' I. JENKINS MIXELL HOUSE, c. 1853
94 Rutledge Avenue
| Property of Historic Charleston Foundation

In 1853, Isaac Jenkins Mikell, an Edisto Island planter, built this
house, an American version of an Itdlian villa, as a wedding gift
for his young bride and third wife whom he called '"the love of my
life" (the first two wives had passed away). TFrom 1936 to 1960,
the building housed the Charleston County Free Library. In 1961,
it was purchased and restored by Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Woodward
of Charleston and Philadelphia. The property has been divided

into four dwelling units without in any way marring the original
lines. The very attractive garden follows the designs of the
period.

The building is one of the finest examples of Greek Revival
architecture in Charleston houses. The main entrance on Rutledge
Avenue consists of a magnificent portico with splendid wooden
columns, each made from the trunk of one great pine tree crowned
with six Jupiter columns of the Corinthian order. WNote the rams'
heads on the capitals. The house contains twelve rooms other
than the former servants' quarters. The sum paid the workmen

for the labor alone was $35,000." . :Imagine what the material and
labor would cost with today's inflation.

The house reflects the wealth of the sea island cotton planter

whose empire reached its zenith coincident with the fires of
secticonalism that were to destroy it and the society it created.

The reclaiming of this landmark neighborhood, an area of nearly

50 city blocks which has recently been added to the National
Register, was sparked by restoration of this house a decade ago.

The County Library's removal to another location in 1960 threatened
the future of this significant landmark. Standing at the center

of the Village, the loss of this one property might have fostered !
a quick decline of the area,for its immediate neighborhood has an
uncertain future. Its restoration made it a landmark project as well
for the saving of its several surrounding blocks.

Harleston Village, a ''small inner city", actually possesses a

greater number of early and distinguished properties that many entire
cities that have established reputations in preservation work, with
several hundred structures dating from major building periods in the
city's history and with a good number of interesting and comfortable
Vietorian residences.

In the renovation of the house, very little alteration to its original
design has occurred. The house has captured something typically
"Charleston” in the use of an end of the house as the main entrance.
Through marble-paved halls, one enters the huge hall that backs up

the portico and is the focal point of the residence. From it, the
stairs curve upward and the tall porch doors open onto the garden.

The property has extensive grounds. The large house included a

servants' wing and carriage house; these have been converted into

four apartments, one large unit in the main house, and three others,

Intact at the Mikell House are the formal Victorian garden beds

laid out a century ago. The restoration of the property included

extensive work here. Allowance has been made for the current "~
problems of maintenance and parking in this complete utilization of '
an old property, where modern needs and historic architecture are

welded to produce these handsome results. f



I. JENKINS MIKELL HOUSE 2001
94 Rutledge Avenue

c.1853

Residence of Mr. and Mrs. Randy Bates

In 1852, I. Jenkins Mikell, owner of vast plantations on Edisto Island, built this magnificent
dwelling for his 3rd wife. It is built in the classical revival style of architecture and follows the
form of the legendary Italian villa design. Its south portico is as magnificent as that of any in the
city. The splendid wooden columns, crowned with Corinthian capitals, which incorporate rams
heads in their design, were each made from the trunk of one great pine tree. Despite the
uniqueness of many of its design elements in the city, the popular Charleston plan of placing the
main entrance on the gable end of the dwelling is retained here - while the portico steps lead to
the private garden.

At the time the house was built, it was customary for planters to maintain town houses to
which they moved their families during the legislative, shipping and social seasons. The Mikell
family would have traveled the 40 miles from Edisto Island to Charleston by boat and landed at
docks that were then located near the present Colonial Lake. The Mikell family used this as their
townhouse until the Civil War when (along with other Charlestonians) they found refuge in the
upper part of the state. In August of 1866, Mikell sold his townhouse to Edward Willis, a
Charleston merchant, for $22,500.

This mansion remained a private dwelling until 1935, when it was converted for use as the
Charleston County Free Library. When the library moved to its new home on Marion Square in
1960, this significant landmark was threatened. There was talk of demolition because appraisers
said the property was worth more without the house than with it. Through the efforts of Historic
Charleston Foundation and private benefactors, the house and grounds were saved from
destruction when the library was moved. The benefactors responsible for the purchase and
renovation of the site were Mr. and Mrs. Charles Woodward of Philadelphia and Charleston.
They became leaders in preserving many of the city's most distinguished buildings.

