun (they appear empty) are at the edge of
the photo (see arrow): Image courtesy of the Citadel Archives

Photo from the Citadel looking towards Calhoun Street, Marks Department Store is visible
on the right (see arrow): Image courtesy of the Citadel Archives




Miscellaneous Materials

Death card of Thomas Wallace: photo courtesy of Jessica Golebiowski, document
courtesy of South Carolina Room, Charleston County Public Library

Death card of Moses Marks: photo courtesy of Jessica Golebiowski, document courtesy of
South Carolina Room. Charleston County Publie Library
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Young Men's Hebrew Association ¢
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Blurb from 1895 City Directory listing Isaac Marks as officer of YMHA: Image
courtesy of 1895 City Directory

éﬂﬁ. ﬁlarks & ﬁmm
_i'_cm;arm 50

Letter explaining division of property among Marks sons: Image courtesy of R.W. Marks Papers,
Addlestone Library
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M.MARKS & SONS

CHARLESTON, . . . SOUTH CAROLINA

CATALOG NO. 12. FALL AND WINTER 1917-1918

GOODS OF
QUALITY |

GARMENTS,
FABRICS,
UNDERWEAR,
HOSIERY,
TOILET
ARTICLES,
BEDS AND
BEDDING,
FURNITURE,
NOTIONS,
HOLIDAY
GOODS,
LINENS, ETC..

WHOLESALE
| PRICES |
TO.YOU |

PREPA

EVENING DRESS

{Style X) An exquisite evening dress with all the ' : ALL CHARGES
charm thaétl gra%si at:}lld Iovliness é:an impart. O}fn dB]aﬁ ' AND
Net over Silver Cloth in a very dainty effect. ge : :
Black Satin and Black Ribben. Stylish to perfection, GUARANTEE

Sizes 16 to 38.
OUR WHOLESALE PRICE, ALL GOODS

- TO YOU s $16-50 ' WE SELL

Front cover of Marks Department Store Fall and Winter 1917-1018 catalog: Image courtesy of South Carolina
Historical Society
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA

THES AGREEMENT. Made this iSth dawy of July . TS
between dhehial, Je Ao larks ang Fawmle O, Ferks

PR i1 )

hereinafter styled the Landlord, and

hercinafter styled the Tenant, WIINESSET H:
THAT the said Landlord does hereby leass unto the said Tenant, and the said Tenant does hereby lease from the snid
street {(Lizst Iloor

 Landlesd, without artificial heat, light or water HCe 3T

to be used as 2 stove for fome Furalshings
TO HAVE AND TQ HOLD the premises above described for the term of One Tmar
said term to eommence on the £lrat day of ) 19 T .
" z
and to end on the trlrbyelivsh day FUTEYT 194 Y | at a rental of
Torse Hundred Fifhy {(8350.00) Dollarg por .._ont
“said rent to be paid in advance on the irat day of each and every month during the Yife of this

“lease by the Tenant to the duly suthorized Agent of the Landlord, MICHEL J. SHAHID 9 Society Sireet, Charleston, 8. C.

AND T¥ IS AGREED, That unless GiLTGY {30} 4279 notice in writing shall be given previons to the expiration of the
period herein specefied, by the Landlord te the Tenant, of the Landlord's desire to have possession of the premises, or Yke notice
to be given by the Tenant to the Landlord of the Tenant's intention to vacate the ptemise's alter suck expiration, then it is hereby
agreed that this lease will be considered as extended and binding from the termination of the period herein apecified in all jts provi-
siong ag a tenancy from month to month which may hc theveafter termionted on the Jast day of any ca]endar munth by nohce. of not
less thnn th)rty days given by either party, ’ ’ : e

ANDIT IS AGREEL, That neither the said premises or any part thereaf shall be mssw'ned, et or underlet; orused orpanmtted
"'to be used for any purpose other than the aboved mentioned.

AND IT IS AGREED, That the Tenantshall on demand reimburse the Landloxd for all breakage of glass and all other injuries
done duringthe Tenant's tenancy to the seid premises, or to any fixture or appurtenances, excepting such as are produced by accidental
fire or natural decay; and that the Tenant shall not make any alterations, additions or improvements on said premises without the
writien conseatof the Landlord, andall altexations, additions snd improvements madeupon the sald premises shall be the property of

- the Landlord and that the Tenant shall at the Tenant's expense, keep inrepair all gas, electric and heating fixtures, and also all plumb-
ing when d.umage as the result of [reezmg pipes orfixtures, or any neglect or carelessness of any person orpexsons on said premises.

