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Woonnecting it with Edisto Ialand - Extensive, rice lands - canals,’ X
:-:loe‘ts. etc.i= Summer residerice ‘of overseer - Agricultural exp aiments =%
“Thr eshing pounding other millf -'large number of slaves « Their syatem
so0f management =< Theixr houses, hospitals, nurseries, etece =  Thelr
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'and*-otlcer 'bulldings - kind attenticn cf overseer. - O
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T Ediugsville, J’uly, 1844. ‘ _;\
Hessrs. Edltoi's - ; . *

I have ‘been spendzz‘:g a few weeks at this delig‘ntful snmmer

o .- .
R A

:'etrea.t enJoying the fresh a.nd aa].u‘bnous breeze of the ccean, a.nd
'."parta.klng of the generous a.nd k.tnd hospita.lity of the in.ha.bitanta. .
A, few days since through the politeness of & friend, I was ena.bled
to visit .Tehossee Is lfmd the plantation and. country seat or the .
ch. wllllam A:lken, of your City.: It i situated at the Southern

Twi we

..‘,"'pa.:-t of Edisto Islsnd with'wh?ch it is connected by & causeway. which -

;

'
Hr Aiken, scme years since, erected as a convenlence to himselr and

neighbors._ 'Ihis causeway was the work of no littlc lebor, and few

macada.mlzed streets of your city surpase it, in neatness or dura‘bility

-,

' of construction. ‘
‘ o had heard much of the extensive improvements Mr. Alken
ha-d. ma.de at Je.hossee gince his purchese of it = of his having recle.lm
its 1ands from an almost yalueless Savennah. I had: heard still mozxe

’1

| o: the very erfici ent police he had established in the managanent of

upwards of s‘cven hurdred slaves, at this plantation, of the moral,

"'-"re'ligious and rhysical well-'belng he had been the instrument of g8e=




ith Idisto Islami & ﬂ.ew of th e rice la.nd app Bars. me eg'g het'e A *E

g].ances ov er some tvzelve hundredl acreu, in one field, in state er

; hi.gheat cultiva.tion. _ '.I:o those ford of low lsnd scenery, “the picture
'15 one of unsurpasaed bea.uty. Through the Iuland passing orer a. "E
K T‘ course of upwards of four miles, 'the main canal is to ‘be geen, - eonnect.-

""_ing the wa.ters of the Pon Pon Tiv er. which flows around three si.dea .

of J'ehossee, and with Watts cut which separates it from Edisto Island

bt b

. _'.,f'-‘;v",': givee it an insular character. ’l‘he ca.na.I vhith is upwards of 4 miles

PRI §

in extent 22 ft. 'broad and 6 ft. deep, was cut by Mr., Alken at a - '
’“ Va'ery 1a.rge ecpense, f‘or the purpose of supplying his ﬁelds at all
o h'.”__;: times wzth pl ent:.ful 1rrigation. Th:ls was rendered necessary, rrom
the fact, thc t the river on oneside or the island, is at times sa.lt,

_", while it is neva' found =0 on the other. Intersecting the cu.na.l a.t

right a.ngles are oth e canals by which the fields are irriga.ted. The
"7 locks which preclude {or let'in the waters of the river) of which

they are seventeen are of the most approved construction the masonry

;nd.i'ce.ting ) :simplici*q' and durability which would please the eye of
the most fastidious architect.

On-"the'souﬂ-l side of Jehossee is the overseer's sumer
residence, situated on & high bluff or the river and commanding &

i ”distant view cf the ocae.n. '!he syot 1s considered quite healthful




"_',tation.

they a.re among the best cultivated 1n South Carolina. With t.‘ne ex-
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It 48 unnecessa.ry to say’ more of ‘the rice la.nds tha.n tha.t

ception of a fey acres they have all ‘been reclaimed thru lfr. Aikenn!

v

"industry and enterprise. Before his purchase of the .Eala.nd the 1ands \ :
were considered In a greal degree an 1rrecla.ima.ble Sa.va.nnah. '- Per‘-f ‘
haps 1n no porticn of the southern country can & larger’ body .or riée
land be seen in one field. OSome ides of the extent may be fomed.

