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F'IN"ÀN C Ï.f, L i51åf EB{EI{T

INVESTÐ BY T{CF TN ARF.Å

SPÐ\IT BY OWI{ERS II4PROVTNG PROPERTY tsOUG¡IT FROM HCF

sPÐ¡{T EY INDMDüALS INDEPEI{DEbIT OF, BUT ENCOIR.ÀGED
BY I{CF

ÐARMARKÐD 10 tsE SPÐl\lT FOR ïì,í¡I{EDL,ATE IMPROV$iU'{T

s 5õ9r792.OO
27Or0OO"0O

492rOO0.OO

so.ooo.oo
slr35rr792.0O

It{ew Inprovéd

REAL ôSîATE STÁTEÞ{ENT

IiCF ITA,S SOLÐ

HCF HÀS IN RM¡TAT, Eiì¡ÐO}TMÐ¡JT ( IMPTOVEd Or
Uninproved)

I¡gF IIÀS FOlt SALE ( 2 untler contract to purchas e )
IMPROVÐ BY OWNERS .ALRE.AÐY TN ARSA IN 1959
PI'RCIIÀSff) & TMPROVFO T¡IDEPEI{DEXIÍI OF frCF'

(S buitaings have been purchased and razed for area improvement and,
in all, ItrCF has processed 32 propertÍes.)

RESAÏ,__END01ñI!dÐNT - IN1¡ÐSTÐD Iiìü 3 RÐSTORBÐ PROPERTTES

INCOMÐ - BÐÍIIIEEN 7 ,AND 8% - FROM 9 UNTîS
$168,352" OO

fi t2rooo.oo

1'{IÐNÍ'1{ORîH SÎREET . IMPROVED{BNTS IN PAST X'IfO YÐARS

SIX BUILDINGS BOUGHT BY I{CF.'AS C¿,ÎAI,YST FOR NEIGIIBORHOOD
ÐEVELOPI,ÍENT - PRICE: $44r25O.0O

SOLD BY ÍICF AS PRIVåTE RÐSIDENCES FOR.

IMPROVEÐ BY OV/NERS FOR .A.. TOTÀL OF

TIIREE OTIIreR EOUSES, BOUGFTT & IMPROVÐD INDÞPEI{ÐUIITLY

SPE¡¡Î IN TWO tsLOCKS OF 1ryEI$MIôRTH ST. I¡{ LAST 2 YEARS

$i 48r0OO"OO

14O,00O.0O
50,Qq9.!q

s238, OOO. OO

(l{o. I5 ll¡entworth is under contract to I{CF and is for sale for
$I5rOOO.OO. Considerable interest in property.)
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fr4ÐhlORANÐUht r (From notes pnepar"ed hy EifI MeÏntosh
not eheeked ot¡t hy FItË)

March l, L972

Franees R. Edmunds
ftr:istoråe Chanleston Foumdation
5I Meeting St,reet
Charlestomo S. C.

Ansonborough as i-dentified í¡¡ the Zoning ot"då¡latree of L966
and deLi.neated on Ètre ,Soning Map as an Otr-d and His*onie Ðíst¡'i-et
eontains Ì.81, properties. Moet of, these propenties are i¡acluded
ir¡ a DI{-tr Resideñtia1 &F€& * othene ane in seetions zoned xight
inderstri.aI., most along Ëast' Bay"

nn the Ðtrt-l fìesi-de¡¡tiaL area with:i-l¡ the Otrd amd lIistoríe
Distn'iet of Ansonbono{lgh e!'e 1õE propertíes" Of, tf¡ese prope!"ties
ontr"y 16 &Ì"e n@w eonsidered n'not in satísfaetory eonditíon'uu'
õ oi these are orvned by I{ístonie Chapi.eston Foundatiom sû are
seeured. A bneakdo¡en of the eu!"v'ent use ås as fotrXowe:

t, 0wner oecupied - * -:*-- ?9

(50 of these ane ocempied by onaly one family
15 by the ownen with one sther epsrtrfl'emt

J-4 by t,he ou'nen witl¡ several apantments )

Tsìeonße Froduei.mg Rental Propenties - * - - - 3?

(31 of theee are ím two epqrtmente
16 of these ane in mo!'e than two apantments)

3. CÍ¡ureh or goves'nment owned ----- Lg

(fnetr-ude Com¡nissioner of Ptlblic Worlcs buiXdimg
and a parki.ng tr ot owned by Cíty as wel-l as

tem ehureh properti.es )

4" Ço¡nn¡ercfal - - * - - - 4

(.{ eonünaetors offi.ee on Ånson; Credit Bur"eau

om HaseII; A Lodge I{aIt on Soeiety; a grocer
on fiase}i" )

5. Miseetr-Laneous or unn"estored and empty- - - = - 3

(?5 dnson - 5O Laurens - 66 ltrasetL)



Ansonborough marks anniversarles
ffi

There a/re th¡ee celebrations under
wav in Ansonborough:

Residents havescheduled events to ob
serve the bi¡thday of the founder of the
¡eighborhood, Lord George A¡soD, who
was born in May 1698.

They are also comparing and con-
trasting the neighborhood as it is and as
it vas in 1959 when the Historic Charles'
ton Foundation began the AnsoDborough
Rehabilitation Project to restore the
ho¡¡ses,

And the Alsoriborcugh Neighborhood
Association was founded 20 years ago.

Lord Anson was a British naval officer
for whom the six-block neighborhood is
named. I! is said thát Anson won the lard
in a card same in 1725.

Each yãar members of the Deighbor-
hood association meet iD June to cele-
brate his birthday, which coipcides witb
their last meeting of the summer.

Ansonborough was one of the finest

¡ésidential areas in antebelìum Charles-
ton. It later becâmç a slum.

In 1959, the Historic Charleston Foun'
dation besan i t's Ansonborough
Rehabilitatiõn Project. \thich saw the
renovatior¡ of more than 100 pre'Civil
War houses.

The area was chosen by the founda[ion
as its Jùst project, primarily because ¡t
contaiìs one of Charleston's richest con-
centratioDs of early architecture, said
LaEence Walker, executive director of
Histo¡ic Charleston Foundation, former
Dresident of the Ansonborough Neighbor-
Àood Àssociation and a resident of
Laurens St¡eet.

Houses in the area include the Wi iam
Rhett House at 54 Hasell St., which is the
oldest dwellins in the city; the James
Jervev llouse al55 Lâurens St.; the Rob-
e¡t Piimerose House at 332 East Bay st.
and the Cadsden House at 329 East Bay

, st.
The foundation Purchased homes iÍ

the, neighborhood while others were
donated to the organization. Many of the

homes were renovated by the foundation
and sold arid some were sold by the foun-
dation for ¡enovatlon.

The projecl was financed with money
from individuâls ånd other Ioundatlo¡s.

Walker said the project wâs done wil,h-
out any tax ¡ehabÍltâtion credits to the
homeowners.

The foundation didn't have any prob'
lems finding buyers for the homes that
sold lor $5,000 to $10,000.

Suzanne Mclntosh, Þresident of tÌ¡e An-
sonboroush Neiehborhood Associålron
tgzg-so, ñ¡o livó at 66 Anson st , said
the whole neighborhood was in bad
shaDe, but the size and Price oI the
building was too good to Pass uP.

Mrs. Mclntosh said the hoùse she
bouÊht had holes in the plaster, ãnd a

tom-bstone in the living ¡oom. All the
shutters were closed.

