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INTROVUCTION 

.. . :~'.}:.:" .· :::,~)-.'.' .. ~ .. :: ....... . 
. 'Y,'0 ~;,: ~it'.~:: 'cluvi..te.,~.t~n .U. .the. eowi..t:y -~e.a.t 06 ChM.lu.to•i County and .iA loea..ted 

. _}i'~it?;,:~;;J,ti: a pe.nbioula bounded by .the. Coope/l and Mhle.y R.i.vell.6 wh.i.eh eonve/lge 
' ,.,~.,.·1:1f.•.~::_;(:to 6Q/LJ11 .the. hctJtbOll .. ·The e.i..ty population .U. 69,510, wh.i.le. .the. ne..i.ghbo11.­

'~;,;:-;;;:2;::~<;:•:.:.::btg e.i..ty 06 Noll.th ChaJti.u.ton'6 popula..t.i.on .U. 65,630. The. 1980 eeiuM 
: /: ": · :. :. pla.ee.d .the .to.tctl, po pulcttion o 6 ChM.lu.ton, Se/llteley and Vo11.ehu.te/l 

: .·.:. · Coun.Uu a..t 430,301. The. UJtban Me.a, wilh .the. old pen.i.111.>u.la. e.i..ty a..t 
. . :.' .. . • ... ,..:_;.the. een.te/l, .. l.{.e.,~ .to .the nail.th up .the. pe.n..Uu.u.la. .to Goo1.> e C11.eelt and 

.. '. ,:.:~~2J.I;f, Summivr.ville, we.of ae1t.o,i,1.> .the. A..1.ltlelf ~ve/l .to S.t. Andltew1.> and. Ja.mu 
:. ·;\_,;;;_,;:1;."'A'::7ifi~11>la.nd, and ee14.t aM.01>1.> .the Coope.11. R.i.ve/l .to Mt. ~lea.1>an.t :q.n~ .the ... 

, 'd':!-i::~•'!:i!\-~beaehe.o ~ The. Coun.ty o 6 ChM.le.o.ton hM a eoM.t U!te o 6 91 m.i.liw !Al.Uh 
\3:;::tc••·$i.,fo.e.:U:tude '6Jt.om 1>ea level .to 25 6e.U. 'Ave1t.a.ge ljea.Jt. Jt.ou.nd .tempVULtMe. . 

_ •.. (;'f''/lf/;;ftfi;;~~"Jj,-66 deg11.e.u FalVtenhe.U ctitd pMC.en.t 06 po<.1>.i.ble "~hbt_e. _.i..~ 6_5. 2%. 
";'.:;-::<'.':7\\'•·2":·."Anniial aveJt.age. Jt.a.bt6ctU .U. 48.41 .i.nehe.o. ·. ·· .. · ... · · ·· · ·. -- .. : 
·-~-··.·, ··:-~-~~-u::~!~~.'.';:~:.-:_.:.:.;~."., -, ". , . ·'· - . .. ·~ .. I 

~- ;,, .. :.·. : .. 

ChM.le.1.>.ton WM O,l[,i.g.i.na.U.y 1.>e..t.tle.d blf Engl.uh Colon.i..6-tl> and named 
· ChaJLle.6 Town .i.n hono11. 06 K.i.ng Cha.Jt.leo II 06 Eng.land .in 1670. The. 

o,/[,(.g.b1ctl 1.>.i..te. .U. now ct huge. expooilion een.te/l ea.U.ed Chal!J'.e.6 Towne. 
. Lancli.ng. S holl.tllf .the.11.e.a. 6.teJt. .the. e.i..tlJ moved ae1to1.>1.> .the. Ao hlelf R.i.veJt. 

-···.'-

.to ili p11.eoen.t ee.n.teJt., and WM Jt.ename.d ChM.liw.ton a..t .the .t.:i.me. 06 

.bieo1tpo11.a.ti.on .ln 178 3. HeJt.e. .the. 6~.t .independent gove.Jt.nmen.t .in Amvr.i.ea 
mu 1.>e.t up - .the. 1.>ea..t 06 goveJtrune.n.t be.i.ng loea..ted .in .the Old Ex.eha.nge 
Bu..lld.i.ng wh.i.eh 1.>:UU 1>.tandl> .todalf a..t .the. 600.t o 6 BJt.oad S.t!t.e.e.t ( 1.> e.e. 

-·~ 

... 

· n_ex..t page). ChM.le.o.ton .iA 6ctmou.6 6oJt. w ou..tl>.tand.i.ng ex.ctmp{iw 06 _ 
eolon.la.l a.Jt.eltile.c..twr.e ht ili miiny be.a.ll.t.i.6ul old mani.i.0111.> and h.i..6.to,/[,(.e 
pubUe bu..ted.i.ng,~. Equ.a.Uy 6a.muu.o G.11.e. .the. many h.i..6.to,/[,(.e old ehMehe.o 
.i.n .the old c..i..ty, and .the. wol!J'.d ~a.mou.o ga.'1.de.111.>. 
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THE GIBBS HOUSE ON CHARIESTON NEC£; 

A Colonial pL9ce commonly known as the Gibbs House on Charleston 
Neck is the house still standing on the Bank of' the Ashlay Rivar. 

I 
According to Judge· H.A.M. Smith. on March 2nd 1701• a grant was 
made to Patrick Scott for one hundred and ninety acres on Charleston 
Neck, the boundries. showing that it included all of the Joseph Dalton 
grant lying to the west of the part held by Joseph Blake. 

Scott must have therefore acquired from transferees or Jane Lawson 
all this remainder and taken out a new grant himself. · 
In addition to other legal matters connected with this and other 
adjouring lands in a deed from Patrick Scott to Richard Cartwright 
dated October 31.1710., it is recited that this one hundred and ninety 
acres was a parcel of a greater quantity of' isnd formally granted to 
Joseph Dalton. 

Sometime later under the will C1f Richard Cartwright who had acquired 
a great deal of that Land, much of the property passed to his three 
sons, Daniel, Richard and Rugh. · · 
A greater part of the one hundred and ninety sores, with additional 
land to the north fell to the Portion given to Daniel Cartwright, who 
conveyed it in 1738 to John Braithwaite. · · 
It then passed to John Gibbea, but f'rom whom John Gibbes acquired it 
has not been ascertained. It was certainly in his possession in 1769 
when he obtained a grant of' the marsh land fronting on the river. 

Gibbes.' property has been generally known as the norove Farm or Plan­
tationn and embraces the area between Congress street and the Cree~ 
Nor~ of the Farm lately owned by Captain F.W. Wagener. and which was 

_ l:,ong known as "Lowndes Grove" and Rose Farm. 

Lowndes Grove was famous as a field of'ronor and many famous duels took 
place there, the moat noted being the duel between General Christopher 
Gadsden and General Howe. (this having taken place August 13th, 1778.) 

Some of the most noted duels in the 19th Century were bet-ireen Wilson 
and Simons, Hunt and Ramsey, Craft and Boy, Reynolds and Brawley, 
Robertson and Waring, Cohen and Moise, and other encount.ers of' a later 
date well known to the older inhabitants of the co=unity. 

The last duel in the State occurred in 1880, but did not take place 
in Charle st on. 

The present Hampton Park which included the Race course, is on th~ 
"Grove Plantetiontt. 
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Legend inevitably attaches its tenacious, if invisable, vines to a 

structure such as Lowndes 1 Grove, .the very physical, appearance and environ­

ment of which seem to beget romance. Conaequently, much that hae been said 
'· .. :.: 

and 1<ri tten about the mansion and its oak-shaded surroundings is. facinating .. ':::;~ 

and entertaining, but unfortunatoly is untrue,. This history is an attempt:•::•:/;' 

to ,.·set the record ~tra~gh~," and to present the. history of the house ~d .j;;z:f: 
,, ., . its grounds' .the truth of which is faoinating and romantic enough t.o make. " .• :· 

. : . ~ - .-:-.;• ... ; -

<any ·1egendizing see.m .like. unnecessary nonsense. 
. .. .,., ... ···--··•·'·" 

Even the roots of the property's history have been misrepresented. 
,. ~ ., :./ 

It has been W:ri tten previously, in ,the newspapers, that t]:ie property was : .. ,:;:.;,~~' 

· ... ::~:~:~~~o ::~ ::~~:: ::::: :::t::e t~: :r~:ks::::tw: ~:~:of H:w- ::····.··.·.'.······· .. r··.-.·_.·.~~ .•. :.~_· .. ~.:, .•. -:·.-.·.·.:.i.·_, .. _~_:.•.:.':·.·.:.:,'·.·.·-·.;··., ..•... :.i,:.· 

.•.. ~,iii.r~er tract granted prerlously to Joseph Dalton, and ·that the northern· . __ 
.~ .··_;;;:''.·" . .:. ·, . •. - .. . - . . . . . ~.' ' ' ... 

· ... :•.·•boundary of Joseph Dal ton 1 s grant was 8.n east-west line .running along 

present-day Huger,,Street. 

·The earliest known owner of the property north of Dal ton·• s grant was 

one Richard Cartwright, who left the property to his three sons, Daniel, 

Hugh and Richard, along with the greater part of .the former.Patrick ::;cott 

lands to the south, Patrick Scott had sold the lands to the south to Dove 

Williamson in 1710, and 1filliamson had sold them to Richard Cartwright in 

1712. Exactly when Richard Cartwright acquired the lands north of the 

Dal ton-Scott lands is unc'iear. However, the "Carte Partiouliere de la 

Caroline , 11 in the S •. c. Historical Society collection, .shows Cart"liright \ 

among landowners on Charlestown Neok •. The "Carte Particuliere" is a French 

map of circa 1696, which was copied from an English map of circa 1695, and 

gives the names and locations of approximately 200 landowners between the 

Edisto and South Santee rivers. 
I 

Richard Cartwright's will is not extant, but it is cited in a deed of 

May 9, 17 38, by whi.ch his son, Daniel Cartwright, 'planter, and Sarah his 

wife, conveyed to John Draithwaite, Esquire, for 6,000 pounds current money 

of the provinc'e, the bulk of his father's lands, totalling 227 acres arid · 

two roods. The property is described as bordering. east on lands of Othniel 

Beale, merchant and "the Broad road Leading from Charlestown (present-day 

King Street)".! west on the Ashley River and the marshes thereof;·north on 

lands of the estate of Robert Hume, lands 'of Hugh Cartwright and the 

marshes of a small creek running into Ashley River, and south on lands 

formerly of John Walker, Dove Williams and Patrick Scott, 



') 

2. 