FRONT HALL

Tall case clock, English with Adam style inlay

Scenic mural, one of a series of 5 done by the French firm Zubor and Dufour
in 1834 showing scenes in North America. This one displays Boston Harbor.
This firm is considered the best maker of scenic wallpaper.
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STUDY

A pair of columns opens this comfortable family study to the hall.

Quartet of 4 framed illustrations from Harper’s Weekly, hand colored depicting
Charleston scenes during the Civil War.,

Tiffany style lamp

Coffee table, tortoise shell

STAIR HALL - RIBBON OFF STAIRWAY

Chest on chest, English

Console with marble top and brass trim. The escutcheon (key hole guard) shows an
array of musical instruments.

Mirror above with Egyptian ornament.

FRONT PARLOR

Note the matching pair of crystal and bronze chandeliers in both this room and the
dining room. The brass rams head trim on the chandeliers repeats the rams head motif in the
capitals of the piazza columns. The black marble mantels throughout these rooms were very a
la mode in the middle of the 19th c.

Pair of tea caddies, on each mantel

Settee with inlaid design on crest

Mirrors, matching pair, giltwood

Secretary bookcase, English, Georgian period, displaying collection of figurines
Piano, refurbished Steinway

DINING ROOM

Sideboard, American

Pair of knife boxes, with Adam style shell inlay

Pair of chests, French, with elaborate ormolu trim and marble tops

Chest of drawers, with painted design

Collection of blue and white porcelain pieces, from the Mottehedah firm which
works with the Historic Charleston Reproduction program.
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REAR HALLWAY TO
MORNING ROOM (PASS RIBBONED OFF KITCHEN)

This family room contains the other North American scenic wallpaper panels.
Two represent a view of a natural bridge. one depicts a parade day at West Point, and the last
a skyline of Manhattan. The marble fireplace is a simple one with a carved design.

MAKE CERTAIN DOOR TO BACK ROOM IS CLOSED.

Visitors may exit from this room to the porch if the weather is nice. Otherwise, direct them to
the outside doorway in the hall.

GARDEN

Portions of the Victorian garden design have survived, and this has been enhanced by
additions made by previous and present owners. Charleston landscape designer Sheila Wertimer
designed the ironwork featuring the Greek Key motif.

The swimming pool, added by a previous owner, is a gentle blue-gray color. Three
clumps of all green Aucuba are on the south, along the wall on Montagu Street. A round bed
has Asiatic Jasmine groundcover under a flowering Crabapple.

Near the house are Palmetto Trees (our state tree, a native to this area, honored for the part
it played in the defense of the city in 1776). There are also several Sago Palms, which are very
stiff and look feather-like instead of palmate.

Crushed brick makes a wonderful path surfacing material. The color is so compatible
with the brick edgings of the flowerbeds.

The small tree with gray bark to the east of the portico is Loropetalum, a member of the
Witchhazel family.

Notice the many ancient Crape Myrtles, probably as old as the house. Some branches
have fused together. The bark is very smooth.

In the intimate courtyard garden are deciduous Magnolias. Japanese Cleyera is against the
house wall on the left. The ground cover is Asiatic Jasmine.

Near the Montagu entrance to the property are several plants of Fatsia with their very large
leaves. In the eastern parking area, near Montagu Street, are several Wax Myrtle, also known as

Bayberry.



GARDEN OF THE I, JENKXINS MIKELL HOUSE c¢., 1853

When the Charles Woodwards purfhased the Mikell house in 1961 they
found that the patterned garden had grown up around existing shrubs
which needed to be replaced. They asked Loutrel Briggs to redesign
the garden keeping the ﬁg%vor of the original garden.

i
The small beds at the front of the house were left just as they were..
The other beds were relaid and a flag\and brick terrace put in the rear
for parking. Slona.

The three large crépe myrtle trees, the magnolia trees along Montagu
Street, the palmetto trees by the front porch with the white Lady
Banksia rose are all part of the older garden. The rest of the
planting has been added by the Woodwards. The camelias along the
walk were transplanted from their country place, the Wedge.

