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Numbers 10 and 16 Seoutk idgers Year{

Nete: Since the present structures were hesavily remodled in the late 1948s and
sarly 1958's (sec snclesed worex). gince the eriginal structures were always :hiad
te the 1life of the wharf, and sinece it would take an expensive and excessive length
ef time to untanhle the approximate dezne or se separate pieces eof land that make
up the presont row of structurcs. thls raosemrecher has chosen primariiy to fecus

eh the whar({ and seecomdarily, on the imlividual Wwulldings,

Tradd Street, named ef course for the first white child Wworn in the settlement.
was ene of the original strects; ewce 1t cressed east of Nast Bay Street. it was

kmown (logically eneught) as Root- Tradd Street extended; here at Tradd Street

axtended {tho southern edge of Seuth Adgers Wnarg) steed the eitys flewer markets;

the wharfs neaerby wers called Motto'y Wharfes (178¢s), By the turn ef the 19th
@émtury. tne flewer market weg oll Dut geme and wharves were now called Crafts
Wharves; (scc enclesed plats). Tne plats shew t-at Wuldlings ancompassing the
site ef present day number 16 were standing Wy 1884 (and perhaps extmnding some
d4istance intc wumbker 10 as well.) I[be2- dany ef the buildings now en South
Adgers Wharf werc standing by 10%. maalrly all of them ca. 1856, But their
senfiguration kept changing. Tho wostermmost part of number 16 (mew the car part)
apparently was enca eccupled Uy a three :éstary heuss that matched thoze twe immediately
te the wast; but 2 twe story warchouse or sxtenslon te a wareheuss te the east was
already here by 1884 (SpaWern mep); oimllarly, the ﬁstamost end of this property
(16) was vacant ea, 1850 aceording %o a plat of the city. but was sccupled ¥y 1861
when t he census listed it as slave quartors; (this census does net indicate which
way ’:;e stroct pumeers i - cast or west. so ene has to guess; _also it makes a

gra v errer. Listing all the bulldinzs here as weed - though we know they are Wrick
e



i%ﬁ?ﬂ .h mention in the deeds; the castern mest row ef lildings on Seuth

i ﬁgers were almésst beyond €ou bt mt@thimj evaer Wut wareheuses (eite cotten

| @@é&sionﬂy mentioncd) numver 16 was used for "sterage® instead eof warehousing, ~
-' -ff;?hfa 1884 Sanbern map calls thess mest costern Wwulldings three steried; But they
have Ween reduced to twe Wy 1BB3; paerhpas the disappearance of a distimciive
series of pltehod gakle reofs visille alomg here in the 1872 View of Charleston
gecounts for this roducti-m of floers; they ceuld have gone in the earthquake er

in the cyclone of 188% for that maitter.

If not used for storage, thesa structures were offices fer factors amd steam
ship agents. For example, in 1846, 12 different offices were listed on Adgers
tarf; in 10149; yeu ceuld cateh a steanbest fo New¥ork evcery Saturday from the
and of South Adgers Wharf; and you ceuld leave fer Yav:nnah, every 1lst and 15th
(via Savarmah and Koy West).

Phe wharfs werc now as Crafts Wharfs (after ¥illiam Crafts, nwnéz;) until about
1522 when Artrur Middleton, administrater of the estate of Kathaniel Russell, ought
them as an investhent fer the estate D u@ eventually agquired them for himself.