Following that conveyance, there is a gap in the record and the pro­

perty is next found in the possession of John Gibbes. When and from whom 

Gibbcs acquired the property is not laiown; however, he held it in 1769 when 

he obtained a grant for the marsh land frontincr on the river. The grant 

refers to the plantation as "Orange Grove," but later the property is usual­

ly called the Grove plantation or the Grove farm. It included some 232 

a~res according to a plat of John Gibbes 1 property in 1770 and included th~ 
' 1 . ·';';: 

. : , area between present-day 

.• .::/p,:operty. (This. plat is 

Congress Street and the crGek north of ·the present ···::· 

c.i tad by his tori~ Henry A. M. S~i th in his his.:_.'.+:;~: 
. . . . . . ' 

tory, ''Charleston and Charleston Neck," South Oarolina Historical and Gene­

·alogical Magazine, Vol, 19, pp. 12-15, but this writer was.unable to lo~.' 

"'- ~.; .... ;:,Y,.~~1;e tho pl'.1:\:Y , ,' , ' ( , . . , , ·: ·< • ·-

- -:.\;::~;!;~;: .. ·· · It .has been written previou~1,~ 'in ~e~~~aper a~~o~ts that 

-.-. · "··>'::ii);.':, .'duel bet1<een. the Patriot generals,- Christopher Gadsden of South Carolina 
.. ·.-:.·~.·:,;.;:~:\ .... :.~(,_ ""····:· ··~· ··. '·, ... ' .. ·.- ·. : ... ,· .. ; : . .. '"'':" :'·.: .-. __ .,' '. '· . _ .... ' . ·.-. .- ·'" ·-· ... :·:· 

·.,.·"and Robert Howe of North Carolina. ·took place at the Grove, However, ... - -·· .. ' ' .· ... · .. ' . 
Dr, Joseph 1 Johnson 1 s "Tra.di tions · and Reminiscences Chiefly. of the Ameri- · 

oan Revolution in the South," and a contemporary account in .the South Ca­

rolina Gazette of Sept. 3, .1778, state otheri·rise. According to .both ac.o 

counts, the duel.took plaoe "behind Mr. Peroy's House, 11 This was the pro­

perty of' William Percy, in the 

Street, very much to the south 

vicinity of' Rutledge Avenue and Boga.Xd 

of Gibb es 1 property, . 

Alexander Garden, 1<ho married a niece of John Gibbes, discusses tb,e 

Grove farm in his "Anecdotes of the Revolutionary War in America." Garden 

states- that the time of the -invasion of South Carolina by .British troops 

under Maj, Gen. Augustine Prevost, "a considerable .British foroe occupied 

.the house and plantation of Mr. Robert Gibbes, on the Stano River. At the 

period of' their arrival there, Mr. John Gibbes, a respectable gentleman,. 

worn down by ·age·and infirmity, was on a visit to· his brother, His usual 

residence· was on a farm called. the Grove, where the Race Ground is now es- . 

tablished, comprehending seY~ral of' the neighbouring gentlemen's seats, 

.. 

and at the period improved not only with taste in, the disposition of the 

grounds, but by the introduction of numberless exotics of the highest, 

beauty. He had in addition, a green-house and pinery, in the best condition. 

A Major Sheridan, arriving from the army on the Neck, at Mr. Gibbes, was 

asked by an officer, in the presence of the brothers, ~ 'What ~ews? shall 

we gain possession of the city?' 1 I fear not,.1 replied Sheridan, 1 but we 

have made glorious havoc of the property in the vicinity, I yesterday 

witnessed the destruction of an elegant establishment belonging to an 



arch Rebel, who luckily for himself was absent •. You would have been de­

lighted to see how quickly the pine apples were shared among our men, and 

how rapidly hie trees and ornamental shrubs were levelled with the. dust.•. 

Mr. John Gibbes, who was a man of strong passions, could hea_r no more, and 

regardless of consequences, with indi@lation, exclaimed, 1 I hope· that the 

. Almighty will cause the arm of the scoundrel wh.o st'."Uck the . first blow to· 

'' .'-·:·;. . ')--

wither to his shounder. 1 .. 'How is this, Sir, 1 said Sheridan. 'Dare you, 

... .'''Sir, use such language to me. 1 · 'Yea, 1 said Mr. Gibbes, 'and would repeat . .,.,.; 

··--: .. :'it at the Altar.' 'The provocation,' s_aid the commanding office;r present, 

•sufficiently justifies the anger of Mr. G:i,bbes; for your:own credit, Sher-

.,. idan, let the matter drop. 1 . The cat.astrophe was dreadful. To banish 

.· J~.:·;.{,"::.iS:t~~ught,Mr. 9,~bbes-; unhappily driven to the indulgence of an 1.nterperen°:
1
e · 

;,~:~r~t;~:~z,befo_re unknown, re~ired to. his bed - and rose no more". 

· '''i•'.·'.•'"':.'•'Ht•"; :'" · · A very dramatic sto.ry, but Garden has his facts mixed and perhaps 
' ... ~~·~:~':. .~: :~;:~·?,':{.-{ ;.:; : ::· : ··. . . ' . . . . ,, . 
· ,, · · · .:,.:,.•··truth is embroidered • 

. . . . . ,. . .,;--.-~ .. -··: ·. 
·1··•_,··.-··.·. 

Prevost, in pursuit of Patriot forces under Gen. William Moultrie, 

crossed Ashley Ferry .and advanced down Dorcheste.r Road to Charlestown 

Neck in May of 1779,, and retreated soon afterward. However., Gib bee 1 

house and gardens were apparently still intact when British and Hessian . . ',' 

troops invaded the neck again on March 29, 1780, under command of Sir 
' 

Henry Clinton. Dia~ies of Hessian officers, published recently under the 

title, "The Siege of Charleston," speak of the house and gardens as being 
I 

intact. 

Capt. Johann Ewald, on March 30, 1780, wrote in hie diary, "The jagere 

aro posted at ·Gibbes 1 house where I did picket duty in one of the moat 

beautiful pleasure .gardens.in the world. ·The rigl;lt wing of our.detachment 

rested upon Gibbee 1 Creek and was in a line with the light infantry. Half 

a mile from the house there is a ferry on the Ashley River from which, 

making use of several creeks, one can get by boat to within a quarter a 

mile of this plantation." Thie no doubt refers ta Gib bee 1 landing, where 

supportive troops and supplies were landed on March 30, after the main army 
.· 

had crossed the river and come down the :Broad Road or "great path." The 

landing is marked on Sir Henry Clinton's map of the "Operations before 

Charlestown, 11 and indicated as "Landing Place of .the ArtillerJ, Stores and 

Provisions, on Charlestown Neck free Linning1 e Creek, the 30th March, the 

Army ·having crossed Ashley River at Draytane (15 ,miles ahove town) the Day 

preceding." The map also shows a plantation house with outbuildings and 

gardens which fit the description of Gibbes 1 farm, with the various en­

campments in the vicinity. 

... 



_, 
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The farm was als_o the scene of the f.irst skirmish of the siege. This 

event is described in Dr. John MaCrad,y 1 s "History of South Carolina in .the 

Revolution, 1775-17.80," in whioh hti r_elates that on March 29, 1780, Col. 

John Laurens, in command of about 200 men, was sent up t.he great path to 

meet the enemy's advance parties. 

... 

• 11 on the following day, the 30th," relates McCrady, "Sir Henry Clinton 

. :. ': .· 
·-, .. ,, . ........ 

... 
ordered the light infantry and yagers, supported by the grenadiers and the· .'Cc· .. . . / . . . - ~-::::.:..;~ ; 

toward the town •. ''t:\.• . 
' . ' ·- ···' . ··. ' 

:.This they did, and met with no opposition for :ten _miles of their ;,,arch; b~t':'J.(; . . '" ... ·_ .. '' ~·~ .-. 

·. other carps and re.,giments; to gain the road and to move 

. as they approached Gibbes 1 s farm, about two miles from.the. town, their ad-·:;:'/; . 
. :., ..... 

.. · .. ·.,;i;~~,;; .,;~~:~-:h;:o~: e ~~:s:i: o;w:~ :e ~ :1: :~gm::~:~~::: ~u:;;s :;::: ~:~~~:_htjo:rodk ___ .. ··_:._;:~-·_;_·_~_::f,·:•~·:'~ .. 'i.·.··::·-····--~_ .. i.:.:_,_,_:.·_:_,:·_•,;_•.:_•_·_:_:_._· 

· .:.>.,.,.;::o;;•);_,· (Philip) Lowe, with ninety men and :two field-pieces. '.·This .skirmish . -"::.: 
··~;"\·,;;y·~·;·:·.~:-::' ,_,' .. ; .·. :· .- - . . . . >. " ' .- • • • • • • , • ••• • • 

· ·','.o_•s;.~. · .. _·place· in .iriew of both armies and of many ladies of Charlestown; who came out .;c",_ 

... "· .. . to·' th~· ;,orks',_· and who continued to".do so even after the· firing from the tu~'·''> 
,"[,•,, ... 

, 

-~ 

had begun,. and would, with all the composure. imaginable, watch the cannon-

ading of the enemy. In this first encounter of the siege Ca~tain Bowman· 

(Major Joseph Bowman, First North Carolina Continental Regiment) of Hogan' a· 

No·rth Carolina brigade, was killed, and Major Hyrne and seven privates were 

· wounded. On the British side the Earl of Cai thness 1 aide-d~-camp 'tci' the 

Commander-in-Chief,· was· wounded,· with several men. 1 About ·dark Colonel 

Laurens and his party fell back to the lines." This story is also told in 

the memoirs of.Gen,_Moult,rie and of Banastre Tarleton, but not as well as 
. ···. 

McCrady tells j_t. Tarlet_on added. that after the skirmish, "The royal army, 

without farther molestation, took a position 

and a half from Charlestown, and effectually 

',• 

across the neck, about a 
' ' . ' 

invested it, between the 

mile 

rivers 

Ashley and Cooper." _The.re they would remain unti;t the cfty surrendered the 

following May. 

Getting baclc to the Hessians and their dbcuesion of the Grove, Capt. 

Johann Hinrichs recorded in his diary on March 31 that "the two gunboats . 

anchored behind Gibbcs 1 plantation, so as to cover olir communication across 

. the Ashley, Our line of communication with the boats was as fallows: ,from 

a landing place behind Gibbes 1 house, situated in line with our camp, to 

the Hew York Volunteers on the other· side of the river and from there by 

way of Fenwick' a Point to Wappoo Creek, on bath sides of whioh w~re sta­

tioned North and South Carolina militia, and then along the far .side of the 

Wappoo, through the cut, to Hu;yn 1 e brigade an the Stano near the magazines. 