Anso¡ Street also had the highest
crime rate in t¡e cily, but the hoùse was

Please see ANSON, Page Two

ANSON
r.o' p"g. on" úf 

fQ/(q

what she and her husband wanted.
"Some of our friends thought we

were crazy for buying the house, but
my husband's dream was to restore
a house and live in it," she såid.
"However, we didn't envision the
Deighborhood the way it is today."

She tùinks similaÌ rehabilitafion
projects could be do¡e, but it would
depend on U¡e neighbo¡hood and the
size of the hom€s, M¡s. Mclntosh
said.

Walker said, "The high costof real
estate would make the project more
difficult to do today, even with tåx
credits. I don't know if the founda-
tio! would undertake such a project
todav."

Tñe foundation is doing similar
projects on a smaller scale on the
city's west and east side-s, but it's for
low-iricome housÌng, he said.

"Homes we renovate on the city's
east and west sidds are sold to peo-
ple who live there and people who
grew up there and want to move.
back to the areâ," Sralker said.

The Ansonborough projec{
brought the neighborhood back to
life, but it displaced tenants who
lived in the bomes before they were
sold a¡d renovated. Walker said.
' The Historic Cbarleston Founda-

tion is being careful riot to displace
residents in the city's west and east
sides, he sa¡d.

Mf$ WiUiam Prewitt, p¡esident
of the association 198{-8ã, who lives
at 33 Hasell St., said preserving the
r€sidential integrity of the area has
alvays beeri th€ association's pri-
BAry 8oar.

"We were the first organization to
recogniz€ wùat developers were do,
ing to the ÞeDi¡sula and we com-
plained about it loudly,' M¡s.plained about it loudly,' M¡s.
Prewitt said. "We fought to get busi-
Dess€s comDatible Ìrith our neish.Dess€s compatible Ìrith our neigh.
borhood and it has rvorked."borhood and it has rvorked."

Jerry Nuss, president of the
association 19?5-76, who lives at 58
ñ;;sì.;--1ã il;;;lü;*;h'ìi Then and nowl 48 Society St.
soue€zed betweeD bùsiness a¡eas on
Eàst Bay aDd Meeting stre€ts. 48 Soc¡ety St. in Ansonsonborough, the former Kestler's Market,¡st Bay aDd Meeting stre€ts. 4ö soclety 5¡. ln AnsonsonÞolough' the lormer Kesllef's Marke

The association is constantly as it looked before and after renoval¡ons that wele made in 1964.

Street
sGenes
Kathleên Grant (above,
ieft) and Margaret M¡lner
use colored chalk as lhey
sketch out their v¡ew ot
Ansonborough and the
surround¡ng areas on the
s¡dewalk on Wall Street's
dead end. Meanwh¡le
aroùnd the corner, em-
ployees from Devine's
Mov¡ng and Storage Co.
lielp the Mclntosh family
al 6ô Anson St, move
Some furniture west of lhe
Ashley as Karan Estee
and Hayden Mclntosh
walk up..

'. ...'..':

Staff Photo by Châles Francìs

File Pholos

aware of developmèlt on the
neighboràoodrs boundary, Nuss said.

EIL'.ab€th lDabinet, preside[t of
the association, who lives at 74 AD-
soD St., said, "We're not trying to put
a waU around us, but we're t¡ying lo
maintåin ou¡ quality ol life."

Ms. Inabinet said the association

has worked with the city in mâny
endeavors, which include creating
¡esidential parking districts.

The associa tion also begån
plantirig trees in the neighborhood
and organizing clean-up days before

the city stârted
Inabinet said.

Ms. Inabinet sai
stand vhy tourist!
borhood, but reâl
handle only a limi
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PROPÐRTIES Fqeé4L6 BY I{TSTORTC C¡IÂ

' 5 Alexander Street

Three story clapboartl house buitt about IS1O' 'l'his
p"op."ty consisis of- the main house and a wooclen out-building'

Dirnensions - 45r on Alexancler; IOOI deep. Price - ,$rOrOO0"

Note that Alexander Street is to be made a tleatl-end court'
'I'here u¡iII be 4 houses including the two corner houses on it
so this woul-d be quite a choice piece of property.

34 ¡lnqon Street

Three story brick house" To be sold as a single farnily
íesidence. The- exterior has been completely restored'

Ðimensions - 4Or on Ánson; 52t cleep. Price - ffIsrOOO"

38 Ànson Street

..Vacant lot. Dimensions - 55t on' Anson; 6316rr on northern
Iine; 53t on southern J.ine; 54r6rr on back line. Price - $7rOOO'

42 Ânson Street

Ðinensions - 3Ir x 46t - priced at $?tOOO.

Plans for the re¡nodelling of this building are being
preparecl. lfill sell as a single family house or to be
restored into two units.

50 Ánson Street

Dimensions - 3lr on Anson; 46r deep. price - S?'OOO"

?4 Anson St{eet

Two-anil-a-ha1f story clapboard building; built about I8I2
by Michael Foucout. Recently rnoved frorn the auditorÍum area'
Fôr sale as a single family residence.

Dimensions - 5lr on Anson; ?6t4tt on south ùine; 45 I on
east line. Asking price - $}l7IOOO.
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.,,. 
75 Å4Ëpn_ t_l_r_g_et

Large three story frame house with a number of brick
. out-buildings.

Ðirnensions - 23Ot x 8Or. Foundation has sone $45,OOO
invested in this property. There is no asking price. !!e
should be interesterl in having offers and plans for the over-
all developnent of the property submittecl to our committee.
I think the committee would sell the main house anrl some Land
separateJ.y fro¡n the rear portion.

7t Anson l$lreejL
Dimensions - 571 x 77t - asking price $28,OOO.

(Numben 82 Ansonr 56 I x 97r, is to be razed and the tall
brick house at 86 Anson ¡¡oved down to its J-ot.)

289 llast Bay lü!¡qeelL

Vacant filling station - for sale for $3O'OOO.

Ðinensions - 1Oõr5[ on Ðast tsay; 78r5'r on Wentworth.
'|{Jould consider comnercial use with dqsign of building to
be approved by HCF.

5 George Street

Dimensions - 75r x 85r. Can be dlevelopecl for apartments
with aclditions to rear of house. For sale for $17.OOO.

45 FIas e]I S treet
Large three story buiLding with grocery store on first

floor.
Ðimensions - 33'IO" on FIaseIL $treet; II4r on ¿lnson Street.

Price - $l5'OOO. Can be developed as single fannily residence.
tiuggested plans available.

43 Laure4s Street

Ðimensions - 44.61 x 4?.4t. .Asking price - $7r5OO.
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45 Laurens Street

Dirnensions - 6Ot x 146r.
,,.as a single familY house with

Dimensions - 4O' x 10Or.

Three story dwelling in

Frice - $jl5,OOO. To be develoPecl
one or two rental units in rear.

6!,regr-e!q--Ë.!. i.
Two story frame house l¡uilt in I?95 by James Mackie'

IÌecently moved fron the auditorium area''

Dimensions - 84r6rr on Laurens; 6It on Anson; 59r4er on
the east line. Price - SI?'OOO. HeId for sale as single
family residence.

32 Society Street

Two-and-one-half story brick building with unusuall-y. 
-Iarge ancl well proportioneã rooms;: and.a large kitchen building.

Dimensions - 5Ot on ,Srirciety; ll4r deep' Price - $12'5OO'

lieLd for sale to be restored in no more than two units'
Ftough plans for the interior are in the Foundationrs office'

59 Spç¡ety_,Ê!¡ee!

Asking price - S37,é60.

five apartments.