Ie sold part te James Kamiltem im 1035(I-10,3829 and for a while they were called
Namilton and Co. and Middlebdn and Hamilton's Wharfs; the Adger brothers in the
1aterls30's and carly 1Bi#s began to buy ¢hem al~ out - 4Rei-- trying to get every
. gingle parcel along Woth Norbhand South Adgers Wharfs, (L-11,353: T.10,2485); they
apparently ownsd all preperty ewcewt for the twe three sterev structures that still
gtnad here; in 1085, the shedd-- lock stock hgrral and all preperty to the New
York -nd Charleston Warehouse snd Steamship Havigatirm Ce, (D-20,581; see helfful
plat € 24), partly through Menry R. Talmadge (R-21,522,189L), it eventually went te
the Seuth Czrolime Zewmica- Termimnl Cemvany {R-21,621, 1894), tren to the
Charleston Terminakl ea. (F-2l, 373, 1903). and then to the Uity ef Charleston

EE%%IFHS?. 1922) In 19%7. city council sold theparcel thet includes me. 16 to



¥ Harold Simmons (D-47.563) fEem-whem-IL gud the parcel that centains numker 18
was seld ti Charieston Coenstructers (R-£2-252. D-U7, 511, 1947) whe sold a smaller

plece te Nenry C Cheves III (R-31,163), fuom whom the present owner imherited.




THE JAMES HAMILTON COMPANY BUILDING 1993
16 South Adger’s Wharft

¢. 1850

Home of Mr. and Mrs. George W. Fennell

_ This house is unlike any dwelling on the tour and will delight
the visitor by its imaginative floor plan and handsome decoration.
It is a significant building representing an early effort to
convert a warehouse to a single family residence. Today it is very
fashionable to convert a factory to condominiums. 1In 1948 when
this effect took place, it was unheard of and it set a precedent
that has spread nationwide. This preservation technique is called
adaptive use.

Noted Charleston architect, the late Albert Simons, worked
with the owners to devise a plan that preserved the character of
the buildings while creating a clever and liveable floor plan.
Subsequent owners made further restorations as well and the last
previous owner completed extensive redecoration. The house now has
three full floors. It has, from the top, a clear view of the city
and the harbor which delights the eye.

As the street name indicates, this was the scene of heavy
maritime activity during the 19th century. During the antebellum
period, this wharf was the terminus for James Adger and Company,
which instituted the first steamship line between Charleston and
New York. Today, Adger’s Wharf is divided into two streets called
North Adger’s Wharf and South Adger’s Wharf - which is one of
Charleston’s few remaining cobblestone streets. Both streets are
lined with old warehouses which have been "recycled" as private
residences and offices. Today many of its warehouses are cherished
family residences. Where cargo boats were formerly moored at the
foot of the wharf, one now enters Charleston’s newest recreation
" area, the Waterfront Park.

ENTRANCE HALL

Note the handsome marble floor, installed some years after the
original renovation.

longcase Clock, England, Georgian period, by wWilliam Spratt,
c. 1780, mahogany, all original works

Mirror, English, Regency period, c. 1820, Giltwood and gesso
(Plaster of Paris)




THE JAMES HAMILTON COMPANY BUILDING
16 South Adger’s Wharf
Page 2

DINING ROOM

The mirrored alcove and Palladian inspired wall were also
added in a previous renovation. Most of the furniture is mahogany
period reproduction. Aas visitors walk into the library, point out
the thickness of the walls. This originally marked the separation
of this warehouse from the one adjoining it.

Mirror, English, Chippendale style reproduction, c. 1860-80,
carved giltwood '

Bookcase, English, mahogany, c. 1820, dental cornice, glazed
doors, much of the glass is original, displays Mrs.
Fennell’s collection of oriental porcelain

Chandelier, Venetian glass, c. 1890

Hanging shelf filled with miniature oriental porcelains

LIBRARY

The fireplace wall was designed and installed a few years ago.
The cypress wall panelling dates from the first renovation in 1948.
These furnishings provide a setting for mementoes of their hobbies
and interests. Both Mr. Fennell and his daughter ride with the
Middleton Place Hounds. The son spent time in the safari lands of
South Africa. '

Piano and Rocking Chair are family pieces

Exit by courtyard door. A small space filled with planted
beds, pool and fountain providing peace and beauty of a garden.
The delightful trompe 1l’oeil painting adds another dimension.

