HISTORIC CHARLESTON FOUNDATION
ANSONBOROUGH

! ANALYSIS .
March 1959 - March 1965

New Improvéd

. _ Dwellingss Living Units
REAL NSTATE STATEMENT . '
HCF HAS SOLD 17 ‘ 13
HCF HAS IN RENTAL ENDOWMENT (Improved or 5 9
Unimproved)

HCF HAS FOR SALE (2 under contract to purchase) 5
IMPROVED BY OWNERS ALREADY IN AREA IN 1959 8 6
PURCHASED & IMPROVED INDEPENDENT OF HCF 16 47
51 75

(5 buildings have been purchased and razed for area improvement and,
in all, HCF has processed 32 properties.)

- mm Em wm wm mm ewm W wn mw W

FINANCIAL STATEMENT

INVESTED BY HCF IN AREA $ 539,792.00

SPENT BY OWNERS IMPROVING PROPERTY BOUGHT FROM HCF 270,000,00

SPENT BY INDIVIDUALS INDEPENDENT OF, BUT ENCOURAGED 492 .000.00
BY HCF ’ *

EARMARKED TO BE SPENT FOR IMMEDIATE IMPROVEMENT 50,000.00

$1,351,792.00

RENTAL ENDOWMENT - INVESTED IN 3 RESTORED PROPERTIES $168,352,.00

INCOME - BEIWEEN 7 AND 8% - FROM 9 UNITS $ 12,000.00

WENTWORTH STREET - TMPROVEMENTS IN PAST TWO YEARS

SIX BUILDINGS BOUGHT BY HCF AS CATALYST FOR NEIGHBORHOOD
DEVELOPMENT - PRICE: $44,250,00

- 30LD BY HCF AS PRIVATE RESIDENCES FOR $ 48,000.00

IMPROVED BY OWNERS FOR A TOTAL OF 140,000.00
THREE OTHER HOUSES, BOUGHT & IMPROVED INDEPENDENTLY 30,000, 00
SPENT IN TWO BLOCKS OF WENTWORTH ST. IN LAST 2 YEARS $238,000,00

(No. 15 Wentworth is under contract to HCF and is for sale for
$15,000.00. Considerable interest in property.)
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MEMORANDUM: {From notes prepared by Bill McIntosh
not checked out by FRE)
March 1, 1972

Frances R. Edmunds .

Historie Charleston Foundation
51 Meeting Street “
Charleston, 5. C.

Ansonborough as identified in the Zoning Ordinance of 1966
and delineated on the Zoning Map as an 0ld and Historic District
contains 181 properties. Most of these properties are included
in a DR-1 Residential area - others are in sections zoned light
industrial, most along East Bay.

In the DR-1 Residential area within the 0ld and Historie
District of Ansomborough are 138 properties. Of these properties
only 16 are now considered "pot in satisfactory condition®,

3 of these are owned by Historic Charleston Foundation so are
secured. A breakdown of the current use is as follows:

1. Owner occupied - = = = = = = = « = = = = = = 7%

(50 of these are occupied by only one family
15 by the owner with one other apartment

14 by the owner with several apartments)

2, Income Producing Rental Properties = - « = - 37
(21 of these are in two apartments
16 of these are in more than two apartments)

3., Church or government owned = = = = = = = = = 12
{include Commissioner of Public Works building
and a parking lot owned by City as well as
ten church properties)

4., Commercial « = « = = = = = =@ =~ o = - - .

(A contractors office on Anson; Credit Bureau
on Hasell: A Lodge Hall on Society; a grocer
on Hasell)

5. Miscellaneous or unrestored and empty- - « = =~ 3

(75 Anson - 50 Laurens - 66 Hasell)




Street
scenes

Kathleen Grant (above,
left) and Margaret Miiner
use colored chalk as they
sketch out their view of
Ansonborough and the
surrounding areas on the
sidewalk on Wall Street’s
dead end. Meanwhile
around the corner, em-
pioyees from Devine’s
Moving and Storage Co.
‘help the Mcintosh family
at-66 -Anson St move
‘some furniture west ofthe .
Ashley as Karanh Estee. .
and Hayden Mclintosh
walk up..

Ansonborough marks anniversaries
Tplst

By CHARLES FRANCIS

Post-Courier Reporter

There are three celebrations under
way in Ansonborouigh: ; s

Residents have scheduled events to ob-
serve the birthday of the founder of the

neighborhood, Lord George Anson, who -

was born in May 1698 . :
They. are also ‘comparing and con-
trasting the neighborhood as it is-and as

it was in 1959 when the Historic Charles-

ton Foundation began the Ansonborough
Rehabilitation Project to restore the
houses, - S

And the Ansonberough Neighborhood
Association was founded 20 years ago.

Lord Anson was a British naval officer
for whom the six-block neighborhood is
named. It is said that Anson won the land
in a card game in’ 1725,

Each year members of the neighbor-
hood asseciation meet in June to cele-
brate his hirthday, which coincides with
their last meeting of the surmmer.

Ansonborough was one of the finest

1

1‘/?\,/ U{f," -."'/Jﬁ‘*’{""’"I

resideritial areas in antebellum Charles-
ton. It later bécame a slum. S
In 1959, the Historic Charleston Foun-

dation began it's Ansonborough:

Rehabilitation Project, which saw the
renovation of more than 160 pre-Civil
War houses. :
The area was chosen by the foundation
.as its first project, primarily because it
contains oneof Charleston’s richest con-
centrations of early architectire, said
Lawrence Walker, executive director of
" Historic Charleston Foundation, former
president of the Ansonborough Neighbor-
hood Association and a resident of
Laurens Street. ]
Houses in the area include the William
Rhett House at 54 Haselt St., which is the
oldest dwelling in the city; the James
Jervey House at 55 Laurens St.; the Rob-
ert Primerose House at 332 East Bay St.
and the Gadsden House at 329 East Bay
» 8t.
The foundation purchased homes in
the, neighborhood while others were
donated to the organization. Many of the

Staff Photo by Chartes Francis

homes were renovated by the foundation
and sold and some were sold by the foun-
dation for renovation. :

The project was financed with money
from individuals and other foundations.

Walker said the project was done with-
out any tax rehabiltation credits to the
homeowners.

The foundation didn’t have any prob-
lems finding buyers for the homes that
sold for $5,000 io $10,000.

Suzanne McIntosh, president of the An-
sonborough Neighborhood Association

1979-80, who lives at 66 Anson St., said .

the whole neighborhoed was in bad

shape, but the size and price of the,

building was too good to pass up.

Mrs. Mclntosh said the house she

bought had holes in the plaster, and a

tombstone in the living room. All the,

shutters were closed.

Anson Street also had the highest'

crime rate in the city, but the house was

Please see ANSON, Page Two

ANSON

from Page One v [ 9_5{ l %q

what she and her hushand wanted.
“Some of our friends thought we
were crazy for buying the house, but
my husband’s dream was to restore
a house and live in it,” she said.

“However, we didn’t envision the

neighborhood the way it is today.”

She thinks similar rehabilitation

projects could be done, but it would
depend on the neighborhood and the
size of the homes, Mrs. McIntosh
said. : ’
Walker said, “The high cost of real
estate would make the project more
difficult to do today, even with tax
credits. I don’t know if the founda-
tion would undertake such a project
today.”

