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I{AtsËAISIFI' f}qffiÀIåAetr $ }lofl'S&
å Wator Êtrcet

ne$ldenoe øf, rûr¡ anú H:rs. Btrnnet R. Maybenh

NÂths,nLel Ingra!Àåer appears üo lrave bri-tLt Èhis house before L818.

FlannEd tq take f,ul]- aår¡antage of å üëught'fuLr þuË consül'f'Ëtod slte,

i.è *ceupfÞ$ the fü1,1 fece Ef f,he waËe¡front slds cf tho pretrtêrtãr. ghÕ

resul,t åg ouo of fbe hê,r¡*sör06st dreuLng trooms ln slrarJ.esÈon¡ reLêtlvë¡.y

la:rge tn å relÊtivel¡r sr¿411 Þutl.ü1ng. 'û. hfgþ be'Eer¡Énü to lroep Èhe

ltvt$g roøomð neLl ebove tfro L$vel of, qcsesLonal hurrlçane tiitçE

nçsÞss!.t9,ted. srx Ér¿tr¡8.&e stasr tthq.t Eh.ertened tl¡e uestErn fgo$f,. After

Èhe tonfcôenetê tr{år thê sutêr aBI)ê 88ånçþ of t3¡e heuÊe waç changeå

rad{aa1Ly sbsn å slTrn¡LÉr. rcøf gave ¡}¡.ea€ to t}¡"e thsn faehiona.bL6 ¡nsasaff*c

TLæ pnobable bul,Ldêr, á,s a youngster¡ eerved as a Yolrrnüser

*boa¡l.dl ðehh P*ut JEnËEr Fçfihe¡rno Ri,çha¡¡d. fäås Een¡ Sur¡ßsn SethaÐtel

Ingrakram üûadê hlstorslr *F å d,XotlngutsÏred, off,lçsr in the l¡a'vlês of, both

ühe ûnltsð anå ths 0onfçderatç States¡

&fter 18âl thls wÊ,€ the heruç of þp. WåIllån Furgoyae. Ile lraproveê

the prope ü¡r bf qddf.r€ e larg6 yard Ëo the wesülrardö ge rusy aIEe ha.ve

sùdeù to thE prf.açtÞå,l roê$å a verTr handoor¡e pafr of ns,lrb¡,ø want*Lâ

Sn tbe Regençy Etyl6, thBt hÉvç st¡lpË bêçn treÍaoved.¡ thç dsstor lefü

Çh*rlostçn f,sr l{ew York. flt¡cre ¡ s,# å banker¡ h* began thç åûêl¡nìt}ation

of a f,l"ne fortune thst l¡6 f.nereased LÊtêr Ln Ëalf.f,ornfa.

From tBT? to 191"9 Èhç þcuEç ¡sas ùhe resi,dgr¡pe qf, ühe ffiêl.lË

f,álr¿ly. Edrra¡'d L,. Wolle¡ fihough nss¡dð 1a l{ow Yonkl ran thÊ b}.oÊkedå

Lnto ühe:¡lestçn te ff.gþt wtth bl.s southern hÈnsnen üh¡.ough thç Last

yeanø of the çonfsflçråoy. ÎJatçr hê lvå'ote EÊrêrel âcoõunts çf, Ëhe werr

,Af,tor 3&¡ ¡,{aybtnk Endcd hlñ Êerîlêç aF LtÉutënãnt &overllËr of

$ouÈh Casollna¡ ha ånd MrÊ. l\'lãSbank uÈ,de ühlÉ thelle hone. St lo Í.n-



terastå.ag to nete t?tat thô ëraoçfql åSåe ËüyLe ranntel ,,n tb.€lr

ðnawfng ï'go& iÈ txsfl.þXy oonÈempnrary utth ths nsuçç. gt !råÉ f ,..söt

pl.aÊ,6ê !.n an uB¡rør. rgÐn'by Sç'. R,obsrÈ $¡ 0athpart, Ê. fo¡mÞF {r&Êf,r

wÌ¡o håô obtalned. it ¡vlren a f!,no houe6 1n 0 annonbonough waa destroyed.

Fhe &Taybaake hanå FIaÈeü tn ühö rosoabsv$ f.ü *loËhêF 8æIy il$rtel
ffsm $plt.tr ¡ltstrrta.tårrn h*trse, fakon flesr¡ ln the ma.ktng of the üserÈee-

Coopen F?oJest.