when I tell you its area would cover all the space ujon which Charl es=-
ton i= buiit. I would here attexpt a. description of a scene whose

novel beauty so much plessed me at the time, but as most of you:r read=
eTrs &are ramiliar with such sights 1 shall not indulge the tanptatn.on.
While pa.ssing over the fields we were pointed to aevera.l upota in B
them, upon which Mr. Aiken had experimented with- va:ioua ma.nures, on
gome of these we could not help but resark the wonderful. improvement

the applicetion of calcarious manures had produced. From acldity .

some of these spots had been ramd ared entirely unproductive = Threy_

were now yielding abundantily. In the corn field, three hundred acres
of which are under culture, we were pomted to land, which, .2 few

years since, could scarcely produce seed, noOw yi élding 30 or 40 bushels

to the acre, which is an enoIrmous yleld for this part of the state.

Did space pamit, I am suze it Would be gratifying to the planter, to

e informed of the many agricultural e:xperimenta Er.‘!d.ken had success~

fully tested on this plan‘oati'on vut 1 must pass to o‘bj ets of more

. . .. X et [ oo R .
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‘pa.red ror ma.rket the crop 1: aent there in his ‘oﬁz:vesaels

Ca picture too hz.gily colored; dbut I feel confidence in thinking a.ny

la.id to 'be among the 'beat planned of a.mr 1n th.e

. .n:k*-’ S

uniting a system of production, of ma.nura.cture and 'transportatz.on

all under onehead. Upon- J‘ehoeaee t.here are'baﬁiaén aéven a.nd eig:t
hundred sla.ves. In the management of these Hr. A.ﬂcen le.rits the com-
mendation of every lover of hmniv. . A lesson rrem hia book would '

8o far to dissipate the idle notion which abolitioniats entertain

of the working of the sl&we system, and would prove highly profita.ble
to nan;y' of our own planters. I know what I write will be conaidered_

on e who will visit Jchossee will ﬁ.nd my ghades ..oc dull. e N
The habitations of ﬁns plantation preaent th e a.ppearanca
of a n'eat 1ittle village. ‘rhe Houses are of uniform size a.nd. oontain

four apartments each; with doublc fireplaces of brick. Attached.‘to

‘every house is a small garden and yard in front. The slaves are Toe

quired to culfivate their gardens - and in erery yard is a poultry
house, and other buildings. All the houses are kXept naatly white-
washed inside and out, and the strictest and most constant cleaniiness
is required on the part of the occupants.

On the plantation is a commodious and well arranged hos-

pital, to which every sick negro '-13, __éa.rri ed, and attended to during

his sickness. The building is suir);oi»ied with numerous rooms, each
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lmrs s ars:always fiﬁattendan ce and e;q

o 1au-ge hall for 1nn11dA, and the

"f.i.«-

i

g_‘;rorita'blegj_’_:etum or_ a.vlarger:— 1ncr as‘e in the angnented poyu].__ation'

' charge their 1a.'bor.

y l";‘: Thebeat kind of rood and clothing is given negroes, nor‘
A are they left aa on moat pla.ntationa to grind their own com, after
a. hard day's work in th efi.eld. Thia labor is don e for them by a.

steam ‘mill, erected for thepu:posa‘:orsthe place- a.nd their weekly "

LTyl

a.llowance 13 mea.su. el out to than,' in the best, and most whol esome

grist. This with ot‘ner articles of food, such as meat, potatoel, ,
etc. tm:r cook for t:xselves, it hav:.ng been found that the slava:s'
inﬁnitely pre*er th dr mode or cookary. Th e food of the children,
howe‘rer ia cooked for them by nurses "who attend them during the

absence. of the pa.r mts, at a oulldlng called the nursery. I never

saw a finer set of looking negroes anywhera.