The foundation is doing similar
projects on a smaller scale on the
city’s west and east sides, but it's for
low-income housing, he said:

“Homes we renovate on the city's
east and west sides are sold to peo-
ple who live there and people who

grew up there and want to move.

back to the area,” Walker said.
The Ansonborough project

brought the neighborhood back to

life, but it displaced fenants who
lived in the homes before they were
sold and renovated, Walker said.

" The Historic Charleston Founda-
tion is being careful not fo displace
residents in the city’s west and east
sides, he said. :

Mfts. William Prewitt, president
of the association 1984-85, who lives
at 33 Hasell St., said preserving the
residential integrity of the area has
always been the association’s pri-
mary goal. -

“We were the first organization to
recognize what developers were do-
ing to the pepinsula and 'we com-
plained about it loudly,” Mrs.
Prewitt said. “We fought to get busi-
nesses compatible with our neigh-

‘borhood and it has worked.”

Jerry Nuss, president of the
association 1975-76, who lives at 58
Anson St., said Ansonborough is
squeezed. between business areas on
East Bay and Meeting streets.-

The association is constantly
aware of development on the
neighborhood’s boundary, Nuss said.

Elitabeth Inabinet, president of
the association, who lives at 74 An-
son 5t., said, “We’re not trying to put
a wall around us, but we're trying to
maintain our quality of life.”

Ms. Inabinet said the association

Then and now: 48 Society St.

48 Society St. in Ansonsonborough, the former Kestler's Market,
as it looked before and after renovations that were made in 1964.

has worked with the city in many
endeavors, which include creating
residential parking districts.

The association also began
planting trees in the neighborhood
and organizing clean-up days befere

the city started .
Inabinet said.

Ms. Inabinet sai
stand why tourist:
borhood, but real
handle only a limi

SN EOE
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PROPERTIES FOR SALE BY HISTORIC CHARLESTON FOUNDATION

5 Alexander 3treet

Three story clapboard house built about 1810. This
property consists of the main house and a wooden out-building.

Dimensions - 45' on Alexander; 100' deep. Price - §10,000.
Note that Alexander Street is to be made a dead-end court.

There will be 4 houses including the two corner houses on it
so0 this would be quite a choice piece of property.

34 Anson Street

Three story brick house. To be sold as a single family
residence. The exterior has been completely restored.

Dimensions - 40' on Anson; 52' deep. Price - §15,000.

38 Anson Street

 .Vacant lot. Dimensions - 553' on Anson; 63'6" on northern
line; 53' on southern line; 54'6" on back line. Price - $7,000.

" 42 Anson Street

Dimensions - 31! x 46' -~ priced at #7,000.
Plans for the remodelling of this building are being

" prepared. Will sell as a single family house or to be
restored into two units. :

50 Anson Street

Dimensions - 31' on Anson; 46°' deep. Price - $7,000,

©

74 Anson Street

Two-and-a-half story clapboard building; built about 1312
by Michael Foucout. Recently moved from the auditorium area.
For sale as a single family residence.

Dimensions -~ 51' on Anson; 76'4" on south line; 43' on
east line. Asking price - $17,000. ' o




.75 Apnson Street

Large three stofj"frame house with a number of brick
out-buildings.

Dimensions - 230' x 80', Foundation has some §45,000
invested in this property. There is no asking price. We
should be interested in having offers and plans for the over-
all development of the property submitted to our committee.

I think the committee would sell the main house and scme land
separately from the rear portion.

78 Anson Street

Dimensions - 37' x 77' - asking price $28,000.
(Number 82 Anson, 56' x 97', is to be razed and the tall
brick house at 86 Anson moved down to its lot.)

289 Fast Bay Street

Vacant filling station -~ for sale for $30,000.
Dimensions - 103'53" on East Bay; 78'5" on Wentworth.

Would consider commercial use with design of building to
be approved by HCF.

5 George Street

Dimensions - 75' x 85'. Can be developed for apartments
with additiona to rear of house. For sale for $17,000.

45 Hasell Street

Large three story building with grocery store on first
flioor. :

Dimensions - 33'10" on Hasell Street; 114' on Anson Street.

Price - §15,000. Can be developed as single family residence.
Suggested plans available.

43 Laurens Street

Dimensions - 44.6' x 47.4"'. Asking price - $7,500.




45 Laurens Street , ’

Dimensions - 60' x 146'. Price - $15,000. To be developed
,as a single family house with one or two rental units in rear.

61 Laurens Street

Two story frame house built in 1795 by James Mackie.
Recently moved from the auditorium area.

Dimensions - 84'6" on Laurens; 61' on Anson; 59'4" on

the east line. Price - $17,000. Held for sale as single
family residence.

32 Society Street

Two-and-one~half story brick building'with upusually
large and well proportioned rooms# and.a large kitchen building.

Dimensions - 50' on Séciety; 114' deep. Price - $12,500.

Held for sale to be restored in no more than two units.
" Rough plans for the interior are in the Foundation's office.

59 Society Street

Dimensions — 40' x 100'. Asking price - $37,800.

Three story dwelling in five apartments.

22 Wentworth Street

Three story brick houses with common wall. For sale as
a single family residence. Both 22 and 24 Wentworth have a
pedestrian entrance én Wentworth Street and a driveway entrance
from Anson Street.

Dimensions - approximately 23' x 104' plus driveway entrance
from Anson Street. Price - $12,500.

24 Wentworth Street

Three story brick houses with common wall. For sale ds
a single family residence. Both 22 and 24 Wantworth have a
pedestrian entrance on Wentworth and a driveway entrance from
anson Street. '

Dimensions - approximately 31' x 94' plus driveway éntrance
from Anson Street. Price - $14,500.
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CTALLY SHELT

" PROGRESS REPORT ON ANSONBOROUGH

. The Foundatlon 1tsolf has bouﬂnt and processed 57 pieces of
_property, of which two are not in the Ansonborough area; of the others --
‘\\ e :
- THIRTY p# hoqolﬁ renovated and now. occupied as 1@51dences or 1n
S '.procoss of renovation.
34, 42, 50, 33, 60, 63, 66 71, 72 Anso
.32, 40, 42, 44, 55, 56, 66 5001ety
.8, 10 12 15, 18, 23 30 32 Wentworth
.‘45 48 61 Laurens
5 George° 5 Alexander 3 Malden Lane‘

i SIXﬁ.? - Renovated into apartments by the FOUHd&ulOn and held for
S rental income.
.18 apartments and 1 bu51ness -—- ali. rcnted

. 321, 328, 329, 332 East Bay.
39 b0c1ety, 44 Charloﬁte (two blocks north of area)

:ﬁgONEZ,'Lé“Currently belng restored as part of Rental hndowmenﬁ or
Ta cosrd for salees . o

-  i%;¥R; ,'82 Anson
“ﬂEﬁEﬁENf;fCurrently offered for sale ' -
L. .. 289, 311 East Bay 38, 24, 75 Anson; 43 Laurens
4D Hasell 13, 22, 24 Wentworth 7 George

- NINE - Cleared of.substandard buildings and combined with adjoining . -~
su v - properties to improve appearance, provide off-street parking
.-~ and open space -- or to be used to place perlod bulldlnﬂ

. moved from Auditorium area. . ‘

”-__56 64 73, 74, 76, 78 823 42 Laurens

o Providihg'to,date 57 restored living units, of which more than
50% are substantial owner-occupied single family dwellings. Others
are.prinqipally owner—occupied with one, or two, smaller rental units.

