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INTRODUCTION

.Jiéhdnkeazbn is the county seat af Chantééton County and {5 Rocated
-on'd peninsula bounded by the Cooper and Ashley Rivers which converge -

ing city of Nonth Charleston's population £é 65 630. The 1980 census

\vpiaced the total, population of Charleston, Benkeﬂzj and Donchesten

Counties at 430,301, The urban area, with the ofd peninsula city at

o dhe canten,“ﬂieé to the nonth up the peninsula to Goose Creek and

- Summenville, wesd across the Ashley River to St. Andrews and. James

eachea .The County of Charlfeston has a coast Line of 91 miles with
altitude 5n0m sea fevel to 25 feet. “Average year round temperatune o
L8 66 degnees Fahnenheit and percent of pOéALbKQ éunéhane 44 65 2%..

nnua£ aue&age na4n5a££ 4A 48 41 &ncheé L :

Chanﬂaétan was OngLﬂaﬂﬂy Aeztﬂed by Eng £¢¢h Colonists and named
“-Chanles Town .in honon of King Charles 11 of Engﬂand Ain 1670, Tha
oniginal site 4s now a huge exposition centen called Chanfes Towne

"‘*;‘Landing. Shortly theneafter the city moved achoss the Ashley River

to its present centern, and was renamed Chanfeston at the time 06
ncorponation 4n 1783, Here the finst ndependent ‘government in America
was set up - the seat of government being Located in the 02d Exchange
Bu&ﬂd&ng which s2{LL stands today at the foot of Broad Street {see

‘next page). Charnfeston Ls famows fon Lts outétandang examples of
colondial asrehitectune Ain its many beawtiful ofd mansions and historic
public buildings. Equally famous are the many historic old churches

in Ihe old caty, and the wonld flamows gardens.

in form the hanborn. - The c&tg population is 69,510, while the neighbon- -

sfand, and eayt across the Coopen Riven'to ME. Pleasant -and the ;;ft?ff :
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THE _GIBBS JOUSE ON CHARLESTON NECE

A Coélonial place commonly known as the Gibba House on Charleston
Neck is the house stlll standing on the Bank of the Ashlay River.

According to Judge H.A.M. Smith, on March 2nd 1701. a grant was

made to Patrick Scott for one hundred and ninety acres on Charleston
Neck, the boundries showing that 1t included all of the Joseph Dalton
grant lying to the wesat of the part held by Joseph Blake.

Cecott must have tharefore acquired from transferses of Jane L.awson

all this remainder and taken out & new grant himself.

In addition to other lagal matters connected with this and other
adjouring lands In a deed from Patrick Scoti to Richard Cartwright
dated Qctober 31,1710., it is racited that this one hundred and ninety

acres was 8 parcel of a graater quantity of land formally granted to
Joseph Dalton,.

Eometime later under the will of Richard Cartwright who had acquired
a great desl of that land, much of the property passed %o his thrae
Sons, Daniel, Richard and Hugh.

A greater part of the one hundred and ninety acres, with sdditional

land to the north fell to the portion given to Daniel Cartwright, who
conveyed it 1n 1738 to John Braithwaite,

It then passed to John Gibbea, but from whom John Gibbea acquired it
has not been agcertslned., It was certalnly in his possession in 1769
when he obtalned a grant of the margh land fronting on the river,

Gibbes’ property hasa béen génerally known as the "Grove Farm or Plane-
tetion®™ and embraces the dres belween Congress street and the Creek

~North of the Farm lately owned by Captain F,W. Wagener, and which wae

long known as YLowndes Grove®™ and Rose Farm.

Lowndes Grove was famous as & field oflvnor and many famous duals took

place there, the most noted being the duel between General Christophsr
Gadsden and Genersl Howe. (this having taken place Augusi lath. 1778.)

Some of the most noted duels in the 19th Century were between ¥ilson
and Simons, Hunt and Ramsey, Craft and Boy, Reynoldea and Brawlay,
Robertson and Waring, Cohen and Moilse, and other encounters of a later
date well known to the older inhabitants of the comounity.

The last duel in the State cccurred in 1880, but did not taks placs
in Charleston,

The present Hampton Park which included the Race Course, 1s on the
"Grove Plantaticon.



3:}1any legend;zlng seem llke unnecesaary nonsensc.‘“””"

- Legend 1nev1tab1y attaches its tenacious, if invisable, vines to a e
structure such as Lowndes' Grove, the very phy31ca1 appearance and env1ron—_
ment of which seem to beget romance. Congequently, much that has been said e

and written about the mansion and 1te oak~shaded surroundlngs ig facxnatlng L

" and entertalnlng, but unfortunately is untrue, . Thls hlatory is an attempt
- to Peet the record etralght " and to pregent the hlstory of the houae and

1;11ts grounds the truth of whlch is fa01nat1ng and rOmentic enough to mekn

_ Even the roots of the property's hlstory have been mlsrepreeented
*-It ‘has been wrltten prev1ously, in the newapapers, that the property was
‘iorlglnally part fot a large tract granted to Patrlck Sqott 1n 1701 How—
ever, e c103er examinatlon shows thet the grant to Scott was pert of a
larger tract granted preV1ously to Joeeph Dalton, and that the northern-
j=boundary of Joeeph Dalton's grent was an east—west line running along ;-u
Jpresent—day Huger Street o ' . _

'The earliest knnwn owner of the property north of Delton 5 grant wasa
one Richard Cartwright, who left ‘the property to his three sons, Daniel,
Hugh and Richard, along with the greater part of the former-feirick Scott
" lands to the south, Pet#ick Scptt'had sold the lands to the south to Dove
Williamson in 1710, and Williamson had sold them to Richard Cartwright in

1712, Exactly when Richard Cartwright acquired the lands north of the
Dalton-Scott lands is undiear.. However, the "Carte Partiouliere de la
Carollne," in the S C. Historical Society collection, shows Certwrlght
~among landowners on Charlestown Neok. The "Carte Particuliere" ig a French
map of circa 1696, which was copied from an English map of circa 1695, and
gives the names and locations of approximately 200 landowners between the

Edisto and South Santee Tivera. 1 o

Richard Cartwrlght's will ie not extant but it is cited in a deed of
May 9, 1738, by which his son, Daniel Cartwright, planter, and Sarak his
wife, conveyed tolqohn Braithwalte, Esquire, for 6,000 pounds current money
of the province, the bulk of his father's lands, totalling 227 acres and
iwo roods. The property is described ae-borderingteast on lands of Othniel
Beale, merchant and "the Broad road Leading from Charlestown (present—day
King Street)"s; west on the Ashley River and the marshes thereof; north on
lands of tHe cstate of Robert Hume, lands of Hugh Cartwright and the
marshes of a small creek funning into Ashley River, and south on lands
formerly of John Walker, Dove Williams and Patrick Scott.



:fff acres accordlng to a plat of John Gibbes! property 1n 1770 and included tho“’:

Foliowing that conveyance, there is & gap in the record and the pro-
perty is next found in the possession of John Gibbes. When and from whom
Gibbes acquired the property is not lmown; however, he held it in 1769 when
he obtained a grant for the marsh land fronting on the river. The grant
refers to the plantation ag "Orange Grove," but later the property is usual-

. ly called the Grove plantation or the Grove farm. It'included some 232

"'area between present—day Gongress Street and the creek north of the preaentl“*
ﬂiproperty. (This plat is cited by historlan Henry A. M. Smlth in his his-
E'tory, "Charleston and Charleston Neck,“ South Qarolina Hlstorlcal and Gene—”'?
’L[alogzcal Magazine, Vol. 19, pp. 2~15, but thls Hrlter wag, unable to lo— )
- ate_tho'plat,y:m;fﬁ':jﬁ;;ﬂ:L s e g

i

It has ‘been wrltten prev1ouel} 1n newspaper aocounta that a famous
duel between the Patrlot generals,rchrlstopher Gadsden of South Garollna
mand Robert Howe of North carollna took place at the Grove. However,' o
Dr. Joseph'Johnson g “Tradltlons and Remlnlscences Chlefly of the Amerl-‘- 
oan Revolution in the South," and a contemporary account in the South Ca- -
rolina Gazette of Sept. 3 1778, state othervlse. According to both acw
counts, the duel took plaoce "behind Mr. Peroy! s House." This was the pro-
~ perty of William Percy, in the vicinity of Rutledge Avenue'and BOgard
Street, very much to the south of Gibbeg! property..