A wondarful disposition! From this day an hurdles, entrenching tools, and 

provisions were brought over, as well as disjointed mante.lets fourteen feet 



long and ton feet high that had been built in New York and were being put 

together at Gibbes', where the engineers and artillery were talcing post." 

Hinrichs 1 fellow officer, Capt •. Ewald, tells a different story about 

these J1lantelets. "Major Moncrieff of the Engineers bad· all. the wooden 
' houses in the neighborhood torn down today. Frol1l the boards and beams of 

... these he had his men make mantelets to be used in building the -~~r s;i.de 

<'·of the batteries and re<!-oubts and also the cheeks of the .embrasures. . ~ ... 
.:'';: '','mante.lets are six ·feet high and fourteen long and have three legs. . . 

These 

It takes 

eighteen men to. oaxry one of .them ... The~ are a gre~t. saving and straw ropes'. 

a.nd fasoines. Just as soori as the engineers set them down ·the form of the· 

.. c battery or ·redoubt .is finished and .the. workmen need only throw the eaxth 

·.:. i.'..:.,~>:f~om the trenc;:h~s ag3:i.nst i t. 11 • " • 

,_, ,. - ; '~ '-.'--.·~·-'·_._ -.~ " -~ . . . t: ..... ·- . . . . :. : ., ... ,:~··'~' :, . ·)· -'"• . . .... . •. 

·--~ .. 

'··'·'·>·'.·~·,:·>·::·.":A letter from Sir A.~. Hamond. to .Captain Elphinetone, .March 26, .11eo ·" ... 
·"'_'.~,--.. -•.:tf\.•",~"'. j'.1·, ; - :: • ._ ........ : ...... .' • • ' ••• 

.:.' .:;:i,'t:i•J't~, (five days before Hizirichs' .entry), is . cited. by ·.the editor of "The. Si11ge of :,'. 

. ·.').'.~:ii#,~lj;::&i'icliarieston;, as ~ention~gi: · "The (sllipfFame ~ith the Engineers' tlmber is .' ,· 
• • • ·:·.~ .• ' - ' 1 • ' • • •• " • 

' '....• - .. ·on her way. 11 

The accounts of both Capt. Ewald and Capt. Hinrichs, .ho~11ver; are both· 

so vivid and seel1lingly factual that it is probable .that both, are co=ect. 

In order to build fortifications across the peninsl.il~.,· it might have been 
. ~ .. 

necessary to supplement the pre-fabricated New York mantelets with expedient 

types made from wrecked houses. 
. 

The impor.:tant question,. however, is whether Gibb es 1 . house met this fate. 

Apparently it:'did' not, because Ewald continues to ·speak of.Gibbes' house as 

_if it is still there. It.is not known whether the house was construction 

of wood or brick, but perhaps it was too useful at the ti.me to destroy. 

B;wald wrote, on April 1, that, "Yesterday as well .as. today we have been en­

gaged in bringing heavy pieces, milnitions, entre~ching tools, gabions, fas­

cines, and provisions from Linning1 s Creek (now Charles Towne Landing) over 

the Ashley River to Gibbes 1 Ferry. The country around Gibbes 1 house has 

been !1lade a part ~d depot for the siege, and the greenhouse a laboratory." 

On April 2, he notca, "The. 'place d 1armea• far the guard and the working 

partias·was to be on the highway from Dorchester to Charlestown, where,the 

road to Gibbes 1 house intersects it. 11 On th<> same date, he states, "To­

ward evening the jager picket was withdrawn to Gibbes 1 house." On April 5, 
-

he writes, "In the evening the jagar detachment changed camps. We moved 

into the woods close to the left bank of the 

Gibbes 1 house two hundred paces behind us. 11 

loneer mentioned, e.l though Hessian, British 
..... 

Ashley River, so that we had 

After that, the house is no 

and Tory troops continued to 



o. 

encamp on the plantation. Perhaps they set fire to it, or perhaps it was 

de.strayed by artillery fire from the oi ty 1 s defences. · 

In any event, it is certain that the house was destroyed either dur­

ing or soon after the Revolution, as it is shown on a. plat of the 1790s in 

a ruined conditon. 

John Gibbes was born December 29, 1733, a son of John Gibb es and 

Mar:y Woodward, his first wife. Th'c younger John Gibbes married on May 2, 

1754, Margaret Ann Stevens •.. They had no children and she apparently pre-
. , " . 

··.deceased him, so that, when John Gibbes die?- (the date of his death is not 

lmolm), his estate. fell to his brother .Robert Gibb es, owner of the Stano 

River plantatibn at which Garden ,claims that John, Gibbes ,drank himself' to 

death. Robert .. Gibb<es was born .on July 13, 1732, .and was named for his 
.. .:.. . , - :. . . . . . . ,. , . . ,,. .. . I .. ·. . . . . . . . ·. , . " .. ,c,. . 

. .. ancestor, Robert Gibbes (1644-1715), wlio was Proprietors' Deputy,· and 
~ .. ~. - . ·- . . . . . . . . . 

: Go,;erno; .and Chief Justice of: South C11rolina. :. Robert Gibbes. ,;,arried, · 

. Ann Stanyarne, on Mey i 7, 1753, and second; on Mar~h .31, 1764,. Sar~ Reeve, 

'i;he daughter. of his fatheria' .third wife, Ann Barnwell1 .by.her second hus-

band, Ambrose Reeve. 

Robert Gibbes and Sarah his wife divided.up the 

selling off large portions, in the 1780s and 1790s. 

Grove plantation, 

The area now occupied .· 
by Hampton Park was acquired by the South Carolina Jockey Club whicn de­

veloped there the ·Washington Race Course. This course became one of the 

most important race ·tracks in the state, with horse breeders and horse 

lovers from as :f'ar away as Virginia, Kentucky and Mississippi, convergin.g 

there for "Raoe lfoeki' each February. Race W~ek was also an important. so-­

cial season for Charleston, with balls, banquets and other festivities 

helq. 

In one of the several transactions which broke up 

plantation, Robert Gibbes and Sarah his wife conveyed 

on October 3, 1790, for 920 pounds. sterling, 80 acres 

the original Grove 
l,,ltl,'IJ:'"~ A/ 

to Robert 11i1lit!lh16 1 

.of high land. A 

plat dated September 20, 1793, and included here, shows the land conveyed 

bounded north on "a street lately made," which is recognizable as Greve 

Street. It' also sha.ws, just south of this road and west of an intersect-, 

ing road, the ruins of a house and some ponds which are undoubtedly the 

remains· of John Gib bes 1 house and gardens. The plat· identifies the land 

above the "street lately made" as the property of George Abbott Hal~. 

This tract above Grove Street was conveyed to Hall by Robert Gibbes 

and his wife Sarah on August 23, 1786. The deed of this conveyance is not 

on record, but it is cited in a later deed of conveyance (from John Mathews 

!·,' 

,•· 

' ... 

-.. ;, 
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and Mary his wife to John Beaufain .Irving). According to the later deed, 

the property was described as "three several lots being part of a tract of 
' . 

land called the grove near Charleston." The lo.ts were numbered 18, · 19 and 

20 on a plat annexed to the 1786 conveyanoe (and .therefore also not on re­

cord). Together, the three lots apparently totalled about 28 and.one-half 

acres of high ground, and included the present ,site of Lowndes' Grove. 

George Abbott Hall,. a planter; was married to a niece of. John· and 

Robert Gibbes ~ Loia Mathews, daughter of their sister, Sa.rah Gibbes, 
. . .. .· ..... 

• (.- f 

·and John Mathews.Sr. ,He died in 1791, and his will _devised prop~~ty.on -·- "·"'•·. 

Tradd Street .to his two sons, George Hall and John Ladson Hall and orderetl'. 
' ' . . 

that his otlier lands, in South Carolina and Georgia, b.e .''so~.d to, the best 

•. _.adv~tage11 and,.:the. proc~e.ds divided among his seven daughters for their.· . 

.. •):~;<F: education' and ;~pport until ~h·e/ ;e<lched: age 21 o;· ~ar~ied~ · .. _, .• '' : ''.. , 

. ' .·:g~~·,,. ··:·Hall's Grove property is subsequently found 
0

in the hands 'at his bro: 

· >ther-in-law, the Honorable John Math~ws. :: Mathews had been a delegate· to··;--·:; 

" Congress during the .Revolution and was governor of South Carolina after the · 

Revolution. He was also.one of the first judges of the Court.of Equity. 

He died in Ootober, 1802 1 .at age 58. 

Mathews and his. wife, :t:he former Mary llragg, conveyed Hall's Grcive 

property on March 27, 1793, to John Beaufain Irving, Esquire, for 1 1500 

sterling.' John Be.~ufain Irving (not to be oonfused with his son by the 

same name, author of "Day on Cooper River) was a planter who divided his· 

time between Charleston and Ironshore, Jamaica. 

April 6, 1813, leaving his wife, Susanna, with 

old. 

s;e died in Charleston, 

the son,. then three years 

John Beaufain Irving, on May 10, 1796, appointed Jacob AEmilius Irving 

as his attorney, with authorization to sell his farm, "containing by esti­

mation with the gardens and grounds. thereto belonging twenty eight acres 

one half of an acre or thereabouts ~together with the Capital mesaauge 

tenement or d1<elling house and all the houses thereon standing and being 

erected and built formerly called the Grove but at present known by the 

name of Wedderburn Lodge." 

Jacob AEmilius, also a planter at Ironshore, Jamaica and married to 

Hanrtah Margaret Corbett of Charleston, sold the property on Ju1y_8, 1796 

to Mary Clodnar, "commonly called Mary Vesey a free East Indian n,ow re­

siding in the city of Charleston." The purchase price was 1,200 pounds 

sterling. The property is described as composing lots numbered 18, 19 and 

20 in the 1786 ·plat, "which said three lots of land now forming one tract 

•• 



the property of the said John Beaufain Irving are at present known by the 

name of Wedderburn Lodge, together with the use of a road leading thereto and 

of a street to the southlfard of the said three lots si::r::ty feet in width." 

The· street, "sixty feet in width," to the south is, 'of course, Grove Street. 

Mary Clodner Vesey died leaving no will to dispose of her property. 