'  ,1V ADDITION

As a dlrect result of Foundation activity and 1nf1uence, 44

'ff,propertles have been acquired or renovated by prlvate home owners or _Z"
’-_1nvestors to prov1de 75 11v1nw unlts, _ :

1f‘FOR A GRAND TOTAL OF 101 PROBLRTIE& PRGVLDI\G 132 NLW QU&LI Y LIVlNG UVI

Hlstoric Charleston Foundatlon in the last ten years has Sﬁent
,-about_one million dollars to brlng this about. However, because this
is a Revolving I'und and properties-are resold and rented, much of this
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money has been recovered and used again and again.. A relatively
small working capital has brought this about.

But even more significant, in addition to the one million

fiistoric Charleston Foundation has invested in the area, individuals,
not including their purchase price from the Foundation, have invested
in property 1mprovement and purchase from private owners in excess of

two mllllon,

'FOR AHTOTAL-OF'THREE MILLION SPENT IN THIS:SIX_BLOCK:AREA.:-"




S S 6/5/69

In progress at this moment in Apsonborough is more than

ﬁﬁd@@OOO being spent only in property improvement. This wili_;-.ifi -

bring, in a wmatter of months, - -substantial new business and:
fiore than 20 new families into the area, 75% of whom will be
living in their own. owner-occupied Slngle family dwellings.,
Some houses selling at $10,000 or 312 000 W111 now becomeu'
40,000 to. 580 000 1nvestments. L

’F&ﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬂ

As follows:

Predve Bulldlngs Presently Belng Restored or Much Improved° :

321
12
28

44
49

50

48

66
55
S

36

.61

Bast Bay

Wentworth- _
Wentworth

Hasell
Haqell

Hasell -- St Johannes Parsonage-

Hasell =- St.
boc1ety g£p,;

Johannes Lutheran Churchjjf”

Society .

‘Society
Laurens.*f

1Y Rawen o
E Ni gwam_;,;_

N&ne Bulldlngs on Whlch Restoratlon Plans Are Nearlng Completlonff, 3
SRRERIRE R U and Should Begln bhortly_:_~

Society .

54 anson

. 42 Anson .

' 48 Anson’
. 50 Anson

- 37 HaSeil '"1 :.:
-5 Alexander L

5 George

.34 & 36 Eentworth _ Cathollc Convent to be bullt

,,Q,i JfFRE-?w April 1s, ;969;, §Q
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o IMROI}UCTI_ON 70 -ANSQNBORQUGH""T(){TR =

Ansonborough lles in a seven block area on the lower penxnsula of

_l;icharleston. The area was a portlon of a land grant made in 1769 to a Huguenot
.'Ltnamed Isaac Mazyck In 1626 -the 1and was acqulred by Captaln George Anson,

P the British commander of an antl-plracy patrol statloned in Charles ‘Town.
”'f Tradltlon rela tes that the Captaln won the land in a ‘game . of cards w1th Thomas

'ft'Gagsen the Klqgs 5 collector for the port HlStOrlc Charleston Foundatlon nOW t :

;;*de51gnates Ansonborough .as the area comprlsed of the . four h1stor1c suburbs -
i_,Ansonborcng Rhettsbury, Lauren s Lands and Gadsen s Lands., R '

: Ansonborough is an archltecturally 1nterest1ng dlstrlct._ Its northern
..!iboundaries include buildlngs from the late 18th and- early 19th century, most

__‘: evenly divided. between brick. and clapboard constructlon. The southern two- thlrds
Vﬁ;-;lS almost per1od plece. The Gteat Flre of 1838 devastated the area,_leav1ng -

T"only one 31gn1f1cant and a few accesory bulldlngs._ Block after block was

ff,compietely rebullt with brick ‘or brlck—stuccoed constructlon. Today there are
' 77t-more than 135 ante-bellum homes concentrated in this: area, and they elegantly

'?*satteSL to the fact ‘that Ansonborougb was’ one of the finest re51dent1al sections

3of that perlod By the 1940 8, However, 1arge areas had deterlorated 1nto slums
_' iIn 1959 Historic Charleston Foundatlon undertook the rehabllitatlon of
foseven blocks of thls area, noted for its concentratlon of perlod archltecture.
:fffThe Foundation 1n1t1ated this renabllltatlon through the nse of a revolv1ng fund
la revolutionary concept at the tlme in ‘the field of preservation, The success of

:sthls pilot project has caused it ‘to be adapted . by hlstorlc cities elsewhere. -

Approximately 110 houses have been purchased and resold nalf by the Foundatiom,

- half by prlvate investors 1nv1uenceo by the momentum i nelghborhood rEJUVlDaLlOH.

m't:The resutt has been the’ transformatlon of a dllapldated hlstorlc area into o

"aj”one of the lovellest re51dent1al nelghborhoods in the country

"Your walk1ng tour should take about two hOurs._-'




T ;'-fiaNSONBOROUGH TOUR i

:f'_style.'

Park.yOur car 'in the c1ty 1ot next to the Galllard Municrpal Andltorlum

- and walk to the corner of George and Anson Streets. The land obtalned for
' -the Auditorium was: covered with deterlorated bulldlngs, among them a few small
VI_ebut archltecturally 1nterest1ng homes. When this property was condemned '
ZUithe Fbundatlon acted as an 1ndependent contractor and relocated four houses- from
| ':'fthls area’to a block south in Ansonborough The skyllne reveals a remarkable -
18th century backdroP surroundlng this 20th century audltorlum. . The successful
'Juxtap051tlon of periods 1n one locale is an 1mportant example of preservatlon
:"defforts.' an example of harmony between the c1ty 5 past and her ambltlous entry

s 1nto ‘the future..- /#-nf‘<‘”

When y0u look to your rlght, you see the St. John s Reformed Eplscopal

47'3'Church bullt from 1848-1850 Tt is an- 1nterest1ng Gothlc Rev1val bulldlng
-f'To the south is a tall yellow house bUllt before 1800 whlch serves as a rectory'-

d3rof‘the church On the corner is an unusual parlsh house in the Vernacular Gothicr

Aheau of you on George Street to the rlght and left, you w1ll see -

"‘gdos. 8, 9 and 1l George three houses that were purchased and resold by. the

ﬂ.j-Foundatlon for restoratlon.

If you are partlcularly interested in arch1tecture we suggest you

:~f_:walk down George as far as 14 George. Currently utilized by the ¢ity as the
"~1fComm1531on of Public Works Offlce, it was bullt in 1797 as a private dwelling.

'Known ‘as the Middleton—Plnckney House, it is an excellent example of adaptlve

use. In thls process hlstorlcally or archltecturally outstanding bulldlngs,

' ctoo'grand in scale to permlt 51ng1e family 11v1ng in the-20th century, become _-
u;banks or offlce bulldlngs, and are thus preserved for future generatlons. This_
::fls tne ‘only hulldlng in Charleston remlnlscent of the Nathanlel Russell House

: o;at 51 Neetrng Street, headquarters of Hlstorlc Charleston FOundatlon. Although'
'lfif the Mlddleton-Plnckney House was built 12 yearls earller than the Rnssell House,_ L

lﬂthe 51lhouettes of the two are qulte 51m11ar.