WATCH STEP DOWN IN BRICK FLOOR

KITCHEN

This charming country kitchen which was completely gutted and
refitted during renovation, lacks nothing in high tech equipment.
The rich wood cabinets are enhanced by the tile countertops and the
glowing copper hoods of the range and fireplace. The terra cotta
tile floor is punctuated with brightly colored inserts. Visitors
may be invited to glance at the unusual wildlife powder room.

Exit by way of living room courtyard, planted with beds of
blooms, greenery and three more panels of trompe l17oeil paintings.




THE JAMES HAMILTON COMPANY BUILDING
16 South Adger’s Wharf
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LIVING ROOM

Enter door from courtyard. This spacious, bright and striking
room contains paneling and an mantel which were rescued from a
Meeting Street house that was being torn down. This also dates
back to the original renovation. The furnishing is a wonderful mix
of period and reproduction pieces.

Pair of Mirrors, English, Chippendale style, c. 1770,
giltwood, either side of fireplace

Pair of Tables, English, Georgian, c. 1800, with crotch
mahogany tops and original brass

Secretary Bookcase, Regency style, c¢. 1820, inlay on interior,
ogee bracket feet, original glass

Two Plates, blue and white, Staffordshire, on bookcase shelves
On the left is Charleston’s Exchange Building, and the
one on the right is 8.C. state tree, the palmetto.

The Exchange Building - historical scene tray, c. 1825,
by J&W Ridgway of Hanley, England, source of view from
drawing by Joshua Shaw, engraved by W.G. Mason and
published by I.C. Kayser &Co., 1823, RARE to find a
southern scene American Historical Staffordshire ware.

State seal of S.C., by T. Mayer, <. 1829

Pembroke table, Federal style, c¢. 1790, mahogany with
satinwood inlay. Possibly from Charleston.

Bowfront Cottage Chest, English, c. 1800-1820, Thought to
have been cut in half for transportation up a narrow
stairway.

Tripod Dumb Waiter (supper table), English, c¢. 1810, satinwood
inlay, Revolving platform divided into 4 oval sections to
hold plates.

Sconces, Swedish, c. 1890, ormolu with crystal prisms.

Exit by doorway leading to carport.




Sixteen South Adger’s Wharf
Home of Mr. and Mrs. Fred C. Smith, Jr.

Note to Docents

This house is unlike any dwelling on the tour and will delight the
vigitor by its imaginative floor plan and handsome decoration. It is a
significant building because it represents an early effort to convert a
warehouse to a dwelling, a transformation which has been continued by the.
present owners. Today it is very fashionable to "convert" a factory to
condominiums - in 1946 (when this effort first took place) it was unheard of
and it set a precedent that has spread nationwide. Today this preservation
technique is called adaptive use.

The previous owners’ parents, Mr. and Mrs. Harold Simmons vwere
responsible for the initial renovation. Aleong with their neighbors, the
Simmons tackled the challenge of remodelling an abandoned warehouse that had
outlived its original use and was fast approaching "eyesore" status. Working
with the noted Charleston architect, Albert Simons, the previous owners
devised a plan that preserved the character of the buildings while creating
a clever floor plan. The present owners have furthered the restoration with
a recent and extensive redecoration.

History of Adger’s Wharf

Adger’s Wharf: During the antebellum period, this wharf was the terminus
for James Adger and Company, which instituted the first steamship line
between Charleston and New York. One of the finest ships, the James Adger,
happened to be in New York harbor when the Confederate War broke out. It was
confiscated by Union authorities and was used throughout the war by the U.
S. Navy.

After port activities moved up the peninsula, the wharf was abandoned.
Recently, it has been reclaimed as a landscaped park with funds from a
private donor.

Today, Adger’s Wharf is divided into two streets called North Adger’s
Wharf and South Adger’s Wharf - which is one of Charleston’s few remaining
cobblestone streets. Both streets are lined with old warehouses which have

been "recycled'" as private residences and offices. Sixteen South Adger’s
Wharf was one of the first buildings to be converted to a dwelling.

Entrance Hall

The present owners have added the marble floor. On the péinted chest
c. 1850 are a pair of candlesticks from Colefax and Fowler, London.