John Vesey, one of her heirs, petitioned the Court of Common Pleas for a 

writ of partition. The justices granted the writ of partition to five com-. - .. 
missioners,· Robert B. Histop, John R. Cleary, Samuel H •. Pratt,· Nicholas <. ·~ •<·· .· 

... Hi~hland a,;,d Patrick McLaur'.. On Januar:r 31, 1804, the commissioners certi:...: ::. 

fied that they had examined the premises and were of the opinion that a fair 

. . ... and equal partition of the property among the heirs .could not be made. The 

: ·;:.·,;,:: '\' j~stices then o:cdered the sheriff to sell the property at, auction, With the ' · 

·~l .. ;L;};,f~(t{8:~~~·~~~~ t~ be''•·filyided ~ong the heirs. ,,'. ... · .. , . , . .;.~ .. ·· 
·:•: •. ,·::;.c :·,,;~:.;:;.>,~tr:::,,:;,;••·•'· Consequently Jacinto Laval sheriff of Charleston ·District "·auctio.ned. "·<• 
\ ·:::;;~:;_.':~::_;-,:"w},:·'._,~;:;;.-'-'·:·:.>'Jr;:_; : · .-· '. ' . . · '.· : · ·; · - .. : .. · . · . . ! · 1 ·- ~-.- ~ ,-. 1 

::c;::·''·'"(<':'• thioproperty on March 5,.18.04 and the property was .conveyed to William·":': 
'• .. ··.· .. ;. '·· 

Lowndes, Esquire, the highest bidder, .for 3,000 g(ii.neaa~· 'The property i~ . " 

described as '!the ·afo.r<;isaid Farm on Charleston Neck.commonly .called the 

G:rove containing thirty five acres." 

rfilliam Lowndes was born February 11, 1782, at Horseshoe Plantation in 

St. Bartholomew.'s Parish, the youngest and only surviving son of the Honor­

able Rawlins Lo>mdes (who had been.President of South Carolina during the 

Revolution and late:r Intendant (mayor) of Charleston), and his third wife, 

Sarah, a daughte~of Col~ Charles Lowndes of Georgia. At age 7, he went to 

England with !iis mother. for three. years of study.. After returning to Charle a...;· 
• 

ton, he studied under the eminent scholar, Dr. Simon Feli::r::.Gallagher, a Ro-

man Catholic priest. According to Dr. Gailagher, his mind drank up knowle~ 

as the dry earth· did the rain from heaven." Subsequently, he studied law 

with Chancellor DeSaussure and was admitted to the Bar on January 9, 1804. 

He was married on Septembe.r 16, 1802, to Elizabeth Bre\fton Pinckney, daughter 

of the Revolutionary general, Thomas Pinckney. After a b:rief partnership 

1'1i th John S. Cogdell, Esquire, he retired from law p;r~ctice to devote time 

to reola.iming his plantati<m, Tho Horseshoe, which had been severely damaged 

by a storm in 1804. 

Lowndes began his political career in 1806 when he was elected to the 

S.C. House of Representatives, a post to which he was re-elected. in 1808. 

In 1807,' when :the· British ship, Leopard, , had an incident wi.th the American 

ship, Chesape~ke, war feve:r ran high and the Washington Light InfantrJ was 

amon8' new military uni ts fo:rmed. Lo1mdes was chosen as its fi:rst captain. 
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In October, 1810, Lowndes was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, 

to which he was suocessively re-elected until 1822. According to his bio­

B2'apher, John Belton 0 1Neall, Lowndes "had a character there (in Congress) 

for wisdOlll and purity of purpose, which has seldom, if ever,-.:·b~en attained 
·: -

by a:ny other member of Congress. He seldom participated in the debates, 

but when d_e did, all were anxious to hear every word he uttered; ·for his 

speeches were truly as 'apples of gold in net-work: of silver.'" Nominated 

-_·by _the s.c. General Assembly in 1821 as a Presidential c_andi~te, ·he re-· .... · . . . . . 
plied, "It is an office neither to be sought nor declined." ·He had visited.:·· ... 

England in 1819 and after resigning from.Congress in 1822 bec~use of ill 

_heal th, again embarked for England •. He died in p_assage, at_ age. 41. "This 

.. ·· .... was a sad event /or our <'.ountry. If he had lived, he propably would have ···· 

·,.. '.~,;~i::: .. >.:,::J:ieen ·elected Pi-es.ident of the United States, and his, Wis~~~, m~.de.ration and ,,•,y 
• f. :~":.f,>';..< 

been·:•:.', :;'::;3,.,;(,,:J,~'.J/'purity ~ight have saved us from the national ·divisions to which we have 

· ;:'·':0i'' ·.:::·_subjected," ·.rud.ge o 'Neall wrote. · 

·Mrs. St. Julien· Ravenel 1 s b:io52'aphy, "The Life and Times of lfilliam 

Lowndes of South Carolina," contains many references to the Gxove Planta-

tion. 

After his marriage to Elizabeth Pinckney in 1802, says. ~~s. Ravenel, 

the "young couple established themselves at the Horseshoe Plantation, which 

Mr. Lowndes had inherited from his father, and instead of a house in town, 

they had for a summer residence "The Grove' II a pretty place just outside of 
• 

Charleston, opposite the race-course. This place had during the Revolution 

belonged to an old Mr. Gibbes, and had been adorned with ma:ny rare shrubs 

and exotics ••• 

"In Mr. Lowndes 1 s time these exotics had. been replaced by oak:s and 

orange trees. A double row of the latter edged the river bank from the gate 

to the house, and fine oaks dotted the lawn. 

"The road leading to this pretty home was beautiful with oaks, jcssa­

mines, and the Cherokee rose, and was for yea:rs the favorite drive in the 

environs of Charleston. The traes are almost all gone now (1901) from the_ 

road, azid tha place has long sinoe 

still generally known as 'Lowndes' 

passed from the family, yet they are, 
I 

Grove• and the 'Grove Lane•. It must 

be confessed that the place was not as healthy as beauti;ful ~in the late 

summer months it 1<as liable to fevers; and much ill health in Mr, _Lowndea 

and his family_·might have been traced to their residence there." 

Mrs. Ravenel 1 s account is partly correct. Lowndes did have a house in 

to1m, as he is listed at 89 Broad Street iri city directories through 1807. 

.•.. ; _, ___ ,. 

.• 
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In the next extant city directory, that of 1809, he is listed: "Lowndes, : l 
William, planter, Ashley 

directory, that of 1813, 

Ri var, back of race-,ground." The next sequential ',"' ; 
. ...... ~ 

lists: 

River, 2 mile.s from town." 

On March 23, 1812, Lowndes 

"Lowndes ' , William, planter, on Ashley 

wrote to his 1dfe from Washington, where 
.. , ,"""; 
-.· ., ' 

- Congress was in session, "It is doubtful as ever when we shall ·adjou.rn. It ::;;:~ 

·:will certainly be late enough to make me expect to. find you at the Grove;ii \,i;\: 
· The following year, .on June 7, 1813, be wrote from Washington, !'A~ y.;;:~r.~ 

my dear wife; our weather· is very ·pleasant, and I ·hope your journey to the :~;,&'.: 
Grove 1dll have been less painful than I thought you had reason to <;!Xpect." 

. Two y·ears later, on .the adjournment c,f Congress on March 3, 1815, "Mr.·_','' 

:·/~< LoW!!des wrote. jbyously fo.r his horses to me.et him at Fayetteville;· North''::\'.•:f'c' 

' ·.'.·:.~.-.·. :···.·.·.·_:.'.:;~.·-··;·~.·.·.·j.·.-.~.· .... :_ ... : ... -.···;·i·:·.··:·•.~.-.:~.'.:.·.·.:,···,'.·.Ca.: arc 1 ina. · Th :·r~ hme:be : m f: i~:ewGerr: v:o. ,/~~bl :;,s· ~hortiy . ~ft er , and he hope a -~;·~'.' ,i;~ 
"- _ _ long visit was the family of his fella,;. '.;~~ff:: 

i•:;;;~r¥t;•~';, co'n~es~m~, Langdon Cheves of South Carolina.· ~j' ',~':':' 
. Lowndes "went to England in 1819, returning in October, bringing with . '-· 

him what he described as "the prettiest .toy in England, a perfect little 

steam-engine to play with next ·summer at the Grove·. It shall saw wood, 

. grind corn, raise water, turn a lathe, etc. Although I have got for fifty 
' . 

guineas what would ·have cost be 250 if I had ordered 'it, I am afraid that 

I have made rather a foolish purchase. I do not believe, however, that the 

largest machine in England is more perfect in all its parts." 

In a letter of November 30, 1820, he considered making the Grove a 
11 grass farrii." .• 

Lowndes account book for the period 1811-1827, kept, for him, and after 

,his death for his widow, by the factors, Kershaw and Lewis, is now in the 

collection of the S.C, Historical Society. It contains numerous entries of 

funds paid for nails, salt, rice, rice flour, fruit trees, corn, peas, lime, 

shoes and plain white and blue cloth for the Grove. An intriguing entry is 

that of August 20, 1821, in which $93.60 was "paid for 10,400 Bricks for the 

Grove." Possibly the brick were for additional slave quarters, as up to that 

time there are autumnal entries for six pair of shoes for "the people .at the 

Grove," Other entires of interest include one of December 11 1 1820 1 for 

347. 89, "paid General Tax 1819 for the Grove"; one of May 25, 1822, for 

$68.50, "paid your General Tax for 1821 for the Grove"; and one. of July 23 1 

1827 1 for 313.55 1 "paid Road Tax - X Road (crossroad) Tax & poor Tax 1827 

on House & Farm on the neck." 

A gruesome sidelight of the period is focused on the property in the 
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City Gazette and Daily Advertiser of Wednesdn.y 7 August 15 7 1810 7 which 

states: "An inquest was held on Monday, on the body .of a white man, found 

dead in an old field adjoining the farm of Wm. Lowndes, esq,. opposite tho 

Race Course •. The deceased appeared to have been killed some time; he ·had 

received a ball under his right b_reast; he.·was, as well as could _be judged,· 

. about forty year.s of. age 7 .• five fe~t seven inches high, and had lost three ~ · ·· 

·of his 'upper teeth; ·the body had on Russian duck pantaloons, long 'quartered' 

:. shoes tied with' black ribbon, a black hat with blue lining.but neither c;~t"' 
nor waistcoat. The body .. ~uch. mangled by buzzards •. The jury brou~t in a .· 

verdict of 'wilful murder against some person or persons _unknown.'" 

This"is follo_wed by _an ·item in the 

which reads:. °'We are. in:f'or~ed that the 
·- .. ' "' ' ;;~·-' . . . . 

newspaper on Th'?'sda,y, August 16, '•: ·· 

man found. dead in an old field 
. ". 

• :ii.'.·~'.c(':C... : near the race course, and on whom an inquest was held Monday last, was ·a 

,, 

1·.-~-~~-· ·.' .... ·,, ... , ·- . 
·.'··•Frenchman; that he was killed in a duel on. the preceding Friday; _that two 

men said to ·?J·e the. seoonde, ~-.. taken up and c~~itted to p~iso~. ·;.,,d that'''.' 

the officers-·of ·jti,;,tice are in pursuit of the principal -·we could not 

. learn their names." 