22 ìiientworth Street

Three story bricl¡ houses with conmon rvall' For sale as
a single fanily- residence. tsotlt 22 and- 24 lllentworth have a
peclesirian entiance On 'l,9entworth Street and a driveli'ay entrance
f,rom Anson Street.

Ðinensions - approxima teLy 231 x l04t plus driveway entrance
fro¡n Ânson Street. Price - $l2r5OO.

Three story brick irouses with conmon wall' For sale ds
a single family- residence. tsot}i. 22 ancl 24 Wsntworth have a
pedeslrian entiance on tr{entworth and a dríveway entrance fron
anson Street.

Dimensions - approxirnately 3Ir x 94r plus driveway entrance
from Anson Street. Price - $I4'5OO.



June 5, 1969 FI?il

TÂLLY Sitirìtï

PROGRESS RITPORT ON .{NSONBOIìOUGI{

. The Founrlation itself has bought and processed 57 pieces of
property, of which two are not in the ¡Insonborough area; of tl-¡e otilers
*..-^-.-,.ÀYi'TIÍIRTY *H-fìeso1cì, rcnovated ancl ¡lorv occrlpicd ¡rs residences or in' process of renovation.

34 1 42, 50, 53, 60, 63, 66, ?L, ?2 ¿\nson
32t 4O,,42r 44r 55, 56, 66 Society
I, IO, 12, 15, IB, 23, 30, 32 ìIentlortll
45, 48, 6l Laurens
5 George; 5 Alexancler; 5 lrfaiden Lane

- Rcnovated into apartnlents bJ¡ the Foundat,ion and held for
rcntal i nconle.
18 âpartments and I business -- aLì rented
õ21? 328) 329, 332 East Bay
59 Society; 44 Charlotte (trvo blocks nortir of are¿ì)

Currently being restored as part of llental nndorvment
for sale.
82 ¡\nson

Currently offered ior sale
289 , 311 East Bay; 38, ?4., ?5 .{nson.; 43 Laurens
45 Ilas ell, ; I3 , 22 , 24 lVentwo¡"th ; 7 George

CLeared of substanclard buiLdings and combined rviLh acljoì.ning
properties to improve appearance, provide off-strcet pariti.ng
and open space -- or to be used to place period buildÍngs
moved from Auditorium area.
56, 641 73, 74t 76, 7Br 82; g2 Laurens

Providing to date 57 restored
509/o a¡'e substantial owner-occupi ed
are principally owner-occupied rvith

IN ;IDDTTION

As a dir.ect result of F'oundation activity and infl-uence, 44
propertÍes lrave been acquired ol. renovated by prl.vate lìomc owners or
investors to provirle 75 living "un.its,

ITOR A GRA]\Ð TOT.TL OF ].OI PIIOPERTIES PTTOVÏDÏj\G 132 I\[JTï, QU..\I.TîY LIV]NG UNITS.

llistori-c Charleston Foundat,íon in tlìe last t,en years has spent
about one million dollars to bring this about. llorveveF, l¡ecause this
is a Revolving Fund and properties are resoLd and rented, much of thÍs

srx

NINÐ

ONE

{.n*
Êi:¡,t¿€N

or

tiving units, of rvhich r{orc tì)an
single farn i ly dwellings. 0thers
one, or tlvo , smaJ.J-er rentai units 

"
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nroney has bccn recovered and used again and again. A relatively
smaJ-l rvorking capital has brougl'¡t this about.

Br¡t, even morc signifieant, in addit,ion to the one million
liistoric Charleston l¡oundation has invested in the area, J_ndivi-duaJ.s,
not inclucling their purchase þrÍce from tire ,noundation, have invested
in property irnprovernent and purchase from private owners i-n excess of
ts'o milJ-ion,

F'OR .,t' TOÎAL OF T}IREÐ X{TLLION SP,ONT IN TI.IIS STX BLOCI( ÂREA.
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-. ln proßress at tlris rnoment in :\nsonborough j-s more than
,*6@OOO'being spent gl-l¿ ir propcrty lmproveñent. This ivill'
þri ng, . j.n a mattcr of nro¡rtìrs , substantial nerv business and
.iilorc tlr¿rn 20 nerv families into the area, 75% of rvhom rvill be
Iíving in their orvn orvndr-occupied s.ingle family dwellings.
Soure houses selling at $lOr00O ór $l2rO0O rvill now becoße
ri;.l0, o00 to $BOr0OO investments.

F*n*"& "rr..
As folLols:

Tw€ttt Iluilrìings Presently Boing Restored.or Much ïmproved:

34 Anson
42 Anson
48 Anson
5O ¡lnson

e:#en
37 Ilasell

. 5 Alexander
5 George

õ4 & 36 llrent-rvorth -- Catholic Convent

6/5/69

to be built

õ2I East Bay
.12 lÎentrvorth
28'lVentrvorth
44 ilas eÌ I
49 IIas el L
5O llaseLl -- St.
48 lias e]I -- gt.
66 Society
55 Society
43 Society
36 Society
6l Laurens

J.tl Ft.a,lêsl\"
g a R"r..¡-e.*-

Johannes Parsona6e
Johannes Lutheran Church

ta .f¿Y*
*Så{le Buildings on Which Restoration Plans ltre Nearing Conpleti.on

and Should Begin Shortly

¡'IìE -- April 18, 1969'
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INTRODUCTION TO AN SONB OROI]ffi TOI]R

Ansonborough lies Ín ä seven block area or Èhe lorrer peoitrsula of
Charleston. fhe area was a portíon of a lanil grant nade in !769 to a HuFuenot

narDed Isaac Mazyck, In 1626 the land l,ras a.cquired by Captain George. AriÊon,

dhe Sritish coqmander of an anti-piraey patrol stationed in Charl-es Torrû.

Traditíon relâtes that Ehe Captain won Lhe land. in a game of cards IJíth Thomas'

Garisen, the K-ings t s colrector for the port. Elstoric charleston round.ation nor,7

d€signates Ansonborough ad the area conprised..of the four historic suburbs -
Ansonborc,¡gh, Rhettsbury, Laurenrs Lands and Gad.sen r s Lands.

Ansonborough is an architecturally interesting disÈrict. Its r¡ortbera
boundarlee include buildings fron the IaËe 18th and early 1gth century, Eo6t
6venly divided betr¿een brick and clapboard coastruction. T}re southern B¡o-thirds
.is alnosÈ â period píece. The Great !'ire of lB3B devãsrâtecl thå area, leavÍng
only one significant and a few accesory buildilgs. Block after block was

comp.ietely rebuílt with brick or brick-stuccoed cônsËruction. Tod.ay there êre
more than 135 ånte-be].lum hooes concentrated iû this area, and they elegantly
,attest to Êhê fact thaÈ Ansonborcugh r,üas one of the finest residential- sections
of thaÈ period. By the 1-940ts, hovever, large areas had deteriorated into slums.

In 1959, Hisr.oric Charleston ¡'oundaÈÍon uudertook the rehabilftâtior of
seven blocks of this area, noted for its concentration of period architecture.
TLe FoúndaËion iníÈiated Lhis rehabil-ÍÊation through the use of a revol.ving fund,
a revoluËionary concepÈ at the ÈÍme in rhe field of preservation, The success of
thÍs pilot projecÈ has caused it ro be adapte¿l by historÍc cities elsewhere.
Approxinatery 110 houses have been purchased aad resolc; iralf by ihe FoundaÈioa,
half by privaÈe invesiors invluenced by Èhe nonentun o5 neighborhood rejuvinaiion.
The resuit has been the transfornation of ê dÍlapidated historic ârea into
one of the loveliesË residentÍa1 neighborhoods ln the counlry

Your walking Èour should t'ake about tlro hours.