Wood carving from China, Persian rug, 19th century trumeau mirror

Living Room

Mr. and Mrs. Harold Simmons, who carried out the initial renovation in
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1948 rescued the handsome neoclassical mantel from a Meeting Street mansion
which had been torn down.

Mrs. Smith is an interior decorator by training and chose the soft
yellow and floral chintz from Brunschurg and Fils for the living room.
During recent renovations, the Smith’s created the windows and doors unto the
courtyard where visitors will see the delightful trompe 1‘oceil illusionistic
: paintings of artist Suzanne Bowman. The courtyard bench is a copy of one
'i originally designed by English architect Sir Edwin Iuytens (pronounced Luch-
| ens).
Antiques in the room include:
English toleware tray on stand c. 1850
- Vases with prisms ¢. 1860 from Mrs. Smith’s mother
French clock, 19th century
Lamps made from 19th century Chinese pottery foo dogs
19th century English botanical prints by Joseph Dalton Hooker

Turn of the century sconces

Dining Room

The mirrored alcove and Palladian inspired wall have been added by the
present owners.

Antique Persian Palace Rug
The chandelier was purchased at a local estate sale.
Portrait of owners’ son by Johnston Hagood
Portrait of owners’ daughtér.by Martha Thomas
Note the thickness of walls into library leading into what was once
another separate warehouse,
Library
The fireplace wall of the library was designed and installed by the

present owners. In this courtyard one can see trompe 1l‘oeil latticework and
a door painted by Suzanne Bowman.

The antigue chest on chest is English burl walnut c. 1740

Rug - Heriz
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Lamp and pitcher are antique English Staffordshire pottery c. 1850

The figures of Blackamoors on the mantel are Austrian.

Kitchen

In the redesigned kitchen which was completely gutted and refitted, the
table which measures 7 feet by 30 incles was found in an old store in
Summerville by Mrs. Smith. The pine cupboard is 19th century Irish pine.
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ToProvide Homes

. An extensive brick warehouwse
dating from, before the War Be-
tlleefi-the Stater U belng partiaily
témodeled to provide homes, on
‘South Adger's wharf, overlosking
- { Charleston harbor. One suth dweli-
ing. -No." 10, ls 30 near completion
| that its swners, Mr. and Mra, Honry
1C. Cheves, IIT, have moved in Work
Thas not yet begun on the 'others,
although architect’s plans  have
been drawn for the section just
wedt of No. 10, owned by Mr. and
Mrs. Harold W. Slmmons, Plans for
the rest, owned by Charleston Con-
riructors, Inc, still are Incomplete.
- Mr. Cheves designed hix home
himselt, and Charlestes Construc-
tors, with which he I3 connerted,
cartied out his ldeas Entering by
& hellway from which the staircase
rises, one twrns right into a large
living room with windows on the
street and a fireplace sot with Welah
tilen, An arehway connects this
Toom with the dining room, which
‘hes windows on 3 courtyard. Twin
corner cabinets are built in. This
floor alse has z modernly equipped
Kilchen and furhace raom,
Upstalrs,  the  drawing-room,
;which has wnusually attzactive pro-
‘portlons, overlooks the street and
harbor. Overhepd are  massive
beams, retsined where they were
orlginally but ciled tnd turned to
ia dark kue. The fireplace has Welsh
tiles simllar to those on the floor

ey

SOU‘.I'H ADGER'S WHARF—Two aacent secllotis of the old warehouse on South Adge

Wn above,

. 'Henry -C. Cheves, I, for their dwelling,
Mr. and Mre. Hareld W, Simmons, where work has not yet begun,

ear ihe water, sre built on high ground.

Ry KITTY RAVENEL

below. Opposite, on.the west wall
are bookshelves and & bullt-in gun’
ense with ‘s giass door. The. wells
afe 8 light green, with the shelves
and baseboard & darker tons of
green. The ficor is'of wide tibers,
plantd and waxed. .