Ahead of you and - across Meetlng Street is. the handsome Masonlc Temple,

_1870 one of ‘the few ernacular Gothlc bulldlngs constructed in Charleston L |

;“nafter the C1v11 War.:fglc:".




e Who then removated the interlors.,'”ﬂj,_fc--

31fwa1k backtdowniﬂeorge'andlturn riéhthﬁh_AQSoniStreet.l~fT

On the left at 82 Anson is the Miss Mary Smlth House hullt in 1799

S by a successful merchant for hls splnster daughter. A good example of the

¥o's lorge Ltk botlding

_'_Z:tradltlonal Charleston s1ng1e house, t#'orlglnally stood in the middle of the
:"'frpresent George Street. In 1964- -65, the c1ty cleared thls Jand for the eevscﬂlwﬂﬁﬂd
Zh;Audltorlum and the house was condemned The bulldlng had deterlorated into o
:htudreadful condition. - the maln house had been d1v1ded .into at 1east elght mlserahle
dwelling. unlts.. Porches were enclosed to prov1de baths and kltchens part1t10ns_-7
:'were everywhere._ The kitchen bulldlng was also d1v1ded 1nto several apartments,l N
o and along the south . property llne was, another brlck bulldlng w1th an 1ndeterm1nate
: LVZ_number of unlts. Rescued by the FOundatlon with the cooperatlon of the city, -
© the building was moved about 100 yards SOuth to its present location. The
'Tg}:western rear w1ng Was not sound enough to move and ‘was replaced by the present
o addition of approx1mately the same proportion._ It was ‘too costly and sufflclent
fhland wWas not avallable to move the kltchen building. The 1and where the house '
- now stands was 11ttered Wlth other. slum propert1es_~ a wooden. house covered '
E:ln red asbestos shlngles, aﬁ%Lstory corner grocery topped hy apartments - all
H} of whlch were purchased ana then razed by the Foundatlon._ The house stands
Vﬁifas the gate post of Ansonborough a def1n1t1ve beglnnlng and’ ‘end of this area'

";E:rehabllltatlon project.'

-On the right is 79 Anson, c. 1760 The pre—Revolutlonary dwelllng,
~Si

'tf'(In the Foundation's Ansonborough Rehabllltatlon area, the William Rhett House,
5: c. 1712 at 54 Hasell, is about 50 years older. However, it stands in what was
. originally known as Rhettsbury )} The house was purchased and restored as a

h-contractor s offlce in. 1956 _,nmarking.a ploneer reclamation effort in the -

:fednelghhorhood

:liTurn Left and walk almost to the end of Laurens Street.

on your rlght is “the James Mackle House, c. 1800. Thls and the

'”;wooden house ad;acent to- 1t at 74 Anson were moved by the Fbundatlon from

f,”the Audltorlum area, rehabllltated on the exterlorfand sold to prlvate owners,"f"

e

j:bullt by q§gﬁgt Legare is the oldest house in the original boundaries of Ansonborough._'3




57 Laurens Street is a flne exemple of the Greek Rev1a1 perlod built about e

1804 The house which has never been“paznted, 1s constructed of black cypress, '
.':t;a wood'almost 1mperv1ous to deterloratlon._ Take a moment to 1ook 1nto the 1ovelf
.tf?:gerden. A geOmetrlc patterned garden remarns from the 1850'5, end the present
h;owners have created a hortlculturlst s peradlse from many of our area s 1nd1genous o
““fffﬁlants and some experlmental hybrlds. o | ” : e H
| Beyond 57 Laurens,-w1th the exceptlon of.two unfortunate 20th century efforts _;'
on your left, you w1ll se a variety of late 18th end eerly 19th’ century homes. .

55 Laurens was built 1n 1818 by James Jay, preszdent of the State Bank of

:South Carollna It is a most 1mpre351ve bullding, especlally when v1ewed from

e acToss the street.' The 1nterlors are unusual the hlgh p01nt belng a splendid

-"“QRegeney—style stelrcase. 2
To your 1eft is Wall Street a Small cul—deasac whleh formerly extended

‘Wt hroug the Audltorlum area to Calhoun Street."

T 52 Laurens on the corner of Laurens end wall étreets, 1s.anothera“
.:fhbulldlng of ‘the. Greek Rev1val perlod hu11t around 1850 The famlly living here p
anbefore the restoratlon project hegan is stlll in re51dence' the conditlon of tn1s
ﬁ'_house 1mprovdng in correlatlon with the area s rehebllltatlon. p. N i

On your 1eft is 3 Wall Street, bullt c1rca 1800 with unusuel pr1m1t1ve_-

Adam—style woodwork l Wall Street is a restoratlon 1n progress;

";¢pro back,to Laurens Street end proceed to your left.; e
L o Across the street on yOur rlght is 53 Laurens, constructed shortly :
gﬂpafter 1800 and notehle for 1te excellent Woodwork The famlly 11v1ng here has

'ffbeen in re31dence for the better part of a century, sher1ng 1n the nelghborhood 5

ﬁ.,;lnltlel prosperlty, sufferlng through 1ts subsequent decllne dn the flrst quarter_

,Lof ‘this . century, and now part1c1pat1ng in 1ts recent rev1va1 “The ex1etence of

'3a few homes such as thlS, sturdlly malntalned by consclentloue re51dents,.h.l

ER

;;encOuraged the FOundatlon 's’ 1nvestment in Ansonborough.;rf*:“V




_ 51 Laurens Street, c. 1804 ‘was one of the most derellct hOus1ng unlts
;_the Foundatlon encountered w1th several famllles 11v1ng in extremely adverse _
. conditions. - Two distinct perlods are dlscernlble in thls house._ the two—story L

57frame portlon was bullt C. 1804 and the two—story brick portion in front

“r_bullt in the 1850'5.

50 Laurens, on your 1eft was built between 1795 and 18 .. A good example

T of a double house it's two-storled porches were 1n terrible condltlon when

.;j;purchased by the present owner. The roof of the upper. plazza was removed durlng

"restoretlon. ‘The beautlful fanllght above the front door was brought from

.:ﬁ-an_old home in New York. The steps and wrought 1ron fenclng are original.

49 Laurens the Willlam M. Monies House, e, 1804 This three-story frame
'dwelllng, one of Ansonborough's most 1nterest1ng examples of the Adamesque was

'Uexten51ve1y restored after its purchase from the Foundatlon. For many décades

:tﬁlthe bulldlng was .an apartment dwelllng. It stlll retalns its Adam plasterwork

in the front rooms of the flrst and second storles, as Well as” four flne

'}gf‘Adamesque mantels and orlglnal tw1n wrought iron balconles.

~0One of the Foundatlon s earllest purchases was 48 Laurens -on your left,
:bullt 1n 1816. Notice the very flne detailing of the cornice on the inside as

h;well as the out51de of the plazza. These plazzas were the re51dent s outside

'33{11v1ng rooms durlng the warm seasons, -and the. 19th century skyllne would have

u-fafrorded them a lovely view of the Cooper Rlver. "Built by Slmon Jude Chancognle,

";ﬁ the house has elaborate Adam decoratlon and carved marble mantels.

o ' There are several 1nterest1ng houses on’ Alexander Street, to yvour left.