The paths were covered with crushed tile as is sometimes seen in
Italian gardens. They are edged with larippe.

Beside the porch are two cherry laurel trees and two yew trees.

The tree next to the balcony is a camphor tree. The two in the
parkimg area are pecan trees. Cherry laurel has been planted along
the wire fence in the rear.

The bush with the white flowers at the side of the porch and next
to the garden light is laurel petlum or Chinese fringe. The red-
leafed ghrub is red tipped photinia globra. The thick green leafed
plants with small white flowers about the circeé® are viburnum
suspensem. Dwarf azaleas are used in the small beds near Rutledge
Avenue. Medium azaleas are used about the circé# (pink). There
are a number of white flowering Japanese quince about the garden.
The row of small plants by the rear circle are daphne.
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ftured and named by Mrs. Albert kept & small part of it open. As
Henry Wigein, now’ is resting st/ honse servants he had two negroes
ity permanent home in a Emall pool{who had been there for Years, Jake

en

Y

gardon, stayed In the small cottage which

Yeamans Hall, gave her work to|Wwhich formerly wag a stabie House,
the Charjeston Garden club. This The Hbrary, in taling over the
organization, which maintaing ' the home, took over the old pair too.
Jbrarys garden, addes Bubbles asiTake was allowed {o work around
one of the attractlons, A shray of the garden, He could net do much,
water sometimes bubbles over the but the Garden club took the same
statve's toeg and frem thig she | interest that the ibrary and the
appropriately comes by ler name, Fickens showed In seeing that the

=—~Fhoto by Paine

Bubbles, Statuette by Mrs, Wiggin, Now inf

Library Pond — Aged Negro Man, a
'Heritage with House, is Dead

Buhbles, three-foot statue scu].p- H. Ficken, Charleston attornew,

the Charleston Free Library Dingle and Lizzie Chapman. They

Mrs. Wiggin, of New York and{i8 on the library grounds and

mother-In-law-—ang he afdn't know
txaclly what she waa,

Jake umsed to putter about the
gArdens and it feemed to worry
him that a gardener was employed.
The Garden cluh knew Jake could
not be irusted {o take care of the
beantitul plants  that surround
Bubbles, and a moere adept man was
needed, '
One hot day Miss Cheves saw
Jake brsying himself in the garden.;
Thy den’t yon Eet up very early
one  marning  and finish alls the
garden  work before 1t hecomes
hot?' she asked, diplomatlealty.
"Lawsy, Mlss, I'se a carpenter, |
aln't no gard'ner.”
Jake liked his comforts, On an-

Buhbbles s among the newest{palr got elong.

additions to the library's grounds. To learn much about Jake was
Little known but among the olderia task In  jtgeir. Mlss Parmelee
of the bhuilding's asscciations are Cheves, the Hbrarian, sasked him
iwo aged Negroes, ane of whom | whether Iizzie was his wife,

recently died, Thelr story is part It d!d not take Jazke long to BAY

of the bullding's history, no.
The large residence, which was "Is she your slster?™ Miss Cheves
i § e library, swas asked,
I. Jenking Mikely, No again was the Answer., She

1 1856, From then wasn't his mother, elther,

‘d Willls owned It “Well, what i3 she to You?r Mims
1884 1 yyas thelCheves asked,

vid MePherson and.|  Jake scratched his head, but the
clonged to the bhest he could go wag, "I declars,
« Flcken and his Misg, I done forget what she {a.'”
. Montha later the relationship be-
Library Adoptn Couple came known. Jake "once WAN u¢n-

During the Years ke rn the houge Eaged to Lizzie's daughter., The
Was told to become g Ubrary, Henry daughter died, Se JLizzle wasn't hig

other day Miss Cheves saw him
put sand over the window aills of
ithe cottaga 1o keep the blinds shut,
She sur  sted that a little car-
pentry ,.ght be a hctter way of
making sati=lfactory Arrangements.

“Lawsy, Miss"  dectared Jake,
“I'se no carpenter. I'se a gard'ner.”