Aú\S ONBOROliGtt TOUR

?ark your.car íû Èhe ciÈy lor next Ëo the Gaillard l.lunlcipal Auditorium

ånd !ra1k to the corner of George and AnsoÊ Streets. The land obtained folÍ

Èhe AuiliÊoríun rùås covered w-ith deterioïated buildÍDgs, among then a fev sûålL

buË architecturally interesting hoEes. Ilhen lhis ProPerty Iùas coûdeÛIed r

. the Foundation acted as an independent coûtractor and lelocated fouï houses from

this area Ëo a block sor¡th:ín Ansonborough. The skyline reveals a femêIkable

18th century backdrop surrounding Ëhis 20Èh century auditoriun. The successful

juxtaposition of ?erfods ia one l-ocal-e is an inporËaÊt examPl-e of Preservalion

efforts: an exaup 1e of harmony- bêtween the cityrs pas! and her aûbitíous entry

inËo the future.
Lthen you look to your righf,, you. see the St. Johnrs Reforned Episcopal

church, buíIt froE L848-1850. Ir is an ifrreresting c'o thic Revival building.

To the south is a Èa1l yellow house, built before 1800, which serves as å rectory

of .the church. On the corûer is an unusual- pårish house ín Èhe VerÂaculâr Gothic

sty].e.
Aheari of you, on George Street lo the right and 1efÈ' you will see

i
dos. 8, 9 aod 11 George, Ëhree houses that ltere þurchased and resold by thê

troundation for res toration.
!¿ tvs qlr y-^ --cu1arIy inËerested in architecture, r,re suggest you

r¡a1k dor¡o George as far as.14 George. Curreût1y utilized by Ëhe city as the

Coission of Public t{orks offic-e, ít Ìûas bullt an fl97 as a Prívale dwe1ling.

Known as Èhe t{iddleton-Pinckney House, ít is an excelleît exåmPle of adaPtive

use. ID this process, historicalty or architecturally outstanding buildings'

too grand in scale to permit single fanily living in the 20th century, becoxûe

banks or office buil-dings, and are thus Preserved fol future geneiations ' Thls

is the only building in CharlesÈon Terûinisêen! of the Nathaniel Russell House

at 51 Meeting Street, hêadquarters of EisÈoric GharLeston FoundaÈion. Although

the l4iddletoD-Pinckney llouse r,Iås built 12 yearls earlier Èhan the Russell House,

Èhe sÍlhouettes of the t¡,¡o åre quÍÈe s iD.ilar
Ahead of you ând across MeetÍng Stïeet is the handsone Ìlasonic Tenple,

c. L870, one of the feq lernacutar Gothic buil-diûgs constructed 1û CharlesÈon

after the Civil l{ar.



.

and turn right oû Arf,son Street.

On the left at 82 A¡son is the l,liss l"lary Suith Ëouse, b'uílt Ln 1799

by a successful merchant for his spinsÈer daughter. A good exanple of the
Eraditional, charleston singte trous e,ëllfl#iif "r..il in rhe Eídd1e of rhe
present. George StreeÈ. In 1964-65;the city cleared this +atrd for the *t4g...ltt'.¡d1(J

AudiËofÍrnn, and the house r¿as condeDfred.. Ttre building had deteïiorated Ínto
dreadful condition - the Eain house had been divided.into at least eight miserable
dwelling units.. Porches were enclosed to pro\ride balhs and kitchens; partitions
were ever'¡ruhere. The kitchen buÍlding r¡as also divided into several apartments,
and along the south property l-Íte v7as. another brick building with an indeteroinate
number of uníÈs, Rescued by the FouadatÍon vfÈh the cooperaÈion of Èhe ciÈy,
the buílding r{as Eoved about 100 yards souÈh to Íts preseDt locaLion. The

¡¡estern rear wing was noË sound enough to move, and. was repl¿ced by the present
addiÈion of approximaËely Èhe same proportlon. ft was too costly and suffÍcÍent
laflE- !.'as not available Èo move the kitchen buÍlding. The l-and where the house

now stand.s wâs littered r^ri th, oËher slum propeïties - a woodeû house covered
in red âsbestos shi.ngles, 

"tlFãror" coÌner gïocery toppeil by.apartments - a1l-

of which r,7ere purchased an<i then razed, by the I'oundation. lhe house stands
as the gaÈe post of Ansonborough, a defin.Ítive beginning and end of this areâ
rehab j-IiÈation project.

un cne rl-gnr Ls /9 Anson, c. L760. fhe pre-RevoluËionary dweLling,

-
bu1lt by lËÈåt L"g"t", is the oldest house Ln the origíaa1 boundaries of Ansonborough.
(In Èhe Foundation's Ansonborough RehabititaLion area, the I{illian lhetr House,

e. L7L2 at 54 HaseJ-1, ís about 50 years older. However, it sÈands in what ra'as

originally kno¡nm as RheÈtsbury.) The house was purchased a¡d restored as a

contractorrs office in 1956 ., narking a pioneer reclamatioD effott ín the
neighborhood.

Turn Left and wa]-k almost to Èhe end of Laurens StreeÈ.

Iùalk back down

the Auditori-um area, rehabilitated
who then re¡ÊovaÊêd lhe lnteriors.

' 0n your ríght islthe James }4ackÍe House, c. 1800.

. vooden house adjacent Èo it at 74 Anson lúere moved by

lbis and the.

the FolmdaÈioû fron
sol,d Ëo privaÈe owrrers,on the exteríor, ¿nd



SÈreet, a sEall- cul-de-sac

Èo Câlhoun Street.

Dany

:

¡vhi. ch fornerly exËended

cyPress,

the love1y

PresenE

indigenoç

of Laurens aad I^1a11 StreeLs, is anoLher

period; buil-t around 1850. The faníJ.y llving

began is stiLl in resf-dence; Èhe condltion of

!,ríth Ëhe areat s reåabÍlitation.

here

this

buil-t cÍrca 1E00, rl.ÍÈh unusuaL prinitive

is a res torat.ion i-n PTOgress.

l

Go back to Laurens Street and proceed to your left..

Across the sireet on your right is 53 f,aureas, construcËed shoïÈIy
after 1800 and notable for Íts excerrent ¡¡ood.work. Ttre farnily riving here has
been in residence for the beLter part of a century, sharing in the nefghborhood rs

initial prosperity, sufferj.ng ùhrough its subsequent d.ecrine in the firsr quarÈer
of this cenEury' and now parÈlcipating in its recenÈ revival. The existence of
a few ho¡nes such as thÍs, sturd.íly maÍntaiued. by conscientiou. ÌesidenÈs,
encouraged Èhe Foundationr s investuerÈ iE. ¿osonborough.



51 Laurens Street, c. 1804, r4tas oD.e of the mosÈ derelict housiag units

Ëhe Foundation encountered, rJith several fauÍlies liviug Ín extremely adverse

condíËions, Tvo disLincÈ petiods are. discernibl-e ín thís house.: Èhe two-story

frame porti,on was builÈ c, 1804, â.nd Èhe tl4'o-sËory brick pordion ín front
Þur--[E an Ene rõ)u' s.

