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L Histevic Charlegbpin
\
B3-47 Broad St. -- Charles Love and Conrad M. Wienges, saddlers
~and harness makers, purchased this site in 1855, removed '.

some earlier structures and constructed the present build-
ing. 1In 1870, they sold it to Charles Plenge, who added
the pressed tin cornice with his name. The "Hat Man"
painting on the Church Street side of the building dates
from the late 19th century,

(Green, urpub. notes; HCF.)

L6 Broad St. -- Site of Shepheard's Tavern, also known at var-
ious times as Swallow's Tavern, The City Tavern and The
Corner Tavern. Charleston’s taverns were were more than
Just eating and drinking establishments, and at this 1o-
cation occurred many historically important events. One
was the organization of one of the first Masonic lodges
in the United States. Solomon's Lodge No. 1, Free and
Accepted Masons, was organized on Oct. 29, 1736, at "Mr.
Charles Shepheard's in Broad Street.” The first Scot-
tish Rite lodge, the Supreme Council, 33rd Cegree, An- .
cient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Free Masonry, was
organized at the same location in 180l. The first record
of a theatrical season in Charleston, and one of the
first in the country, is an announcement in the South-
Carolina Gazette, Jan. 11, 1735, that on the following
24th, a tragedy called The Orphan, or The Unhappy Mar-
riage, by Thomas Otway, would be "attempted" in "the
Courtroom." The "Courtroom" was the long room of Shep-
heard's Tavern, which was rented for several years prior

to 1738 to the provincial government for meetings of the
court, since the Province had no suitable building and
the Governor and Council could not agree oh where one
should be built. The use of the same room for court
gsessions and entertainments was not unusual. A dancing
master, Henry Holt, gave a ball in the Courtroom a month
before The Orphan was presented there. (The Orphan was
not the first theatrical production in Charleston. Tony
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43-45-47 BROAD. STREET =

Charles Love.and Conrad M. Wienges
Saddlers-&-Harness Makers

... C. 1855
(Minor Changes c. 1870)

‘e

%Z-12, p. 456 On 23 April 1855, Alexander Towan, Master in Equity,

of Philadelphia, Trustee of the flegatees of John Hoff,
deceased, sold to Charles Love and Conrad M. Wienges
this property. It was described as two lots of land,
measuring 61 feet on Broad Street by 38 feet on Church
Street, more particularly described by a plat filed
in F-8, p. 168.

_The’ cited reference ‘proved to be a conveyance of 1811,
“by the Master in Equity to ‘John Hoff, of the property -
"formerly of George Cobham, deceased", whose Will had
., been proved in 1785. The buildings shown thereon must
therefore. have stood since 1811, and very likely, sinc

before 1785. They cannot have been.older than 1778,

S. C. Gazette,however, for the fire of that year consumed "the South

quoted in
Charleston

for 1880

Year -Book

side (of Broad Street) from Mrs. Sawegen's to Mr.
Guerard's™. "Mrs. Sawegen" has been identified as the
widow of Jonathan Sarrazin, whose house and office stot
just here; therefore, the buildings here were positivei
burned in 1778.- '

The plat of 1811 shows a two-story building on the
corner, and one next door to the east, separated by a
yard of 12'-2" width. Since nothing of the sort
‘survives today, but the buildings of the 1811 plat
were standing in 1855, and since the style of the
present building is that of the eighteen-fifties, I !
have deduced that Charles Love an&iConrad M. Wienges
built it, soon after their purchase in 1855. 1In 1870,
they sold it to Charles Plenge, who, after the earth-
.quake, apparently, replaced the former cornice with '
one of pressed tin, and added his name thereto.

L. Louis Green, III
29 October 1969
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THE LARGEST IMPORTERS AND DISTRIBUTOR

IN THE WORLD OF FINE

o i Teas, ..
84 A -
9 A
A Cofrees,

N F Spices,

Courtenay’s Worcestershire Sauce.

