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- ThlS paper should be v1ewed as a rough deSbrlpt:bn 6f”the
twork ‘completed as of_August.-1991._ ot an analysis-of -
: ecovered but only an outllne of 1nf0rmat10n coverlng

,storlc




The purpose of'thls proqect was' to monltor the excavatlons

:'fffunder and around ‘the Nathanlel Russell House,;Sl Meetlng Street

'Charleston, South Carollna,‘ nd salvage what artlfacts and 1nfor*i;gti
'”mation_that were uncovered. The soil was removed by James Meadors;frf
ons ct'on crew’ 1n order to 1nstall & new cllmate ‘control systemf:f;
7;.for_t e house.- The areas excavated were determlned by the engl- '

”ﬁ'gneers and contractors, not by any archaeologlcal meth;ds'except

’*cd'accordlng to the. specifications and tlme constraints of. the.
T contractors plans therefore, the data reCOVQTEd are n°ti;n

'?:75011 to be dry screened in a standard 1/4 1nch mesh screen.

':~_for a test square under the kltehen house (009) - The. workprs'who gt}'
”“rexcavated the 3011 were not. trained archaeologlsts and worked"

:great detall and statements concernlng the data must remaln
”'extremely COnservatlve.ij

o Sell was removed by hand troWel beneath an__by_fhovel out‘ de”lz“°
”_'the heuse. Flve gallen dry wall buckets were used te carry ‘the
The

-provenience was recorded as accurately as- the work speed and;
':style'would allOW.. Mapplng 1s, therefore, 1naccurate r*h, R
locatlons Were altered to accomodate changlng needs and 31tuatlonsff;g
: as determined by the contractors and englneers.'" o

EVery effcrt wag:




. but in 0O5 up “to. 30 ‘inches were removed in some sectlons;
~Hf8011 removed was dry screened and the backflll removed

‘7sandy loam W1th very Tittle erganlc compostlng 1n ev1denoe, In. .
-005 the 3011 Was stalned black hy coal ‘that was apparenf_y stored

Vrthere. No recent soil dlsturbanoe below 81x 1nches Was dlscovered

"galthough con31derable surface ruttlng due- to prev1ous work was

"“af;fseen throughout.i The soxl surface undulated sometlmes touchlng

_ :the 301st bottoms 1n some areas and 1n others the surface was ‘as l s

. much as 40 inches below the 301sts.5 Except 1n 002 and 005, the;ffs*}ﬂ
'h@untrenched areas remaln as they were found 05 e
?surface was removed to a depth 1evel w1th the top of the_concrete

i T

this site. Further analy51s of the data reCovered is strongly
"prencouraged. SN |

“The work at the h0use can best be descrlbed by d1v1d1ng 1t

'°f:1nto three parts: “The main house, Xitchen house, and ‘the out31deigf_:_
;{trenches._ Each Wlll be’ dlscussed separately.

The exoavatlon under the maln house, ‘which for our purposes

ﬁllh”wlll 1nclude the 1908 annex, was done ‘to allow duct work and" SRS
- access way 0 be placed for the climate control SyStem- gThelhﬂfa~ffjf
"”Tgspec1flcatlons called for 5011 to be ‘removed-to & depth of 36 iy
' inches. from- bottOm of “the JOlsts and 24 1nches W1de._ These _t. fhi |
”'}ffdlmen31ons varled due to unexpected condltlons and worker es,ama—f
Lfi:tlon-r_ rtlfacts recovered are of unknown placement W1th1n these R
'”)'constralnts.' In some areas (002 and 005) the surface was sorapedf;ffa;
-*f_-u31ng rakes.'and all artlfacts Were recovered W1thout exact locatlons
inoted All ‘other excavatlon Was done W1th a hand trowel.;" '

The soll beneath the maln house was a unlform yellow orange

retalnlng wall.: In 002 less than lO 1nches was remoVed throughout'*ﬁ'
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,5011 separatlng the upper yellow/orange from a yellow sandy loam -
| _iW1th many 1arge orange concretlons., ThlS lower 1ayer appears:jrr{u?df
o sterlle.; 1 interpret thr | . ay
-f;level, or p0331bly an earller stage of f111 not related tofcon-.-