50 Laurens, on your left, was bullt betwòen 1795 and L8 A good examPle

of a double house, iÈts tr,ro-storied porches werè.ín terrible condiEion h¡hen

purchased by the presènt olrner. The roof of the upper Píazza vas renoved during

resÈoration. the beautiful fanlight above the froût door was brought from

an o1d home in Ner^r York. ltre steps and wrought iron fencing are original.
49 Laurens, Ëhe lùillian M. Monies Ëouse,. c. 1,804. This three-story frame

d:re11ing, onË of Ansonboroughr s .most interesting examples of the Adamesque ' htas

exÈensively resLored.afÈer iÈs purchase from the Soundatiori. Foi nàny decades

the buílding lras an apartDent dwe]_ling. It sti1l reËaíns its Adam PtrasÈerwork

in Èhe fronÈ rooms of the fÍrst and second sÈories,. as vell as four fíne
Ada.mesque rnantels and original trdin r¡rrought iron baLconies.

'-One of the FouBdationrs earliest purchases was 48 laurens, on your left'
built in 1816. Notice the very.fine detailing of the cornice on the inside as

well as the ouÈside of the piazza. Tnese píazzas vere Lhe resídent's outside

líving roons duríng Ëhe lTarEr seasons, and the Lgth century skyline would have

afforded them a lovely vier¡ of the Cooper River. Built by Sinon Jude Chancognie,

Èhe house has elaborate Adam decoraËion and carved mårbIe EanteLs.

Tnere are several interesting houses on Alexander SÈreet, to your left.
This streeË, like !üa11 Stïeet mentíoned earl-Íer, formerly conËinued through Ëhe

area norlr occupied by the Municipal Auditoríun.
5 and 6 Alexander SÈreet were buil-t around l-803. Both contait Prinitive

Adao style woodwork. The builder of 6 Alexander u'â.s a shiprs carpeoter, and

ûost of the cârvíngs are aËtributed to hín.
' Ás you walk back toward Anson Street you will have â p¿rticularly handsorce

. view of 75 Anson, the Joseph Legare House, c. 1800.. IÍhen thls house was

purchased by the Foundation, there were ûinè one-room futnished uolts Ín Èhe

.front house and 11 uniÈs ín che back, u-ith only a single rùaÈer tap Ln the yard.

The Foíndation held the homê for a number of years a¡d sold it, rr-iÈh protective

covenants in the deed, and it was restored a residential ÍnvestEeDt.

''':l1l:r":..r'' .r:--¡rir._!ll|ìr¡!ii.r-r'r.:r
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. projecÈ' Ttre cove¡ênts guaranteed Èhef. indivi¿ual ProPerÈies woÙld îot be

ì.adversely altered iD the restoraÈion process, thereby insurirÀg broad-based

protection for the entire neighborhood' These covenants becane a Part of every

deed that passed through Ëhe FoundaËionr s auspice' There are Èhlee major

iprovisions: (l-) no exterlor changes, additions or demolÍËÍons wele to be nade

:to Ëhe building rrj.rhout the apProval of the Foundation; (2) tlle 3ouûdaÈion had -'

the right. to purchase back properÈy option:d- for sale to iûsure Èhat there

iwould be no itapproPírate future use, aûd (3) Èhe number of dwelling units ínto

vhich the buildi-ng could be dívidect was lin:íted' TheÀe covenants llrn r'Íth the

deed for a period of 75 years. Thus, each subsequent owDer Eust abíde with

the eovefranÈs throughqut hls tenuÏe a6 oryûer ' the use of Proteclive covenants

,has been ailaPted as a n€jor Preservation tool ín Eumerous other programs in

LIrrè uwsuLri.

fhe qai4 building at 75 Anson is a handsorne residential uni!' rríth an

apa¡Èment in the basemènt. There are four uniLs in the long string of kitehen

:and carriage buildÍIgs behind' aûother good exarngle of adaPtive usè' In 1838'

theÏoof1íûeofthenainbuildinghadbeenralsedand'a]-teredr¡ithaGreekRevival
parapet r¿hích was out of ProPortÍon to the buildíDg' The Founcl a tion I s contÏact

of sale required that the olínel restore the original- l'8th cenËury- rooflíne '

on your right, 71 Anson, lc' l-806' is Èhe Thonas Doughty House' T"tromas

Doughty buiit this house dlrring building boom that began Ín Chari'eston at Ehe

beginning of the lgth century a$d conËinued untl'l the tr'Iar of 181-2' thÍs l.'as the

fírsthousepurchasedbythe!.oundat1on['hÍchvasresoldforprivat'eresËoratlon'
Ilhen restored, five rundown aPartments ktere incorPorated into thís one prÍvaÈe

residence.IhehouselsnoÏthofthelineofthedevastaÈingfireof1838t^lhích
desÈroyed the souEhern porÈion of Ansonborough ' Of particuler intereFÈ is the

Dutch gable Èrealment ôn the entlíantce piazíazza arLó the BeLgium blocks used in

the drivewaY.

67 Anson, st. StePhent s EPiscopal Church, c' 1835' The church tlas designed

and built by Benry and Edward ltorlbeck, ' aThose ancèsÈors had built the Exchalge

- Buílding 75 years earliel' It Ítas utilized as a parish of ease by Bishop TheodoÌe

, Dehon¡ a son-Íri-lar¡ of Nathâûiel Russell aod ¡shose fa'ni ly. líved iû Èhe RusseLl



private chapel for pregnanÈ Episcopal parishioners. Tn 1923 it became the

property of the Mount l"foriah UnÍled. l,feÈho¿tist Church r¡hen 1t united wi th Èhe

Protestant Episeo¡ia1 Church.

As you co4Èínue walking south, you pass frorn thè porÈÍón of Ansonborough

builÈ Ín the laÈe 18Èh and early 19th century unscaÈhed by the fÍïe of 1838

and into a period fiece of Èhe 1840rs and ]850rs. A.fter the fire, residents
.vere extrenely cautious ín Èheir rebuílding, and 1oca1 banks refused to issue 

.

loans for any constructioû that rías ûoÈ nêso¡ry, Consequently, southero.

Ansonborough ¡¡as rebuilt with only brick or brick-stuccoed buildings.
0n your left is 72 Anson, Ëhe Benj anin Sinons Neùfville House, built iD

1846 during the Greek Reviva1 period. hI'hen the Foundation purchased this
house 1t had been badi.y danaged by aE' lnterlor flre End nas vâcaût. The

now-spacÍous garden.and pÍazza make it difficuLt to believe the housê suffered
any mísfortune. LookÍng into Èhe-driver.,ay across Èhe rooflines of the houses

on Laurens Street, one is Ímpressed by Èhe varied architectural characÈeïístlcs

.' Here on Anson and also on SoeieÈy SÈree!, just around the corner, you

see some of the firsË purchases of the loundation: 63, 66,72 ar.d 71 Anson

and 40, 42 a¡d 44 Society. These seven bouses r¡ere purchased thïough Lhe netrrly

râísed revolving fund and chosen because of their proxiníty Èo one another,
enabling the FoundaÈion to creaËe a cerìter core and buÍId out from 1t. This
was consÍdered essentíal Èo success in an areà as destitute and dangerous as

Ansonborough r¡as in Èhe Late l-950rs.

63 !\nson, c. 1838, vas literal-1y faIlÍng dovn ¡¡hen purchasêd from the
Foundation in 1963. origina13.y a brick-stucco outbuíIding, it was rebuiLt after
the fire of 1838.