Following Lowndes• death, his widow apparently did not use the house 

at the Grove as.frequently, as she is listed in 1824 at 1 Orange Streat, 
' .. 

in 1829 at 15 Legare Street and finally in 1831 at 188 Tradd Street, cor­

ner of Logan, the pre-Revolutionary residence of Humphrey Sommers, which 

she bought from the Sommers heirs. She died in 1857. 

Lowndes and his wife had two sons, Rawlins Lowndes, and invalid, who 

married Emma R. Hornby and died young, without issue, and Thomas Pinolmey 

Lowndes, who married Margaret Washington, granddaughter of Col. William 
' . ~-

·Washington of the Revolution. He also died early, leaving three children. 

Before their deaths, _however, the brothers conveyed the Grove to 

James E. Boisseau on Febrtiary 2, 1831, for 35,100. The property is des­

cribed then as the "Plantation or Tract of Land' called the Grove lately 

the property of the late Honorable William Lowndes deceased situate ••• on 

Ashley River ••• containing Thirty Three acres (33) of high Land. 11 Boisseau, 

on !·larch 10, 1831, conveyed the property for $5,100 to Anna M. Roae, Mar­

garet L. Rose, Amelia Roase and Arthur Gordon Rose. On April 16, 1857, the 

-. 

. four Roses received a grant from the State of South Carolina for 48.6 acres 

of 11 high shoal and marshlands , 11 inoluding the Grove farm and a?-jaoent marshes 
.... 

The appearance of the property at that time is shown on the accompanying 

plat. 

Arthur Gordon Rose, who worked hia way from clerk to president of the 
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Bank of Charleston, lived with his three sisters in a house they owned 
. I . . 

jointly at Rutledge Avenue and Mill Street. He married Elizabeth Wigg 

Barnwell, daughter of Capt. Edward Baxnwell and widow of her cousin 

Nathaniel Barnwell. She died in 1830 and he subsequently married Eliza- ·t".' 

beth Gardner.' The sisters remained unmarried. Anna Maria Rose died on · · · .-, .... '· 
~.,..~4_. 

- ..... · .. Aug\J.st 11, 1858, at the. age of 67 years, and:. her, will devised her share in · :;;·: 

-- ... _· __ .. :.;:;:the Grove and the Rutledge Avenue property to her 1sisters Amelia Rose:and·,~f~· 
.. ,, __ .. - . ·-· - - ' . . . . - . . . . . .. ·:- '·'-• . ....·;:.:,-i"';;}• 

· .: 'FT'':~;'. Mar~et Louisa Rose, and after their deaths to her' brother, Arthur Gordon-'.~/ 

' ->: .. '.''::::~~Ro~~.- arid after:his death' to his o'hil~en •..• .A.~;lia Rose:.lied M..;.·8, 186);~-~~~ 
'. -. ·--aged a5 years; leaving her shar'e" in' the two properties to her. surviving o•;c;7 

sister, Mai-~et Louisa Rose, after whose death i~ was to go to her _broth~-r/ ... 
_, . •, _ Artliur._Gordon~R6se. 'Margaret Louisa R~se_'died A:gi.ist 11~ 1865. at G.reen ... :':;5;1'4~~'. 

· .. -·_· .... _:_~,j,": ·:·-,J;·_y:~.:'-.1."·_f ".' .. - .... - . . . . .. - .,::.,_.~.' - ._ ,. -· .• ·-·-· ·- .. ,-;. . • ,, ... ·"·'· ·' -· ... - . : .• . \' ~ -' ·- .... _.,:.-:;, ~·. :·:,,··~- .. ::-.-.:,~~~: 
·; .• ,~;:;2.~~~i~,.ville, aged 83 years.' Her will devised her share:in .the Grove and the "<·;;:;i'J:~r 

_,.·- ... ;~ .• --~>'-~'._,·~<S:i,-:;;,:· ... · .. ,Y. •• ~ ·- , ............ : • ••••• ,, ....... _ •• .;··>. -.. ..: .. ··---.. :.-. · .... · .-.. , .. ---· ,·.~·:: . ..:··'.11:··~·:,;.:V':_?i .. :,>: 
'c!·'':''.··~<:·7,11•,<i· Rutledge Avenue property to her brother,' Arthur _Gordon Rose, 'and after 'his "~:; 

' :~:::,·;-, -. de~th, to her nephew, Ai-thur B.· Hose, ~-ori"o! Arthur Gordon Rose:.- Arthur Ji~iftf; 
~;- -. -. . . . ' "'--'. 

" .. _:....,-'''·~ 

Rose died August 5, 1880.;in London, aged 83 years. · ' •: .. ~··::;, 

Arthur Gordon Rose, in his will probated January 27, 1881, stated: "I :0
• 

give and bequeath 'tom:; said son Arthur B. Rose,.;.all m:; right and title t~'' .. 
. •-' 

my one fourth part Interest in the farm on Charleston NQck 7.known as the 

"Grove," the remaining three fourths thereof which belonged to m:; three 

sisters, now deceased, being already bequeathed to him, at my death, by 

their wills respectively. 11 

The son, Arthur B. •Rosa, received a classical education and attended 

.. .,, 

medical s.chool-=d completed his education 1fi th a tour of Europe. • return home, he did not practice medicine' but became a planter at Rort Roy-al, 

On his 

having inherited an estate from hia mother. Ile married a Miss Guerard. 

Following the Confederate War, he continued truck farming at the Grove, 

where he "was untiring in his efforts to formulate.and put in .Practice new 

methods and crops adapted to the changed condition of things," according 

to his obituary in the llews and Courier of June 27, 1892. He was elected 

president of tho Agricultural Society of South Carolina. Rose was also one 
of the earliest investors in the phosphate industry and founded the Rose 

Mining Co. on the Ashley River, near Bee's Ferry. He was 'also founded of 

Enoree Factory (apparently a cotton mill), near Spartanburg. Asked to run 

for mayor of Charleston, he declined, but later was elected alderman in 
Courtenay's administration and was chairman of the street committee. He 

was also president of the Phosphate Exchange, director of the Imperial Fer­

tilizer Co., vice president of the Board of Trustees for the William Enston 
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Home, an "earnest Un_i tarian" and vestryman at the Unitarian Church. He 

was described as "a r11an of comanding presence" who was "erlramely generous." 

On the night of June 25, ~892, he retired about his usual time, and his fam-

ily noticed nothing unusual in his behavior. At dawn the following morn-
,_,, 

. ing, he was found on a bench at Colonial Lake, having appare.ntly shot him.:_' 

... self through the head with a Smith and Wesson pistol: No motive was dis-\.:;:'_;:~ . 
. ' ...: ··: ··-~-~ ,..,· .. 

,,, . -closed at the time, ·but probate records state he died insolvent and in-""'.',:'''°'"'"';: 

.. debted to his father's estate in the amount of 380,512. . . . ~~:::·j~<\'E.:'.: 
.,. 'tln.,January 29, 1881, soon after his father's death, Dr. Arthur·B·~ .. ~~£~3qjJ 

Rose sa'id to Freder.ick W. Wagener, for $12,000, the "Tract known .as Rose's·:·::':·;;·-
..-.. : 

, . Farm, on the North side of Grove Street in the City of Charleston," ~o;i::-::t'~)gj; 
··-·:·~ . . . . . . ' . . .. ' • • - - ~ ' - . ..., .. ~ ' >., ••• , ... ':r>''-~l'""'. 

·· /'.~-- i:taining 48.6 actes, including 33.2 acres of ·high land and 14.44 acres cif -;:,:;.;;,rs\<it; 
<,:it_·:·:?;.'~arsh. "' .. ' . _·._-•·-·.. tt;_'· ···_··.·., '.:'-·'.,~;~J··-~.-: "' ', ·. _:'.i~;~~'{(.~ig;;;J 

·. :.~,:~"/'•· -~:.:',:_l!agener, born. October. 29, '1832, near Bremerhaven,· Germany;· caine"'.,tci }ir-J.J:!~;-;' 
, . :';i!•'chari~ston at age 16 by w~y-of New York, joining ~i; brothe~; John7'''i~'::'.~'.t'fif{: 

"" business here. After some time as a clerk, he opened his own buisness, ····:'.~''· 
which prospered until the Confederate War. He entered the w~ as a lieu­

tenant with Company A of the German Artillery when that unit was ~rdered · 

to take Fort Moultrie on December 27, 1860, and was commanding offic .. er of 

the company when .it surrendered in North Carolina in the spring of 1865~ 

In the fall of 1865, the firm of Wagener, Heath and Monsees opened its 

doors on the northeast corner of East Bay. and Queen streets. In 1873, the 

firl'1 became F.W. Wagener,and Co. and in 1880 it moved to the southwest cor­

ner of East Bay and Queen. It grew into one- of the· leading wholesale gro-

cery establishments in the southeast. He was also proprietor of the Pine 
' ' 

Forest Inn, a popular resort_ at Si!unrnerville. During the Spanish-American 

Uar, he was instrumental in having troops stationed at Summerville and sup­

plied ther11 with water from the artesian well on his hotel property. 

Capt. Wagener never offered for political office, although several 

tir11es he was asJ(ed to run for mayor. (His brother, Gen. John A. Wagener, 

was elected mayor in 1871.) His personal hobby was horses, and he built 

the traok known as the Wagener Track at the Grove. He died at age 89 on 

November 25, 1921. 

During Capt. Wagener's ownership, the Grove had a brief period of 

public use a::i part of the South Carolina Interstate·'.and West Indian Ex- . 
.. : - ,... • . ' - - l • • 

pcisi tion; which opened December 1, 1901 and closed _May 31, 1902. · At the 

·organizational r11eetine; of' March 29, 1900, at Thompson Auditorium, Capt. 

Hagener was r11ade chairr11an of the board of the exposition company. 

•• 
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'2he Special Committee on Site, headed by Samuel H. Wilson, secured op-.:, 

. tions on available place~ and it was determined that the old Washington Ra6·:--~ 
Course and what was known as the RHett Farm would be a. fine site.· tor the e'x_.:.· 

position. However, tenants at the Rhett Farm r'efused to vacate on a~cop-·'~·:}_; 

table terms and. the committee chose "the beautiful farm of Captain Wage~~;;7}.'. 
.. ,_,,.. . 