Alexander Garden, who married a niece of John Gibbes, discusses the

Grove farm in hig "Anecdotes of the Revolutionary War in America."™ Garden
‘wstatesﬂthat'the time.of the~invasion of -South Carolina by British troops
under Maj, Gen. Angustine Prevost, "a conaiderable British foroe occupied
.the house and plantation of Mr. Robort Gibbea, on the 3Stono hiver. At the
period of thelr arrival there, Mr. John Glbbeg, a respectable gentleman,
worn down by age’ and 1nf1rm1ty, was on a visit to his brother, His usual-_
Tesidence was on a farm called . the Grove, whore the Race Ground is now es—“-
tablished, comprehending seyoralrof the neighbouring gentlemen's seats,

and at the period improved not only with taaste in‘the diapoeition of the
grounda; but by the introduction of numberless exotics of the highest .
beauty. He had in addition, a green-house and pinery, in the best condition.
A Major Sheridan, arriving from the army on the Neck, at Mr. Gibbes, was
asked by an officer, in the presence of the brothers, -- 'What news? shall
we gain possession of the city?' 'I fear not,'! replied Sheridan, 'but we

have made glorious havec of the property in the vicinity. I yesterday
witnessed the destruction of an elegant establishment belonging to an
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afch Rebel, who 1uekily for himself was absent. .Tou would have been de-—

' lighted to see how quickly the pine apples were shared among our men, and
how rapidly his trees and ornamental shrubs were levelled with the dust.!.
Mr. John Gibbes, who was a man of strong passions, could hear no more, and

regardless of consequences, with indignation, exclaimed, 'I hope  that the

n:“.Almiéhty will cause the erm of the scoundrel who st;uck the first blow to .

% “ .ither to his shounder.' . 'How is this, Sir,® said'Sheridan 'Dare you,

e‘Sir, use such language to me.' . 'Yes,' said Mr. Gibbes, 'and would repeat

-’it at the Altar.' 'The provocation, sald the commanding offlcer present

'”"sufflclently Justlfles the anger of Mr. Gibbes; for your own credlt Sher— '

7‘1dan, let the matter drop.'  The catastrophe was dreadful. To bamish

fbefore unknown, retired to hls bed - and rose no more'. o

sl ~ A very dramatic story, but Garden has hls facts mlxed end perhans his:

truth is embroidered, L o | | '
:_' Prevost, in pursuit of Patriot forces under Gan. William Moultrie, .
crossed Ashley Ferry and advanced down Dorchegter Boad to Charleetown

Neck in May of 1779, and ;etreated soon afterward. However, Gibbes' .

house and gardens were apbeiently still intact when Britisd_&nd Hessian
troops invaded the neck again on March 23, 1780, under command of.Sir
Henry Clinton. Diaries of Hessian officers, published recently under the

"~ tiile, "The Siege of Cherleston,“ epeak of the house and gardens as being

§
intact. r

Capt, Johann Ewald, on March 30, 1780, wrote in hls dlary, "The Jagers
are posted at ‘Gibbes' house where I did picket duty in one of the most
heautlful pleasure gardens in the World ' The rlght wing of our. detachment
rested upon Gibbes' Creek and was in a line with the light 1nfantry. Hal?f
a mile from the house there is a ferry on the Ashley River from whloh, '
maklng use of several creeks, one can get by boat_to within a quarter a
mile of this plantetipn.“ This no doubt refers to Gibbes' landing, where
supportive troaops and supplies were landed on Maroh 30, afier the main a:bmy_
had croesed the river and come down the Broad Road or "great path." The
landing is maried on Sir Henry Clinton*s map of the "QOperations before
Charlestown,”" and indicated as "Landing Place of the Artillery, Stores and
Provisions, on Charlestown Neck from Linning's Creek, the BOtﬁ March, ths
Army'having crossed Ashley River at Draytons (lS‘miles above town) the Day
preceding." The map also shows a plantation‘houee with outbuildings and

gardens which fit the description of Gibbes' farm, with the various en-
campments in the vicinity.

' nought Mr, Glbbes, unhapplly drlven to the indulgence of an interperence'

L)



The farm was also the soene of the first skirmish of the siege. This
event ia described in Dr. John MoCrady's "History of South Carolina in the
Revolution, 1775-1780," in whioh he relates that on March 29, 1780, Col. ”
John Laurens, in command of about 200 men, was sent up the great path to Twr e

»

meet the enemy 3 advance partles.

. "%0On the follow1ng day, the 30th, W relates McCrady, "Sir Benry Cllnton:}
,ordered the llght 1nfantry and yagers, supported by the srenadlera and the .

"1 gther corps and reglments, to galn the road and to move toward the t°“n-t,
‘““:;;Thls they did, -and met Wlth no 0ppoaltion for ten mlles of thelr march- b;t
_ f.as they approached Glbbes g farm, about two mlles from the town, thelr ad—?

, Vvance, about ten or twelve o! clook, met Colonel Laurens, who Bklrmlshed
‘,.wlth them the rnst of the day, being relnforced ln the evenlng by MaJOr'
Q(Phlllp) Lowe,’wlth nlnety men and- two fleld—pleces.. “Phis skirmlsh took
‘place ln “iew of both armies and of many ladles of Gﬁarlestown, who came out

to” the works,‘and who contlnued to do so even after the flrlng frOm the tUWn

" " had begun, and would, with all the composuTe. Lmaglnable, ‘watch the cannon—
”-adlng of the enemy. In this first encounter of the siege Captaln Bowman ;“,
(Ma;or Joseph Bowman, PFirst North Carollna Continental Regiment) of Hogan's -
North Carolina brigade, was killed, and Major Hyrne and seven privates were'J
“wounded. On the British .side the Farl of Caithness, aide—dé—camp o the .
Commander-in—Chief,'ﬁaslwounded,‘with sevefal men.*’gbout‘dark Colonel
Laurens and his party fell baék 4o the lines." This story iz also told in

the memoirs of, Gen._Mbultrie and of Banastre Térleton, but not as well as

o McCrady tells it. Tarleton added that after the sklrmish,,“The royal army, .

without farthar molestatlen, took a position across the neck, about a mile ;i
and a half from Charlestcwn, and effectually lnvested it, between the rivers
Ashley and Cooper." There they would remain until the cltyrsurrgndered the
following May. _ . )
Getting back to the Hessians'and their diacussion of the Grdve, Capt.
Johann Hinrichs recorded in his diary on March 31 ihat "thg two gunboatéz
anchoréd behind Gibbes! plantation, g0 as to cover our communication aoross
the Ashley, Our line of communication with the boats was as foliows: .from
a landing place behind Gibbes' house, situated in llne with our camp, to
the Hew Yerk Volunteers on the other side of the r}ver end from there by
way of Fenwick's Point to Wappoo Creek, on both aides of whioh were ata=-
tioned North and South Carclina militia, and then along the far side of the
’ ‘ Wappoo, through the cut, to Huyn's brigade on the Stono ﬁear the' magazines.

A wonderful disposition! From this day on hurdles, entrenching tools, and
Provisions were brought over, as well as disjointed mantelets fourteen feet



long and ten feet high that had been built in New Tork and were being put
together at Gibbes', where.the engineers and artillery were jaking post."
Hinrichs' fellow officer, Capt. Ewald, tells a different story about
these mantelets. "ﬁajor Moﬁcrieff of the Engineers had: all the wooden
houses in the neighborhood torn dowm today. From the boards and beams of

‘...,these he had his men make mantelets to be used in bulldlng the lnner slde

of the batteries ‘and redoubts and aleo the cheeks of the embraaurea. These
ffmanteleta are six feet hlgh and fourteen 1ong and have three legs. It takes'.
é?elghteen men to,oarry one of.them.~ They are a great saving and straw ropes .
V*and fasoines; Just as soon as the eng1neers set them down ‘the form of the

' .battery or ‘redoubt is finished and the workmen need only throw the earth :Lﬁﬂ”
{from the trenchés agalnst lt “{

;@ A letter from Sir A. . Hamond to Captaln Elphlnstone, Harch 26 1780 K
five days before Hlnrlchs' entry), ig clted by the edltor of "The Slege of'fﬁ

ECharleston" as mentlonlng: “The (shlp) Fame with the Englneers' timber is’ "(
'jﬂon ‘her way." e o ' i “'*“f LT B s ‘1»‘

The accountas of both Capt Ewald and Capt. Hinrlchs, however, are both ”:
.‘so vivid and seemlngly faetual that it is probable that both are correct.
In order to build fortlflcatlons acrogs thelpanlnsula, it might have been
necessary to-supplement the pre-fabricated New York m&nteieie:with expedient
types made from wrecked houses., | . . |
The 1mportant questlon, however, is whether Glbbes' house met this fate.
~ Apparently it: aUd not because Ewald continues to speak of Gibbes' house as
_if it is still there. It.is not.lmown whether the house vas oonstructlon .
of wood or brick, but perhaps it was {00 useful at the time to destroy. B
Ewald wrote, on April 1, that, "Yesterday as well as today we have been.en—
gaged in brieging heavy piecee, munitions, entraqchlng tools, gabions, fas—
cinea, and provisions from Linning's Creek {now Charles Towne Lending) over
the Ashley River to Gibbes' Ferry. The country around Gibbes' house has
been made a part.aﬁd depot for the siege, and the greenhouse a laboratory."
On April 2, he notes, "The 'place d'armes' for the guard and the working
particsfﬁas to be on the highway from Dorchester to Charlestown, where the
road to Gibbes! house intersects it." On the same date, he states, "To—
ward evening the jager picket was withdrawn to Gibbes! ﬁouse.“ On April 5,
he writes, "In the eveninglthe jager devachment changed caﬁps. We moved
into the woods close to the left bank of fhe Ash;ey River, so that we had

