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tø the ycgtg t¡t¡ù a t$o stor1¡ rrâf@hot¡se or stenslon to e ratohousc tc thê cûsb $es
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TEE JÀMES ITA}TIIJTON COMPANY BUII.DING
16 South Àalger's Wharf
c. 185 0
ïome of ¡'lr. and !trs. George lÍ. Fennell

ENTRÀNCE HALL

Note the handsome narble
originaì- renovation.

],ongcase clockr England,
c. I7AO, nahogany'

Mirror, English' Regency
(Plaster of Paris )

floor, installed some years after the

ceorgian period' by wilL j-an spratt,
all originaL works
period, c. L82ot Giltwood and gesso

1993

This house is unlike any dwelling on the tour and will delight
the visitor by its irnaginative floor plan and handsome decoration'
It is a significant building representJ-ng an earl-y effort to
convert a waiehouse to a singÌè farnily residence' Today it is very
fashionabfe to convert a fãctory to condominiums. In l-948 rthen
this effect took place, it was unheard of and it set a precedent
that has spread nalionq¡ide. This preservation technique is called
adaptive use.

Noted charleston architect' the late Al-bert Simons, worked
r^¡ith the orrners to devise a pÌan that preserved the charactêr of
the buifdings while creating a cl-ever and liveable floor plan'
Subsequent ov/ners made furthêr restorations as weLl and the last
previóus o$/ner compLeted extensive redecoration. The house now has
three fuff fl-oors. It has, frorn the top, a clear view of the city
and the harbor which delights the eye'

As the street narne indicates, this hras the scene of heavy
rnaritime activity during the 19th century. During the antebellun
period, this wharf was the terrninus for James Adger and company,
wnicfr instituted the first steamship line betv/een Charleston and
Nei¡/ York . Today, Adger' s wharf is divided into t\^,o streets caf led
North Adgerts itharf- and south Adger's wharf - which is one of
charfesto;'s few remalning cobblestone streets. Both streets are
Iined with old. warehouses which have been rrrecycledrr as private
residences and offj-ces. Today many of its warehouses are cherished
farniJ-y residences. where cargo boats were formerly noored at the
toot of the wharf, one nol^r enters charleston's ne\^rest recreation
area, the Waterfront Park.



IDHE JA!{ES IÍA!'ÍILTON COMPÀNY BUIIJDIÀIG
16 South Adger's Wharf
Page 2

DII¡ING ROOM

The mirrored alcove and Palfadian inspired waIl. v''ere also
added in a previous renovation. Most of the furniture rs nahogany
pàii"¿ repräduction. es visitors walk into the library, point out
the thickness of the walfs. Thj.s originally narked the separation
of this l¡/arehouse from the one adjoining it'

Mirror, English, chippendale styl-e reproduction ' c' 1-860-80'
carved giltwood

Bookcase' nnqlisn, rnahogany, c. 1820, dental cornic-e ' qlazed
doors' much of ttrê gtass is original, . displays Mrs'
Fennel-l-'s collection of oriental porcelain

Chandelier, Venetian gJ-ass, c. 1-890

Hanging sheff filled with miniature oriental porcelains

IJIBRJARY

The fireplace wal1 was designed and installed a fer¡/ years ago'
The cypress wãÌl panelling dates from the first renovation in 1948'
in"." iurnisnings provide- a setting for nementoes of their hobbies
and interests. - Bõth Mr. FenneLl ãnd his daughter ride. with the
MiddLeton Pl-ace Hounds. The son spent tirne in the safari l-ands of
South Africa.