... ·. ,.which .he ·generously placed at 'the disposal o! the Directors for a term o::t'.'i:s~':'.\ 
··.-~::,-_:~hree' ~~ars, absolutely.without one do liar for r~nt, or any restriction~~'.,".l~Ji 

, .,,-. . .,.. -·.,. :-·t .'. ... ':-- ,:~·:· ·-.. -... ,· .· .. . . ' . . . . - , ' . -. : . <-7::--?~~i;:·_· 
··,;..:1~. .~-:~;,,"'lib-at.ever as to ·the manner of its treatment by the. architect and landscaoe">>.::~-

- .. ;;~ :~di;.,~ti~ts," ac<'.:ording to the "Short History" of the ~xposition in \h'e- c!J.al1~~:.:~ 
. . · .::..: . ·t.on Year Boo!~ of l902. The.exposition eventually, took in part of' Rhett F~, 

.. . -·',' 

... ·· ';:,the Duruieman tract and a strip of' Devereaux .land, as well, totaling some 250· 

.'.::--s.,~;~:a~~-es :,, ' .. ~' ,~ · <.· ·;,;;~£~~{~ 

· ;;!,i?~~r~~f ::~:~f :::::~ ,::~::~:·t~::·:::::::::~:d: ~::fa:~?~~ 
,.,_ : • .. ~_, .. :·~":~:-· ·- - . ..... ~:·.::::,:rrr:::-:·· 

·• ,. while the bands were playing in .. the. grand Court of Palaces:; the birds were ... .. ·.·-_, 

singing in the trees on the Farm," the "Short History" notes .• 

'The "Ivory Cityn was built· on what later became. Hampton Park. "On the 
Wagener Farm, or 'Natural Section,• as it was designated by the Architeot, 

' . 
stood the Maryland State Building, the New York Building, the Philadelphia 

Buildin8', the R.ace Course and Grand Stand, Venice in America, the Palace of' 

Art, the Illinois. Building, the Cincinatti Building, the Guatemala Building, · 

the Alaska Building, the iloman 1 s Building, the Louisiana Purchase Building, 

and the Negro Building. •• 
"Lake ·Juanita, whi.ch was one of the most e::t'::t'ective,features of' the nat-

. ural Section, was made by the construction of a .dam across a tidal stream, 

and upon this dam was placed the United States Fisheries.Building, and on 

·the northern side of' the Lake, on the property of John H. Devereaux, stood 

·the Machinery and Transportation Buildings. The style cf architecture em­

ployed in the Natural Section was varied. The Woman's Building was pure 

Colonial, as were also the Ma.r,rland and Illinois Buildings, and the Art 

Palace. The New York State Building was of Spanish type. ,The Negro Build­

ing and the Machinery and Transportation Buildings were of the Mission type, 

and the Philadelphia Building was o! composite, but very beautiful and 

pleasing construction, 11 the "Short History"· noted. 

The Woman'~. Building, ·of. course, was the Grove plantation house-. The.··. 

Exposition architect, Drad!ord Lee Gilbert of New York, glassed in the l~wer 

piazza or loggia. Accordin& to tho Ile1-1s and Courier of December 1, 1902, a 

"Colonial tea parlor" was installed in the "western half of the glass 
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enclosed lower piazza, where a fine view is had of the rippling blue Ashley 

and its wooded shores and. BTeat live oaks and magnolias that dot the land­

scape." The tea parlor .was filled with potted palms, evergreens and tea 

plants, with rugs on the marble pavement and was described as "a perfect 

picture of the inside of.an Oriental tea house." The tea parlor was 

·;- ••• > 

Colonial Exhibits at the Woman's Building, "Three rooms and.:" large hall 

have been devoted to the colonial exhibit. These rooms remain as original­

ly built, w:i. th wainscoting and the old high mantels. A colonial dining room 

a.'ld bedroom will be represented, with the fine old furniture of that date." 

According to Mrs. L~iding' s "Historic Houses of South Carolina, por­

traits of George Washington and his kinsman, Col. William Washington, and o:f ·, 

Col. Joseph Habersham, first postmaster general, hung over the mantels. 

Also exhibited were an ingraving of the famous painting of Gen. Francis 

ll":rion inviting British officers to share his dinner of sweet potatoes and 

another of Marion and his troops crossing the Pee.Dee. A copy of the Gen­

eral Proclamation of Peace and an engraving showing Washington being blessed 

by his mother before departing for battle, were also exhibited. 

(Mrs. Leiding repeats the error of calling the house "colonial" on the 

assuinpti6n that it was built by John Gib bes. She· also repeats the erraneous 

story of the duel between Gadsden and Howe having taken place on ·the pro­

perty.) 

Hrs. Sarah Calhoun Simonds, wife of the weal thy banker 1 Ancir.ew Simonds, 

was president of the lfoman 1 s Department of the Exposition. According to the 

editor of "The Exposition," !>!rs. Arthur Gordon Rose ( daughter-in-law .. of 

Dr. Arthur B. llose) 1 "Every one who could do anything, from speaking a for­

ei(lTl tongue to making caramels, put her talent at the disponal of the cause." 
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A bewildering number of activities were organized by the Woman 1 s Department 
1 

including, "prize drills,: song recital.a, Salmagundi parties; bazaars, .teas, · · 

flower balls, concerts; egg-hunts, rummage sales, noral fairs, Japanese 

.teas, balls,. lecture's, Shakespearean recitals; Greek drills, May-pole ~~es· 
' . ' . . ; . ' . ,· '·· 

tableaux vivants, Terpsichorean carnivals, cake walks, strawberr:r festivals, 
. . . , . . . . . . , . . . . . ... . ·,. ·-· . 
-lawri parties, spectacular performance'!, harbor a.rid. ri var exourwions, and.·:_;.,<: . 

.. '.;,ther ingenious .for.;;s of merry-making·- and money-makin~.;, ... - ·. . ·" ,;;;\.;.;:,,, 

- .--~ , Ceremonies were held at the w_~man 1 s Building on the return_ to ~hi<~;:~1Tu· 
.. delphia ·of the Liberty Bell, after six. months on displa,y. at ,the E:xposi tion"'·<C~ . 

. ·on June 1, 1902. · bl.Iring Pr~sident The~dore Roci"'~vel t 1 s vial t on April .9; .: : > 
.1902, he a:tt.ended an "elab~rate luncheon" at the w.?nian's B~ilding and .a:i,;-~-·~·· 
'te~ party at-:wt.i~h he was served b~ local' debutante~ •.• ~hat ni~t, he ~~~~th~ 
~·_.: ·-·· . . . ~. - - - ; .. ~ - .. ;_ . , ~ - . ~ . . .. ,·."···:. . ."'.~ .. ~--~::~'} ;.,,.··:.::. .. 

guest of Capt. Wagener .at. the Pirie Forest . Inn. , · :.:.-.' · ·'.';~:;f;s,1::~ . 
. : . A s~uvenir boor-let, "~harl.e~to~ ~d. the Sout~ Car~lina Inte:i:-St~t~::~~.;; 

''. ,West 'Indian Expo~i ti cm,". published in.''1902, shows a pho~ogr~;h. cif the Wo- _ 
' ' 

. man's Building, with the· outline: "In this building ~as.been brought to-

. gether one of the 
0

fine'!t and most interesting collecti?M. of. antique and mo-. 

dern specimens of handiwork of women ever exhibited in this.country." 

The photograph also shows, on the newly landscaped front lawn, the sculp­

ture, "Mother and Child," by Miss Elise Ward of Missouri. She also executed 

other sculptures for the.Exposition, including. a monumental. one called "The 

Huguenots." The fate of these ·sculptures after the Exposition was disband-

ed is unlcrlown. 

Despite the fact that the Exposition brought millions of dollars into 

Charleston's economy, and despite heavy spending of Cap-t;. Wagener' s own 

funds on the enterprixe, and despite the appropriation of Sl60,000 by the 

U.S. Congress, the Exposition failed to pay for itself and went into.re­

ceivership. 

The Grove, however, survived, and with the end of the Exposition, the 

"Natural Section" buildings were removed and the place revertod to i ta ori­

~inal !unction of being a !arm, The Wagener Track, whioh had been uaed for 

races by the Exposition, now reverted to Capt. Wagener 1s private use., The 

site of· the "Ivory City'' became Hampton P.ark and the riverfront to the west 

of the park became, in the 1920s, the new site. of The Citadel. 

The years af1;er the Exposition saw expansion of residential areas up 

the Neck, and on April 26, 1913 and September 4, 1914, we find Capt. Wag­

ener entering into agreements with the :fest Shore Corp. to fix the boundry 

lines between hi" property and that of the doveloper. The old Rose plat 

of the property wa" used to redraw the boundaries, taking into account the 

-. 
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fact that the creek.on the northern boundary of the Grove had changed course 

since 1856, when the Rose plat was.made. 

z,·n, on the plat. 

The new boundary :i.s m.arked X, y · ". 
Subsequently, Capt. Wagener sold the Grove itself to a developer, . ' : 

James Sottile, for S60,000 on March 6, 1919. The property is described in 
, . . . . . . I . . .. "•" 

·. ·the "deed as the tract, formerly !mown as "Roses Farm," _on the north side of· 

, . ._·•·'·Grove Strc3"et, measuring and·containing 48 .• 6 ""acres, including 33.2 acre~ "of' .. · 

: < • . high land and 15. 4 ;.ores oi marshland. ·Th~ deed refers to :,th~ ,Ro.se pl~; of~, 
1856 to define." the 'property's boundarie~, with the new lines7 "~xcep.t that" .. ~ .... , ' . . ' •··-

.the line of the c'reek shown on said plat. has been ~hanged since the dat~ of : 
. . '',' . . - . -.-... ,- -

...•.. · "said platr it being distinctly understood .. that .the.:westei-t{ bound2.ry of said·: 

·:'; ... : . 

