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Thomas Rivors, Sr. ownecl much of
which stopoed beinB water and I.râ s

tbe land betweon StoIIs ÁI1ey end Water Street _

mâde into e street ca. 1/pO. fn B-9, Z l,larch
1818' Rivers I executors eowey the property to the son, arso named lbonns. rt is
)2 feer arong water street and it e)'t.ads back to sto.ls Arley anrr al0ng that Arley
for 190 feet' ry A-9'r anrr p-g,lrr, I'tromas's b¡others signed over therr interests
in that parcel. On I March fBlB, thisDronâs, .lesdribed as fornerly of p¡¿yl¡¡s¡6s

RI now of Charleston, gentleman, sold a plece of the lot !2r along l¡/ât,er streot ,

778 ¡+tt along the back líne (not stretching es far back as Stol_Is ¡IIey) to trlanöl.s
saltus (Y-8'86: $6'000). sartus put tbts in the hanrr of trustees ror his craughùur
susan Ann Lubbock (c-ç'409; 24 Jury 1g1g). fbere w,rs no provislon rn that instrurmnt
al owing the trustess to sel_I _ so it took an act of the llaster, plus Saltus to
sell it to Ìrrilrian Eurgoyne. (x-g,66¡ z? Nov. rg2ri g6,ooo); Burgo),n e harr arso ourchaserì
the property to the east (now no. z water street). lre sofc both pnopertles to otis
l'lills (12' 13 Jan. 18-e2; C-Io, B?; $1o,5go). The cropertf was desciibed as the 1ot
of land at the orner of East Dey and r¡Iat er with the türo stooey brick house on it -
pl-us the fot imnediately to the west; nention is nade of the two rots and one houseì
Äll- in all' Mllrs bought f?'1r-'g " arong water street (EJÊ feet of it treing tbe corner
Iot; the other 92.3,8'r being the lot traced so far. ) Otis tlli11s sol_d off the r^restern
rnost 44$ of the 1ot (that being the propertyrs curreut dimension) _ the rernaÍnins 13.ì

feet cornprises the present no. Z weter.,When Mil_ls solcl this to Ja¡res Channan, the
¿¿s6npanying plat showed a house on the lot (D_Io,399; $Z,OOO; f3 June Ig32). Another

snalrer p10t (showed on såÍe plat) r'ras rater convyorì by Milrs to %anrnan too (E-10,
52 ; 21 l{cv r)iz r the descrint ion in the rrde.r saþs vanrierhonst st- an oþlous error_
It was va¡{6¡horrrst property wrrlcìr butted it). Tn a surt against the chanrnan hlers, the
Master sold the oropertv (ran'r buirrìings and imorovements) to Rosalie Ra yrn ond hhite
(ht-lE' i5r; Ç Jur;¡ ì-BBB; g¿r,ooo) wbrte sord off a smalf oieco along the back l.ine to
ElÍzabeth Hulet glvlng the proporty its present shbpo (D_22, Z92i ? Nov.1906; $ltoo).



BJ¡ wilr dated g Feh. LÌSJ and probeted 15 M,rch rgl) (?20-14), !ühtte left the
house to her son Taveau Rayrnon d, with folrowrng restrrction.s: .'partment no. l uas
for use or suooort o'f her daugher Roso Ra)¡nonrr Good 

'0ørbr€d; 
Apartment 6 was forMrs White rs 

friend -that r s what he ls callecl _ R æ_ Ârthur l,furray Banson. The
bullding was known as tbe Ra¡rrnond .{partrnents. Whon the othe¡ hèirsdied, G66{þ¡s¿
sold to John E. Wu1ber¡ anCllbleno. Wulbern (brother and sister) (T_g7, ZJ9t J ytay
L967 | i24,5oo). !{hon John died, þ wl ll- (?L_jos\ his half interest went one harfto hls sister (who then or^med three forths) and theoüher hâlf of his haff intsrest
to his nephehrc, roho solrl to their aunt (U_IOI..Z54; 6 June ]I9?Z; üt ); she died
29 Âpr'l lggr (gr-456) ând her executor sold to Alanson B. öoughton and his
wife Eil,tie F., the current lpgJ oroners (f_:r}? i 269; $3o9,ooo i 25 Jan. I9g20.



FRiANCIS SÀTTUS HOUSE
6 Water Street
Before 1818
Home of the Reverènd and Mrs. Alanson B. Houcrhton

1991

The generaJ- architectural appearance of this Ïrouse and the
scale of the building suggest an early 19th century date, but Èhe
recorded deeds and conveyances place the date anywhere from 1818
to 1840. It would have been impossible to build on this site
before the fírst decade of the 1800's when Water Street was still
a tidal stream and the constant flooding prevented any development
of residential properties. Circumstantial evidence suggests that
the builder was Francís Saltus, who purchased the land from the
Rivers faniJ-y in 1818 and put it in ttusÈ for his married daughter
Susan Ann Lubbock. Saltus sold the property in 1821 to fÍilliam
Burgoyne who owned the adjacent property at the corner of Wat'er
StÌeet and EasÈ Battery, now #2 Iüater Street. This entire
property rûas then sold in L832 to Otis MiIIs, a weal Èhy
entrepreneur and financie! who deveJ-oped the original- MiIIs house,
one of the grand hotels of pre-Civil War CharJ-eston. MiJ-J-s
maintaíned his residence on lf€|eting Streêt, so it is assumed that
he held this property for investment and rental income. During
the later decades of the 19th century, the house was converted to
a tenement and by the early part of this century it had been
carved into 10 apartrnents. It was purchased in the 1960's by the
Wulbern famiJ-y who began the first renovation of the site. In
recent years it has become the home of the Reverend and Mrs.
Alanson Houghton who have completed the restoration of the site.