. The three bedrooma have ample
cloget zpace. The child's bedroom
also has shelves and lockers for
tays. A large linen closet opens inte
tbe holl Ome bath -mlready ls in-
stalled and apace 13 reserved for
another to be added later.

Back of the houxe ir 2 courtyard
with n large tree, shut off from
the ouiside world by the walls of
the warehouse which forms «
hollew  rectangle between MNorth
and South Adgers wha¥. The
courtyard will be shared by the
Cheves house zand the next apart-
ment, ax yel unremodeled, to its
east. . .

The -sectlon west of the Cheves
heouse, belonging 1o Mr, and Mrs.
Simmans, hes an B-fost front, 60
feet of which 51 covered with
stucco, and runa beck about 53 teet,
Albert Slmons, of Simons & Lap~
ham, architects, hag prepared plang
and specifications, which include
eutting out a piece on the north-
west for & garden. On the south-
west & portion will be removed to
Provide a porch. While the urched
windows of the gtrpet facade up-
slalrz provadly wiil be squared off

The op view shows the part just remodeled hy M, Mre,

Work I still, progeessing. Below s shewn the portlon: owned by
The ‘houses have & view of

(Slaff Photos by Reilly).

Extensive Brick Warehouse Being Remodeled
onSouth Adger’s Wharf

to give mare light, the' fouf arches

whar
r. and Mrs,

the harbor

:

M
i1
3
i
downutairs wre to bg presarved,)
Those at the ands “will be ﬂtteﬂi
with wrought.feon gaics, the wesi-]
eIt on¢ entering the porch. | :
The heuse will contain & center
hall end winding staizcase, u large:!
dining room, & Living room 16 by 30
feet, with old paneliog and mentel
from a Charleston mansion which
na longgr- stands, and a morning
Teom with cypress | panaling and
cesemént windews bpening on the
Earden. There will be taree bed-
Toomd, including & saster bedraom
measuring 14 by d0°feet; two baths,
and a glassed porch upstairs, Ths'
living foorm snd mornlng room will*
ba connecled by  door similar 1o’
some at Fenwick hall, eut in the'
wall without interrupting  the
paneling, - oL
Pluns for the rest of ihe bullding
are not yet settied. Chatleston
Consiructors, which hes lts oltice
in the east ond of the building,
may possibly move i t0 rzke an
apartement fo rent, & spokesman for
the company asid. . .
““There ere no - vaeancles" he

L Ore

added , - ‘

The company bought the ware.
house lest year from the Port Utlli-
ties commlssion, 1t Iz believed to be
at least 100 . ypary old.. Two ahell
fragments from the bombardment
of Charleston, in the War Betwaen -
the Stales, have been Tfound in
Jolaty, . )

T

3
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Streets and Structures

Robert P. Stockton

Adger's Wharf

Adger's Wharf is one of the several streets in the made
land to the east of East Bay Street, which stll carry the names
of wharfs. Adger's Wharf began its history as a "low water
lot" (land exposed at low tide) belonging to Robert Tradd and
situated across Bay Street (now Eagt Bay) from his residence
at Tradd and the Bay. Robert Tradd, a son of Richard Tradd
and, according to tradition, the first English child born in
South Carolina, died in 1731, bequeathing the "Water Lott" to
Jacob Motte and his children. Motte was for many years the
Public Treasurer of South Carolina and was also a prominent

‘C merchant, a sometime partner of James Laurens {(brother of Hen-
ry Laurens). He built on Tradd's low water lot a large wharf
known as "Motte's Wharf” or "Motte's Bridge." Buildings on
Motte's Wharf included a “scale house,” where items were weighed,
and which apparently was large enough for Motte to locate his
office and store there after the great fire of 1740.