AND IT IS AGREED, if default be made in the payment of rent at the time ahove specified, or if default ghall be made in

the performance of any of the provisions of agresments herein set forth, or if the Tenant shall becowme insclvent or vacate the said

' premises; thatthen the entire amount of rent that would accure for the unexpired term shall at once become due and payable to the

_Lﬂnd]orﬂ; and it shalt be lawful for the Landlord to terminate this Lease, and re-enter and forthwith reposess all and singnlar the

said premises without hindrance or prejudice to hie tight to distrain for all rent that may be due; but the collection by the Landlord

«of rent for the ehexpired term shall entitle the Tenant to all the Tenant's rights neder this Algreement durmg the penod forwhich the
rent may have been collected.

AND IT IS AGREED, That the Landlord shall have the right at the Landlord’s pleasure at reasonable hoi.;rs, to enter said
premises either in person or by the Landlord’s Agents, and nlso that the Tenant wilk be lisble for any demage suffered dharing the
‘leaged term by or to any person or property while on said premlaes, and also that the destructmn of the smrlprenmses by five shall

terminate this agreement.

N

A praper Tavatory &u‘
lrag A “\.83_1*%.1 Ly ke

Lease agreement for 374 King Street as Mescon’s Flooring: Image courtesy of RW. Marks
Papers, Addlestone Library
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Deed Book R28-672 conveying 24 Burns Lane from Knights of Columbus to Overland Palmetto Company:

Image courtesy of RMC Office, Charleston




Deed Book R28-672 conveying 24 Burns Lane from Knights of Columbus to Overland Palmetto
Company, red lines surround description of property: Image courtesy of RMC Office, Charleston
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ENGEL, JUDGE & MILLER
ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELLORS AT LAW
52 VANDERBILT AVENUE
MEW YORK, N. Y, 10017

g oEn
Jermery T8, 1871

We T Grank Oompeay
1441 Deoadwsy
Hew Yok, dew Toxk
To ra: 143-147 Jelbhoun Street
and 24-38 Baymg Lave
» 81081 f‘herldatmz; B So

e

Yo represent the swsers of thie g:mmz:y, e} w’hiczh ORE told 8 nmg
s Leshe doted laazm*& 3%, 1955, _

bdar slients “"ﬁ?@ %ew@a iufnmé z*.%mt 5 y@xﬁim f:»f the cood fa i bed
(Bkder sud will probebly roequive veplscewenk. ¥, Augustis Constenting,
Eie aM£tmt wivs prepaved the orizicel slans Ffor the bailding, fs
_Wﬁﬁi&ﬂting tha sit»mti@n &8 war EEspast end we sve maimng Eig

= -3 m&mé puer a i&ﬁg ;s»miw& mﬁ ;m ﬁ a mwirs; aﬁ @mm zoeds
_— magmm in gha z:mzf and estending roots m&%ﬁﬁm’b at lsast

" 8 ’Emﬂt fmtﬁzwf ghall wake ail Lwim arsel “’%iﬁ&{@ﬁmsﬁ
a-méa z&mmw &y its segligence...”

(. : aﬁé, t!sgwiwm pmibﬂi&y fw the mzmsim - r&;&leamt: _e-
e mﬁ TestS on o, _ '

_&i am aa we rwaiwa Mz, longtantine's rqam.t we shal'
with you furthay.  In the neontine we are weitiog ! <. o

o puk POu 9n notice of oug wisis wnd, second, to ie smow thet
L our eeking Mr. Constantize o lsok fnto t;M aimtm eim "zﬁt St

ostituke & welver of thet cledm. _ _

. ws gre siso informed thet the pariing ares aud ali&yw&f are oot in
: gmé ‘,m&itiw. Hea rem m o mamph 21 of the izase, which

Letter to W.T. Grant and Company concerning a faulty roof, January 28, 1971: Image courtesy of RW.

Marks Papers, Addlestone Library
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49 TRADD STREET
CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA
29401

Bovember 2, 1974
Dear Karen,

This 1s fto restate my cbjiection to the
cover of REPLFEHISHING JENNIFER.

21

The color is a drab monoitona; susgetineg a
French postcard. The girl is unatiracti

ctive,

Her breasts seg prematurely. She 1s srinning
like a high scheol idiet fresh from = marsh-
mellow roast and floundering in odds and ends
left over from a fzlvation Army rummage sale.
Heving nething better to do, she kisses a rose
~—as girls frequently 40 on calsnders for
plumbing supply houses,

&%_if this were not enough, we have presiding
ovef‘éng expendable fat boy reminiscing about

his &ays in a Broocklyn dental school,

“The cover is neither an eye-catcher nor an
invitation to erotic reverie. A1l in ail, it
strikes me as bad business as well a8 .bhad taste.