Eederal details to point out on the piazza: the delicate door
surround and sha]-]-ow arches between the slender columns.

The child's rocker (blue wooden boat) is from Gloucester,
Mass. The Houghton's have coJ-lected many animals you will enjoy
from the bristled hedgehog here, to the piglets at the exit.

HAI.L: For you:r information, or if asked

In the hal-l on the pine bench are wonderful soft sculpture
dolls. Over ttre bench are 19th century chinese temple carvings.
On the table is a cross section boat modeL.

DRAVIING ROOM: When this house was first renovated and returned to
a singJ-e faniJ.y dwelling, the ovrners found that much of the
interior detai1 had been rernoved and discarded. They chose to
replace the missing woodwork with period ornamentation that
refJ-ected the approximate date of the trouse and matched the scal-e
of the rooms. The mentel in this room rÍas found in Scotland and
is characteristic of the high styJ.e orna¡nentation of the early
1800rs. The shelJ- and rice motifs are certairrly appropriâte. The
furnishings he¡e and througrhout the l¡ouse are inherited family
pieces, and selectíons that the owners have collected fro¡n several
distinct periods of English and Arnerican decorative arts.

I
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DRAVÍING ROOM:

The paintinçt over the mantel is by Mississippi artist Theora
Hamblett, a folk painter whose work is admired for its

sincerity and bold use of color.
Over Èhe 17th century English tab]-e to the right is a

portrait of Mrs. Iloughton's mother by Ðudley E"ulton.
The Oushak carpet has the same soft colors as the curtaíns.
There is a massive pair of George II style armchairs, one on

each side of the sofa. Burled walnut?
The carvings over the sofa are 19th century Chinese.
On the left is a very unusuaL chiLd's desk, c. !710, English,

with fitted dra¡¡er and compartments.
Between the windows on the street side, and over the English

lowboy, c, !760, is a pastel beach scene by local
artist ,fohnson llagood,

Tucked in the corner to the left are s¡nall works by Victor
Hugo and UtriIIo .

To the right ís a Rodin drawing,

Interesting siJ-ver presentation pieces were given to Mr.
Houghton's grandfather, Ambassador to the Court of St. Jarnes and
also to Germany. (Get Mrs. Houghton to show you which is which.
She may decide to show a Charleston made silver cup, or may have
put it away. )

Also, be sure to notice the Regency architect's chair, with
work surface that pops up and swivels around.
And to the right of the mantel, a handdome mahogany cal¡inet

on chest, English, ceorge lLI., c. 7770,
Visitors will be interested in the Steuben glass. In this
room point out the frog prince, and the lion on the table in

front of the sofa.

ÐINING ROOM:

Hanging on tÌ¡.e left is a painted J-eather screen with scenes
from Aesop's FabLes .

Over another wonderful Scottish mantel is a watercolor by
Rhett Thurmond.
The portrait of Mrs. Houghton with her daughter, Elaine, is

by Míssissippi artíst Marshall Bouldin.
On eithe¡ side of the mantel are continental arnrchairs, Louis XV,

with original needlepoint uphoJ-stery, c. 1750 .

The Hepplewhíte sideboard, American, c. L19O, was a gift to
the Houghtons from his parishioners at the Chureh of Èhe
I{eavenly Rest in New York City.



ERJA}ICIS SALTUS HOUSE
6 Vlater Street
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DINTNG ROOM:

The view from this room yÍas enhanced by the unfortunate J-oss
of Èrees betúreen here and the harbor duríng the storm.

Under the window, the clay scuJ-pture of this house is by
South Carolina artist Claire Scurry. There are other conterrporary
clay fantasy pieces ín the drawing room and in the family room..

KITCHEN / FAMITY ROOM:

The player piano is a favorite of Mr. Houghton's. À¡ound the
room are many photographs of fanily and friends, more contemporary
art, and memorabilia including the 'IA. B. Houghton for senator,"
placard which refers to Mr. Houghton's grandfather, for whom he
was named.

Visitors should walk through the kitchen and continue
CAREE UT.LY down the back stairs. You may peek into Mrs. Houghtonrs
õ=?EEe ñ the dependency to the rear. -rã trre garden docents wiJ-L
point out the fragile looking maidenhair fern (which thrives in
spite of the salt water from hurricane llugo ) and the sharp spined,
yellow blooming baÌberr1r and pyracantha at the foot of Èhe front
steps.


