(Chtnrtttitire Crrintrns

and the Landscape Legacy
of Loutrel Briggs

James R. Cothran

v The Universisy of Sourh Carolina P

" HISTORIC CHARLESTON FOUNDATION.




© 2010 University of South Carolina

Published by the University of South Carolina Press
Columbia, South Carolina 29208

www.sc.edu/uscpress

Manufactured in China

19 18 17 16 I5 14 13 12 II 1o 10987654321
LIBRARY OF CONGRESS CATALOGING-IN-PUBLICATION DATA

Cothran, James R., 1940

Charleston gardens and the landscape legacy of Loutrel Briggs /

James R. Cothran.
p. cm.

Includes bibliographical references and index.

1SBN 978-1-57003-891-4 (cloth : alk. paper)

1. Briggs, Loutrel Winslow, 1893-1977. 2. Landscape archirects—
South Carolina—Charleston—Biography. 3. Landscape architecture—
South Carolina—Charleston—History. 1. Title.
5B469.385.56C68 2010
712.092—DC22
[B] 2009042204

Frontispiece: Camelliz japonica
Page v: A garden on Church Streer, Charleston




(F;!’J'EJ}";;’XJ.’EA‘L]] ar u’ {4 T'?p J‘Pf ”;I'::ncf

FROUGHODUT HIS CAREER Loutrel Briggs

I gave generously of his time and rtalents

to assist with community and civic proj-

ects, many of which were carried out in concert
with the Garden Club of Charleston. The fol-
lowing individuals were in attendance at the
organization’s first meeting in 1922: Mrs. Thomas
Pinckney, Mrs. Daniel Ravenel, Mrs. Edwin Par-
sons, Mrs. D. Porcher, Mrs. C. Norwood Hastie,
Mis. Bessie Ravenel, Mrs. A. J. Greer, Mis. B. A.
Hagood, Miss Constance Frost, and Mrs. Annie
L. Sloan. The primary objective of the organiza-
tion was “to advance gardening in the city.” The
club’s first civic project was the planting and care
of the grounds at the Charleston Library Society
at 164 King Street in downtown Charleston.
Briggs assisted the Garden Club of Charleston
with a number of significant projects, includ-
ing Charleston’s Gateway Walk, the Heyward-
Washington House garden, and the garden of
the Charleston County Free Library, located in
the historic Jenkins Mikell House on Rutledge
Avenue from 1936 to 1960. Briggs also assisted
the Garden Club of South Carolina with several
projects, including the design of the South Caro-
lina Memorial Garden in Columbia, honoring
soldiers who served in World War II. In addition
Briggs frequently advised on camellia shows and
spring garden tours as well as giving lectures and
conducting classes in landscape design. Briggs
was made an honorary member of the Garden
Club of Charleston in 1950 in recognition of his
many contributions to the community and the
state. The following examples describe selected

civic and community projects in which Briggs
played an important role.

The Gateway Walk

Following a trip to Patis in the late 1920s, which
included an inspiring visit to La Madeleine
Church and the surrounding gardens, Mrs. Clelia
Peronneau McGowan returned home with a de-
sire to create a similar setting in the heart of her
native Charleston. Employing her persuasive
skills as president of the Garden Club of Charles-
ton and as an influential member of the Charles-
ton City Council, Mrs. McGowan was successful
in bringing her dream to reality with the develop-
ment of Chatleston’s Gateway Walk.

Dedicated on April 10, 1930, to coincide with
the 250th anniversary of the founding of the city,
Gateway Walk combined several historic sites
with an interconnecting system of landscaped
walkways in Charleston’s historic district. Begin-
ning on Archdale Street in St. John’s Lutheran
and Unitarian churchyards, Gateway Walk con-
tinued across King Street through the grounds
of the Charleston Library Society. From here the
walk crossed Meeting Street, passed the Con-
gregational Church, and concluded at St. Philip’s
Episcopal Church. The name “Gateway Walk”
was derived from the fact that visitors passed
through ten wrought-iron gates as they traveled
the length of the walk.

Based on a plan prepared by Briggs, Gateway
Walk was designed to provide visitors a series of
experiences that appealed to the senses—historic
monuments, beautiful wrought-iron gates, ornate