66 Anson, to youï 1eft, c. 1840, IÍhen the i.oundatior purchased this
.house there lras a sink of Èhe first fLoor, a toílet oo the second and a tub on

of the neighLorhood,

. the third. The nernr or.mers

repairing the exterior and

lhese initial- changes, the

began with basic repairs, such á.s: reh'iring,.,, ,

porches, addÍng central, heat and plunìing. After
house vas resLored room by room over a ÈÌre1ve-yeâr period.

Anson.

as you make your



60 Anson, c. 1851, the R. M, Venning. $ouse. Ior more than ê century

a small grocery called the "Egg l4arket" tr?as locåted here. htren the FoundatloD

purehased. the property in 1964 the store hail been ábandoned anq the resÈ of the

property had been divicted into several- apartmeûts. A conPlete rehabflitâtíon
.was required and enÈailed reEoving E:ne píazzas aûd constructing a courtyaró

behind the open gate.

ContÍnue doun Anson, then

. As you turi left onto llentltorth Street you wiLl sàe the resuLts of
the second gíhase of the Foundatíonrs area rehabilítation efforts in Ansonborough.

In 1962, after having soJ.d several of the inirial core of seven houses, the
. loundation focused on thls bLock of lltentrrorth Street. Maoy houses rùere vacarrt;

t Purchased nine-tl ihe remaining lrere in various stagès.of disrepair. The Foundatio

houses and began again Èhe cycle of buying, Ëheû seLlÍng (¡,rí th the resÈríctíve
covenants) for restoratioD' by private cÍÈizens. Today Èhe entire block has been

. restored. The markers on the buildings Índícate that the homes ¡rere among the

: :.. Foundation's ÈransêctioDs.

On your 3,eft, 22-24 l{ent\rorth, is a doubl,e tenement built by FrancÍs

Quinlan Mellugh around 1841. l,irl:ren the ¡'oundatioD claímed this hóuse it had been

used as a'pJ-unöerrs warehousg for Èhe previous thirty yeêrs, and was fÍIled wÍth
rusÈed, unweiJ-dy debris. When lhe FoundaÈÍon arranged to have three garbage trucks
hau.l away the conten Ès, Dore than 100 outmoded space heãters were lowered by

ropes from the rrppeï floor. The huilding r,¡as held for a number of years until
it was repurchased by syüpatheÈic buyers, who convetted the back yard Írto a

:l¡eautiful- garden. Tïe tvo óides of the òriginal dwelJ-ing r¡nÍts have been opened

to forn a spacÍous si¡gl-e dwelling.

turr left on llentworth Street..

neighborhood.

18 .trIenÈworth! c.
added in.Èhe l-880' s -

' and its neighbor #20

acconpllshed in Èhe

1839, was sold v¡ith the stipulatj.or that
be removed. Ihe contrast between lfJ,8, a

is aD apÈ ilÏ¡stration of the scope of the

' -. - iiri_.. .. .::- .

the front porch -
'.'compteEeo resEoratr]-on,

reyitalizatlon

..-.-:.ì,.'j1----;-i_:::l¡-t'-a:ri:.i:1:t:i:1tjt'ì.:-.:-l:.t:ri...__:."...r.:,_.:.-,:l:,.:.-l



10 l.Ient!¡orth, to youi Ieft, vas bul1t cireá 1856' anil Ís si¡ilar
,....i to rhe other houses hon the block, all being constructed after the fire of 1838.

on your right at the end of the block is il9 tr'Ientworth ' Ed¡rard wínslo\Ir s

tenexoenL. IÈ is one unit of a six unÍË brick Èenement buÍl-È c' 1841'

. nodelled after European "row houses", of r¡hích there are nany exarnpLes in charle'stoa'

This biock actually consists of Èhree groups'of row houses' Numbers

22 aû, 24 óomprise one, 18 and 20 another, an't 9 through I the thírd'

TtleseunitsprobabtyverethetesultofsPeculativeconsÈrrrctÍoûfol.lowingthe
fire. In conÈrast are the free-standing singl-e hoqse6., more ofÈen conslructed

by the buiLders for theiÌ f a¡o:ilies.

ReËurn to Anson SLreet, ûo ti-ng the Toundation markers '

-,In essence, ltisÈoric charleston Toundationr s revolving fund was the

seed uroÎey for the reclamaÈioû of the neighborhood, lurned over again aûd again r

these funds hâve ultimately been responsible for the purchase a¡d resaLe of

sixry buildings. A residential neighborhood that is today one of Èhe lovlíest

in America has been recaptured from a¡. area where there was no market at allr

¡¿here no one lived who had a choice. As the market began to firm up frou the

firsÈ few restorations' ûore indíviduals invested io the cornmuni Èy, thus

beginning â natuïal on-goíng Process of revítalization'

Turn right on llasell Street

On the corner to your ríghÈ aÈ 48 Hase11 Street ls SË' Joharmês Lutheraû

Church, d.esígned by E.B. lrhite in 18-. The buildingts exterior Ís

Tuscan in desÍgn, with mas sive col¡o¡.s adding dig$ity to the conParatively

s¡ûalI stfucÈure. The inÈerior has galleries l.Iith. balusÈered fronts' remlrisceEt

of píazza railings, which impart a Chatlestonían Èouch' the Rectory Dêxt

Èo thê church and 52 Hasel-I Street.were a1l- built aÈ -aPProxinately the same

tÍme, as r,Jere the brrildíngs across Èhe stïeeÈ



50 H-asel1-, c. 1843; Joel Smfthrs house. Nolice

screen in bast iron ât the entTance to the house' one

examples of iron vork in the neighborhood. This ËyPe

Èhe elaboraËe filigree
of thq most elaborate

of iroa was originallY

forged in Philadelphia and New York for shiPment south' where it .Iüas widely

used in the Gulf Coast cÍËies. By 1840, it !ùas being manufactured in great

quantitles ín CharlesÈon; in fact' one irûPortant fãctory lras located off
I,lefltúorÈh street. The crafÈ of iron founding continued to flourish untÍl-

World irlar II, using the same PaÈterns of a previous cetrtury.

the

oû the block, 54 Easel1 is



60 llasell, c. 1847. This sma1l house has a handsóroe

. Greek Revival portico, fhe Li{in toüters on either side of the house

were added ín the 1860's. Note the cast iron decorations of fini-as

ând acanthus leaves used in thê colunns and capitals.

58 HaselJ., c. L847. ,A phoÈograph of Ëhís house taken after

: the earthquake of 1886 shof's the entire froût.'Pi'azza toPPled fnto Ëhe

yard. A jigsaw';.puzz1e of fluted Ioníc colüDrìsr' it was carefully rebuilt

uy LIlc uwlcr r

. Across tbê street and to your right is I'faiden Lane ' a sma1l

cobblestone street which leads to a cormercíal- srea.

Return to Anson SËreet aûd turn rÍght' PasË ûùo doors.

' Pause to enj oy Èhe Picturesque vieç' of the corner building on

your 1eft, ïeninÍsceflt of Europe' A sÈudio and. art gallery arê located

Ín the front of the building; you Eay wtsh to Èake a momenÈ to browse

¿ulong rhe exhibits.

Cròss Anson Street and Ëurn.ïíght on E¡sel1n walking do!ñi about

half the bIock.