Jake wandered, fn mind and In
body, during recent months. Friendas
of the library and of the garden
club weould bring him back. Then
he would wander AWAY again.

One day Jake was found near the
North  Charleston vladuet, His
mother, who hag lved in Humtur,
was calling him, he sald. Mia mother
had been dead fer many years,

His white friends found a place
&t the State hospital for Jake, Hea
pasped his Teat weeks there, y
cAunt Lizzie received
eath & short time LAED,

Jake Goss to Asylum

word of hfg“
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The full flavor of Charles-
ton In its “Gone With The
Wind" era |s imbued in the
Isaac Jenkins Mikell house
at 94 Rutledge Ave, The en-
tire establishment, built in
T § 1853, {llustrates a lavish life
. § at a lavish time.

H  The bulk of the building

would be impressive by It-
self. The monumental Corin-
thian portice with the flank-
| Ing terraces emphasizes this
B Impression, The formal gar-
. den fills in a most appro-
i priate foreground. The line
of magnolias along the scuth
¢ bound of the property add
¥ the finishing flourish that
i imakes this house give even
i the most Imagined Tara a
E run for its movie money.
i There should be encugh
E of those most romantic trees
g in this row to satisiy even
i the most demanding seekers
" of Southern romance, par-
b ticularty as moonlight and
. mockingbirds may be had
[ with them — in season.

There is something
L cinating about even small
1, and stodgy islands, Edisto,

. when It supplied the wealth
' that built this mansion, was
© neither,

i, It is one of the largest in
. South Carelina's share of the
Sea Isiand archipelage, It
wag, when thizs house was
i being created, the site of
" many of the finest planta-
¢ Hons

fas-

then producing the

By Samuel G. Stoney

THIS 15 the ninth in &
series of articles by Sam-
vel Galllard Stomey, local
higtorian, architeet, auther
snd racontenr. The bearded
Mr. Stopey iz widely se-
knowledged as ap authority
on Lowecountry and Souih
Carolina history. Literally a
fountainhead of Information
on Charlestonians, he is the
author of *“This is Charles-
ton,” “Charleston: Azaleas
and Old Brick” and “Plan-
tations of the South Caro-
lina Lowcountry.”

finest eeilen kmowm, the
“black seed” Sea Island sort
which had been <developed
painstakingly by Mr. Mikell
znd cthers from West Indian
seed in the early days of ine
Republle, In the 18505 it was
repaying them beuntifully,
Sea Island cotton was
brought to South Carelina in
the 1790s, 1i was virtually
destroved by the boll wee-
vil just afier World War I
Mikell's life from 1808 to
1881 spanned the greater
part of that of the valuable
crop. A semi-exolic, it was
favored by the warmth of
these  sea-bound  islands,
Pound for pound, it
was worth five or six times
#s much as the 'green seed”
colton that made & far shori-
er jint on what Sea Island-
ers called the “Maln.”" The
house on Rutledge Avenue
marks a high time In its
production. I also marks

‘A Lavish Life At A Lavish Tim

the romance of its owner’s
life,

In his eold age, he sum-
marized It by his four mar-
rizges. His first waa then so
remote that he hardly rec-
pllected it. In his second, he

ained success and wealth,

j’he third brought him the

ove of his life, His {fourth,
in 1864, gave him the com-
fort of his old age, In -the
anti-climax of the post-war
years, 1t was in preparation
for his third marriage, in
1854, that he had this house
built.

Contrasting it with his
plantaticn house on Edisto
points up the story of flush
pre-war Charleston, Peter's
Point plantation house is on
the south side of Edisto,
Overlooking the great width
of St. Helena's Sound with a
distant view ¢of the further
Islands to give scale, it has
one of the finest sites in the
Lowcountry, It is large, well
proportioned, and commodi-
sus, but, compared with the
lown: place, 1t might be con-
sidered rather a ‘“‘working"
10use.