" This street like Wall Street mentioned earller, formerly continued through the1
.:varea now occupled by the Mun1c1pal ‘Auditorium. '

-5 and 6 Alexander Street were built around71803 Both contain primitive

" Adam style woodwork, The bullder of 6 Alexander was a Shlp S carpenter, and

. most of the carvings are attributed to him.

As vou. Walk back toward Anson Street you w111 have a partlcularly handsome'f

"f]fv1ew of 75 Anson, the Joseph Legare House 1800.. ‘When this house was'

"frqpurchased by the Foundatlon there . were nine one—room furnlshed units in the

i front house. and 11 unlts in the back “with only a slngle water tap in the yard.

.;UFThe Foundatlon ‘held the" home for a number of years and sold it, with protectlve:

”7“-covenants 1n the deed and it was restored as a re51dent1a1 1nvestment.




The 1dea of protectlve covenants ‘was. basrc to the success o

fproject. The covenants guaranteed that 1nd1v1dua1 propertles would not be
iadversely altered in the restoratlon process, thereby 1nsur1ng broad-based
}protectlon for the entlre nelghborhood. These covenants became a part of every

'*,deed that passed through the Foundatlon s ausp1ce. There are three major

”*Hprov1s1ons. (1) no exterlor changes, addltlons or demolltlons were to be made -

. to the bulldlng w1thout the epproval of the Foundatlon' (2) the Foundatlon had f;

'the rlght to purchase hack property optloned for sale to 1nsure that there

hlwhlch the bulldlng could be d1v1ded was llmlted _ ‘These covenants run with the

'-lﬁ_deed for a perlod of 75 years. Thus, each subsequent owner must ablde w1th '

Tgithe covenants throughout his tenure as owner._ The use of protective covenants

fhas been adapted as-a major preservatlon tool 1n AULErous other programs in oo
;?thls country j. IR ”. f' : " e :
o The maln bulldlng at 75 Anson is a handsome res1dentlal un1t ‘Wlth an

'ﬁgapantment 1n the basement. There are four units in the long strlng of . kltchen

;and carrlage bulldlngs behlnd another good example of - adaptlve use, In 1838

“3ithe roofllne of the maln bulldlng had been raised and altered w1th a Greek Revlval
‘The Foundatlon s contract ;”'

~£parapet Wthh was out of proportlon to the hulldlng._

-1;of sale requlred that the owner restore the or1g1na1.18th century’ roofllne.

o On your rlght 71 Anson e 1806 is the Thomas Doughty House.' Thomas

_i?_Doughty bullt this house durlng bulldlﬁg boom that began in Charleston at the

ui{beglnnlng of the 19th century and contlnued until the War of 1812. .This was ther

_a?flrst house purchased by the Foundatlon which ‘was resold for prlvate restoration.
. When restored flve rundown apartments were incorporated into this one prlvate
V“re51dence. The house is north of the line of the devastatlng'fire of 1838 which

fidestroyed the southern portlon of Ansonborough Of partlcular 1nterest is the

B Dutch gable treatment on the entrannce plazza and the Belglum blocks used in -

che drlveway.

.land bullt by Henry and Edward Horlbeck,, Whose ancestors had bullt the Exchange '
fBulldlng 75 years earller.: It was utlllzed as a- parlsh of ease by Bishop Theodore
rDehon, a son-ln—law of Nathanlel Rnssell and whose famlly 11ved in the Rnssell
house from 1ts constructlon to 1870 Mrs._Dehon and Mrs. Russell were great

!benefactors of the church who had 1t constructed to prov1de a properly modest and

67 Anson St._Stephen s Eplscopal Church c. 1835 The church was des1gned”_f

f the Ansonborought-'gfl.»

zwould be no. 1napprop1rate future use and {3) the number of dwelllng units into -__ff

[




:1'pr1vate chapel for pregnant Eplscopal parlshloners.: In 1923 it became the =
fproperty of the Mbunt Moriah Unlted MEthodlst Church when it unlted w1th the--*'
"ﬁ‘f'Protestant Eplscopal Church Co R

As you contlnue walklng south, you pass from the portlon of Ansonborough '

. hfd'bullt in the late 18th and early 19th century unscathed by the fire of 1838

g and 1nto a period piece of the 1840'5 and 1850'5.. After the fire, re51dents

“ were ‘extremely cautlous in thelr rebulldlng, and 1ocal banks refused - to 1ssue o
-"1j?loans for any constructlon that was ‘not masonry. Gonsequently, ' SOuthern

':ff“ Ansonborough was rebullt w1th only brlck ot brlck—stuccoed buildings.

_ “0n your. left is 72 Ansomn, the Benjamln Simons Neufv111e House, built in

,“:'h 1846 during the Greek Revival period. When the Foundatlon purchased this

" house it had heen‘badly_dameged“hyhan interior.firerand was vacant. . The
'{rznowésnacdous garden end'piazza nahe“it difficult to believe the house suffered

f?, any misfortune Looklng into the drlveway across the roofllnes of the houses

'°aon Laurens Street, one 1s 1mpressed by the varled archltectural characterlstics

“\fof the nelghborhood _ : _
d' s Here on Anson and also on Soclety Street, just arOund the corner, you
'lrsee some of the flrst purchases of the Foundatlon' 63 66 72 and 71 Anson
H*-fiand 40, 42 and 44 Soc1ety. These seven houses were purchased through the newly -
:“h;ralsed revolvzng fund and chosen because of thelr prox1m1ty to one another,

':enabllng the Foundatlon to create a center core and build -out from it. ‘This

'”"Qwas considered essential to success in an area as destltute and dangerous as
'l'Ansonborough was in the late 1950's. o '
: 63 Anson, c. 1838 was llterally falllng down when purchased from the
thundatlon in 1963 ' Or;glnally_e brick-stucco outbuilding, it was rebuilt after
the fire of 1838, | o | A o
_ 66 Anson to your left, c. 1840. When the Foundation purchased thls
_house there was a 51nk of the flrst floor, a t011et on. the second and a tub on
'isthe thlrd The new OWNers began w1th b351c repelrs, such .as: rew1r1ng,“

."HJ,repalrlng the exterlor and porches, addlng central heat and plumblng. Afrer

*#these 1n1tlal changes, the house was restored room by room over a twelve—year perlod;ﬂf“

Cross Soc1ety Street and contlnue stralght down Anson.'
You will: return to Soclety trom Meetlng Street as you make your

.':V return to the Mhnlclpal Audltorlum

T L Yo i




s 60 Anson, c. 1351 the R. M Vennlng House.; For more than - century _ o
ifa small grocery called the “Egg Market" was located here. .When the, Foundation‘:i
tifpurchased the property 1n 1964 the store had been abandoned and ‘the rest of the
.t;pproperty had been d1v1ded into several apartments. A complete rehabil1tat10n '
'”fwas requlred and entalled remov1ng the plazzas and constructlng a courtyard

rbehlnd the open gate..