Gibbes' house iwo hundred pacee behind us," Aftsr that, the house isg no
longer mentioned, aslthough Hessian, British and Tory troops continued to



encamp on the plantation. Perhaps they set fire to it, or perhaps it was
destroyed by artillery fire from the 01ty 3 defences. -

In any event, it is certain that the house was deatroyed either dur-
ing or soon after the Revcluticn, &8s it is ghown on a plat of the 17905 in
& ruined conditon. . L

John Gibbes was born December 29, 1733, a son of John Gibbes and

Mary Hoodxard, hls firgt wife. The younger John Gibbes marrled on May 2,
-‘1754, Margaret Ann Stevens. .. They had no chlldren and she apparently pre—
*bdeceased hlm, 80 that when John Glbbes dled (the date of hisg death 1s not
known), his estate.fell to hls,brother Robert Gibbes, owner of the Stono
- River plantatlcn at whlch Garden clalms that John Glbbes drank himself to
death. Robert Glbbes was born on July 13, 1732, and was named for his
“T*JJancestor, Robert Glbbes (1644—1715), Who was Proprletors' Deputy, and N

"-ﬁJchernor .and Chief Justlce of South Carollna. Robert Glbbes marrled, flrat,

f"'"f?Ann Stanyarne, on May 17, 1753, and second, on Harch 31 1764, Sarah Reeve,3
b;tae daughter of his father s thlrd w1fe, Ann Barnwell by .her second hus-
: band Ambrose Reeve. ' S : e
Robert Gibbes and Sarah hls wife d1v1ded up the Grove plantatlon,
selling off large portions, in the 1780s and 1790s. The area now occupied
by Hampton Park was acqulred by the South Carolina Jookey Club whlcn de—
veloped there the Washlngtcn Race Course._ This course became one of the
most importani race ‘tracks in the state, with horse breeders and horsea
lovers from as far away as Vlrglnla, Kentucky and M1531351pp1, convergang
__ there for "Raoe Week each February - Race Heek was also an 1mportant 30-—-
cial season for Charleston, with balls, banquets and other. fest1v1t1es
held. ' _
In one of the several transactions which broke up the criglssﬁ'Sfife
plantation, Robert Gibbes and Sarah his wife conveyed to Robert
on October 3, 1790, for 920 pounds, sterlxng, 80 aores of high land A _
plat dated September 20, 1793, and included he:e, shows the land conveyed
bounded north on "a street lately made," which is recognizable as Grove
Street. It also shows, just south of this road and west of an interseci-.
ing road, the ruins of a house and some ponds whiol are uadoubeedly the‘
remains of John Gibbes' house and gardens, The plat identifiesg the land
above the "street lately made" as the property of George Abbott Hall,
This tract above Grove Street was conveyed to Hall by Robert Gibbes
and bis wife Sarah on August 23, 1?86. The deed of this conveyance is not

on record, but it is cited in a later deed of conveyance (from John Mathews



1.

and Mary his wife to John Beaufain Irﬁing) | According to the later deed,
the property was deecrlbed as “three several lots belng part of. a tract of
land called the grove near Charleston." The lots weTe numbered 18 19 and
20 on a plat annexed to the 1736 conveyanoce (and therefore elso not on re—
- cord) Together, the three lots apparently totalled about 28 and one-half
- acres of high ground, and 1nc1uded the present slte of Lowndee' brove.

George Abbott Hall, a planter, was marrled to a nleoe of John and

1ﬁ?Robert Gibbes — Lois Mathews, daughter of thelr 31ster, Sarah Glbbes,"fff'
':t_:f;?fand John Mathews Sr. He died in 1791, ‘and hie will dev1aed prOperty on ,
T Pradd Street to his two sons, George Hall and John Ladson Hell and ordered;iﬁf
ﬂ_that his other lands, in South Carollna and Georg1a, beh“eold to  the best .

ﬁmadvantage" and tﬁe proceeds d1v1ded emong hle eeven daughtere for their
edueatlon and support untll they reached ege 21 or married.“

‘ﬂ ‘Hall's Gr0ve property is eubsequently found in the hands of his bro-
e ;iwﬁkimther_ln—law, the Honorable John Mathews., ' Mathews had been a delegate to sl
7" Gongress during the Revolutlon and was governoT of South Carolina after the -
Revolutlon. He was also one of the flrst Judges of the Court of Equity.
He died in Ootober, 1802, at age 58. o ' T _
Mathews and his wife, the former Mary Wragg, conveyed Hall's Grove LT
property on March 27, 1793, to John Beaufain Irving,-Esquire, for 1,500
sterling.' John Beaufain Irving (not to be oonfused with hie.son.by the
same name, author_of fbey on Cooper River) was a planter who divided hig
time between Charleston and Ironshore, Jamaica. He died in Charleeton,
— April 6, 1813, leaving his wife, Susanna, with the son,. then three.years
old. R o Co
Johkn Beaufain Irving, on May iO, 1796, appointed Jacob AEmilius Irving
as his attorney, with authorization to sell his farm, "containing by eati-—
mation with the gardens and grounds thereio belonging twenty eight acres
one half of an acre or thereabouts — together with the Capital meseauge
tenement or dwelling house and all the houses thereon standing.and being
erccted and built formerly called the Grove but at present known by the
name of Wedderburn Lodge." _
Jacob AEmilius, also a planter at Ironshore, Jamaica and married to
Hannah Margaret Corbett of Charleston, sold the property on July'B{ 1796
to Mary Clodner, "commonly called Mary Vesey a free Eeetllndian now re-—
siding in the city of Charleston." The purchase price was 1,206 pounds
sterling. The property is deecribed as couposing lots numbered 18, 19 and

20 in the 1786‘p1at;'"which said three lots of land now forming 'one tract



the property of the said Joan Beaufain Irving are at‘present known by the

name of Weddérburn Lodge, together with the use of a road leading thereto and

of a street to the scuthward of the said three lots sixty feet in width.” \

The strect, "sixty feet in width," to the south is, of coursé, Grove Street
Mary Clodner VéSey died leaving po.yill to digpose of hér property.

* John Vesey, one of her heirs, petitioned the Court of Common Pleas for a

;,"WTlt of partltlon. The Justlces granted the writ of partltlon to flva com—':

'mlasloners, Robert B, Hlaton John R. Cleary, Samuel H. Pratt Nlcholas o i'f_
s“f7H1ghland and Patriok McLaur.. On January 31, 1804, the comm1351onera certl—”f;
. fied that .they had examlned the premlses and. were of the oplnion that a falr'

and equal partltlon of the property among the heirs could not be ‘made, The

Justlces then ondered the sherlff to gell the proPerty at auctlon, w1th the
f"ceeds to be lelded among the helrs._"A;« ;J*T3-~J‘m»

nConsequently, Jaclnto Laval, aherlff of Charleston Dlstrlct auctloned
“'the’ property on March 5, 1804 and the property was oonveyed to Hllllam f%
"Lowndes, Eaquired, the highegt bldder, for 3,000 gu1nea3.

The property is v
‘described as "the- afore¢said Farm on Charleston Neok.commonly.called the
Grove containing thirty five acres. " '

William Lowndes was born February 11, 1782, at Horseshoe Plantatlon in
St. Bartholomew's Parish, the youngest and only surv1v1ng son of the Honor- .
able Rawlins Lowndes (who had been President of South Carolina during the
Revolution and later Intendent (mayor) of Charleston), and his third wife,
Barah, a daughter of Col. Charles Lowndea of Georgia.

At age 7, he went to
Ingland with his mother for three years of siudy.

After returning to Charles~
ton, he studied under the eminent scholar, Dr. Simon Felix Gallagher, a Ro—
man Catholic priest.

According %o Dr. Gallagher, his mind‘diank up knowledge
as the dry earth did the rain from heaven." Subsequently, he studied law
Wwith Chancellor DeSaussure and was admitted to the Bar on January 9, 1804.
He was married on September 16, 1802, to Elizabeth Brewton Pinckney, daughtér
of the Revolutionary general, Thomasa Pinckney. After a brief partnershlp
with John S, Cogdell Esquire, he retired from law.pr&ctice to devote time
to reclalmlng his plantation, The Horseshoe, which had been aeverely damaged
by a storm in 1804, ‘ ' 7

Lovndes began his political career in 1806 when he was elected to the
S.C. House of Representatives, a post to which he was re-elected in 1808.
In 180?, when the British ship, Leopard, had an 1n01dent with the Amerlcan _
ship, Chesapeaha, war fever ran hlgh and the Washlngton nght Infantry was

among new military units formed, Lovndes was chosen as its first captain.