Piano and Rocking Chair are farnily pieces

Exit by courtyard door. A snal-l space filted with planted
beds, pool- ãn¿ tountain providing.peace and beauty .of a .garden'
rrr" á"iiqntful tronpe l'o;ir painliirq adds another dimension'

WATCH STEP DOIVN IN BRICK FI,OOR

KITCIIEN

This charrning country kitchen which was co¡np-Letely gutted and
refitted during renovatioi, facks nothing in high tech equiprnent '
ihe ricn wood cãbinets are ånhanced by the tile countertops and the
gfoü/ing copper hoods of the range and fireplace' The terra cotta
iit" fÍoo.- is punctuated with Uíigntfy colãred inserts. Visitors
rnay be invited to glance at the unusual wildlife por^rder room'

Exit by way of livi-ng room courtyard, plan-ted r'vith.beds of
bfoomsf greenery and three -more panel-s of tronpe 1/oeil paintings'



THE iIA!,IES ¡fAI,f IT.,TON CO¡4PA¡¡Y BUII.DING
16 South Adger's füharf
Page 3

IJIVING ROOM

Enter door from courtyard. This spacious, bright and striking
room contains paneling and an mantel which r^Iere rescued from a
Meeting street house that was being torn down. This also dates
back to the original renovation, The furnj.shing is a wonderful rnix
of period and reproduction pieces.

Pair of Mirrors, English, Chippendale styl-e, c. L77o,
giJ-tr,uood, either side of fireplace

Pair of Tables, English, Georgian, c. 180o, v.rith crotch
nahogany tops and original brass

Secretary Bookcase, Regency styÌe, c. L82Q, inlay on interior,
ogee bracket feet, original glass

Two Plates, blue and white, Staffordshire, on bookcase shelves
on the Ìeft is charfeston/s Exchange Building, and the
one on the right is S.c. state tree, thê pafnetto.

The Exchange Building - historical scene tray, c. 1825,
by J&vü Ridgway of Hanley, England, source of view fro¡n
drawing by Joshua Shaw, engraved by W.G. Mason and
published by I.c. Kayser &Co., 1823, RARE to find a
southern scene American Historicaf Staffordshire hrare.

State seal of S.c., by T. Mayer, c. L829

Pembroke table, Federal style, c. 1790, mahogany r¡ith
satinwood inlay. Possibly from Charleston.

Bohrfront cottage Chest, English, c. 1-800-l-820, Thought to
have been cut in haff for transportation up a narro$t
stairway.

Tripod Dumb hlaiter (supper table), English, c. 1810, satinwood
inlay, Revolving platforn divided into 4 oval sections to
hold plates.

sconces, Swedish, c. 1890, ormolu with crystal prisns.

Exit by doorway leading to carport.



Sixteen south Adger's ¡{harf
Home of !tr. and Mrs. Fred C. Snith, iIr.

Note to Ðocents

This house is unlike any dwelling on the tour and I^rilL delight the
visitor by its irnaginative floor plan and handsome decoration. ft is a
significant building because it represents an early effort to convert a
$rarehouse to a dweffing, a transformation v¡hich has been continued by the.
present or^/ners. Today it is very fashionable to rrconverttr a factory to
condominiums - in 1946 (\^rhen this effort first took pl-ace) it was unheard of
and it set a precedent that has spread nationwide. Today this preservation
technique is caLLed adaptive use.

The previous ol^¡ners / parents, Mr" and Mrs. Harold Símmons vere
responsible for the initiaL renovation. Afong i^rith their neighbors, the
Simmons tackfed the challenge of rernodelling an abandoned \',rarehouse that had
outlived its original- use and v/as fast approaching rreyesorerr status. lVorking
v¡ith the noted Charfeston architect, Albert Sinons, the previous owners
devised a plan that preserved the character of the buildinqs whiJ-e creating
a clever ffoor pLan. The present or^rners have furthered the restoration vith
a recent and extensive redecoration.

I{istory of Adqer's Wharf

Adger/s Wharf : During the antebell-um period, this r'¡harf r^¡as the terninus
for James Adqer and company, q¡hich instituted the first steamship line
between Charleston and Nev¡ York. One of the finest ships, the James Adger,
happened to be in Nevr York harbor when the Confederate War broke out. ft r^ras
confiscated by Union authorities and was used throughout the war by the U.
S. Navy.

After port activities moved up the peninsula, the rrharf i^¡as abandoned,
Recentl-y, it has been reclaimed as a landscaped park r¡/ith funds fron a
private donor.