_sstruotlon.quhe 4hin ash ;ens:may e ev1dence of "

'growth on the 1ot before‘consfructlon, but it 1s”'“'

_,_bottle glass and VEry few table glass fragments. Of nOtable exw_ff“'

'fceptlon to. thls.were the leather shoe fragments found near the
_'fuisurface 1n 003 Another artlfact of 1nterest 1s a bone ornament
f;f}found in- OOlTRA.od;_-f'~ o S _

The archltectural artlfacts appear to con31st of ObJeCtS'-T

':related to the exlstlng etructure. Slate,_brlck and nalls are
_'nivery common along with some plaster.r I found no reason to Suppose
'1;xgthat these artlfacts orlglnate 1n a prev1ous atructure.;,;;.u

’rally the ‘artifacts p01nt to the soil as being fill

aflggbrOughtrln durlng oonstructlon._ Early maps of thls area_lndlcate'icb
"that the ground was 1ow and fill would be needed for any}tf

_betantlalub

"by construction.' Stratigraphy seema to conflrm thls..;Atﬁ_ LU
:flnterSectlon of 001TRA and OOITRB ~8011 was removed. toa depth .- o
'_below the bottom'of the foundatlon (seo proflle E) No bullder‘”

”“nd there Was g’ thln 11ne of carbon stalnedF’

_glower 1evel”to be the orlglnal ”_ilfﬁﬂﬂ

a"urnlng of

*“ff;to indlcate the burnlng”of a previous structure..JT

o fi1l ‘was. brought iAo
‘ﬁ“de9081ted artlfacts from elsewhere along Wlth constructlon debrls'”
 2from thlB 31te. It could be viewed thatlf
'jgof the house is a bullders trench”

;durlng construotlon, bearlng'some preV1ously*

eﬂentlre crawl spacef

oncurate excavatlon around



: ;@;f

It should be noted that a large number of 1ntact brlcks and

f?;f 1arge brlck fragments litter the basement area., These brlcks all'fijﬂ7

'31seem to be from the exlstlng house and the plpe runnlng across

_.ﬁdlfOOBA ‘The foundatlon has had many 590t1°ns removed in the past
'*'fwith more belng removed by the Meadors crew. All 1ntact brlcks

' were saved The large plpe runnlng through the basement is. 1o

'f'rlonger in use.; It may once have functloned as partﬁof the hcuse,jf

t;"but 1ts~purpose and Orlgln was not determlned W1th1n the scope 51]5:5_

"ttiof th1s prOJect.n,.--'5V3'

ko the Tand fill ‘and construction processes.

Overall llmited ‘use. of these areas by the re31dents 1s AT
"fapparent .W1th most of the data recovered appearlng o be relatedif“:*

_ The 1908 annex also sh0wed very 11ttle other act1v1ty beyond]fit;&
its construction.: Mest artlfacts related: to the construction S

'“:;l-.of elther the annex or the maln house.; Soil color and texture

"hjf,_contalned no- artlfacts.- The clstern was: not damaged"lngany way
"Qby the work.z | 80 e

"7ﬁffma1n house . Excavatlon in this area con31sted ‘of an entrance pit

.o_“]The lccatlon of the surface artlfacts was lost in. the raklng
"sz'process, as’ well as the depth cf the artlfacts found_ln.the'en
iijndtrance plt. Alsc related to thls area was an L L
__Q;;{trench running from themarchway west to Ollfto J

;w1th a manhele access near the cut51de door._ Thls was uncovered .Qf;_i
_when the floor was removed. The tank stlll holds Water,ibut it

The kltchen bulldlng crawl space was very dlfferent from thena

"3fdto allow access through the southwest archway, done W1th troWels,?h
| and a general 1eve11ng ef the soil beneath,the bulldlng us1ng '.;
*rakes.” All 5011 was dry screened us1ng a standard 1/4 1nch mesh:



30 inches. A row of subsurface brlcks was found runnlng parallelf{-'
~to the. k1tchen 1k 1nches from the wall and approxlmately 6 1nches'l
's-down, 1ay1ng horlzontally ThlS 1s probably a dlsused garden ""ﬂ-lt
'Jf;boundry._ Artlfact dens1ty was medlum in thls trench W1th the;”-"'
-if501l belng very disturbed to approximately 20 1nches._ R
| _The p1t in 011 had a soil color much’ 11ke under the maln f~¥ f
'F;house wf'h a llght scatter of'artlfacts and some quantlty of 11mefa;_
in chi :'Thls is. not a privy and ig 11ke1y f111 and remnants of fj.*
';mortar maklng durlng constructlon._ This was used to support o

e an concrete ‘slab, and the £ill" Seems approprlate.;_f

Beneath the kltchen house (009) “in the entrance p1t the

rdfw?fFartlfact scatter was very dense and the s011 a rlch black 1o**ffipi;n
'”"fijhe artlfacts were largely of a kltchen mldden type...a hlgh con-?j“

”t_fin most areas, probably ow1ng to the 1nsta11at10n of extra support

”';largely of. brlck ceramlcs, and bones (81%) 1 Much of the surface_

11Hrcaused by the support 1nsta11at10ns.

'“f_fa 5 foot by (3 foot test square (at NOS-lO-EOO 05 W1th the 00 datum
. . being the southwest corner of the crawl’ space.

"jF:ng thought that further_constructlon under the.kltchen may make

'fcentratlon of bone, bottle giass and kitchen and table ceram_ncs ST
7d(53%). There wasg. also a large amount of constructlon’debris"f']ffdff
“In the entrance p1t ‘a. grey mortar and rubble 1ayer{at apprOX1mate1y ’
30 1nches deep and 1/2 inch wlde was present and tapered : rto the

efrnorth.- The top 12 1nches of s01l appeared to have been dlsbur"ed

",1rods and JOlStS 1nstalled recently.x No other dlsburbed stratlgraphy=e
Cwas seen in the entrance plt and the bottom of thr artlfact bearlng g
”3011 was not Found. - e | N B '

The surface scatter of artlfaets Was also very dense cons1st1ngp

:a*artlfacts appear to have been brought up by the surface dlsturbance

. The. den31ty and apparent depth of the artlfacts led me to dlgﬂ

See blueprlnt coples);
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T The square was dug by zones and leVels.‘ A zone was deflned as'fs
.fa dlstlnot 5011 change and a level was 3 1nches, unless precluded

:rTﬁ_tby a zone change-r There were 4 zones and ll levels._ Zone l had

f“-u levels w1th the flnal level belng 4 1nches thick in. order to
l_lnclude the trans1t10n to Zone 2 whlch ‘had only 1 1eve1 Zone 3

"';Thad 4 1evels and Zane 4 had 2. At the 1ntersectlon of Zones 3 and'J"

Ty the water table was struck and all further excavatlon was under

'_‘standlng water, for lack of a pump. The artlfacts and - dark 5011
'Rcﬁicont;nued past Zone o, level 2, but’ further excavatlon became

'f“flmposs1b1e A wet summer may have worsened the 51tuatlon.:

A dry
'_season could allow further work.; A core sample was taken u51ng a

?{f_;l 5. 1nch PVC plpe. T 1nﬂicated that the artlfacts and da k 3011

"contlnued for 1. 5 1nches and was above at least 14 1nches of
'yellow clay mottled with orange.‘ The foundatlon wall co" m o
below. Zone 4, leVel 2 but it could not be determlned to what depth S

"“1t contlnued.