In October, 1810, Lowndes was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives,
40 which he was suocessively re—elacted uhtil 1822, According to his bio-
’ @rapaer, Jobn Belton 0'Neall, Lcwndec "had a character thers (in Congress)
. for wisdom and purity of purpose, vwhich has seldom, if ever,.been attained
by any other member of Congress. He aeldom participated in rhe debates,
but when de dld, all were anxious to hear every word he uttered; for his -
: speeches were truly as 'apples of gold in net-work of ailver, '

Ncmlnated
by the 5.C. General Assembly in 1821 as a Pre31dentlal candldate, he re—'”J

R plied, "It is ‘an offlce nelther to be acught nor declined. " He had v131ted'j1:
.,England in 1819 and after resigning frOm Congress in 1822 because cf ill ,i;FW
health, again embarked for Englend. He died in passage, at age 41 "Thls .
;j;Was a sad event ﬁor our ccuntry.' If he had llved, he propab1y would have;”
%een elected Presldent of the Unlted States, and hls wlsdom, moderatlon and

purlty mlght have saved us from the natlcnal d1v1elons to which we have been
\5subgected," Judge OtNeall wrote.” , e o SO e
P "Mrs. St. Julien- Ravenel‘a blography "The Life and Times of Hillrem
* Lowndes of South Carolina," contains many references to the Grove Planta-
" tion. | : |

After his marriage to Elizabeth Pinckmey in 1802, says Mrs. Ravenel, .
the "young couple egtablished ihemselves at the Horseshoe Plantaticn; which
Mr. Lowndes had inherited from his father, and instead of a ﬁoese in towﬁ, .
they had for a summer residence ®"The Grove," a pretty place juet outside of
Charleston, opposite the race—course. This place had during the Revolution

belonged to an old Mr. Gibbes, and had been adorned with many,rere shrubs
-end exotics... - ‘ . )

"In Mr. Lowndes s time these exotics had been replaced by oaks and
orange trces. A double row of the latter edged the river bank from the gate
to the house, and fine oalks dotted the lawn. . ‘

"The road leading to this pretty home was beautiful with ocaks, jessa-
mines, and the Cherokee rose, and was for years the favorite drive in the
environs of Charleston. The trees are aslmost all gcnefnow (1901) from the
road, and the place has long sinoe passed fronm the‘family, yet they are
5till generally known as 'Lowndea‘' Grove' and the 'Grove Lane', It must
be confessed that the place was not as healthy as beautiful — in the late
summer months it H:'B.s“ liable to fevers; and much ill health 'in Mr, Lowndes
and his family ‘might have been traced to their residence there."

’ ‘ Mrs. Ravenel's account is partly correct. Low'r'x'dea did have a house in

town, as he is listed at 89 Broad Street in city directories througn 1807.



'In the next extant city directory, that of 1809, he is listed: "LOWndes;

William, planter, Ashley River, back of race—ground." The next sequential o]

’ directory, that of 1813, lists: "Lowndes, William, planter, on Ashley

River, 2 miles from town."

. On March 23, 1812, Lowndes wrote to his wife f:ém Washington, whers L

;Congress was in session, "It is doubtful as ever when we shall -adjourn. If:

;;Q?f;'lell certainly be late enough to make me expect to find you at the Grove.

-“;#m: ‘The fOllOWlng year, on June T, 1813, he wrote from Hashlngton, pAs yes,

‘my dear W1fe, our weather 1s very pleasant, and I hope your Jourﬂey to the

" . Grove will have been less palnful than I thought you had reason to expect.® .

- Two years later, on the adgournment of Congress on Harch 3, 1815, "Mr"””

t'Lowndes wrote jbyously for his horses to meet him at Fayetteville, North
J“Carollna.' The Cheves famlly were to follow shortiy after, and he hoped for
long v131t frOm thenm at the Grove.f: Thls wes the famlly of hls fellow
ﬁcOngressman, Langdon Cheves of South Carollna.,f" - '
Lovymdes went to England in 1819, returning 1a October, brlnglng with
"him what he described as "the prettiest toy in England a perfect llttle
‘steam-engine to play with next summer at the Grove, It shall saw wood,'
. grind corm, ralae water, turn a lathe, etc. Although I have got for fifty
guineas what vould ‘have cost be 250 if I had ordered it, I am afrald that
I have made rather a foolish purchase. I do not believe, however, that the
largest machine in England is more perfect in all‘its parts.”
In a letter of Hovember 30, 1820, he con31dered making the Grove a
“grass farm." . ; o -
Lowndes account book for the period 1811~182T, kept, for hlm, and after )
Jhis death Tfor his wxdow, by the factors, Kerghaw and Lew1s, is now in the
collection of the S.0, Historical Society. It contains numerous entries of
funds paid for nails, salt, rice, rice flour, fruit irees, corn, peas, llme,
shoes and plaln white and blue cloth for the Grove. An 1ntrlgu1ng entry is
that of August 20, 1821, in which $93.60 was "paid for 10,400 Bricks for the
Grove." Possibly the brick were for additional slave quartei-s, as up io that
time there are autumnal entries for six pair of shoes for "the people at the
Grove.," Other entires of interest include one of Decembes 11, 1820, for
$47.89, "paid General Tax 1819 for the Grove"; one of May 25, 1822, for .
368.50, "paid your General Tax for 1821 for the Grbve"; and one. of July 23,
. ' 1827, for $13.55, "paid Road Tax — X Road (crossroad) Tax & poor Tax 1827
’ o on House & Farm on the neck." ) |

A gruesome sidelight of the period is focused on the property in the
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City Gazette and Daily Advertiger of Wednesdny, August 15, 1810, which
atates: "An inguest was held on Monday, on the body of a white man, found
dead in an old field adjoining the farm of Wm. Lowndes, esq. opposite tho
Race Course. The deceased appeared to have been kllled some time; he ‘had :j}
received a ball under his right breast ha was, as wall as 00uld be judged"
. about forty years of age five feet seven inches high, end had lost three';.i
.:of hls upper teeth the body had on Russian duclc Pantaloons, 1ong Quartergd?
;2A-"_ uifaboes tled w1th black rlbbon, a black hat with blue linlng but nelther coat
AR ;t'nor walstcoat. ‘The body much mangled by buzzards. . The jury brought in a“

verdict of 'w1lful murder against some person or persons unknown LR j““,"

, Thls is followed by an ‘item in the newspaper on Thursday, August 16

lfwhlch reads.;“we are 1nformed that the man found dead ln an old fleld

near the race course, and on whom ‘an 1nquest was held Monday last, Has a:
f;Frenchman' that he was kllled in a duel on the preceding Frlday, tbat two I
. ?men said to- be the eeoonds are taken up and commltted to prlson, and tbap gl

" the officers- of Justlce are in pursult of the pr1n01pal — Ha could not

- learn their names. o .
Following Lowndea'! death, his sidow apparently did not use the house
at the Grove as frequently, as she is listed in 1824 at 1l Orenge Street,_.
in 1829 at 15 Legare Street and finally in 1831 at 188 Tradd Street, cor-
ner of Logan, the pre-Revolutionary residence of Humphrey Sommers, which
she bought from the Sowmers heirs. She died in 1857,
Lowndes and his wife had two sons, Rawlins Lowndes, and invalid, who
o married Emma R. Hornby and died young, without issue, and Thomasa Pinckney )
Lowndes, who married Margaret Washington, granddaughter.of_bol. William )
. Washington of the Revolution. He also died early, leaviné-fhree children.
Before their deaths;_however, the brothers oonveyed the Grove to
James E. Boisseau on February 2, 1831, for 3$5,100. The property is des-—
cribed then as the "Plantation or Tract of Land'called the Grove lately
the property of the late Honorable William Lowmdes deceased situate...on
Ashley River...containing Thirty Three acres (33) of high Land." Boisseau,
on March 10, 1831, conveyed the property for $5,l00 to Anna M. Rose, Mar-
garet L. Rose, Amelia Roase and Arthur Gordon Rose. On April 16, 1857, the
_four Roses received a grant from the State of Soupb Carolina for 48,6 acres
of "high shoal and marshlands," inocluding the Grove farm and adjacent ma.rshes

The appearance of the property at that time is shown on the accompanying
plat,

Arthur Gordon Rose, who worked his way from clerk to pregident of the

1
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Bank of Charleaton, lived with his three 31sters 1n a house they owned )
jointly at Rutledge Avenue and Mill Street. He married Ellzabeth ngg_ ;
.fﬂ} Barnwell, daughter of Capt. Edward Barnwell and widow of her cousin N
| " Nathaniel Ba:nuell She died in'1830 and he subsequently mgrriad Eliza- :iﬁj

beth Gardner.’ The sisters remained unmarried. Anna Maria Rose died on-”f

'Z-August 11, 1858, at the age of 67 years, and.her,w111 devised her share in

the Grove and the Rutledge Avenue property to heri31aters Amella Rose ahd
Margaret Louxsa Rose, and after thelr deaths to her’ brother, Arthur Gordon .
‘ROSB, and after hls death to his ohlldren.- Amella Rose "died May 8, 1863, e

aged 85 years, leav1ng her share 1n the “two propertles to her surv1v1ng

'1.‘_: . 31ater, Margaret Louisa Rose, after whose death lt was to go to her brother,_;