Today, Adger's Wharf is divided into two streets called North Adger's
Wharf and south Adger's I{harf - v¡hich is one of Charleston's fel^¡ remaining
cobbLestone streets. Both streets are li-ned with old warehouses which have
been rrrecycl-edrr as private residences and offices. Sixteen south Adger,s
V'lharf \^ra s one of the f irst bui ldinqs to be converted to a dwellinq.

Entrance Hall

The present or/ners have added the marble floor. On the painted chest
c. 1850 are a pair of candlesticks frorn Colefax and ForrLer, London.

Wood carving from china, Persian rug, 19th century trumeau mirror

Living Roon

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Sirnmons, who carried out the initiaf renovation in
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1948 rescued the handsone neoclassical mantel from a Meeting street mansion
which had been torn dohrn.

Mrs. Snith is an ínterior decorator by training and chose the soft
yello¡¡r and floral chintz fron Brunschurg and FiIs for the l-iving room.

-: During recent renovations, the smlth/s created the windows and doors unto the
courtyard where visitors will see the delightful trompe 1'oeil illusionistic
paintings of artist Suzanne Bowman. The courtyard bench is a copy of one
originally designed by English architect Sir Edwin Luytens (pronounced Luch-
ens).

Antiques in the room incfude:

EngLish toleware tray on stand c. 1850

Vases \^/ith prisns c. L860 from Mrs. Smith's mother

French clock, 1-9th century

T,amps made fron l-9th century Chinese pottery foo dogs

L9th century English botanical prints by Joseph Dalton Hooker

Turn of the centurv sconces

Dininq Room

The mirrored al-cove and PaLl-adian inspired waff have been added by the
present o\,rners .

Antique Persian Palace Rug

The chandelj-er was purchased at a Local estate saLe.

Portrait of owners' son by Johnston Hagood

Portrait of oh/ners' daughter by Martha Thonas

Note the thickness of r¡/al-]s into library J-eading into what l/'ras once
another separate warehouse.

Librarv

The fireptace wal-l- of the J. ibrary was designed and instaLled by the
present oT¡rners. In this courtyard one can see trompe I'oeil fatticev¡ork and
a door painted by Suzanne Bohrman.

The antique chest on chest is Engfish burl r¡ralnut c. L74O

Rucr - Her iz
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Lamp and pitcher are antique Engtish Staffordshire pottery c. 1850

, The figures of Blackanoors on the manteL are Austrían.

: Kitchen

In the redesigned kitchen which was cornpleteJ.y gutted and refitted, the
table v/hich neasures 7 feet by 30 incles v/as found in an ol-d store Ín
Summerviffe by Mrs. Smith. The pine cupboard is l-9th century frish pine.
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Streets and Str qc tur es

Robert P. Stockton

A deer ' s h¡har f

Adgerns Wharf is one of the several streets in the made

land to the east of East Bay Street, which st11 carry the names

of wharfs" Adgeros Wharf began its history as a "low water

Iot" (land exposed at low tide ) belonging to Robert Tradd and

situated across Bay Street (now East Bay) from his residence
at Tradd and the Bay. Robert Tradd' a son of Richard Tradd

and, according to tradition, the first English child. born in
South Carolina, died in 1731 ' bequeathing the "l¡later l,ott" to
Jacob Motte and his children. Motte was for many years the
Public lreasurer of South Carolina ând was also a prominent
merchant, a sometirne partner of James f.,aurens (brother of Hen-

ry laurens ). He built on Íbadd's low water lot a large wharf
krìown as "Motte's hlharf " or "Motte's Bridge. " Buildings on

Motte's Wharf included a "scale house, " where items were weighed,
and which apparently was large enough for Motte to locate his
o ffice and store there after the great fire of 1?40.

North of Motte's !ùharf, which later became known as Ad-
ger's South Wharf, was Greenwoodns Wharf, which later became

kr¡own as Adger's North l¡lharf . Greenwood, a'British merchanr
in Charles Town, was one of the consignees of tea taxed under

the Teà Act of 1??3. under presÊure, he and. the other consign-
ees allowed local authorities to store the hated tea i-n the
basement of the Ð<change.