+·::;:_{y.L ~:\,,:operty her~bf ~onveyed i~ .the .. Ashley River as . defined ;b; la~.",_: The. o~~_::· :;,·i 
>, • 

0 ,;:,H :':',t: !~;z'•_·,~:!.'"'""i..;.p:i:~_':,• ;'':'", .-~ .·- ' ;• " "•.,:-:,• ,;~--- ' 'O ·: •,"~ ,, O .. :••. "•.' ',:•; •;•'" .'',•':..,;.. ,'_,,,\.- _, ,' o O ' O < •' ·•, :' '· ,'', • :' ~·: ",' ,''' • ·-·, :, \ ,·:,'.!:;. '~:''.;.::.S.'':>"'"'1:~·-.~i:;~/,o 
.·;o.:tji~.~'.;~y1,;;;,7.~ft';'ireyanc.e was alsq 'subject to the ,right of the present tenant"in.occupation;~~'i' 
•• __ :...._, -~-"",:·-~·.-... :_:..,_ ... _: ·-··' • .<.. ·, .. ;;.: ;, • ' ' • • •• ':•·_.,, __ .,. .: • -~. •• ... •• ·.~ •. ,,_ ..... _ .. :::,-~·;;~,;-{~·,:· 

'.~/'''';;1,'.:':~.f~ 'of the premises; 'all rents due .to be paid. to Hagener, together vi th ""the ?ii'1}'T0-
···,. ',:;::.:;>·'.-''.?::~"'i:~:: .... ~-~- ·.. ... . .. ·..,,·. ·· .. :,,: .. : _: .. : .... ·. ·· ....... ·. ·"·· .':..!.. . . ' ..... :~.>~·~· .. . ;,. :....·~ . -·~.,.:-.. ··.~·.!·" :.,.· : ... ~·:·.:: { .. :~-..~-~.~·~:-~):* 

·".' "'.'.,''' ::::--:·~':.right of Wagener "to 'harvest .and remove the spring 'crops~now planted or to"":. 
'·' ...... ·.•:.•~ .. ;'''' .. be pl.anted by him."... ,, ..... ,;,.· 

Subsequently, Sottile subdivided the 'farm into blocks and lots as 

sho1m ·on the accompanying plat of "Wagener Terrace" subdivision. The plat 

shows the plantation house with the Exposition annex still attached. The . . . "' '.' 

large building to the northeast is identified as a barn •. Sottile 'retained 

the plantation house, with .its large lot, for himself. According to his 

biography in Herbert Ravenel Sass 1 s "The Story of the South Caro_lina Low­

oountry ," Sottile restor"d· the house." Mrs. Leiding gives his wife credit 

for the restoration. 

Sottile.was .born in Palermo, Sicily, on June 1, 1887, the youngest son 

•of seven children of Salvatore Sottile, a mechanical engineer, and Rocina 

(Albergams) Sottile. At the age of 12, he came to Charleston, where his 

brother, Giovanni, WllS Italian consul for the Carolinas. He was educated in 

Charleston's parochial and publio schools and entered business. He was 

naturalized as an Ameri'can citizen in 1913. Initially, he was engaged in 

tile development of motion picture thea.trea in the Cb.arleston area, Tb.en b.e 

purchased the Charleston Hotel, which b.e managed until 1929. He was instru­

mental in development of tho Isle of Palms and operated the _ferry and elec­

tric car line between the mainland and the ialands. His dream, a bridge 

across tho Cooper River, was taken up and fulfiiled by others •.. He 1fas 

among the early developers of the lands about H~pton Park and. "lands in 

North Charleston near the U.S. Navy Yard. He and his family lived at the 

Grove until the mid-twenties when they moved to Florida. Sottile, taking 
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advantage of the crash of the Florida land boom, bought 20 1 000 acre~ for 

330 1 000 near Miami, which he developed into South Dade Farms Inc. He also 

had a ranch in Brevard County, Florida,. covering some 50 square miles, Du-

ring World War II, he founded a construction firm and the South Dade Far-
,_.:,/ 

... mer' s ·Bank. In later years, his. worth was estimated at SlOO million •.. :.He ···· 

-~ ... 'gave.to the public a bayfront park an·Bisca.Yne Bay, in 1950, 
,•',...._":·" ... 7~ .. :··' .:·,.,,.:,:."", • '.r· ,_ ,. ,• ' ' '• " ,' , , , , , ' • 

C7-l .• ried on June 16, ·1.909, to Louise ,Lillian Mohlmann, daughter 
.:.., -.·---'". •;;'.~"'.:"'.'·"':'•'":';"' .•· . ..: ' .. ·:· .·- ,- . . '. .-· .. . .. ,. ' ·- --.:· i. ' 

.,, . ··•C"'. Rachel· 1.1ahlmann of Charleston. 

' - James Sottile, on January 5, 1920, conveyed ta· Evelyn Realty Co., the 

. ·-···•aro'J'e hous'e and grounds, plus adjacent land to .the south, now the right of::;,;;. 

, ,ftt~.'i~2l~~-,'~.f.,~.~,".st t:!enue ~ ·The Evelyn .R~al ::. Ga •. ,. ~n: ~un~ 2~;; 1924, .::~~i~Y.i~~-~tJ 
:~•\J::~;:;~~!Ji;f:Mproperty' to .the cb.ariesto,:,. ·Heights.'.ca;, on 'September 19, 1924~ 'conveyed "the •;r, 
~;;:2Sfit2{fG,f0~t;i~p~rty to Santo Sottile •. ' (One ·~th~;~ t~ese : transacti~!ls ;,e;~ a'.6~;:i~]\';:+:~±: 
: •. ;;\':4'.'.~•rf;:;,-~-, ;;~..;~ ~" . type of conveyances, th~ ·kind of de~d · ~huifllng -d~v~l~p~~~~';;;·: ,o:;f:!c 

,. """'""'-'''''' ",' -. - . . ·- . ' ' . 
· .. :· .. · · ·:_.·'• ::t'b.r~ugh for tax purposes .and other ;easons). · -· ' 

Thus Santo Sottile became owner 

·a $15,000 mortgage given on December 

of. the property." which· was subje~t\o:·.· 
18, 1919, to Belle Blank on November 15, 

·1922, to Mrs. Henrietta D •. Koster. Mrs. Koster was the wi.do,w. of. J1,!.lius D. 

Koster; Capt. Wai!;ener 1 s nephew and business partner.: 

San.to Sottile subsequently _died, leaving a li'i!.1.1 dated June 26, 1930, 

in which he named the South Carolina National Bank, .Santo Sott_ile and 

Albert Sottile as .executors of his estate. Mrs. Koster, on July 21, 1932, 

filed her compl_aint:'. in tlie .. Court of Cornmo.n Pleas,. against. these executors, .. • 

conte;.,_ding that they had failed to pay off the mortgage on the Grove pro-: 

porty. The case was heard on November 15,_ 1932, and the oourt decreed that 

the property be sold at auction .. T.ho auc.tion ·was held on December 8, 1932, . . . 
and Mrs. Koster was ·the high bidder at 315,000.' .Aocordingto the court . ' . . . . ' 

decree, this bid. was to stand unless a higher bid 'was submitted within 30 

clays of the auction. On January 7, 1933, a bid of $20,000 was submitted in 

the name of C. Deas Gadsden. Ho~ever, this bid was not complied with within 

the 15 days required by . the decre.e. Consequently, ·the Master of Equity ad­

vertised the sale again and sold the property again at public outcry on 

February 23, 193J. Mrs. Koster was a.gain the highest bidder, at $17,500 •. 

'rhe property conveyed is described in the deed as a lot wi-th buildings, 

extending from.Fifth Avenue to Sixth Avenue on' the East and West lines and 

from First Avenue to •rhird Avenue on the 'South and North lines, and measur­

ing 508 feet, siz inches on Fifth Avenuei 231 feet on Third Avenue; 480 

feet on Sixth Avenue; and 399 feet on First Avenue; and· containing approxi­

mately 3,47 acres. 
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Mrs. !Coster apparently never lived at the Grove, maintaining her resi-

) dence .on Rutledge A.venue. On Mey 2.1, 1937, she sold the .. Gro_v~··pr_operty to 

A.lbert Gallatin Simms and Mrs. Ruth Hanna Simms,. for Sl7,000. . . .. ·. 
. ' I ; '.I, 

A.lbert Gallatin Simms (nnmed for A.lbert Gallatin, who,. was a· contem- . . -........... -.' 

·.-.:.:O•;c·:porary of William Lowndes and. serVed as U.S. Secretary of_ ~he_ Treasury);·,';:: . .:: • 

.. c;..:-;;.;~·::)rw~s ·a.-'pro~inent lawyer and banker. of A.lbuquerque,: N.M. 'He· pad served in: the,:. 
·:::::>:., ';"~:;~~:_':;~-:~· _,_,.; "". .' ... . - . . . . ·- "'· . . ... - - . . ·.' . . ::'•"., ';;,, 

.~·..::::::'.~;.;'.;~ .. <£-;);>:New'Mexico House. of Repre.sentatives in 1925-27, 'and in the U.S •. Congress '"in''(' 
.... :.·:.;;.:.:.:.t·;;;"''.=".:~.~:-· .. ·., .. ;,.:-. ····~--- ~··' ,. ':. --- .' _~.- . '... '. ,. . . . ;··--·_ •· .. · - . ,'.;:•:1_',:_,;,_;.;_ 

. ·:·: .. ;~~;:.c,;:'.t'q.;l.929-31; and had· been _a member 'of the Republican National ... Commi ttee 'since :/~: 

. ..-.; <,:c:j'J:932 •. M~s.· simm~ had ~ls~ be~n ;,: member i,f Congr~as (f~~~ Illinoi~) in:C~:;·;; 
<:: •L,;~:21929-31. _·· She was a daUghter of M~rcus ,(Mark) A. 1 Ham:;.;, Re~~blican "Pre;;_·;;- ;' . 

~._;.:·.~·-,:::;::::..~;:::-::~_-.:~_:· .. ·; ·.:.---~:· ··._, -~ :::· -·. -., ... i· --, . -· '_,, . . . . / ,;, . . . ' · .... ," •' :".". -, ' ... ,. ... '• ". ~"·"'"" ~ ' : ·'' ... , .. _ • .. -/t¥:--.•:·.--::· 
.. : :·:::; . .,-;;;::.:>;_;.Ci,-)"~dent-maker" o.f ._the. turn .of the . century and- .. the widow of Medill· McCormick,"",'."'.'~: 

· · '.5't~1~~1~~:t~s:~c~ic~~"~~w;p~;·~<:;~~ii~h~~~~ ~:~•sh,0-':·:~~~: Re;~~~i~~ .'~~-:~.~~~-~~ .. ::~~ .. ~i~'.:1 .. ~~f 1t¥.f; 
,7.~c:_t .. ',"'i'"~:t:I:f;.~man ·from ·Illinois in 1924-28 and in 1.930 was a Republican candidate for the :; 

~·.: . .:···.--~·:_'.j,:;:_,-:~'i?!i·.~~z:::;~:- ·'·- · ... _ .• ~··.-··_.-.: ... -..... · · ·-.-'- ·-- .,. ··. -~.....:·. , : ·. · · ·, .- ··:· .. ;::·:::~~:,•f:--:-:.-:.:.~~: 
,. ·· '--· .. ""«'~..,,.~u s "Senate ".She ·was :publisher· 'of two· ne1rspapers. 'at Roolcford, Ill ··and .. ,.. .. .,,,"" "• \~·, .. ~~-·"::.;;·~·~:· -•- • • • . ~-·:. . .. · :~' _-{;fj.·~·: ... 