Arthur Gordon Rbse. iMa.rgaret Loulsa Rose dled August 11, 1865 ai Green

‘vllle, aged 83 years._ Her Wlll dev1sed her share ln the Grove and tha
utledge Avenue property to her brother, Arthur Gordon Rose, and after ‘h;
H?death, to her nephew, Arthur B. Rose, son of Arthur Gordon Rose.a Arthui B.
‘?'Rose died: August 5, 1880 in London,'aged 83 years. 2 -“T %
| ' Arthur Gordon Rose, in his will probated January 27, 1881, stated- "I|vh
give and bequeath to my said son Arthur B Rose,...all my rlght and title to
my one fourth part Interest in the farm on Charleston Neck, known as the ’ﬂ-V
"Grove," the remaining three fourths thereof which belonged to my three -
sigters, now deoeased, being already bequeathed to him, at mjldgaih, by
thelr wills respectlvely.f | .
The aon, Arthur B. ‘Ross, received a classlcal education and attended
S -medical school- and completed his educatlon with a tour of Europe. On his \
return home, he did not practice melelne but beoame a planter at Rort Royal,
having inherited an estate from his mother. He married a Miss Guerard.
Following the Confederate War, he continued truck farmiﬁg at the Grove,
where he "was untiring_in his efforts to formulate and pﬁt in practice new
methods and crops adapted.to the changed condition of things," according
to his obituary in the News and Courier of June 27, 1892, He was elected
president of the Agrioultural Society of South Carolina. ' Rose was also one
of the carliest investors in the phosphate industry and founded the Rose
Mining Co. on the Ashley River, near Bee's Ferry. He was also founded Of_
Enoree Factory (apparently a cotton mill), near Spartanburg. Asked to rumn
for mayor of Charleston, he declined, but later was eiected alderman in
‘., . Courtenay s administration and was chairman of the street committee. He
was also prESldenu of the Phosphate Exchange, dlrector of the Imperial Fer-
tilizer Co., vice president of the Board of Trustees for theIW1lllam Enston
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Home, an "earnest Unitarian" and vestryman at the Unitarian Church. He ‘
was described as "a man of comanding presence’ who was "extremely generQUS;ﬁ :
) On the night of .Tune 25, 1892 " he retJ.red. about hls usual time, and his fa.m—
ily noticed nothlng unusual in his behavier. At dawn the follow1ng moTni—

.ing, he was found on a bench at Colonial Lake, having apparently shot him—"
., self through the head with a Smith- and Hesson pistol. No motive waa d;s—”‘
mﬁfclosed at the time, ‘but probate records state he dled 1nsolvent and ln—

"debted to his fa.ther's estate in the amount of 1;80 512.

: : “On January 29, 1881, soon after his father's death, Dr. Arthur B .
.'Rose sold to Frederzck W. Wagener; for 312 000, the "Tract known as Rose’

5?1Farm, on the North side of Grove Street 1n the Clty of Charleston," con—

s

taining 48 6 acfee, anludlng 33 2. aores of hlgh land and 14 44 acres of
lma.rsh Bar o

iy

Ex "':f 4

. Hagener, born October 29, 1832, near Bremerhaven;‘Germany, cam
fCharleston at age 16 by way of New York Jolnlng hls brother; John, in
’ 3f7bu51ness here. After some tlme as a clerk, he opened his own Bursness,r
| which prospered until the Confederate War. He entered the war as a lieu- -
tenant with Company A of the German Artillery when that unlt was ordered ,¥ }C
to take Fort Moultrie on December 27, 1860, and was commandlng officer of
the company when it surrendered in North Carclina in the sprlng of 1865.
In the fall of 1865, the firm of Wagener, Heath and Monsees opened its
doors on the northeast corner of‘East BayAend Queen streets. in 1873, the‘
firm beoame F.W. Wagener ,and Co. and in 1880 it moved to the southwest cor—
_ - ner of East Bay and Queen. It grew into onejof the leading wholesale gro-
cery establishments in the southeast, He was also proprietor of the Pine
Forest Inn, & popular resort at Stmmerville. Juring the Spanieh—Ameriean 1-
War, he was instrumental in having troops stationed at Summerv1lle and sup—
plied them with water from the artesian well on his hotel property.

Capt. Wagener never offered for polltlcal office, although several
times he was asked to run for mayor. (His brother, Gen, John A. Wagener,
was elected mayor in 1871.) His personal hobby was horses, and he built
the track known as the Wagener Track at the Grove. He died at age 89 on
November 25, 1921. ‘ )

Durlng Capt. Wagener's ownership, the Grove had a brief perlod of -
publ:.c use ag part of the South Carolina Interstate .and West Indian Ex- .

.p031tlon, which opened December 1 1901 and closed Hay 31, 1902.° At the
‘} C 'orga.nlzatlona.l meetlng of March 29, 1900, at Thompson Audltorlum; Capt.

Wagener was made chairman of the board of the exposition company.



The Spe01al Committee on Site, headed by Samuel H. Wllson, secured Op;
_tiong on available places and it was determined that the old Washington Rgcg
’*’ _ Course and what was known as the RHett Farm would be a fine site.for the ex—-

.

' p051t10n. However, tenants at the Rhett Farm refused to vacate on accop—';

EE . table terms and the commlttee chose "ihe beautiful farm of Captain qagenef

e

;ujWthh he generously placed at ‘the dlsposal of the Dlrectors for a term of

three years, nbsolutely without one dollar for rent, or any restrlctlonai

1

whetever as to the manner of its treatment by ‘the. archltect and landscane
artlsts," acCording to the "Short Hlstory“ ‘of ‘the exposition in the Charles—'
);%on Year Book of 1902.

R

The exp031tlon eventually took in part of Rhett Farm,

‘Arb ﬁas lav1shed on the one, and Hature was preserved on the other'ﬁsoi{E;f
gfwhlle the bands were playlng in.- the grand Court of Palaces, the blrds.weee
' sznglne in the trees on the Farm," the "Short History" notes., . : o
_'The‘"Ivory Clty" was built on what later became Hampton Perk. "Oﬁifﬁe”i 
‘Hagener Farm, or 'Natural Sectlon, as it was designated by the Architeet, o
stood the Maryland State Building, the New York Building, the Phlladelnhla
Bulldlng, the Race Course and Grand Stand, Venice in Amerlca, the Palace of
Art, the Illinois Bulldlng, the Cincinatti Bulldlng, the Guatemala Bulldlng,
_the Alaska Building, the Woman's Building, the Louisiana Purchase Building,
o and the Negro Building. = | | ' o
"Lalce Juanita, which was one of the most effective, features of the Nat-
.ural Section, was made by the construction of a dam across a tidal stream,
and upon this dam was placed the United States.Fisheriee-Building, and on
‘the northern side of the‘Lake, on the properiy ef John H, Devereaux, stood
the Machinery and Tranaportation Buildings. The etyle cf architecture em—
ployed in the Natural Section Was_varied. The Woman's Building Wwas pure
Golonﬁ.a.l, as were alsc the Maryland and Illinois Buildings, and the Art
Palace, The New York State Building was of Spanish type. . The Negro Build-
ing and the Machinery and Transportation Buildings were of the Mission type,
and the Philadelphia Building was of composite, but very beautiful and |
pleasing construction," the "Shord History"' noted. 5 e
o " ‘The Woman's Bullding, ‘of. course, was the Grove plantatlon house. The -
’ Exposition architect, Bradford Lee Gilbert of New York, gla.ssed in the lower
pPiazza or loggia. Accordlng to the Hews and Courier of December 1, 1902, a

"Colonial tea parler' was installed in the Myestern half of the glass
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enclosed lower ﬁiazza, where a fine view is had of the ripvling blue Ashley
and its wooded shores and great live oaks and magnolias that dot the land_ L
’ scape." The tea parlor was fJ.lled. with potted palms, evergreens a.nd tea
plants, with rugs on the ‘marble pavement and was described as "a perfect
picture of the inside of an Orlental tea house n The tea parlor Was

. e

; sponsored by the ladles of Dorchester County and tea grown ln that county .-

Thls room ‘was also used for art exhiblts. A restaurant was also 1nstalled

-and operated under the dlrectlon of Mrs. James M. Eason. Another feature'

Has a- llbrary of books by women, ooples of whloh were loaned by publlshers

S &

ind a.uthor.,_from tnroughout the Unlted States a:id'Eu.rope Rooms of ‘the °

hosse itself Were apparently used for hlstorlcal;tableaux, as the "Short
‘Hlstory“ speaks of "the gentle llttle old ladles and per1w1gged gentlemen_ ",
‘:f”“-who sllppcd down out of their frames to consult the tlme*stalned d0cuments ;;fa
" _in the glass cases .in the Colonial Rooms." , *';;;
A Accordlng to an account of the:time by Mrs. E, H Prlngle, chalrman of s
- Colonial Exhibits at the Woman's Building, "Three rooms and a large hall
- have been devoted to the.colonial exhibit, These rooms Temein as original-
1# built, with wainsooting and the old high mantels; A colonial diﬁing roon
and bedroom will be represented, with the fine old‘furniture of that date.'" |

According to Mrs. Leldlng s "Historic Houses of South Carollna, por—

- traits of George Washington and his kinsman, Col. William Washington, and of .7
Col. Joseph Habersham, first postmaster general, hung over the mantels.
Also exhibited were an ingraving of the famous palntlng of Gen. Francis
Marion inviting British officers to share his dinner of sweet potatoes and
another of Marion and his troops oxrossing the Pee Dee, A copy of the Gen-
eral Proclamation of Peaoe and an engraving showing Hashisgtop being blessed
by his mother before departing for battle, were also exhibited.