To the south of Motte's wharf, at the foot of Tradd Street,
was a site set aside for public use. The 1719 map called the
" Ichnography of Charles-Town at High l¡later, " shows the Exchange,

with a courtroom above it, on the site " later, a market was



68

built on the site, which Charles'

^wooden ¡uilding. " Subsequently'

the.site became Part of the right
l¡Ihar f .

By the end of the l8th century, both Motte's and Green-

Wood's t¡rharfs had been acquired by William Crafts' and were

known as Crafts' North and South l¡rlharfs " The wharfs were

acquired in 1822 by Arthur Middleton, as administrator of the

estate of tÞthaniel Russell¡ later Middleton acquired them for

himself. In 1835 he sold part to Ja¡ne s Hamjl-ton, and for
a tj:ne the wharfs were known as Hamilton & co., and Middleton

& Hamilton,s hlharfs. Middleton was one of the Middletons of
Illiddleton Place. Hamilton was Intendant of Charleston' Govern*

or of South Carolina, a general and a leader of the Nullifiers.
In the IB3Os and '40s the wharfs were acquÍred by James

Adger & Co., and became the southern terminus of the first
steamship line between Charleston and New York" The lucra-
tive line hel-ped Jarnes Adger to become, allegedly, the rich-
est man in South Carolina" One of Adger & Co.'s best ships,
the James Adger, happened to be in New York harbor when the

Civi.l Vrla r broke out " The ship ',vas confiscated by Union author-

ities and used throughout the war by the United States Navy.

Over the years' substantial brick buildings were con-

structed lining the streets known as Adger's North and South

tiùharfs. the Sanborn insurance nnp of 1884 indicates that
Adger & Co.'s of fice t/'as at 90 East Bay' while the buildings
on the soLlth side of North Adger's Whar f and north side of
South Adger's g¡¡arf were cotton warehouses. The brick range

on the north side of North Adger's l¡lhar f also housedl warerooms

for cotton on the fi¡st level , with brokerst offices above"

A fter port activities moved up the peninsula, the whar fs

were abandoned and the buildings converted to residential and

office use"'
South Adger's l¡lhar f is one of Charleston's few remainirg

Fraser remembered as a "fow

the market was removed and

of way of South Adger's
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cobblestone streets (others being ChalmerS and Gillon streets
and Maiden I¿ne) " The granite base of Adger's South Wharf'

where the A dger ships formerly docked, sti11 projects into the

Cooper R iver and has been nade i-nto a public park'
(Stockton, DYKYC, oct. B, I9?3. "Rainbow-Row" "

Greene, unpub. MS. Rogers' CÞaTl estgn in the Age o-f the Pi4ck-

"ã"õl-í¿+, 
l¡), 56, niãsãi; @ñTãTe56.-lËÍáoerápny,';r?39 " "rchnogr?phy"' 1788 " Bridgens & Allen

Map, tð52-. sanborn Map ' 1884. )

Als¡g¡gler Street

Alexander street originally extended from Boundary (now

Calhoun) to Chap el Street and was laid out as part of the
suburb of Mazyckborough in 1786'" It was ramed for Alexander

Mazyck, developer of the suburb. Middle Street, in Gadsden's

Middlesex, between laurens and Boundar y streets ' was ÍE.de part
of Alexander Street in 1901. The east end of Judith Street
in VrlragSSbor ough became part of Alerender Street in the t880s"
( "Streets of Charleston. ")

Alexander St. -- This three story clapboard single house was

built about 1811 by Sjmon Jude Chancognie, French consul
and merchant.. The interior has fine Adamesque woodwork

and an interesting, graceful stair. The roofline was re-
modeled in the tate l9th century. Chancogni.e al-so built
the house around. the corner at 48 Laurens St.
(TÞomas, DYKYC' Ðec. ?, 19?o')

Alexander St" -- Francis Nelson, a ship's carpente¡, built
this house sometime after purchasing the site in f799"
It remained in his family until 1851 . This is a varia-
tion of the single house, unusual in that there is no

central hall and the fenestration on trhe píazza side is
unus uaI o

(Stockton, ÐYKTC, Feb" 20, L978")
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