TRY A BOTILE. 12 Cents,

325 KING STREET.
Telephone 554, JAN.

The Breat Ctlantic & Pacific Tea EOM

F. LOCHREY,

ISTL - 1898
Plenge’s Plenge's
3 ,,\,]xw hatee Cap Cigar Store
N, ‘S'O ‘ (’,{ ) ; pm—
- w; 2 Store. | Baracoa Gharoots,
3 NG — ' Hatile Siogies,
v W | NECKWEAR, Yexican Resagos,
| MACKINTOSHES, — 2ie Smoking and
SERGE COATS ~ liss Chewing Tobacco,
AND VESTS. | Smokers’ Articles.

Magr,

45 & 47 Broap Sr.,

Crarreston, S. C.

|. . Dueker & Co.

2 RETAIL GROCERS -

TABLE LUXURIES AND ALL GOOD
THINGS TO EAT.

FINE TEAS AND GOFFEES A SPECIALTY

568 KING STREET,

CHARLESTON, 5. C.

—_—

“~

5. O Letll,

_ LOMMISSION NERCHANT
" HERGRANDISE BROKER.

/e P’f

CAROLINA RICE =

A SPECIALTY

146 MAST BAY,

CHARLESTON, S. G,
99

W, '[. THOMPSON,

@uctioneer,

REAL ESTATE § INSURANCE AGENT

RENTS COLLECTED.

L o e S}

LOANS NEGOTIATED.

yNa, 26 BROAD STREET,+
CHARLESTON, §. C.

5&7/‘\, Yt .
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By Peg Eastman

Hlstorlc Broad
Street
Before we uncover the

1conic figure on Church at -

Broad. let us set the stage
tor the grand man of local
commercial art
Charleston’s earlv
commercral activity was -
centered m and around the
Old Exchange Building
‘The handsome Georgian
buoidding demitated Broad
Street where numerons
docks flanked 1t and lined
the niver on Fasc Bay
Nearby, merchants and

made Charleston the
nchest exty on the Atlantic
Seaboard - -

Bevond the notse and
bustle ot the docks were
prrvate residences where
some of the city’s most
prestigious cimzens lived
Amoeng them weie
Supreme Court Justce and
South Carolina Governor

John Rutledge, 2 signer of
" man sporting a top hat; he -

beth the Declaration ot
Independence and rhe 1.
3 Constituvion, Governox
Tohn Geddes who
entertained President
Jamcs Monroe in 1819,

William Ward Burroughs, .

first commandant of the U
S Manne Corps, and Dr
David Ramsay, 2 respected
histonan and delegate 1o -
the Contmental Congress,
whe was murdered on
Broad Street by a deranged
man ;

In fhc amebellum
period a number of
hand~ome commercial
buildings were builr near
the Exchange Building
including the State Bank of
South Carolina, Walker,
Evans & Cogswell,
engravers that prnted the
Confederate currency, and
the old News and Cosurser
bullding .- .

- bombardment and a
destructive earthquake in |

In spite of Yankee -

Sty

1856, many Broad Screet
buudings have survived
‘The grearest loss of real

~  property ont Broad Street -

accurred when ihe Greac
Fue of 1861 descroved the
rconic St Anchews Hall,
where the Ordmance of
Secession was drafted, St
John's and St Finbar’s
Catholic Cathedral, and

- DNUINEroUs prrvate

residences on the west
end
Today, 18 a.ddmon to

- public buildingy, the
hanking houses facileated
the commerce that once . -
“" firms, Insurance companies,

" real estate brokerages,

business end of Broad

Street houses banks, law =

iestaurants and art
gallenies

Hat Man”

- The Plenge Bulding 15

located at the southaast
corner of Broad and Church
Streets On the Church
Street wall 15 a faded
panting of a clown-like

catches the eve because hus
face and body are

coroprised solely of awide

varety of old-fashioned
hats. Locals call lura “The
Hat Man ”

‘With nine bays, the .-
Plenge Building 1s

considerably lacger than its -

immediace newghbors,
which aie typically three to
four bavs wide The super-

s1ze structure was budt 1n -
the mage of the hat 1nan

1855 when saddle: and
hainess makers, Chatles
Love and Ceniad Wergas,
purchaseq 43, 45 and 47
Broad Street and