42 Hasell, followed by

1OeDtlCaI 1n ShaPe ând saze,

following the fire of 1838.

to Anson S treet,

a re¡uarkable ror¡ of

^ -^-'- +L^ -^^..1 + ^taË¿au Lr.ç

Re turn contínueafld Èo\,/ard ltlentworth Street. ''

This block of ^ l.:-^ ^f åL^ ^-^^

many of the houses !¡ås

rurlÌ l-ef t on llentvorth SËreet

On your ríght you will see a group of three small houses very nuch

alike, builÈ shortl-y after the 1838 fire. On the opposiÈe side of Lhe street
are another trio of homes of the same period (31, 33 anil 35 lJentworth).

Ol yóur right Ís St. Kathariner s Coveaant, headquarters of the ordet
of obl-ate Sisters of Provideace. Built in its design
was a resulÈ of careful planning and cooperation on the part of lhe Cathol-ic

Church, the cityrs Board. of ArchitecÈural RevieÌ,7, aDd ËisËoric Charlesto!
FouDdation. Again, the goal vas to qaiûËain a har¡aonfc blendirg of the
old aad ner,¡.

Next door, to your right, is the l.liLllan C. McElheran house.

ïhe ¡arkeÈ on the house LrÍIl expl-aiû its history. The building vas schedulèd

to be dernolished by St. And.rer¡s. T,utheran Church to n'âke tr'ay for a larger
parking 1oÈ; however, the sttenuous efforts of the AnÊoûborough Neighborhood

Associatión anrl the Foundarion persuaded the Church to retain the build1ng.



Ttre oh'ner faced an enormous task in his efforts to save the bulding,
as lhere rTas 1iËt1e Eore Èhan a shetl of four wa1ls renaining. when he

purchased the house.

On your left is SÈ. Anêrer^rs Lutheran Church, built in 1853.

One surÈises thât Ansonborough at that time was heavily poputated by

German fa¡ailies, as there rÀ7ere tr¡/o Lutheran churches (St. Johannes on

IIaselI street beíng the other) erected iû the 6ame period, with their
back property línes almost Louching.

Continue dol'n lüentworth ar¡d Turn Right oD l,Ieeting Street

. on your right you will see one of seven fire sËaÈioDs builÈ in
Charl-eslon around 1887, after the ciËy had garníshed wiadfall taxes from

' the developEent of phosphaie miníng, begun shortl-y after the Civil !üar.

The gazebo of Charleston-made iron'¡ork Lras erected at the sêEe !ime,
and harbors one of Charleston's ever-f]-owÍng artesiaD vells. Try a drink

'of this crystal-cJ-ear rrater \r-hich springs from a J.ayer of underground

streâns that run uûder the city. There are several of these wells dorrntovn -
one in the o1d museum park on Rut.ledge Avenue and oûe in Marion Square on

. Calhoun SËreeÈ. some deEernined old Charlestonians refuse to use aïì.y

other drinking water. Eowever, íf you are not a deternined oId Charl-estonian

you might tind the sulphur content of this water a bit disconcertíng.

For a distressiog gliÍrpse of a failure ín adaptive use, Iook âcross

the stTeet ât the building now call-ed. the "Coffee Cupl'. Ihis was once a

handsone 18th century ¡esid.ence.

Although the problens of the fringes of Ansonborough have not all
been soLved, there have been noÈable irnprovements. One exarûple, êt
266 Meetiag Street on your right, is a rece¡È renovaÈion of a cleplorable

hotel r,¡Íth a noÈorious reputåÈi.on. It is now an offlce buiIillng, wíth
'modern apartDents above. The present or¡ners have beea among the pioneers

ì :. -.: j t.. - :.,



in this techníque of revitali¿ation, in which comercial offÍces are

located on the ground 1evel of o1d buÍl-d1ngs, wíth modern 
- 
res ide¡ces above.

This approach lo restoration is.expecÈed to solve many chronic inner-city

probJ-ems, creáting aD. active neighborhood with retail and resÍdentíal

pedestrian traffic by day and night, rhereby âssísting in the reduction

of crine. Meeting Street is one part of Êhe KiDg StreeË Revital-ízation

Project, a civic efforË to resËore the d.orrnÈov¡r iomerical- center. A

greât renaisaance of thLs -are-â is antieipâted in the fuËure.

So"i"ty Str""t
l

^-ross the streeÈ at 275 l4eeting, ís Trinity yrethodistv¡r Jvu¡

-- Church, builË in 1848-50 by archíËecË E. C. Jones, Ttre exterior of this

I{alk Èo the corner of

church has been conpared

The wlndows, undoubtedLy

have been an embarassment

a consistent Neo-classic

to thât of the Church of the l,fadeleine Ín Paris.

iûsis.ued upcin by the Churcht s benefacEors, must

to the me!Ículous Jones, l¡ho endeavored to achieve

I

l

.t
)

l

Turn righË on Society StreeË

I.íhen the I'oundatioû began its work, SocieÈy StreeÈ was líned eatirely

with derelict buitdings. On the periphery of the area, speciiically the

Meetíng SÈreet aD.d. EasË 3ay SËreeÈ corners, one is afforded an overaLl

vier¡ of preservatÍ.on i-n its varyiîg stages - buil,dings in advanced states

of deierioratioD stand adjacent Èo buil-dings that have beeo restored to

almost perfecÈ condiÈion.

Coûtinue walklng down.Socíety tô¡'¡ards Anso1.



of Particular ínteÏest is the large ourru

sidewalk' oñ Jolrr right' fhis is the' 91d high school

Projectirig out to the

-^icl by Èhe leno$ned archÍtect E'B' Wtrite' vbo also

building' built in rö¿

rigiû411y had elaborate Cori.ûËhian

designed St' ?hiliPts ÐteePle' The colunns o:

,capitals, inported from Massachusetts' Apparently the combination of the

Massachusetts terra cotta a.ûd the South Carolina cliroate rùas incomPatabre'

for the capitals disÍntegrated ând were replaced b¡ an ÍnconPrehensible

substi.Lute.

This buildÍilg ltas

building r^'eather Èight '

. The buildi-ng

Ansonborough that

the Project Þegan'

oû Èhe è orûer

has ûoÈ beeÎ

Foundatlon to an or'¡oer

noÈ YeÈ fulfill-ed hís

uho Eade che

obligation to
the

has

restore the proPêrty' 
imDressive hofies

- 56 and 58 Sòciety ' c' 1835-1840 ' are t\to of the more *t"""t:t 
:"

buÍlt afrer rhe fíre. No. 56 has two 3-arge Jooms or each of Íts threj

floors.and is a:r excelleot exam?le o{ the Charleston sÍng1e house' The

Fou'dation bought thi-s house in 1956' tt::ttt:' for $14'000' 
::":j::"-'

house nexÈ door (58 socíeÈy) ' of cornparabl e síze' ¡¡as sold - unrestored -

.for $100,000' This huge inc¡easê in ßarkeÊ value is "" *: t:::::*::""

of .he success of the ansonborol¡gh resLoraËion and, the óesirabilÍty of the

ûeighborhood '

Continue down Society Ëovards

ofl Your right Yolt will see

part of a convent r¡hich. froqted

sold this Part of the buildi¡g

residence.
on Yolrr ríght is one of the fer¡

resolô or s ígnificantlY imProved since

,- -.----" -,-" "':51::,1Y ll)"; - 
-:.1.



The buildíag oû the northütest corter of Anson

grocery storer nov converÈed to å busíness on the

apartûents above.