(Mrs. Leiding repeats the error of calling the house "colonial" on the
assuwaption that it was built by John Gibbes. She'also repeats the erraneous
story of the duel between Gadsden and Howe having taken place on 'the pro-
perty.)

Hrs,., Sarah Calhoun Simonds, wife of the wealthy banker, Andrew Simonds,

‘ was president of the Woman's Department of the Exposrtron. According to the
, " editor of "The Exposition,” Mrs. Arthur Gordon Rose (daughter—in-law-of
Dr. Arthur B. Rose), "Every one who could do anything, from speaking a for-

eign tongue to making caramels, put her talent at the disposal of the cause."”



.'uﬁother 1ngen10us forms of merry—maklng ~ and’ money—maklng 1 \53];. ) ;f

Lo, "

Lt ] A
A bewildering number of ectivitiee were organized by the Woman's Departmeht,
including, "prize drills,’ song recitals, Salmagundi pa;ties; bazaars, teaa;':
flower balls, concerts; egg-huntis, rummage sales, floral fairs, Japaneee l N
teas, balls, . lectures, Shakespearean recltals, Greek drllls, Hay—pole dances,

. tableaux vivants, Terp51chorean carnlvals, cake walks, strawberry festivals,

lawn parties, spectacular performances, harbor and river exourwlons, and

"T’: Ceremonles were held at the Homan's Bulldlng on the return to Phila—
m:ﬁ:delphla of the leerty Bell, after slx months on dlsplay at the Exposltlon,
'fon June 1, 1902. Durlng Pre31dent Theodore Roosevelt's v151t on April 9, L
‘ ”ll902 he attended an "elaborate luncheon" at the Homan 8 Bulldlng and alsoJe '
;tea party et wlich he was eerved by local dehutantes. ‘That nlght he whs th;T
guest of Capt Wagener at the Plne Forest Inn ' ) .

_?i A souvenlr booklet,‘“Charleston and the’ South Carollna Inter—State and
_f'West Indlan Exposmtlon " publlehed ln 1902, shovws a photograph of the Ho— S
" " man's ‘Building, with the’cutllne- "In this building has been brought to- .

‘gether cne of the‘finest and most Lnterestlng collectlons of anthue and mo-:
dern SDGClmenB of handiwork of women ever exhibited in thls oountry "

The photograph also shows, on the newly landscaped front lawn, the sculp-
ture, "Mother and Child," by Mlss Elise Ward of Missouri. She also exeouted
other sculptures for the Exposition, including a monumental one called "The
Huguenots."” The fate of ‘these sculptures after the Expoeltlon was dlsband—
ed is unknowm. ' : _ o .

Despite the fact that the Exposition brought millions of dollaxs into
Charleston's economy, and despite heavy spending of Capt. Wagener'!'s own )
: funds on the enterprixe, and despite the appropriation of Sl60,000 by the
U.8. Congress, the Exposition failed to pay for itself and went into re-
ceivership. -

The Grove, however, survived, and with the ehd of the Exposition, the
"Natural Section" buildings were removed and the place reverted to its ori-
ginal function of being a farm. The Wagener Track, which had been used for
races by the Exposition, now reverted to Capt. Wagener's private use.,, The
31te of the "Ivory City"” became Hampton Par& and the riverfront to the west
of the park became, in the 19203, the new site of The Cltadel

The years after thc Exposition saw expansion of residential arcas up
the Neck, and on April 26, 1913 and September 4; 1914, we find Capt. Wag-
ener entering.into agreements with the West Shore Corp. to fix the boundry

lines between his property and that of the developer. The 0id Roae plat

of the property was used to redraw the boundaries, taking into account the
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fact that the creek on the northern boundary of the Grove had changed course
since 1856, when the Rose plat was . made. The new boundary is marked X, Y
) : Z, B, on the plat. _ _ .
' Subsequently, Cant Wagener‘eeld the Grove.iteelf to a developer,n

. James Sottile, for 860 000 on March 6, 1919. The property is deacrlbed 1n

-' 1"the deed as the tract, formerly known as "Roses Fa:m h on the north slde cf

“'Grove Street, measurlng and’ contalnlng 48 6 acrea, lncludlng 33 2 acres of

FRPO _-._-,—. -

'hlgh land and 15 4 acres of marshland The deed refers %o _the Rose plat of
1‘;;“; s 351856 to deflne the property 8 boundarles, wlth the new llnea,tfexcept that :
e “,"the llne of the CreeL shown on sald plat.has baen changed slnce the date of

Sald plat‘ 1t being dlﬂtlnotly understood that the weatern boundary of Sald'L

*of the premlses' all rents due to be ald to Hagener, together w1th the

tfhé planted by hlm.ﬂ;3” ) ORI, SR U
Subsequently, Sottile subd1v1ded the farm 1nto blocks and lots as ., 4
- shown on the accompanylng plat of "Wagener Terrace" subd1v191on. .The plat ?
shows the plantation house W1th the Exposition amnex stlll attached 'The
3 large building to the northeaet is identified as a barn Sottlle retalned
" the plantation house, with its large iot, for himself, Accordlng to his
biography in Herbert Ravenel Sass's "The Story of the South Carolina Lpﬁ- .

oountry,” Sottile restored the house.' Mrs. Leiding gives his wife credit

= - for the restoration. . - o
Sottile . was born in Palermo, Sicily, on June 1, 1887, the youngest son
+ of seven c¢hildren of Salvatore Sottile, a mechanical engineef, and Rocina
(Albergams) Sottile. At the age of 12, he ceme to Charléstpn,‘where-his‘.
brother, Giovanni; was Italian consul for the Carolinas. He was educated in
Charleston's parochiel and publio sohools and entered business.

He was
naturalized as an American citizen in 1913, Initially, he was engaged in
the development of motion picture. theatres in the Charleston area, Then he
purchased the Charleston Hotel, which he managed until 1929, He was instru-
mental in development of the Isle of Palms and operated the.ferr} and elec-
tric car line between the mainland and the islands.. ﬁis dream, e bridge
across the Cooper River, was taken up and fulfilled by others. . He was

o amcng the eerly developers of the lands about Hampton Park and lands in N

’ . North Che_rleston near the U,S. Na.vy Yard. He and his family lived a.-t the

Grove until the mld—tventles when they moved to Florida. Sottile, taking
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edv&ntage of the crash of the Florida land boom, bought 20, OOO acres for
f‘} ' 330,000 near Miami, whioh he developed into South Dede Farms Inc.” He also
’ had a rarch in Brevard County, Florida, covering some 50 square mileg“ Du-

rlng World War II, he founded a conetructlon firm end the South Dade Far—

Ef~~l},mer'$ Bank. 'In later years, bhig. worth was estlmeted at 3100 mllllon.,:H;;

”gave to the publlc a. beyfront perk on Blecayne Bay 1n 1950

" He wes mer-_ -
Fied on June 16 1909, to Louise Lillian Mehlmenn, deughter of Wllliem end_ 2
-Rechel Hohlmann of Cherleston.‘ufr_'~; T },'¢1~n' SR :