¡ÍSîÊÊ feopl6 wey *ek &b€ut tb.e tÌ¡ûse XtßH*s sn ùhe $åd€wetha

theçE wor.e BFGbo"bly ¡rtaeed tbere Èe k*sp çå,rrÍeg&s froer fiou$tir¡g tho

cr¡rb r

ffirÍ.E hoirse rçå.s hulft on thç pð¡FrpF Þf, $igùe¡r St*eet $l¡É.çh nss ¡o
eptly naruoÈ., fsr ths areah thgü na& hór'€ â,nd. wlrf.sh evðn no¡r *"n *fãlÉ öf
güsru lE s, strô€t 6f såterr Fof tbt$ fêesqn tho buåtûor Fut thð flpf,t
flsor aþoyç a hf,gh baeeuÊnt, $ote a.$ yoìr !.Þâv& tbo neatXy f¡IÐçsd, fset
strs,¡rÊrl to rernova tbp nud, from you*r ühoçg - n$Èê too, ËbB ab,äH&l-úg

dtecrway wtth t"üs f}^utçf, pllaqterEsnð Or*óÞ ðôtel"lf,ö



NAME: NATHANIEL INGRAHAM HOUSE

LOCÀTION: 2 WATER STREET (NOTIhEASt

OWNER: Mr. and Mrs. E- Carew Rice, lll

USE: Private Residence

PHYSICAL H ISTORY

t. DATE OF CONSTRUCTION: l8l8 or befone

2. MAJOR ALTERATION: c' l870rs

2 wla4e-'r S

Bay St. )

s. e. HlsT$Rle.4L S0crfi-Y,

PERMlSSt(]hl !S hFfrl!Ìtlir .i'Jr"
DllPLlCAl l0l*å ÛR P.'JHI lt r\ I ;L¡n

:

coiner of Water and East

3. ARCH ITECTIBU ILDER: unknown

4. ARCHITECTURÀL CHARÀCTER:

(Exrer¡or) À thnee-ba!, mason!.y clvrell/ng v¡ith slucco finish That rises

two-and-one-ha lf ston¡es above a hi$n English basement. The house was designed

to accomodate numerous concessions to the Charleston cl ìmate and f loodi n9- qTPl:t.t:
The primary rooms are insulated from tÈe damp earth- and. flooding by a full-he¡ght
g"or.,d story. The entrance occurs ín the m¡ddle bay of the second elevat¡on
ontheWaterstreetentrance;howevef.'thehouse¡SPrimar¡lyorientedtoEast
Bay Street and the harbor-. Äs originally constructed, the house most closely
resembled the late Àdam or Federal style of architecture. Two lgth century

' photographs survive to document the major exterior changes that occurred between

ls65alrdlsS5.Theappearanceofthehousewasaltereddun¡ngthattimeby
the clrange in roof l¡ne (trom a hipped roof to a mansard roof) and thc add¡tion
of iron -ãrnamentation at the cornice and at the window heads. These additions
seFved to give ihe house a mol^e Victonian appearance and tend to accentuate
tlre buildings heiEht and mo;ìrjmental presence.

':', -.

( lnterior) Centen hall plan with two rooms occurring on e¡ther side of
the entrance passage. The Drawing . room runs across the full extent of the

harbor side facade which allows for the full impact of the prevailing breezes.

Details of interior decoration included extensive use of moldings and ornamentation
ifr.i . ¿.t. fr-om the original date of construction. The late Adam or Federal

deta¡l is particularly evident at the window openings and below lhe cha¡r
rail in the dr-awing rooni. The Adam style wooden and plaster mantelpiece in

the draw¡ng "oom il characterist¡c of work occurring in Charleston c. 1800-1810

but. is nol or.¡9¡nal to thi6 house. I lt was salvaged _f rom a demo[ished charleston
residence and installed in the early 2oth cently.] The fireplåce opening has

been closed in the dining room. l.,linor victorian ornamentation occurs in tl"
. diawing room at thé cctrnte ancl on.the ceiting in the Dining Room' -'An ornate

olaster ¡nedallion is the chief.ornamentat¡on in the entrance passage.

5. 
, 
sEÌTING AND ouTBUILDINGs:
The building ii pãsitioneO at the intersection of two early carriage ways

-, that . appear- to have been ín use as eanly as l80O' Prior to that time lYater
"iïÃ.t-;-"=- 

" 
tl¿.ì-."""x (named Vanderhonst) thal was filled in the first decade

of the lgth century. The house and ¡ts extensive city garden that occurs to

the west oi the house were construcred after the creek had been filled and

¡-re sea wall was cànst.ucted on East Bay Srreet. No outbuildings or dependencies
.survíve and it ="ãlt highly possible iftut many domestic services could have

. been locatgd in the ground-flóor'or bãsement rather than in detached buildings'
{ over )



5. SETTINGS AND OUTBUILDINGS: (cont.)

throughout the 20th century.