The only posslble feature was found 1n Zone l 1evel.27( ee

| 'f;proflle F) It contalned 11ghter soil W1th decayed mortar ‘and - T
. brick’ fragments. Thls probably related to a: falrly recent con-,'-7'37

.xihfito a depth of 14 inohes.-ﬂ.u e

'lf'struction, p0531b1y the newer supports.pwhlch were set in cement

_ Wlthout g01ng 1nto a detalled ana1y51s of the square, 1t was
';jfapparent that “the area under the kitchen was used. alternately i

”“7;_3as a-storage and dlsposal area._ The rlch ‘soil and. denSltY of

_kltchen debrls makes this obV1ous.: Large amountsrof coal were

'f;}ﬁAfound from Zone 2 to Zone 3,.leve1 4, W1th a llght scatter of - coal
ﬁ;f’lthroughout.; The coal was found 1n 1arge blocks of several pounds




: Overall the kitchen house basement is fa1rly clear 1n soms _
p_of 1ts uses. Dlsposal of kltchen waste ‘in Structures such as thls

.f”5g1s common durlng thls perlod and coal Was used for heat and storage-
f'beneath structures was common. The work planned by the englneers l"

'should not destroy or damage any more than ‘the entrance plt and: at
most 12 1nohes of 5011 1n other areas._ It w111 however, obstruct

"fthe area and may preVent future work It 1s hoped that the data

;«_fto salvage what informatlon I could w1thout belng preparedf”

"'recovered from. thls square proves useful to future researchers,fipyfhf
L The excaVatlons in the drlveway and parklng Lot were. ‘not _is;fyf}
_'-cussed w1th e untll the work ‘had begun. 1 was, 'therefore forced -

"{:was carrled out at great speed by a crew of up to 25 workers dlgg e

”'k*made screenlng 1mp0531b1e.; I did my.. best to search the back

 with: shovels ‘and plok axes.: The speed of work and volume of 50115]->ﬁ

_:o,and 1nstruct the untrained workers to alert me to thlngs of 1nterga-.

'TV[._Mapplng was often reduced to estlmatlon, due to the volume
"'comlng_lnf

fr;WaS no alternative.,hjjfa

_;was taken after work Jqua S
ufbefore sunset, w1thout help.a One hundred feet were plotted accurately

as well as- sectlons from other parts of the ‘trenc ;, As: foundatlons"f
:were uncovered I trled to photograph and measure.what I could before:
they Were destroyed.; It must be remembered that all of the data v
'3_I recovered was taken under poor condltlons 1n great haste.- Thereﬁfﬁ'

t onoe;'and stratlgrap_

As. stated before;'no;prec1se provenlenoe was determlned ;and

*jdthe s01l was not screened‘ but a large number of artlfacts were R

-;recovered Most that were ‘saved were domestlc or bone, but there ﬁ“”'
was a large number of archltectural remalns found that were not :

':Zﬁkjcollected due te tlme and resource con31derat10ns. Most artlfacts

'ﬁg:3context prevents more speclflf'

L':;appear t6 be related +to-the standlng structure, although ‘loss of

) _llnkage.; The s01l was already dls4
'”;turbed in’ the central sectlon of the eastwest trench dOWn to 24



'L,-tfeﬁah varied from'placehto'place. (See blueprint for approxlmatefﬁ‘
'.location Y The trench in the parking 1ot ran as planned -
| Several structures of 1nterest were. uncovered during the T

h~¥fexcavaticn. The pr1n01pa1 feature of note Was the aformentioned

”lidrops 1nto a.reotangular ba81n as described before,_but"

';'}and only allows a trikle of water'ever 1te top where it flllS
) _Second chamber before 1t can draln through the outflow.z_Each

'lsewer plpe. Tt 1s ‘@ hand 1ard brick pipe u31ng a cla381c keystonej'_
arch for support With at least 3 catch basins of brlck and stone.:”;f
}The plpe ‘runs parallel to the standing structure and is: graded e
ftowards the street.; The two catchment ba51ns furthest from thef{:p{

"street are cf a simple design whereby water is. slowed by enfi' ng

'pipe entrance._
 the last before 1t Jolned a larger system) 1s more comple

S oa plpe for the outflow, a vertlcal slate slab cuts off the flow

~ basin has a removable stone slab, on top: for cleanlng., Th
_;system»was 1eft as found and will Ye restored at a“future;date.f

_pFurther study should ‘be done at that tlme as a detailed examinatloni:i
'was not in the scope of thls prOJect : R .

| Slx other briek struetures were found 1n the trenches _ -
straight wall foundatlons and a curved row of bricks were unco'eredf&;