Parade i3 Jeft to its fel-
lows in Charleston where it
would count for the mest. At
the time it waz &
Loweountry rule fo build so.
There were plantation houses
of the period that vied with
the one on Ruiledge Avenue,
but you soughi them in the
Middle Country, as at Mill-
wood of the Hampions, and
Millford of the Manrninge,

(Staff photo by Gene Evans)
ISAAC JENKINS MIKELL HOUSE AT $4 RUTLEDGE AVF.‘:\‘UE B
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Mikell's son and name-
sake. has left us = tanializ-
Ingly brief acceunt of the
family life between the two
houses. He was only a
youngster when the war end-
ed it. So much of his book
dealt with that Iimpressive
calamity that he called it
"Rumbling of Char-
lot ¥Wheels.”

But from the part that
went before lhe forced aban-
doning of Edisto, you get a
sense of the  wellordered
industry of the three planta-
ticns that had made possible
the well-ordered liie that
had gone belcre.

y

Lalely the fown house has

beerr most fortunaie. For
many years
reased to be a private
dwelling, it housed the coun-
ty library.

In 1962 1t seemed doomed
to deséruction by its own
size and that of its grounds,
But in that year it became,
as it had begun, a part time
residence of a plantation
owning family. Mr. and Mra.
Charles H, Woodward, of the
Wedge on the Santee, and
incidentally of Philadelphia,
have repaired the place
most handsomely. They have
given the big house renewed
usefulness with a most judi-
tlous redlvision Into aspart-
ments. And in so doing
they haye made it A center
and an Incentive for fur-
{her salvations of more fine
houses in one of Charleston's
finest neighberhoods.
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that.” Then she asked
. suppese we talk in
2ws and Courier account
vleft the stand, passing
12 moved his chair 1o let
hecd and two thousand
1 them both.”

“groundmrt”’  (peanut)
dlarm, to the jury's
', Chorleston was in an
It was a portisan affair.
wlishman, whe fought
fourded The Charleston
it with The Duily News
Zourier in 1872. He wos
he community but not
s, McDow, @ newcom-
known, overnight he-
e “little” man fighting

iique end Dawsen was g
‘here also was specula-
stherly” interest in his
governess might cover
Victoriar age’s. double-
ed and the doctor's
ovemess might hove
f onus. until it become

I Dewson, whom he hod
eir back yards almost
wfice, threatened him
ent and then attocked
locter soid he hod been
b and was being badfy
+ his pistol from his hip

+ bury Dawson’s body
of o basemen? closet
s affer the fatol shot
nd teld o policeman he

he largest crowds ever
1g in Charleston. When
rerdict of innocent, the
theers and continued
ge threatened te joil
chaorges.
dict oftracted strong
lly and in out-of-town
nneh paper theorized
groes and five whites)
+ argument that white
ict whites but would
saper stated that the
wy had been given a
te man and had failed.
a typicol ontebellum
of solid brick without
5 eaves are undergirt
work and the heovy
" are ih three styles.
on the ends of the
wan.
urge garden with o
palmetto tree and

ted after World War Il
HI. it is now owned
L. Lucos of Charieston
s Jr. of Anderson,
two units, one in the
r ond the other the
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94 Rutledge — Town house of wedlthy seo island cotten plunter is o reflection of elegance.

Planter Built House In 1854

_ The full sophistication of antebellum South-
e *‘Society’” permeates the feeling imparted
by the residence ot 94 Rutledge Ave.

For this is "“Countey Come to Town'” in the
elegant sense of the phrase -— the “country”
being that of the ontebellum “Gone With the
Wind"* era.

Its magnificence reflects the wedlth of the

. °0 Seo Island cotton plomter whose empire
reached its zenith coincident with the fires of
sectionalism that were to destroy it and the
society it creoted. For while 94 Rutledge Ave.
was built for show, it actuolly was the “pied a
terre” of ssac Jenkins Mikeil of Peter’s Paint
Plantation, Edisto Island.

commodious, comforteble and scenic in itself,
lacks the refinements of architecturol taste
that Mikell lovished on his town house. At
Peter’s Point, the big house commands the
_ Ediste River reaches with the islands and
sweep of $t. Helena Sound beyond. The site is
" one of the most beautiful in the Loweountry.
The Mikell town house could sit “at ease’
..an Peter’s Point for its monumental Corinthian
portico would have ollowed its owners a much-
romanticized ““Southern” backdrop from which
I:to view the glories of the tidewater couniry.
This house is, indeed, the prototype of
Worgaret Mitchell’s “Tara’” in a metropalitan
Fetting.
.. I1s designers kept the illusion of a spacious

And the house at Peter’s Point, while'

woedland setting by providing a formal garden
before its capacious porch ond flanking poved
terraces. Beyond the gardam, tall megnolio
trees form o solid bank of greenery that cuts
off the mundone city sights beyond. Within
the gorden, formol hedges ond floral beds
estoblished o sylvan serenity that (before the
ern of the automcbiie) provided serenity
reminiscent of Ediste.