““..  Continue down Anson, then turn left on Wentworth Street.. |

As you turn 1eft onto Wentworth Street you w111 see the results of

the second pphese of the Foundatlon s area rehabllltatlon efforts in Ansonborough. 3

nﬁIn 1962 after hev1ng sold several of the 1n1t1a1 core of ‘seven houses, ‘the _
ftFoundatlon focused on this block of Wéntworth Street._ Many houses were vacant“'

Vt;the remalnlng were in varlous stages of dlsrepalr.. The Fbundatlon purchased nine

H.c;houses and began agaln the cycle of buylng, then selllng (w1th the restrlctlve

-icovenants) for restoratlon by prlvate c1tlzens. Today the entlre block has been -
“Jrestored The markers on ‘the bulldlngs 1ndlcate that ‘the homes were among the" P

z:pFoundatlon s transactlons.i'

© Onyour left, 22-24 Wemtworth, is a double temement built by Francis
fiQuinlan McHugh‘around:184l | When the Foundatlon clalmed thls house it had been h_

used as a plumber 8. warehouse for ‘the previous thlrty years, and was filled w1th :

' frusted unweildy debrls. When the Foundation arranged to have three garbage trucks

jhaul away the contents, more than 100 outmoded space heaters were lowered by

- ropes from the upper floor. The bulldlng was held for a number of years until:

Irlt was repurchased by sympathetlc ‘buyers, who converted the back yard into a
'?beautlful garden. . The’ two sides of the or1g1nal dwelllng‘unlts have been opened

~h§to form a spacloue 51ngle dwelllng.

18 Wentworth c. 1839 was aold w1th,the stlpulatlon that the front porch ~;

"T}added in the. 1880'5 - be removed _The contrast hetween #18, a completed restoratlon,

”‘qrﬂand its nelghbor #20 is an apt 1llustrat10n of the scope of the rev1tallzation h‘V“; S

-[aaccomplished 1n the nelghborhood
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,?i 10 Wentworth to your left, was built clrca 1856 and 15 51mllar

"srto the other houses hon the block all belng constructed after the Fire of 1833 i

On your rlght at the end of the block is #9 Wentworth Edward Winslow' s

“r-}itenement. It 1s ‘one un1t of a six unlt brlck tenement bullt c. 1841

fi*modelled after European "row houses ». of whlch there are many examples 1n Charleston,fh_ff

Thls block actually cons1sts of three groups of row houses.' Numbers r'ﬁ_:3; T

”__f22 and 24 cowprlse one 18 and 20 another, and 9 through 1 the third., _
' These un1ts probably were the result of speculatlve constructlon following the
;n*flre. In contrast are the free—standing slngle houses more often constructed ;“

: ‘by the bullders for thelr famllles. :

"fj_f’Return to Anson Street notlng the Foundatlon markers._:’

' \In essence Hlstorlc Charleston Foundatlon s revolv1ng find was the ' _
;seed money for the reclamation of the nelghborhood Turned over agaln and agaln,
' 3these funds have ultrmately been respons;ble for the purchase and resale of

?51xty bulldlngs.; A re51dent1a1 nelghborhood that is today one of the 1ov11est

in Amerlca has been recaptured from an area where there was no market at all,

'zii:Where no one 11ved who had a ch01ce. “As ‘the market began to flrm up from the o

L first few restoratlons more 1nd1v1duals invested in the communlty, thus

: beglnnlng a natural on-going process of revltallzatlon.]
.Turn'right_on Hasell Street
~0n the corner to ‘your rlght at 48 Hasell Street is St. Johannes Lutheran

':fChurch de51gned by E.B. Whlte 1n 18- ; The bulldlng s exterlor is

'if_Tuscan in de51gn, w1th mas51ve columns addlng dlgnlty to. the comparatlvely

”'-?fsmall structure._ The interior has gallerles w1th balustered fronts, remniscent R

“-5fof plazza ralllngs whlch rmpart a Charlestonlan touch The Rectory next .

'nfto the church and 52 Hasell Street Were all bullt ‘at approximately the same

1ft1me as were the bu11d1ngs across” the street.1g_;j=-'ﬂg-.*'-




50 B asell, c. 1843 Joel Sneth s house._ Notlce the elaborate flllgree o

L screen in cast 1ron at the entrance to the house, one of the most elaborate

examples of 1ron work in the nelghborhood This type of iron was orlglnallyf i'”

"forged in Phlladelphla and New_York for Shlment south, where it was w1de1y

used in the Gulf Coast c1t1es.' By 1840, ir was being manufactured in great S

"-quantlties in Charleston, in, fact one 1mportant factory was located off
='-.‘ji'__I»Jem:t»;'oz.-t'n Street. The craft of iron foundlng contlnued to flourlsh untll

: World War II u31ng the same patterns of a. prev1ous century. _'

Perhaps the most 1ntere5t1ng bulldlng on the block 54 Hasell is

“”the only survivor of the great flre. :
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" half the block.

'1ndlffel‘ence and neglec.t, SRR N

60 Hasell, e 1847 Thls small house has a handsome

U'°:Greek Rev1val portlco.' The tw1n towers on elther 51de of the house
”fifwere added in the’ 1860 s._ Note the cast iron decoratlons of flnlas R

o and acanthus 1eaves used in the columns and capitals._

58 Hasell, c. 1847 A photograph of thlS house taken after
the earthquake of 1886 shows the entire front plazza toppled into the

”'ﬁi'yagd. A Jlgsawauzzle of fluted: Ionlc columns, it was, carefully rebullt.

t‘by the owner.

Across the street and to your rlght 1s Maiden Lane, a small '

-cobblestone atreet whlch leads to a commerc1a1 area.,

L.fReturn tofAnson:Street_and'turn'righté'past'twojdoors,dﬁ

Pause to enjoy the plcturesque v1ew of the corner bulldlng on -

'i*zyour 1eft remlnlscent of Europe._ A studlo and art gallery are located 35
.illn tbe front of the bulldlng, you may wish to take a moment to browse

2 among the exhlblts.jhddd N

o dcross Anson'Street:aﬁd_tﬁrﬁfright'on'Hasellg”walking down about _LE

Charleston was developed from the south to the north 1n1t1a11y

" settllng on the th of the penlnsula and eXPandmg uI’W’é“?ds- C"n"'ersely’
“Hi?{.the deterloratlon of nelghborhoods seems to progress from the north to. 2
Taﬁfﬂfthe south : To stem.thls encroachlng dehabllltatlon Hlstorlc Charlestontd
Kzf;;Foundatlon has. dlrected 1ts efforts northwards, extendlng Out from the ﬂtﬁ

'“f?core of the hlstorlc dlstrlct and reclalmlng further areas lost to




42 Hasell followed by a remarkable row of houses almost

.tldentlcal An shape and 81ze agaln the result of speculatlve bulldlng

“'ufollow1ng the fire of 1838._5

% Return to Anson Street, turn right an&'oontinue'toward Wentworth Street. ™ .° -

,:- \

“This block of Anson'comprised one of the'uorst s1umseof the area
”".-before'the attempts at'renéwal The oondltlon of many of the hOuses was
: ;'so derelict that’ restoratlon was questlonable.