-'.liln the: north end of the eastwest trench (see sheet c-1). Each““'

:appeared contenporary with the house and probably relate t"

isstable or. outbullding complex.. The curved wall purpose couldinot S
be. ascertained.- Two' sections of wall foundaticn are. still attachedi_f

'f,»tto the house..W1th the third poss1b1y connected as well._;,na;~~.,;ﬂ*

In the southwest End Of the trench, a wall foundation wWas’ un—;hﬂi

'?ﬁ'i;covered that appears to have once been attached to the property"

‘*i;llne wall.

| _ Also in. this seotion a corner to a; foundatlonrwds
-[uncovered but left undisturbed ThlS appears to be part of a
free standlng structure'

'hat may have remained unimpacted 51nce
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None of the stated foundatlons Was destroyed although some
_}brlcks were removed to accomodate the COhdUlt..w"

The artlfacts in the eastweet trench are typlcally domestlc

:J”fand archltectural, wlth no partlcularly outstandlng or’ unusual

.;pleces, although ‘the quantltyJWas great The northsouth sectlon

‘"-f y1e1ded very 51n11ar artifacts as well aa a horse'shoe'and two

;5p0331b1e barn door style hlnges. A detalled analy31s of" a11
-artlfacts is encouraged. _ ff. T ;”__ '._ﬁ. L i

._' “The overall 1mpact of the excavatlons both out51de;and under—-:a‘

51?neath the atructure 1s not as great as it 1n1t1ally appeared

ri.None of the trenches was W1de enough to severely damage future BRC R
7'1nvest1gat10n except for the drlveWay trench. ThlS trench;:how-o“”'y
lever,_altered.301ls that appear to have been dlsturbed repeauediy

ewas not already damaged What foundatlon sectlons found 1n thls
“trench’ ‘that. were removed was only b 4o 8 brlcks.i_Most of the
3011 under the house remalns 1ntact and the maln_alteratlon.,jﬂf
'llmlted accese, whlch may serve to protect the 31te.f_eA;ﬁ, ST
e It should be noted hQWever, that 1t was only good fortune
'that prevented a terrlble 1oss of hlstorlc 1nformatlon._ It 1s
7prudent 1n hlstorlc areaa such as penlnsular Charleston to engage o
Tarchaeologlcal oonsultation or testing before plannlng is completed:ﬂﬁ
_ - In aummary, thls proaect wae succeasful 1n recoverlng and S
';fpreserV1ng artlfacts uncovered by general contractors._ The art;fact7f

' ‘fcumstances, and unnecessary damage W&S prevented in the exca#atlonS{i:
_h-eAnaly51s of the artlfacts recovered Should be Completed E




*”;:jﬁndro;LIST.

B #15F'#8:;anstwest trench proflles f”%r'
| ~#9  Curved wall e T
k._ #10—#l2ijSouthwest Wwall contlnuation .
E'ifﬂ#13—#14yj Northsouth trench praflle R
“"f?#lS—#léﬁiﬁPatlo wall cantinuatlon ij R
| #l?;f(COrner of. undlsturbed structure:‘f*;._ﬁﬁf'f
S  #18_ffAccess to- 001 R
, '7#19f#2171;clstern PR -
 ?,'#22¥#35Wj"Eastwest trench profiles s ' -
. #36-#41  Novthsouth trench preflles (sectlons}
- ;#42-#45@7 Northsouth wall sections SR
o #hé{E]COrner of undlsturbedzstructuref-.U-’”
e '#47~#55*2“Eastwest wall sections 'f*:”"'
; .'_""_"#56-#?3' '.; Sewer- Line. L
. #74-#82 overall shots
| #83-484 001

. See blueprint copies and soil profiles for further details, =




 P1ease contact me,:Charles F T Andrus (Fred) at (803) ?66 3783?é?;

_:x;er 11 North Hampton Drlve, Charleston, South Carollna 29407,

if: further 1nformat1cn is neeﬁed i W1ll gladly help pursue
‘;;any fUrther research and W111 share my PErsonal notes 1

__nef._e ded I_, ": -
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