Con feder.a te officer
llaybanks

R Wû1+*r S+,,

s. e. Htsï0Rtfp,t sücttr"{'"f

PËRiÅl$5!CiN !5 RËQUIHID Ëiìl¿

ßUtPt¡CA.fl0¡rt 0R FUÐtiCAItËN
l

6. LANDSCAPTNG, ENCLOSURES:

The extensive garden that occurs behind and adjacent to the house is believed
to have been originally laid out by Dr. William Burgogne who occupíed. the_
house fr:om l82l- . Recent owners have made numerous improvements to
the garden and modern features including a swimming pool, have been added

Þk

It
't{,

*
t\s$?ro N' ¡\rj ÞftL\erK) \ñ L\ tbt\^\,\rÀ

-'/".1

8. STATEMENT OF SI GN IF ICANCE:

Buílt by a naval officer who served ir¡ John paul Jonesl
during the Revolutionary War, this ïmposing early lgth century
one of the most enviable positions on the Charleston harbon-

Bon homme Richard
townhouse commands

souRcEs oF I NFORMAT I ON:

^'þt\9 
u"nrl'r¡

z. HrsroRrcAL orrï.liçrof^ræt¡"¡-e\$o*- ,Or*
Nathan¡el lngraham ("''' . ), Naval officer çutrlow\{.0 St."¡,b¡P \His so(n, Duncan Nathaniet .tngrgham (lì,.':.-.?-- \lC\), Navat- oÈiicerÐ' t .ìJñrs soqn, Lruncan Narnanter -tngranam U)ùz- \J.t\ r, Navat oll¡cer\,
Dr. Wiilíam Burgoyne ('àreù'" f lSttt ) t,'. --,..*.'- '''
Edwand L. Wel ls (Owned the house from 1879-1919) (\\b1-\trf ), Author,



â, wa*€,r *,

m*#,åiffi:*
Nr¡nber 2 Water Street

In I-EIO, Itathanåril fngrahan' merchant, purchased the oroprety from heirs anC

estate of 'vlil-Iian McCIouC for tbe sûn of 2,OOO pounds current .'ncney, (From tbe

dexrl.-,tion anC price , it alpears to holrl no rìwelling; L-5, n?) . g 1 iecenber

1tf8 ,.then Oeo:ge Chisolm selfs it (he buys it earLior th" sane year fron the

l{aste¡, this transfer showirg u¡ in tbe inlex, but the perticular vcfune has been

rnissplace.l rvithin the Ìl'lC ) to Vííliiam Eurgoyne, for $6,5tO.Oo i.t has e two story

b:'ick tenement on it (Ë-9,116). On January l-3, 133?, liil-fia¡n Eurgo¡me (r'ho bas by

'this time noveC to ìiew York City) and El-iza his ,¡ife se1l the rroperty tc Ctis l"iil-fs

on-fi{ggF#É for $IO,5OO.O0. ì"1i11s, on 3 -{ugust 1t35, se11é it tc John RaveneL

for $11'?50.00. (L1O'3¿t9). iavenel sel-Is it to ìrrary RaynonJ òn 10 fjarch LE!! for

sl3,OOO.OO (L-12i't4+g). ¡he selis it tc Charles "4stor lriste,i on I January ltg- 1¿óg

for $20,OOO.OO (ìf-f5,?5). Cn Zt i'r.a¡r €e*- !E?9, for $5,000.00 Gra æ r. lriste4 selts

it to l'lrs. Änna 1,1.5. h'elIs. Cn 1 Decernbe¡ , ltg]tg, sbe selfs it to Dr. Ìobert S.

cathcart for I0- slo,ooo.oo. (s-zg,le).

ùunnaûinn; it apoears cfuvlous that the houqe r¡as built betr+een lEIO and 1S1l by

lr: Èh:ri al T¡ ¿¡- L'^-r¡¡61 4 ¡¡dlr,



Nunber 2 Hat er Street; blographical infornatÍon,

Nathaniel- fngrahan died in lt18, in the JEth y."" $ his ¿gs according_to
the tombstone in st. I'ficbâel t s cemetery; this puts the ¡rear cf his birth ca.
L760 and that r¡curic have naire hin '¡oung in the rev¡lution; the dee,ìs refer to him
only as a n-.rchant; anl the Dl.R oat¡iot regist:r lists no Nathaniäe1 Ingrabam of these
Cates as being a veteran cf the revoluticn.

His.scn, Duncah vras born 1Eo2 enc lied 1gg1; r¡pa tonbston,^ register; I,iagnolla
c enjrèery ,

.Ì!d'.rard L, 'y{el-ls, nevr¡ âctually oçne.l +,he hcuse; his !rif_. Anna, .iirì; he was
. born J-Elp; ¡iieC 191?; his ,¡ork is ilanrtôn an,ì llis Ca.¡¡+rv Cavalrv in d+. .{fso
living her was his duaghter 3abina El_liott :iells , ]IE? 6_Ig43i she ,,:a s a book .lesigner
anì e li'eseonb potte¡ - her ç¡ork is in ¡mrseums

otis l"Íills ' y94-ts@, successful businessman anc olrner cf t"rirls Hcuse cid
not li.ve lre:e; be used it icr renta I/ inves trnent procerty.