- James Sottlle, on January 5, 1920, conveyed to Evelyn Reelty Co., the =
”iGrove house and grounds, plus ed;ecent land to the scuth, new the rlght of;&“
ey‘of Plret Av%nue._ The Evelyn’ Realty Co.,'on June 20, 1924, conveyed “tha
reﬁerty tc the Cherleeton Helghte Co., on September 19, 1924, conveyed the

roperty to Santo Sottile.‘ (One gathers ‘these transectlons were ectuelly

e Ry

1m-house" type ‘of GOnveyances, the kind of deed shuffling developera go
fthrough for tax purposes .and other reasone) .*_';11“_. o _
Thus Santo Sottlle became owWner of the property, which- was aubgect to.
| -a ;15 000 mortgage given on December 18 1919, to Belle Blank on November 15,
1922, to Mrs. Henrietta D. Koater. Mrs. Koagter was the yldqw,oﬁ Julius D.
_KOSter, Capt. Wagener's nephew and buslness partner.-
I Santo Sottile subsequently dled, leaving a will dated June 26 1930
in which he named the South Carollna National Bani, . ‘Santo Sottlle and _
Albert Sottile as executors of hlS estate. Mrs. Koster, on July 21, 1932,
flle her complelnt in the Court of Common Plees, against these executors,'-h
contendlng that they had falled to pay off the mortgage on the Grove pro-—.
party. The case was hcard on November 15, 1932, and the court decreed thar'
the prcperty be sold et‘eucrlon.t The auctlon was held on December 8, 1932,
and Mrs. Koster was the kigh bidder at 015 OOO Aocordlng te the court
decree, this bid.was to stand unless a higher bld Was eubmltted within 30
days of the auction. On Jenuary T, 1933, a bid of §20, OOO vasg submltted in
the name of C. Deas Gadsden. However, this bid was not cemplled with within
the 15 days requlred by the decree., Consequently, the Master of Equity ed— '
_vertised the sele again and sold the property again at publlc outecry on ' '
February 23, 1933. Mrs, Koster was again the highest bidder, at 817,500.
The property conveyed is described 1m the. deed as a lot with buildings,
) ’ ) ‘ ex;tending from Fifth Avemge to Sixth Avenee on’ thelEe.st and West lines and
N from First Avenue to Third Avenue on the South and North lines, and measur—
| ing 508 feet, siz inches on Fifth Avenuej 231 feet on Third Avenue; 480

feet on Sixth Avenue; and 399 feet on Firat Avenue; and containing approxi-
mately 3.47 acres. '

t



13,
Mrs. Koster appsrently never lived at the Grove, malntalnlng her resi—

ﬂ) " dence on Rutledge Avenue, On May 21, 1937, she sold the Grove property to .
' Albert ‘Gallatin Simms and Mrs., Ruth Hanna Simms, for $17, ooo

Lo -s'. .
T4

- Albert Gallatin Simas (named for Albert Gallatin, who was a- contem-.'.

:“:porary of William Lowndes and served as U.S. Secretary of the Treasury),l‘*‘:

*ﬁés a promlnent lawyor and bsnker of Albuquerque, N M ‘He hsd served 1n the'

e

dent—maker" of’the turn of the oentury snd the wldow of Medlll McCormi'

She was Republican nstlonsl comm1

HER B

man from I111n015 1n 1924—28 snd in 1930 was ‘a Republloan candldate for the“
U'S Senate. She was publlshes of two newspapers at Rookford, Ill., and

had "won natlonsl reoognltlon for her lnterest Ln chlld labor; olvio 1m-33~f:
j{.provement and women s, organlzatlon," acoordlng to a Hews_and Coorler story %?
*f:of May 22, 1937., T . el o
' " The SlmmsL told the News and Courier at tha-time that-‘i"They plan to
"use the re31denoe seasonably and t0 make extenslve changes in the property, ;
particularly in the grcunds." The Charleston firm of Slmons and Laphsm wasg
.retslned to restore the house. Aocording %o a stoxy in the Charleston Eve-
- ning Post, on Aprll 23, 1968 the Simms,’ in 1937, found on the _property an
BO—year-old former slave, Henry Brown, who had been born on the plantstlon
in 1857, and who served as gardener there until 'he dled Hhether .this 13‘3
tTue or not is not known, but the same story repests many other errors and

untrue statements conoernlng the house. . L .
- The Simms, on July 12 1937, bought from the- 01ty Counoil of Charles—
ton, for $2,000, a tract of marshland to the west of the houss, between yi’ﬂ -
- Fifth Avenue and the Ashley Rlver, contalnlng approxlmately 10 8 acres.;“_
City Council also grsnted to them the right to''"uge, occupy, landscape and
lmprove," that portlon of Fifth Avenue between the house lot snd the marsh,
by a resolutlon adopted- by council on Augusat 10, 193?._: e
The trsct of marshland had baen the property ot the Charleston Helghts
N Co, and on September 6, 1932, Sheriff Joseph M. Poulnot had selzed it for
- © tazes. The tract had been valued at $300 in 1931 with a tax oi’ 813.91.
: ' - Poulnot, on June 6 1934, conveyed the tract to City Counoll for $156.
This transaction was confirmed by a subsequent doed on Jul; 10, 1937,
The Simms, on May 26, 1941, conveyed the house and lot, the marsh iraot
and the right to use the portion of Fifth Avenue, for 327,000’to Walter Kent



. “plumber’ at’ the Eharleston Navy Yard. He “advanced through the grades as

20.

Prause. The Simms then bought the residence of Mrs. Edwin Parsons at 51
East Battery. l '

A

Prauge, new owner of the Grove, was born August 4, 1895, a son of
William C.D. Prause and Mrs, Helena Prause of Charleston, and by the age of
40 was one of the leading heating ehd plumbing contractors in Charleeton; -
,;The Plumblng and Hoatlng Trade. Journal of July 19, 1935, descrlbes him- as.:r‘
gix feet three inches tall, weighlng 230 pounds, v1th "blue eyes that 1ook

f{stralght at you. i Accordlng to the Journal hls formula for success waa:

]
1

NS tiok to quallty work and stay out of out—throat competltlon. That's how'_

I made my euccess. : Prause, at age 13, started work as an apprentice shlp s

na@plumber and mechanlc and opened hls own buslness'ln 1922._ Hls buslness

{very pr05perous and at one tlme employed as many as 60 persons. He”EEEf.e

_Marle A Holllngs.d He was pre51dent of the s. C. Master Plumhers' Assn.,and'f'

U of the Charleston ‘Rifle Club " He dled on September 4, 1973y ‘at age 78 &nd

In January, 1975 & flagpole dedicated to hla '
' memory was erected at the Country Club of Charleston, a glft of Milton
Pearlstine.

is burled in Betheny Cometery.'

To Prause can be attrlbuted thoe oxtraordlnary numbver ‘of plumblng fa01#<
lltles found in the house when the present owners acquired it.

- The property was conveyed by his widow, Mrs. Marie A. Prause, to

the present owner on July 25, 1974. ~ = = \'

Judging the age of a house is no easy tesk;'espeeielly when the house
has gone through as ﬁanyrchanges in ownefship and changes in taste as has

the house at Lowndes' Crove.

However, there are certain standards to which architectural historians

adherc in the "dating" of buildings. One rule is that architeotural and de-

corative detaills found'on upper floors are usuaily original, as remodelings
usually take placo in theo principal rooms of a house, those most likely to |
be seen by visitors, Thus, it can be assumed that the two Georgian style
mantels, complete with crossettes or "ears," which“are found in two of the

attic rooms are original to the house. On this basis, it can be assumed

that the main body of the house pre-dates the Adam period and therefore pre-
dates William Lowndes' ownership. _
_Tho house cannot be ''colonial" in period, for as we have geen, John

Gibbes' house was destroyed during or soon after the Revolution, and also



gtood comewhat t@ the gouthéast of the present housa, below Grove Street. .

‘ _ However, Georgian architecture continued %o be employed in the years__f;sl

’ . immediately after the Revolution a.nd prior to the 1ntroduct10n of the Adam
VA style of archltocture. Therefore, we can look for a ‘builder in the oarly’

post-Rcvolutlonary perlod

._ The earliest speclflc mentlon of a house is ‘in the conveyance of John

*Beaufaln IrV1ng s attorney, Jacob AEmlllus Irvzng,lto Mary Clodner Vesey,
*Ton July 9, 1796

‘ The deed r301tes the agreement by whioh John Beaufaln

1’sell kis farm,.“together with the Capital’ mefsauge tenemant or dwelllng

_':-house." The plantatlon ls then called Heddexrburm Lodge, a name whlch would'

also_conflrm the;exlstance of 2 house._.qb

‘:-tlal 1mprovemcnt has been made on the proparty, such as the constructlon of ]
H -a house. g ﬂ~-v f'f”'f" :"'- .’,"t ' Lo ’ \f,hf.
A John Beaufaln Irv1ng Bold the property for 1, 200 pounda sterllng in-
1796, having bought,lt for 1,500‘pounds sterling in,1793. This would.lndl-.?f
\ cate that he probably did not imprave the property during this perioa and 3
’ perhaps had let it run down, since he spent so much of his‘time in Jamaica:-;'
It may be assumed then, that éither the Honurable John Mathews, who '
sold the propérty-to Irvihg in 1793, built the house, or that Mathews! ‘
- . brother~in-law, George Abbott Hall, whoracquired the property in 1786, built
' the house. The documents by.which first Hall, and then Mathews, acguired f'
the property have been lost, 80 our comparison of purchase prices breaks !1T?.
dowvn here. | ‘ B .
However, the ‘census of 1790 comes to our regcue.. 'The census vas taken.ﬁ
by strcets, and George A. Hall is found toward the end of the ligt for the
Parish of St. Philip and St. Mlchael, near Nicholas Cobia and John Surtllf
(Sutcliffe), and other residents of Charleston Neck. Thus, Hall had his
residence on the Neck at the time of the census, which lists in his house- '
hold iwo free whitc males, threce free white females and sefén rlavas.
1% can be assumad then, that George Abbott Hall built a house some—
tine betﬁeen the time he purchased three adjoining lots in the initial oL
‘ brealup of Gibbes' property on August 23, 1786, end the taking of the cen-— :'_’
, ' sus in 1790. ' . - .
That %he house survived may be asccrtained in the following comparable