Cross Ansoa

On your tefÈ Ís 46 Society, the Jonah M. Venning House. This house,

1lke most of the others on the block, !,/as buil-t c. 1840, and is another

exanple of the båsic slngle hoirse p1an, IL has been in the same farnily sínce

íts coDstruction and has beeir r.zel-l cared for. ?rÍor to restoration in L970'

however, j.t I,fas fn raÈher rugged condiÈÍon: the only bathrooo }.tas on Èhê

-r upstairs pj.:Eizza, Eåking it necessary to walk out on.to tT'e píazza in order

to use the facilitiesl The building in the yard contaíned several- small

apartnen ts for servants, and the unrestored brick building was used as a s\{eet

snoPE,

44,42 a;,d 40 Society SÈreel, These Êhree houses were anong the first

seven "core" houses puichased by the Îoundation. Nos. 42 and 44 ¡üere conpleÈely

restored by the Foúdation Ín an effort to deDonstrate the PoÈential of

the area.

44 Socíery, c. 1840. l^Ihen purchased by the I'oundatiot the roof üras in

dilapidated condiÈj-on, the floors r¡ere u¡safe for walking upon, and all the

¡¡indo¡¡s,were k!.ocked out, The house is a good example of the transfolmation

of â historic but deËeriorat.ed resíde¡ce into a delightful home suitable for

-^ r;.- r ¡--'- ^r¡ruuE rr¡ .lrvruts.

42 Soeíexy, c. l-854.. NotÍce the 1ove1y garden here and Èhe view of the

bandsome James Jeryey houàe on traurens Street in Èhe background. Ilhen

purchased by Èhe cr¡rrenÈ olrners, the back yârd hras stllI ê coal Pile.

afrd Socíety was a former

ground fLoor, with



35 and 37 Socí.eËy Street, on your

aparÈÐents, long since vacated because

buÍIdi¡.g rqas restored and a succession

On your right are a pair of houses

righÈ, had been divided inlo

of ÈheÍr neglected cordiÈioû. Ttle

of oLrners have irnproved the apaïtsDents.

which were built in the laÈter

part of the l-gth cenlury.

32 Society StreeÈ, on your left, was a boãrd.ing house ln the early

2oth century. Before iÈ was purchased by the FounclaÈion, it was not uncoûnon

to see inebïiated. individuals draped on the fronÈ steps ând. píazzas, The

curreDt owners are pLoneers ln the rehabilitaLlon of thls eagÈern boundary

of Ëhe I'oundã.tionr s projecÈ,

Turn left on East Bay SÊreet and r,¡alk back tor¿ard the AuditoriuÐ.

As you sËro3-1 you will see a grol¡p of handsome 18th century houses that are

the Last remnants of an avenue of houses that lined Eå.st Bay from Anihetst

Stîeet dor¿¡n to the BatÈery- Tne Cooper Ríver is Èo your right. The property

on Èhat sl.de of EasÈ Bay ís zoned conrnerical_ and industrfal.; these are

the f,arshLand yards of rhe State porÈs AuthorÍÈy. Ilhen these large hones

were -ouilt, of course, Èhere Lras rothing but marsh betü'een them and. Lhe river.
loday the conditions are quite dÍfferent, and it is a 6tesÈaÐent to the

desirability of rhe honàs themselves that their or,rrrìers are q1¡itè vrilling

io accept Ehe Èraffic and noise associaÈed rríth this location in.order

to live in Èhesê fine period buildi¡gs.

. 301 East 3ay, c. 1816, possesses one of the most beautiful interiors

in the city, viÈh êxtråvaganÈ and intricate ûoodwork in a1l the rooms. NoÈe

particularly the " cheveai¡< de frÍse'! ironr.¡ork on the cornèr of the piazzas

and the detail of the dooïway.. The house is particularLy interestÍng because
:

Ít is a rnicrocosm of Èite. evdlutlonary man¡er of restoration. AÈ one riae a

fíne mansion, j-t deterioraled irlËo a s1uu, then aparÈments, then sh¡ms once



å.gain, aûd not¡ iL has been converted into studio aParÈDents for loca1

eoliege siudents. IË is exPected Ehat. the house will soon be resEored

!o the 1eve1 of grandeur of the oËher homes you see here on Easc Bay.

^- -,^,,- 1-€+ ís a house built abouË the sâBe time, dreadfuLiyyuur rsr L !

abused, tr7i Èh its side panel-s filled in to rcake nultiple aparËItrenËs '

I'fany of the now-restored houses had their Píazzas closed in for this

reason prior to restoration.

As you approach George Street' noÊe two smal1 houses near the

corner, Purchased and resÊored on the e)cterior by the FoundatÍon, the

houses have been restored on the inteÍior by theír current owners. Ihe

corner house ís an lSlh cenÈury buílding that rüas uoved from the Auditorium

area. The house origina!-ly ttad píaz.zas facíng south. Tn order to

accoTrEnodate íts ne!¡ locatíon, the house had Èo be Lurned around and a

new eåst facade was buil¿ for it, since Èhat had originally been the back

of the hou s e,

Cross Lâurens SEreet

311 East Bay, the Stephen Shrewsb-'.¡ry House, built in 1809, was

bought and resol-d by Èiie FouDdaËÍon and represents one of the most ambiÈious

restorations in the Ansolborough area. The house has been converted by

its ol.tner into a busjness office and resÍdence, and iLs interioxs are of

usLõL4ÍqurÉ tqé!¡ LJ .



Beyoad 317 East 3ay - another significant house Èhat !¡e

expect to be soon rehabilitated - you coEe to a grouP of four buitdings

purchased by the Foundation as part of a rental arrdoI^7taoa which rvas

establíshed for large properties Èhat were sinply o''-it of the economic conÈext

of Èhe area. Thev were resÈôred and leãsed to recover so¡¡e of Èhe cost of

purchase.

Acrosp ceorge SÈreet ai 321 East Bay, the ürilliam Blake house, c. 1789,

has been beautifully restored and is currentLy utilized as leased offÍce

sPace.

!r¡r¡¡L slu -28 East Bay, the Andrehr MoffetË House, and 332 East

Bây, the Primerose l{ouse. boÈh restored and now parÈ of the Foundatíonrs

re:ìta1 endor4'Dent .

329 Easx Bay, the Gadscien iìouse, c. 1800. This handsome brick house

ís a iine ârchítectural period plece, enbeilished wiÈh narble quoins,

ç'Írdowsills and keysËones. The house suffered a long period of ii1 use and

neglecÈ uniil restored by the For¡ndaLion in 1959. This spearheaded the

rehabÍj-itation of Ansonborough, aûd il was the firsË house to bê restored

on East Bay Street.

Turn around anri walk back to George StreeÈ. As you look north to Calhoun

SÈreeE, you can visual-íze the site of the most TeèenË ÌecIa$ation area

of Ëhe Foundation, hTraggborough and Radcliffeborough, beyond Calhoun.

This is ar exterision of the norËherly direcÈion of prêservatioû efforts in

Cì.¡aries con ,

Your parking 1ot is ahead of you.



1. 50 laurens - \a'as buíLÈ betr¡een 1795 and

2. 48 Hasell, SÈ. Johannes Luthern Church, designed by E.B. white
iû

3. 54 Hasell - only survivor of fire of 1838. Built in 1812 it
is considered thê oldest dwelling house in CharlesÈon.

It was the home of Colonel l{illian RhetË, více-admiral of the
province and famous for his capture of Stede Bonnet during

the early 1700' s. ???