42 Anson on your rlght is a strlklng example of uew constructlon

3oj3uxtaposed between dwelllngs bullt a century earller._ Constructed in 1973

.':[ the de31gn and scale of the house and garden were. carefully desrgned to

ocomplement its older ne1ghbors.lm f~rf

46 and 50 Anson _1845 are renovatlons. e

- Turn left on Wentworth Street

_ On your rlght you will see a -group of three small houses very much
alike, built shortly after the 1838 flre. On the opp031te side of the street
are another trio of homes of the same period (31 33 and 35 Wehtworth)

On yOur right is St. Katharlne s Covenant, headquarters of ‘the order_

of Oblate Slsters of Providence. ;' Bullt in L .o, vits de31gn

"'was a result of careful planning and cooperatlon on the part of the Cathollc

"fChurch the eity’ s Board of Archltectnral Rev1ew, and Historlc Charleston ﬁ'ﬁ”

h7Foundat10n. Agaln the goal was to mslntaln a. harmonlc blendlng of the e

”*Ef”old and new.

F Next door, to ‘your rlght is the Wllliam C McElheran house. _
Au_The-market on the house will: explaro 1ts hlstory., The bulldlng was scheduledoh“:
75:to be. demollshed by St Andrews Lutheran Church to make way for a larger -

"ffhxparklng lot however, the strenuous efforts of the ﬁnsonborough Nelghborhood i

Assoc1atlon and the Foundatlon persuaded the Church to retaln the bullding




: Hl;ias there was llttle more than a. ShLll of foar walls remalnlng when he:i7 };'

B ﬂlThe owner faced an eno'mous task in hls efforts to save the buldlng,-':

-

*;ﬁ-purchased the house.' o -,’j~33_h'j”{rﬂ k o fi"'.?f~

o '-1 On your reft is St. Andrews Lutheran Church bullt in 1853 '
'fJOne surmlses that Ansonborough at that time was heav11y populated by
':jGerman famllles, as there were two Lutheran churches (St Johannes on

':eiﬁasell street belng the other). erected 1n the same perlod w1th thelr“f

B back property lines almost - touchlng. i

' Continue down Wentworth and Turn Right on MEeting;Street;_lj

On your rlght you w1ll see one of seven flre statlons bullt in

':1;Charleston around 1887 after the c1ty had garnlshed Wlndfall taxes from '_

"iﬁTthe development of phosphate mlnlng, begun shortly after the Clv11 War.

rfThe gazebo of Charleston—made 1ronwork was erected at the same tlme,
i“:and harbors one ‘of Charleston's ever-flow1ng artesian wells._ Try a drxnk
~3;of tnls erystal—clear water which. eprlnas from a- 1ayer of underground L

~fstreams tnat Tun under the city.: . There are several of these wells downtown -

':f'one in the old mnseum park on Rutledge Avenue and - -one in Marion . Square on .

'73.Ca1houn Street. Sotie determined old Charlestonlans refuse to use any

‘. other drinking water. However, if you are not a determlned old Charlestonlan

o you mlgnt flnd the sulphur content of thlS water a b1t dlsconcertlng

For a dlStreSSlng gllmpse of a failure in adaptive use, look across
_._the street at the hulldlng now called the "Coffee Cup . fhls was once a

' r_handsome 18th century re51dence,'

Although the problems of tne frlnges of Ansonborough have not- all
‘:?been solved there have been notable 1mprovements.‘ .One example,_at
':1?266 MEetlng Street on yOur rlght, is a recent renovatlon of a deplorable
7_;hote1 Wlth a notorious reputatlon._ It is now,an office bu;lding, with

'[”rmdern apartments above. ,The preeent,owners have been among the pioneers




”Tilln this technlque of rev1tallzat10n, in Whlch commeremal offlces are:;'””

_?ilocated on the ground level of old bulldings w1th modern re31dences above.

. This approach to restoratlon is-. expected to solve many chronlc 1nner-c1ty

:u_'problems creatlng an actlve nelghborhood with retall and re51dent1al

"pedestrlan trafflc by day and nlght thereby 3551st1ng 1n the reductlon
'of crime. Meetlng Street is one part of the King Street Rev1ta11zatlon.£:
%ProJect e civie effort to restore the downtown commer1ca1 center.=;Aﬁ
'igreat.renalssance ‘of this area is ant1c1pated in the futere.l' .
'z_LWalk1to.the eorner'of‘Soeiet&'étreete.

On.yourlleft across.the street.at 275 MEetlng, 1s Trlnlty MEthodlst
aIChurch,-buxlt 1n.1848—50_by.erehltect_E.'C. Jones.' The exterlor of thls
'ﬂ ghureh-has been eompared_to that.of.the Church of.the ﬂadeleioe in_?aris.
'1;Thetwiodows,iendoubtedly'iﬁsisted opoe'by:the-Cherehds_ﬁenefaetors,.ﬁust
f?-#évé;beenean embarassmeet{to}thedﬁeticolous Jooes; Who_endeavored:to.aehieye"

".'. a consistent Neo-classic design, .. v

Tﬁrﬁ‘right.on Societdetreet-
When the Fouqdatlon eegan 1ts work Soc1ety Street was llned entlrely
:w1th derellct bulldlngs. On the perlphery of the area, spec1f1celly the -
'eFeetlng Street and East Bay Street corners, one is afforded an overall
7€tv1ew~or preservatlon 1n 1ts varying stages - buildlngs 1n advanced stateslt.
of deterloratlon stand adjacent to bu11d1ngs that have been reseored to

falmost perfect condltlon!_pr;;y

3Ij;ﬁContinue walking down :Society towards Apson,ﬂ];”u




0f partlcular 1nte“est is, the large bullding‘Wlth a portlco

-ﬁ‘?r03ect1ng out to the 51dewalk on your rlght. Thls 1s tﬁe old hlgh sohool
'_febu1ld1ng, bullt in 1840 by the renowned archltect E B. Whlte Who also
"ljde51gned St. Phlllp 5 steeple. The,columns orlglnally had elaborate Corlnthian '

t&capltals, 1mported from Massachusetts.; Apparently the comhlnatlon of the

'ﬂ;?Messachusetts terra cotta and the South Carollna cllmate was 1ncompat1ble;‘}_i_.;::-
 7: for the’ capltals dlslntegrated end were replaced by an 1ncomprehen51ble f::“ |
"":substltute. - | o | |

Thls bulldlng was sold by the Foundation to an.owner who oade the
iilbulldlng weathertlght bUL who has not yet fulfllled his obllgatlon to

restore the property

“3# _; 56 and 58 Soclety, o 1835-1840 are WO of the more 1mpressive homes

bullt after the flre No. 56 has two 1arge rooms on each of 1ts three

"floors and 1s an excellent example of the Charleston smngle house. The

Foundatlon bought ‘this house 1n.1956 restored for $14 000. In 1979 the
. house next - door (58 Soc1ety), of comparable 51ze, was sold - unrestored -
for $100 000 ThlS huge increase 1n market value 1s an ‘apt . 1llustratloo ]
of the success "of the Ansonborough restoratlon and the de51rab111ty of the

nelghborhood.