purchase prices, in which therc is no gubstantial drop: Mathews to Irving,‘



e :tatlons of the Carollna Lowcountry," with tha stat?ment that Lowndes bullt

1793, 1,500 sterling; Irving to Vesey, 1798, 1,200 pounds sterling; Vescy : h
to Lowndes, 1804, 3,000 guineas (the mortgage accompanying this last trang 7.
action iy conditioned on payment of 1,071 pounds, 19 Bhllllngs’ fourpense,

with legal interest. 9

Samuel Gaillard Stoncy, who apparently was the first attribute the

puilding of the Grove house to Lowndes, compoundu the arror, ln hls "Plan mﬂ

‘the house in 1803.. Thls is an absurdlty, as Loymdes acqulred the Propert;”g;f
Jln 1804. L ’ S i '-,.» o | C '“fT

f:;'gency, is apparent in the dlnlng room and the room above 1t‘b*Th15 style

*Wj:became n0pular in Charlcston in thc late 18203 and early 18303-= As Léwndes'é;

" widow did not.use "the’ Louse. during this perlod, 1t 'is unlikely that she: was

responsible for these changes, The crodit would go to the large and ex—t
panding Rose fanily, who probably lengthened the rear rooms of the house__ :
soon aftcr they boughn the property in 1831. The presense of beaded weather—
boarding on. the extcrlor of :bhis Téar addition 'would:-also- p01nt shon the ad~- E
dition!s being added.about this time, .as beading on weatherboarding went _
out of style soon after this time. The rear addifion is plainly marked on _t.
the plat of 1856. The reaf addition "trapped" inside the house the. semi-
circular stairwell, whioh orlglnally was a projecting bay on the rear of the.
house, with a window between the first and second floor landings. a
The present columned piazzas are plaihly shovn on the plat of 1856.
It is probable they were added by the Roses also; as the Gothic-style point—':
ed arches on the 19wer piazza or loggia were becqiing,popular about thel
time of their purchase of the property, fhe Gothic stfle having been suo;fr
cessfully revived by architect ﬁobert Mills, R » N
Subscguent owners also added their imprint to the house, The round
ceiling medalllon an the second floor hallway, for instance, is distinctly
Vlctor1an. The medallion is shown.in a photograph of the hallway publlshed
in "The Lxposition" magazine in 1900. he,same-photograph shows plain walls
and plain vainscotting in the hallway; consequentiy‘it is evident the pre-—
sent paneling was added after that date. _ '
Photographs of the houge taken before and durlng the -Exposition show
the house with a slate roof. The tile roof uppears'ln a photograph of the
house ywhiech anpeared in the News and Couricr about the time the Simms ac-

quired it., It is probable then, that the tilc roof was added when the



23.

Sottiles restorﬂd.the house after 1919. The present outbuildings, which
also have tiled roofs, were probubly added about the same tlme, as they
‘) . -do not appear on ‘the 1919 plat. -
| L Thc glasa of the loggia, of oourge, was added for the Exﬁoaition.
) All such’ addltlons have been sklllfully and pleasing- blended with orlglnal _
"detalls,‘so that they compllment the orlglnal and prov1de an overall atmos—J'“ﬂ

o

.f4§“ ;pnerc of grace and bcauty equal to that of any comparable Charleston man-__'

.
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The house itself is built entirely of black cypress and cedar
put together with old fashioned hand made nails,

The paneling in all thae rooms is very beautiful. and the houae
itsegf is built on the square Colonial style, having and inclosed .
Loggia in the brick basement which forms the first story of the housae
It also contains a lovely Circular Stairway,

and big fire places with e
finely carved mantles are found throughout the house, - e

i

The house 18 now inthe pgsaaaaion. of Mr. and Mra, walter K;V Prause .




The map facing is a detail from Sir Henry Clinton's "Sketch of the
Operations Befors Charlestown,“ in 1780.. It shows Charlestown Neok
, above the city, with the Broad Road or Great Path as its "spinal cord.!
' John Gibbes! house and garden are shown ‘to the east of "Glbbs Landlng."
The follow;ng is the map 3 key°' - '

-1

3 A.; Landlng Place of the Artlllery, Stores & Prov131ons, on

.

Charlestown Neck ffomhLlnnlngs Creek,‘ 7'ir *4;;.-5

ilst &'2nd Battns Brltlsh Grenadlers ; o : P :
G. -lst & 2nd, 3rd & 4th Battns Heﬁnn Grones .
'H. 1lst & 2nd Battn 713t Regt '
I. 33rd. Regiment o K. ’T‘th Reglment

L. 1lst & 2nd Battns nght Infantry ' | . :
M. lst & 2nd Battns 42nd Regt s

4. Hessian Jagers .. 0. Artillery & Park !

P. Comnissary's Tents

4y 5, and 6 — Redouts begun lst April for establishing the
First Parallel. . g :
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DESCRIPTION OF BUILDINGS AND IMPROVEMENTS

Approximate Liviig Space of 3-Story Mauéion: 6,968.8 Aq. g,
e Firnst Floon: Approximately 3,095.6 sq. {t. consisting of:

' ) : Entrance Flonida Room measuring 1375" by 50°'.

' ' Entrance Hall with Spiral Staiuvay. 12" x 29°
Two Sitting Rooms, each with firepfaces. 15'8" x 18'9" & 13'§" x 15'12"
Large Dining Room with FLnQp 1ee. 15'8" x 24!

| «Studg with Fireplace.

.-~ Large modern kitchen with cab&nata fnom floor to 12' cedling.

anahﬁaét Nook. -

‘Hal§ Bath,

"»T'Sécbnd Floon: App&oximazeﬁg_2,420.5 4q. §%. con&&ét&ng 0f:

Lange connecting Hall, 12' x 29°

Four Lange Bedrooms, each wuth 5unep€aLaa
Three and orfe-half baths.

-Large Ponch {675 »sq. §t. ]

ﬁand Fﬂoon- AppnOX4maIe£j 1 452 6 Aq ﬁf..coﬁiiétxng 0
-Two ﬂange Bednooma '

One smallf Sitting Room on Bedroom.
- One Bath.

* 16'6" x 25', I?’ x 20', 14" x 15" & 14" x 15’
| APP&OXAmaIQ ch&ﬂg Space of Carrndiage Houwse: 2,800 sq. f&.
'FLnat Floor: Approximately 1,600 sq. ft. consisting of:

_ Ue&y targe Den with Bar and Aflcove Sitting Anrea.
Billiand Room.

- Second Flooa: Approximately 1,200 sq. f£. comslsting of:
Two Large Bedrooms with donme& w.indows . '

Futl Bath.
Smalt Kitchen.

Approximate Living Space o4 Guest House: 753 sq. §4£.
One Ffoon:
Living Room
Bedroom

Bath
Spacious Kitchen.

"’ Approx.imate Space of Repair Shop: 164,27 sq. {t.

TOTAL APPROXIMATE SQUARE FOOTAGE OF THE THREE HOMES: 10,52!.8§

FURNTSHINGS NOT INCLUDED TN SALES PRICE.
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The plaf facing shows the property conveyed to Christopher Willi-
man by Robert Gibbes and his wife in 1790, I+ shows the ruins of John
Gibbes' house and the remants of his gardens. The tract is bounded on
the north by a new street 60 feet wide which is now called Grove Street. -‘t#f

Above the street is the property conveyed by Robert Gibbes and his wife
to George Abbott Hall in 1786.




The plat facing shows part of Wagener Terrace subdivision as
created by James Sottile in 1919. The plat shows the Grove house
. . 3
’ with the rear addition left over from the Exposition. The large

o b\i_ilding to the northeast is identified as a barm.
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CHARLESTON—THE FIRE AREAS, DRAWN IN 102§



The plat facing shows the¢ appearance of the Grove ﬁlantation at

tas 7 R
the time of the state grant to the Roses in 5. The drawing of the A
) dwelling shows the rear addition and the present piazzas, which were

probably added by the Roses soon after they bought the plantatlon from
the Lowndes in 1831. . '

- - The plat also shows’ later marklngs, such as the line, from X to Y

to Z to B whlch flxed ‘the northern boundary in agreemants between
Capt F | Hagener and the West Shore Corporatlon in 1913 and 1914.
.*;* “These cbangcs were made rnecessary . because tbe cTeek on the north side

"of the boundary had changed its course.