» constructed the present

building en the entaiged
siee. In 1870 they sold it to
Charles C: Plenge

Lattle ix knowrn about
Plenge’s personal lite othet
than he was bosn 10
Germany 1n 1R47,

Introducing “The

CHARLESTON MERCURY

prospered atter “the wai,”
Irved i Charleston’s Wara
1, and was a widower when
he was bernied in Magnolia
Cemeterv 1in 1910 .
Plenge was the
consummata promoter ot
his mercantile
zstabhshment He Jost no

. ume m modifyang his new
* acquisizion by addinga -

 tancy Italianate tacaae

» topped with a pressed un

cornice that proudks
proclaimed Plenge '
owaeiship T advertise his
haberdaslery he had “The
Hat Man” painted on the
puilding’s side wall

Plenge advertised with
trade cards including
“Plenge the Hatman " The
back of the card promoted

* the latest Fali styles from

Fifth Avenue mcludig
“Fine Silk hats, $4.00,

. $500 - Men’s Soft Hats, 50

rents to $5.00 — Mew’s Sttf
Hats $1 00 to $3 50
NOBBY HATS FOR

= YOUNG MEN, a

specaley” and hsted “Silk
Alpacta and Gingham
UMBRELLA pices,
Mourning Bands Put on

. Hars, 25 Cents ™

Plenge alse advertised
cigars and smoking
paraphernalii in Charleston
Ciry Directories, where
Baiacoa Cheroots, Manila
Stogies and chewing
vanenes were promoted In
another dircetory C. Plenge
advertised a5 a Merchant
Thaulor at 37 Broad St

At some unkrown dare

was panted over and
forgotten Fortunately,

- while the building’s

Chich Street wall was - -
bemng sand blzsted, 1t was
rediscovered in the 1930y -
and restorea Facing the

western sun, the painting

contiaves to fade to the
exter:t that it has been

1eturbiened several times .

since then

- IMAGE COURTESY OF THE CHARPLESTON MUsSUM ";I'HHLEETON. BOUTH
A trade card for yosiaryear's habamnsrybumm atBruud and
Church sireets

Victorian Nostalgia - want. od to pumhm the

In the 20th century, - hand
many of Broad Stged’s - vmltagc ;‘mm;(' =
e SallaIAC G rce 1n tc'rlt‘:evf:': 198{)‘ Rosen’s
1 v .
used as offices for law firms son Robert com i the

strategically located near
the vity’s center of .‘
government and the court 1
systems The attorneys :
were collectively knowi as
“Broad Street lawyers ”

In che 1950s Moins N
Rosen puichased the
Pienge Building and had »
renovated foi the law -
offices of Rosen, Rosen and
Hagood. 1a the process -+
they discovered alot of -

»
¥

" beat-up cld hats stashed in

the rafters
As a joke, the hats were

', placed 1n the fiont

WInAaows, Svelyone was
quite surpnsed when
people came into the office

Page 5

-Uncovering the legend of the ‘Hat Man

hat man painting to “an
advertisement for a store
like the golden arches 1» for
McDonalds It i kind of
silly, but what 15 interesting
15 how commercial art
begns to take on an artistic
quahty 1t dido’t have in s
[own] ume >

Currently, 43-47 Broad
St teaturcs an upscale
boutique, an art gallery and
the Southern
Environmental Law
Center The second floor
has a “tor 1ent” sign 1n the
window It doesn't matter
who 15 theie or what thev
do Memones of bygone
davs will continue as long
as “The Hat Man" excites
the :magination of
passershy

‘This 15 che first in 2
senies featunng noceworthy
butldings on Broad Street
‘The Mercury would like to
thank Lish Thompson -
from the Charleston
County Library for the
contnbuting to this article

Feg Baviman has pubished
Jive books about yesterduy s
Charleston, She movt recent
bemg Hidden History of Crosl
B Crarleston She moy be
reached at
Degeastman@oomeast net
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