All Dbest,

Cordialliy,

Robert larks

Personal letter from R.W. Marks, November 2, 1974: Image courtesy of R.W. Marks Papers, Addlestone Library




85

Gowaty Mmngger
Gounty of Tharleston R
Siartem Sxrare
Clpaeleston, Sonth Qaroling
May 11, 1971

Dear Robert,

Since I usually feel called upon to comment on almost everything,
1 have a compulsion right now to write to you about your book. {(in case
you are wondering which one, it's the one with the botanical title)
The trouble is, I am darned if T know what to say.

For what it is worth, 1t has really rocked Charleston - it ghould
keep the cocktail parties going for at least a couple of months. I
must admit to you that while I heve not been your greatest booster, I
have not been a detractor. However, I have to own up to the fact that
when the man T work for here at the office acked if I had read the new
book about Charleston by "a fellow named Marks", I chickened out and
replied "what did you say was the name?”

Oh, just ome other little thing, and I want you to know, Robert,
that I am not asking for myself - I personally have no curiosity about
such matters — where did you learn about all of those things? If you
would care to enlighten me, I shall be glad to pass on the information.
It should get me lots of invitations around here.

Before I sign off, I want to make myself perfectly clear (with
apologies to Mr. Wixom)}, in spire of all the nasty, wagging tongues
around here, 1 am not the least bit infiluenced; you can count on me

as ever

Yur fren,

e

P. S. I hope you made lota of money onm the damm book and can afford to
retire and come down here and live. Uatil you can get settled I'11
even offer you and Hilde hotel accommodations with kitchen privileges.
Tt would be worth it - you might save me from the fate I now seem
deatined for — slow expiration from ennui.

Personal letter to R.W. Marks, May 11, 1971: Image courtesy of R.W. Marks Papers, Addlestone Library




&6

Colgmbiz dninersity

Hntheitpof HemPark -

OFFICE CF UNIVERSITY ADMISSIONS ' )

Tl
-
Toobry norogilot of 0o Loebnor vith w Disd of
FOOuD s Lt s Dulilae ol I wm
QAT U0 Ay Ihat lu viow of your o 1la wovhemeslcs
KY

DoGUL B oavo Sisutiooily oo va

stk oovod G2 Jolaeis d

R.W. Marks’ rejection letter from Columbia University, July 14, 1924: Image courtesy of R.W. Marks
Papers, Addlestone Library
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TO: Members of the Board of Architectural Review
Date: September 22, 1993

Re: Application No. 939-22-5, 372 King Street

Historic Charleston Foundation opposes the acrylic sign to be installed at
372 King Street at Marion Square. The Foundation's position is that a spot-
1it, wooden sign which is hung on the facade of the building is the only
appropriate alternative.

Regpectfully submitted,

Jongthan H. Poston
irgctor of Preservation Progxaxns

Post Office Box 1420 » Chadeston, South _Camlina 29402
11 Pulton Street # Charleston, South Carolina 20401 = (803) 7231623 « FAX {803} 571-2067

Letter from Historic Charleston Foundation to the Shops at Marion Square, September 22, 1993: Image
courtesy of Board of Architectural Review
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PRESERVATION .
®®® SOCIETY

oncanzepes . OF CHARLESTON
INCORPORATED 1923

POSITION STATEMENT
BOARD OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW
SEPTEMBER 13, 1995

372 King Street (Marion Square Mall) Application No. 959-13-10

The Preservation Society of Charleston appreciates the opportunity to speak bhefore
the Board of Architectural Review concerning Marion Square Mall at 372 King
Street. The Society’s Planning and Zoning Committee has reviewed this request for
preliminary approval for exterior alterations. The Society represents over 2,300
residents of Charlesion wke are concerned about the futnre of Charleston’s historic.
district.

The Society supports the applicant’s efforts to improve the Marion Sguare Mall,
We helieve the plans as proposed will result in an improvement to the appearance of
this highly visible, yet mon-contributing building. = We believe the proposed
treatment of the existing King and Calhoun Street facades, specifically the addition
" of cornice detailing and pilasters on the Cathoun Street facade will give this long
facade a greater sense of seale and rhythm, as present on individual storefront
facades along King and Calhoun Street. We are concerned about the proposed

" metat hooded window canopies along Calhoun Street. We believe a resiudy of
canvas awnings is appropriate, and would improve tlie overall appedrance of the
windows on the Calhoun Street facade

We would ask the Board to approve the exterior alterations as proposed for Marion' .
Square Mall, with restudy of the metal hooded window canopies as propused
Thank you for cons:dermg our position in this matter.

Contact:
John W. MefTert, Executive Director

Box 521, Charleston, South Carolina 28402
(803)722-4630/723-4381

Letter from the Preservation Society of Charleston concerning exterior alterations, September 13,
1995: Image courtesy of Board of Architectural Review