L The great qu :s‘cion"wh eth er our slaves can be raligiously

:Lnstructed with benecfit to themselves _aﬂd advantage to their

cwners"" :-Lr Aiken has most succesnfully solved. On his plantation

"-'he haa a. nea.t chapel at wh:. ; _religious serrices arepe:rromed

aam-monthly 'by' a'mn.nis ter 'employed{ r‘or' the purpose. : E‘very sla;ve

Weiils

“ia” crmmelled +o attn-vi a.nd eac:z ia omllv 1ns’rruﬂ+ﬂr1 and catechized

‘of'his negroes, ‘and in their iner esed health, and ability to d.is-

1.&.“.‘ PR



inetruct:.on among hlS n @'o ee ma.ny of hJ.s fri end.s predicted his

A

hopes would never be rea.l:.zed. . They said his plan wauld only render

4 N .

.-o‘

the slavee greater roguee, 'ny giv:mg then reigion as a.- eloa.k to hide
'themr v:.llam.ee.{ 'I‘J.me has proved the fallacy of these predictione. :

I Imow not whether thie peculiar fa.ture of Hr. Aiken's. encouragement

. 5;found in a.ll the countr_r e.round any 'body of negroes more orderly,

'i‘j.fi'_well bnhaved or contented.- 'rhey look well, work well, and more

~—

'who visits the place.
Upon our visit to .Tehosaee, Hr. AiXen was abhsent at hie
.',_‘-‘sumer reen.d ence in Charlemton. This, however, did not preclude-

S . us, his overseer inviting us to visit the mansion or momestead. Thia

'_'fwe round a neat ‘and very comfortabla 'building, wi thout sny pr etension
‘-A'”o:r ahow. Comfort and utiiity. seemed cni efly consulted in the ar-

‘ "" ra.ngement of ev ery th aing a.reund'- and the visitor in glancing aroung,

iy

t once ree.lized. he 1e at tee‘lreelden‘ce of onewho has made renu'blica.n

i L




odors which came rrom the kitchen

tc regul a.‘te our ol;actory nerreé 'and tmpt our eager appetites:'-fbut.

11 { T v't\
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ti.ne a.nd.i tide wait zor no man,.and we were on our wa.y to Edrgmrille.

I m conscious Heasr 'Ed.itora, the sketch I ha.ve atf.empted

,.._ has 'been very imperf ectly pa:fo'rmed. "To have noticed with accura.cy. '3}?

evaw thing a.’c th:.s woll settled a.nd conducted rice pla.ntation 'O‘lld .

req;uire ay ar'a residenoe a.t J.t a.nd an entire volume of dascript:.on. ',:'_'
Wha.t I have attanpted however ma.y .tntina. ta to the pla.nter how nmch |
he may proﬁ. ta.‘bly and inte‘r estingly meet with by a visit to J’ehoaaee.
_:'frffAfter passlng throu,,h scme of the best cultiva.ted cotton Ia.nda a.ny- -

,whera, to be met with in 'ch.e world he will be able to see a3 a con-

trast a r:.cca pla.n uc1.u.:.0n- wh... ch, "o- e:ctent, excellent mana.gement,

!

5 a.nd productivmeaa, is not aurpaased. ‘by any other within the atate.

X

Let him who is a.*lxlous to en:}oy such s. privil ge feel no tear of

becoming o’otruswe. Hr ! the overseer, begs us to uw'

he will Ilways take pleasure in nresenta.ng to every gentleman who

via:.ta -Tehossee, the improvements ﬂr. Aiken's industry and mte:'-

priae hzve accomplish d.

In 1 eving J'ehossee we could. not but be struck with th.e

i :

importa.nt lesson of nolitical economy, Hr. Aiken's example ha.s !

'i ta.ught. us. Hla ha.s oeen th__ or’c. of patriotim. - He has notﬁ”fi |

talksd ot wna.t he could do or Ca.rolina‘ but haa done it. __ He ha.s not{\‘:-.-l-f""

‘as” too many ‘have rlvme, boasted“of hisg hea:r)t being in th'e state. -
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