-antinue down Soclety towaros Anson Street

On your rlght you- w1ll see a 1arge bulldlng palnted belge orlglnally

"fpart of a convent whlch fronted on. Wentworth Street. The Cathollc Church -

ftsold thls part of the Dulldlng and it 1s belng restored as a prxvate : j;_njﬂ':

"re51dence.
The bulldlng on the corner on your rlght is one. of the few in 1'f;

5;Ansonborough that has not been resold or 91gn1f1eant1y 1mproved sxnce

he project began.:s f f"
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The bulldrng on the northwest corner of Anson and Soc1ety was a former""
grocery store now converted to a bus1ness on the ground floor, w1th

- apartments above.:--' '

:Cross:Apson'T_'
On your left is 46 Soclety, the Jonah M. Vennlng House. This house,z

1ike most of the others on the block was bullt c. 1840 and is another

example of the b351c single house plan. It has been in the same famlly 51nce_

‘_1ts constructlou and has been well cared for. ‘Prior to restoratlonlln 1970

3however, it was in rather rugged condltlon' the only bathroom,was on the -

K

upstalrs piazza, maklng 1t necessary to walk out onto the plazza 1n‘order
.‘to use the faCllchES1 ' The bulldlng in the yard contalned several.small
'.;epartments for. servants, and the unrestored brlck bulldlng Was used as. a.sweet .
:shopt. :' | | .
44 42 and 40 Soclety Street. These three houses were among the f1rst
,eeveu "core" houses purchased by the Foundation. Nos. 42 and 44 were completely
.restored by the FOundatiou in an effort*to'demonstrete the potential of
 the areaw. | | |
44 Society,'c,.18§0, -When purchased hy:the Foundation the'roof was in
._dilauidated condition, _the‘floors Were;uusefe for.walking upon,:andfall_the
5w1ndows ‘were knocked out;:.Thethouse is'a.good erample of the trsusformation
eof.. hlStDrlC out‘deterlorated re31dence into a. dellghtful hiome sultable for

'5ﬁwdern'living.

42 Soclety,_c. 1854.. Notlce the 1ove1y garden here and the view of the S

_fhandsome Jemes Jervey house on Laurens Street in the background. When L

:]rpurchased by the current owners, the back yard was st111 a coal plle.:



:35 and 37 Soc1ety Street Lon your rlght, had been d1v1ded 1ntoVr
';soertments long since vacated because of thelr neglected condition. tThet.
bnileing.was.restoree and a succe551on.of owners have 1mnroved the apartnents.
| On your rlght are a pamr of houses Whlch were bu11t in the latter e
gpart of the 19th century. | | ‘ - | “
0-32'Soc;ety Street on your left wes a boardlng house in the early .
f,ZOth century. Before 1t was purchased by the Foundatlon,llt Was not uneommoni ff
'to see’ 11ebr1ated 1nd1v1duels dreped on the front steps and plazzas. The

ffcurrent owners are pioneers in the rehabilltetion of this eastern boundary

L of the Foundatlon s progect.

fern left oanest;Bay Street'and_weik;teek:toyard.tne.Aﬁditoriun.
As'yOu-stroll YDu;will'see a”grOun ofzhendseneIISth century honses that ere'
kS the last remnants of an avenue of houses that 11ned East Bay from Amherst
:;.Street ‘down to the Battery. The Cooper Rlver is, to- your rlght.- The property f' 
'eon that sxde of East Bay 1s.zoned commerlcal and 1ndustrial these -are .
: T;the-marshland yards of the Stete Ports Authorlty._ When these’ large homes.
:swere Dullt, of course, -there was nothlng but-marsh between them and the rlver.
" Today the condltlons are-quite dlfferent, and 1t'1s astestament to the
: _de51reb111ty of the homes themselves that their owners are qnlte W1111ng )
- to aocept the trafflc and noise essoc1ated w1th thlS locatlon in rorder  .
o to lrve in these flne perlod bulldlngs;f . .
301 East Bay, c. 1816, possesses one of the most beautlful 1nterlors
3r 1n the. c1ty,_w1th extravagent and 1ntr1cate woodwork in all the rooms. Note

';Qpertleularly the "cheveaux de frlse" 1ronwork on the corner of the plazzas'f

':ﬂ:and the . detall of the doorway.. The house is partlcularly 1nterest1ng beceuse"xﬁ'.

*glt is a-mlcrocosm of tne evolutionery manner of restoratlon._ At one txme a_ e¥ﬁ-

flne manS1on 1t deterlorated 1nto a slum, then epertments, then slums once's,sﬂ_ '
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again, and now it has been converted into studio apartments for local

.
.

college students. It is expected that the house will soon be restored

to the level of grandeur of the other homes you see here on East Bay.

Néxt, on your left, is a house built about the same time, dreadfully
abused, with its side panels filled ‘in to make multiple aparfments._

Many of the now-restored houses had their piazzaé closed in for this
reason prior to restoration.'

As- you approacn George Street, note two small houses near the
‘corner. Purchased and resto&ed on the exterlor by tbe Foundation, the
Eousés have been reéstored on the interior by their current owners. The
corner house is an 18th century building that was moved frém the Auditorium
area. The house originally had pia;zas facing south. _In order to
accommodate its new location, the hoﬁse had to be turned around and a
new eést facade was built for it, since that had originally been the baék

of the house,.

B -Cross Laurens Street
311 East Bay, the Stephen Shrewsbury House, built in.lSOQ, was
bought and resold by the Foundation and représenté.one of thé-mosﬁ ambitious
restorations in the Ansomborough area. The house ﬁas been converted Ey |
. its owner into a business office and residence,__and'its interibrs are of

outstanding-quality."




Beyond 317 East Bay - énother signifiéaﬁt houselthat we
expect to Be‘éoon rehabilitatéd‘— you come to a group of four buildings
purchased by the Foundation as part of a rental endowment which ﬁas
established for large prcpe:ties that were simply out of the economic context
of the area. 'They were restored ana leased to recover some of the cost of
pu:chase. |
| Acréss George Street at 32i_East Bay, the William Blake house, c. 1789,
has been beautifully restored and is currently utiiized as leased office
space. |

On your right'are 328 East Bgy, the Andrew'befett House, and 332 East
Béy, the Primerosg House..both'restored-and-now part of the Foundation's
rental éndowmeﬁt., |

329 East Bay, the Gadsden House, c. 1800. This handéoﬁe brick hoqse
is a fine architecturzl peribd piece, embellished with marble quoiﬁs,
windowsills and keystones, The house suffered'a_lbng period of i1l use and
neglect until restored by the Foundation in 1959.' This spearheaded the |
rehabiliitation of Ansonborough, and it was the first house to be restored
on East Bay Street.

Turn around and walk back to George Street.. As .you look morth to Calhoun
‘Street, you can visuslize the site of the most_recent reclamapion area
of the FOuﬁdation, Wraggboroﬁgh and Radcliffeborough, beyond Calhoun.
‘This is an extension of the northerly diréctioﬁ of preservétion efforts in

Charleston.

- Your parking lot is ahead of you.




50 Laurens - was huilt between 1795 and .

48 Hasell, St. Johannes Luthern Church, designed by E.B. Whité

in .

54 Hasell - only sﬁrvivor of fire of 1838. Built in 1812 it

is considered the oldest dwelling house in Charleéton.

It was the home of Colonel William Rhett, vice-admiral of the’
prqvince and famous for his capture of Stede Bonnet during

the early 1700's. 77? _ . . _
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