Dr i{il-lism Ëurgoyne '¡as rnarríed i! Charleston in LS05 ; he br:rierl children
here, but ultinately ¡:ov--ri to ìíer ycrk; rncre oft:n that nct, he is cal-leC â 

'ruggistthe 18llo-1E¡r1 City direcoty shcl.rs D¿¡S¿l p,^venel- Iiving b:-e; he r:a: oresl.Jent
of a benl< - the Flante¡s and..Hechanics E¿¡lç¡

T.ä. P.aynonl , hu_"banC of tbe subsequent or,rner, v¡as an attorney.



I

2 tlaEer SE. -- Nathaniel Ingrrh"r, 
"house c- _1810_12_ Subsequently,

Edward L. Wells' lt93g_tg1r7 ) tived
(Greene, unpub. MS; SCHS. )

merchant, builE Ëhis
Confederate hi s torian
here. Mansard c. 1870s.

lNre ftRG}ttÆ oF tltsT)Rtc ct1fre(F.ì,



NATHANTEL INGRÀEAI4 HOUSE
2 l{ater Street
c . 1818
Residence of Mr. and Mrs. Bennett Helms

1991

This three bay masonry dwelling rises aJrove a high English
basement and is finished with a stucco surface. Nathaniel
Ingraham, rnerchant, built the house sometirne betereen 1810 and
1818. During the Revolutionary war he had served as a naval-
officer on John PauL Jonest Bon Homne Richard. So it is fittínq
L¡rcr L r¡rs ¡rome snouJ-o. commano -Fnrs sprerrorcr posf-t,r-on on LifiafresEon
Harbor.

The desígn of the house most closely resenbles the late Adam
or Federal style of architecture. .A'J-terations were rnade to the
exterior sömetime bettreen 1865 and 1885. The roof line was
changed from a hipped roof to a mansard roof. Iron ornanerrtation
at the cornice and at the erindow heads was added.

EIRONT IIALL:

The family living here has recently moved in, leasing it fro¡n
the owners who reside out of totrn. Thê current occupants are also
looking after a few of the o!únerrs furnishings which remain.

Chest, Georgian style
Adamesque balusters of stairs are iron, not rrood
Ceiling medallion is chief ornamentation
Àrnerican tal¡le on landing just fits under owner's mirror

DRAÏiITNG ROOM:

Moldings and ornamentation in t'his room reflect the date of
construction of the house, the E'ederal períod. It' ís particularly
evident in the chair rail and the window openings. The Adarn styJ-e
mantel of wood and plaster is characteristic of the period but was
instal-l-ed in the 20th century when it was renroved from a
Charleston house being demolished. The ceiling cornice is
Victorian.

The owner and the leasing famiJ-y were astonished to discover
that each owned a mid-19th century piano and they are both in this
room. One is rosewood and the other mahogany. They sit in front
of handsome matching mirrors .

Bowfront chest e¡ith inlay, English
A¡nerican ladderback country chair, (newly repJ.aced seat)
Small Oriental painted chest between chairs
Handsome ilapanned secretary bookcase, English, 18th century
styIe, found in Madrid, Spain
Corner cupboard, Cherry wood,

PorceJ-ain, Royal Crown Derby
Note the loveJ.y crystaL chandelier and wall sconces



NATHANTET, INGRATTAM HOUSE
2 Water Street
Page 2

DINING ROOM:

Fine ornamentation seen in the wood dado and its gougework
trÍm. Note the pressed tin ceiling, a victorian change which rnay
have been insta]-.]-ed after the earthquake of 1886 when many changes
were made when repairing damage.

Two dining tables (one pedestal and one drop J-eaf) have been
joined together to allow for banquet size accommodations.

Tr¡ro sets of chairs around the table
Sideboard with inlay, in the late Georgian style
Sofa, American, mid-19Èh century
Orienta]- chest with re¡narkable brass trim
Card tabIe, round, Hepplewhíte styJ-e under v¡indow
TiLt-top talrle, American, under window
Family siJ-ver on sideboard

ST'NROOM:

This attractive and functional sunroom and kitchen make a
handsome contemporary addition to an early 19th century d!úelling.

The long trestJ.e table is American, Invite visitors to exit
by way of sunroom door. The garden lot vùas purchased and
developed by Dr. !ùilliarn Burgogne who owned the house in 1821.
lfater Streèt was a tidal creek before it was filled in during the
first decade of the 19th centurv.
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