North of Motte's Wharf, which later became known as Ad-
ger 's South Wharf, was Greenwood's Wharf, which later became
known as Adger's North Wharf. Greenwood, a British merchant
in Charles Town, was one of the consignees of tea taxed under '
the Tea Act of 1773. Under pressure, he and the other conglign-
ees allowed local authorities to store the hated tea in the
basement of the Exchange. '

To the south of Motte's Wharf, at the foot of Tradd Street,
was a site set aside for public use. The 1739 map called the
“Ichnography of Charles-Town at High Water," shows the Exchange,

I . with a courtroom above it, on the site. Later, a market was
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built on the site, which Charles Fraser remembered as a "low
wooden building." Subsequently, the market was removed and
the site vecame part of the right of way of South Adger ‘s
Wharf.

By the end of the 18th century, both Motte's and Green-
Wood's Wharfs had been acquired by william Crafts, and were
known as Crafts' North and South Wharfs. The wharfs were
acquired in 1822 by Arthur Middleton, as administrator of the
estate of Mathaniel Russell; later Middleton acquired them for
himself. In 1835 he sold part to James Hamilton, and for
a4 time the wharfs were known as Hamilton & Co., and Middleton
& Hamilton's Wharfs. Middleton was one of the Middletons of
Middleton Place., Hamilton was Intendant of Charleston, Govern-
or of South Carolina, a general and a leader of the Nullifiers,

In the 1830s and '40s the wharfs were acquired by James
Adger & Co., and became the southern terminus of the first
steamship line between Charleston and New York. The lucra-
tive line helped James Adger to become, allegedly, +the rich-
est man in South Carolina. One of Adger & Co.’'s best ships,
the James Adger, happened to be in New York harbor when the
Civil War broke out. The ship was confiscated by Union author-
jties and used throughout the war by the United States Navy.

Over the years, substantial brick buildings were con-
structed lining the streets known as Adger's North and South
Wharfs. The Sanborn insurance map of 1884 indicates that
Adger & Co.'s office was at 90 East Bay, while the buildings
on the south side of North Adger's Wharf and north side of
South Adger's Wharf were cotton warehouses. The brick range
on the north side of North Adger's Wharf also housed warerooms
for cotton on the first level, with brokers' offices above.

After port activities moved up the peninsula, the wharfs
were abandoned and the bulldings converted to residential and
office use.’

South Adger 's Wharf is one of Charleston's few remaining




cobblestone streets (others being Chalmers and Gillon streets
and Maiden Lane). The granite base of Adger's South Wharf,
where the Adger ships formerly docked, still projects into the
Cooper River and has been made into a public park. . .

(Stockton, DYKYC, Oct. 8, 1973. ___ , "Rainbow Row.,"
Greene, unpub. MS. Rogers, Charleston in the Age of the Pinck-
neys, 1%, 43, 56. Fraser, 32-33. Stoney, N&C, April 13, 1958.
"Ichnography,"” 1739. “Ichnography,"” 1788. Bridgens & Allen
Map, 1852. Sanborn Map, 1884.)

Alexander Street

Alexander Street originally extended from Boundary (now
Calhoun) to Chapel Street and was laid out as part of the
suburb of Mazyckborough in 1786, It was mamed for Alexander
Mazyck, developer of the suburb. Middle Street, in Gadsden's
Middlesex, between Laurens and Boundary streets, was made part
of Alexander Street in 1903. The east end of Judith Street
in Wraggborough became part of Alexander Street in the 1880s.’
( "Streets of Charleston.")

5 Alexander St. -- This three story clapboard single house was
built about 1813 by Simon Jude Chancognie, French consul
and merchant.. The interior has fine Adamesque woodwork
and an interesting, graceful stair. The roofline wag re-
modeled in the late 19th century. Chancognie also built
the house around the corner at 48 Laurens St.

(Thomas, DYKYC, Dec. 7, 1970.)

6 Alexander St. -- Francis Nelson, a ship's carpenter, built
this house sometime after purchasing the site in 1799,
It remained in his family until 1853. This is a varia-
tion of the single house, unusual in that there is no
central hall and the fenestration on the piazza side is
unusual.
(Stockton, DYKYC, Feb, 20, 1978.)
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