And that serenity Mikell could well afford.
In oddition to Peter’s Point, he owned ond
operafed twe other Sen Islend eotfon plonto-
tions. In his life — rich, full, vigerous,
romantic — Mikell wos the humnem paroliel of
the virtues of the long staple cotton that made
it oll possible.

He was born less than 20 vears after the
production of long-fibered cotton wos estab-
lished on the Sea islonds, about 1790, and
his death (1881) was not four decodes
removed from the odvent of the boll weevil
which effectively killed the long cotten busi-
ness during World War |,

Mikell included in his town house some of
the ““grandeur that wos Greece, the glory that
was Rome’” and it was truly o lohor of Jove.
The house was built fer his third wife whom he
was to deseribe foter as the love of his life.
The Rutledge Avenue house was built in 1854
when Mikell was 46 years old.

In his old oge, he reminisced that he
scarcely remembered his first bride; his

— 59

second breught him success and wealth, the
third was the “love of my-life” ond the fourth
marrioge, in 1864, provided comfort in his

His town house also captured something
typicolly ‘“Charleston’ in its use of an end
of the house as the main entrance. Through
marble-paved halls, one enters the huge foyer
that backs up the portico antf is the focal peint
of the residence. From it, stairs curve upward
and toll porch deors open onto the garden.

On o moonlit night, with a mocking bird
singing bayond the bolustroted veronda, all
that is needed is for Scarlet G'Hara to come
swooping dewn the stairs. Margaret Mitchell
wrota about it, Hollywood immertalized it on
celluloid, but an Edisto Islond planter had it all
well in hond o hundred years earlier,

The house has large grounds that inciuded o
service wing ond carriage house. Taday the
house has been most hondsomely restored and
divided into spocious umits. It faced almost
certain destruetion in 1962 when Charleston
County abondoned it as a free library.

Mr. ond Mrs, Charles H, Woodward of
Philadelphia and Charleston beught and reno-
vited the house with very litle alteration to
its orfgingd design. They hove provided very
handsome apartments, two in the main sec-
tion, one ot the rear of the service wing and
one in the former corrioge house.
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FOR SALE:

HANDSOME CHARLESTON HOME
By
SUSAN PRINGLE FROST

Realtor 57 Broad St. Charleston, S. C.

il‘ HIS beautiful Southern heme in Charleston, S. C.,

is situated at No. 94 Rutledge Ave., one of the
most exclusive residential streets 1n that city. A fine type
of old time residence with large gardens planted with old
fashioned shrubbery—Japonicas, palms, magnoliag, pome-
granites, etc. The residence is spacious and is approached
through beautiful iron gates. It contains on the first
floor, two handsome drawing rooms, a reception room,
breakfast room, large dining room and pantry. On the
second flocy, four large bedrooms, bath room, and a vary
elegant library capable of holding eight thousand vol-
umes, with handscme built-in bookcases. Also a maid’s
room,

A substantial two-story brick annex joins the resi-
dence, containing on the first floor, a kitchen, laundry and
servants’ dining room, and on the second floor, five bed-
rooms,

The house is equipped with a central heating plant,
electricity, gas and water. There is a guaint coachman’s
house cn the grounds with an old time tiled roof, and a
garden house. Also two garages,

The house is on a large lot at the northeast corner of
Rutledge Avenue and Montague Street, measuring 125
feel on Rutledge Avenue and 212 feet on Montague
Street. On three sides is a handsome porch floored with
Talian tile, and beautified with Corinthian columns of
striking proportions. Apply to:

SUSAN PRINGLE FROST
REALTOR
57 Broad Street Charleston, 3. C.