... :~·::,;-~ad "wo~ national. r~oo¢ tion .. for' her interest in child .. labor, 'civic '.im'"-.::,:. •' 
• • • •·!"·•- •• ~ '• ' , 'I:•-• '. < 

, .. :i;>rovement and women's. o_rganization," according tr' a News_:_~<;! :ourier s~~rY . 

. '"' of May 22, 1937-. 

The Simms.• told the News and Courier at the· time that: ·."They plan to 

use the resi'denoe seasonably and to make extensive changes in the -pr'c':Jperty, 

·particularl:r· in the grounds." The Charleston firm of Simons and Laph8lll was 

retained to restore the house. A.ocording to a story in. the Charlest~n .~ve:_ ... 

ningPost, onA.pril 23, 1968, the Simms> in 1937, found on.the property~ ·- ' . . . ~ 

80-year-old former slave, Henry Brown, who had been born o~ _the plantation 
. ~ 

in 1857, and. who served as gardener there until 'he died. ·Whether.this is 
• . I ' 

true or not is· not known, but the same story repeats many. other errors and 

untrue statements conce;rziing the house. 

The Simms, on July 12, 1937, bought from the· City Council. O:f Charles-
' .... 

ton, for S2,ooo, a tract of marshland to the west 'of. the .. house·,_ between . . , --···, 
Fifth A.venue and the A.shl.ey River, containing approximately 10.8 acres. 

' ··•. ' 

City Council also granted to them the right to""use, occupy, landscape and 
• • . • t • • • 

impro~e ," that p;~tion of' Fifth Avenue between the house lot and the marsh, 
., ' • . • I ' •, ". • , 

by a resolution adopted· by council on August 10, 1937. .. "-

The tract of marshland had been the property of the. Charleston Heights ,. . . .. 
Co, and on September 61 1932, Sheriff' Joseph M. _Pciulnot. had se~zed it for._ ... 

tazes, The tract had .been valued at $300 in 1931, with a tax of 613.91. · ... 
. , , ' 

Poulnot, on June 6, 1934, conveyed the tract to City Council_ for Sl56. 

This transaction. wns confirmed by a subsequent deed on July 10, 1937. 

The Simms, on May 26, 1941, conveyed the house and lot, _the marsh traot 

and the right to use the portion of Fifth A.venue, for $27,000 to Walter Kent 
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Prause. The Simms t'hen bought the residence of Mrs. Edwin parsons at 51 

East Battery. 

Prause, new o~mer of the Grove, was born August 4, 189.5, a son of 

William C,D. Prause and ·Mrs. Helena Prause of Charleston, and by the age of 

.40 ><as one of the leading heating and plumbing contractors in Charleston. 

~.Tho. Pl_umbing and.Heating Trade. Jo'.-i=al _.of July 19, _1935, describ.es him ae . , 
· ..... 

· six feet, three. in~hes tall, weighing 230 pounds,. with "blue eyes that look 

st_raight at _you:" 

"Stick to quality 

' ·- ' ._:, '> -

According to the journal, his formula for success was1 . ,. -· - . . . . ' . 

work and stay out. of out-throat· competition. That's how 

I made ·my success."' ·Prause, at age 13, started work ae an apprentice ship's 

.. plumber at the :Charleston Navy Yard.· He -~dvanc~d through the grades a~ ·:( . 

. . . . :l ,_._ :_, . . ··.. - ' '• ' . ..': -' .- . - -. . . . "· . . . - .. ; .- ·- - . -,, ·: .. ~;; -~_: ,;,,- ·:·• 
·;,: :.plu.;ber and mechanic _and opened. hi"· own 'buaine.ss I in 1922. His business ·.W:~"l¢ 

., _ .. _. .. ... . . . : . , .... ·: .. -, . .. • .. _. . "t,·..:. ... ;.,<· .. ~ ..... , .. ..-.'."''- ·-:·. .. ,. .· .. , , _ _;_,...._...;._:._;:·:-:~:I,~~;.;;~~ 
.very prosperous ·;and at· one time employed· as mruzy 'as .60. persons. ·,.He .marri.ed'.';'; 

I'1arie A. ~ollings. : He·-~~~ pre~·id-o~t· ~f -~he ·s:~. /i~~te~ Plwnbers 1 Ai~n~ :~~·7s~ 
of the Charleston 'Rifle Club. He di~d o~ September. 4, 1973, at age 78 ii.nd . ' ' 
is buried iri.Dethany Cemetery. In January, 1975 a flagpole ·dedicated to hia 

memory was .erected at the Country Club of Charleston, a gift of Mil ton 

Pearls tine. 

•rq Prause can be attributed tho extraordinary number 'of plumbing faoi­

li ties found in the house when the present owners acquired it, 

Tho property was conveyed by his widow, Mrs. Marie A. Prause, to 

the present owner on July 25, 1974. I 

Judging the age of a house is no easy task; ·especially when the house 

has gone through as many changes in ownership and changes in taste as has 

the house at Lowndes• Grove. 

• 

However, there are cer.tain standard.a to which architectural historians 

adhere in the "dating'' of buildings. One rule is that archi teotural and de­

corative details found on upper floors are usually original, as remodelings 

usually talce place in tho principal rooms of a house, those most likely to 

be seen by Vi3itors, Thus, it can be assumed that the two Georgian style 

man'oels, complete ui th · crossettes or "ears," which are found in two of the 

attic rooms are original .to the house. On this basis, it can be assumed 

that the main body of the house· pre-dates the Adam period and therefore pre­

dates ii illiam L01mdcs 1 ownership. 

Tho house cannot be "colonial" in poriod, for as we have seen, Jolm 

Gibbes' house 11as destroyed during or soon after the Revolution-, and also 



stood comewhat to the southeast of the present house, below Grove Street. 

However, Georgi'an architecture continued to be employed in the years 

immediately after the Revolution and prior to the introduction of ·the Adam 

style of architocture. Therefore, we can look for a builder in the oarly ·· 

post-Revolutionary p.eriod. 

·- ' -.~~:. 

The earliest specific mention of a house is -in the conveyance. of John.-:.-:.-· 

-~'Beaufain Irving's attorney, Jacob AEmilius Irving',
1 
~o Mi:~i Glodner Vesey, ~~~:~;·: 

.... . :Jon J~ly 9,. 1796 •. · The deed roc)i te.s .~he ~groement by whioh J;hn ~eauf~in _~:~f~ 
·-.- .· .. ~~Ix-Vin{>,_appoizi.ted Jacob AEmilius 'Irving his attorney; ni th authorization tci'-;'.._!~s 

. ·. sell his f~m, '."t~gether with the Capital. mcfsaug~ tenement or._ d;_.elling - ··""f·.~2:;~ 
- house.-" -The" I>iantation is then .called Wedderburn ·Lodge, a name which would.','.;:'l: 

· .. :·.:als~ ... '~onfirrii 'the 1eris:iance ·af a. houSe. -... ; "_-_- -~- -~ _,~ .':~'.:~<· ,.: ·. _:-~/:·~::·_-~f_::_~--~·~;;~if~£:;;::·::i~~::·:%:~~~~ 
··' 7:t"~',~3-tS~~~ ~~~he~:-ru\~ · __ used·'~iii''~;,:_t'Lig hou~es is· that '. . ./•e~er~lly ,· wh~~~'.t~~:;~~~~~-~fe 

c.- - '·:of a property increases shaz-i>ly between the time 'tliat ·one ·owner :_i>iirchases''I''.'f'::ji..;,-
'-. " .. ,,,,_ ~-.-I~- ' ' ' " ... _,_.,;- . '. -·-- · ·.~-_, __ ~ · .... ---;, • · '.' « ;;;:··: .. :. -~-."· ·'. •. '.·: ' ': :: ._ ........ ~·, .. ' .-0,;.::-_. ~"'t".::::~-i~t-~P.~':i 

';, ,/<!:'..it and the time that the same ·o~er sells 'it, one can assume that substan-';:;~;J;.:_ 

'·· ti al improvement has been ~ade ;n' -th~ property /s~ch -~~· the cdnst;,,~tion 0£ ' ·,, · 

a house. . ··~ .. 

Sohn Beaufain Irving sold the property for 1, 200 po\.inde. sterling in · · • · 

1796, having bought .it for 1,500.potmds sterling in,1793. This would.indi--

cate that he probably did not improve the property during this period and 

perhaps had let it run do;m, since he spent so much of his time in Jamaica. 

It· may be assumed then, that either the Honora:ble John Mathews, who 

sold the property to Irv:iiig· in 1793, built the house, or that Mathe1fs 1 

brother-in-law, George Abbott Hall, who acquired the property in 1786, built 

the house. The docwnents by lihich first Hall, and then Mathews, acquired 

the property have been lost, so our comparison of purchase prices breaks 

do>m here. 

However, the census of 1790 comes to our re3_.cue • .''The census was tak~n 

by streets, and George A. Hall is found to1-rard the end of the list for the 
. . 

Pariah of St. Philip and St. Michael, near Nicholas Cobia and John Surtlif 
. . 

(Sutcliffe), and other residents of Charleston Neck. Thus, Hall had his 
I . 

residence on the Neck at the time of the census, which lists in hie house-

hold two free white males, throe free white females and seven slaves. 

It can be assumed then, that George Abbott Hall built a house some­

time between the time he purchased three adjoining lots in the initial 

breakup of Gibbcs• propert;y on August 23, 17136, .and .tho taking of the cen­

sus in 1790. 

That the house survived may be ascertained in the following comparable 

purchase prices,· in which there is no nubstantial drop: Mathews. to Irving, 



) 

,._ .:·· ... 

~2 .. 

1793, 1,500 sterling; Irving to Vesey, 1798 7 1 7 200 pounds sterling; Vesey 

t~ Lo1mdes, 1804 ,' 3 ,o.oo g'-lineas (th.a mortgage accompanying this last trans~.:;;(_ 
action is conditioned on payment of 1 7 071 pounds, 19 shillings, fourpense, ·::'!~' 

.. -·~··· 
with legal interest.') 

... _ .. ,,., 

Samuel -Gaillard Stoney, who apparently was the. first attribute the . . .. ,~. 
"''.:·::··:~ 

building of the Grove house to Lo1mdes, compounds the error, in h~s- "P.1.an.:;1~ 

tat ions o:f .the Carolina Lowcauntr'J ,'11 with the stat~ment that L~1mde_"1 .• buil!,~ 
the house in 1803. This is an absurdity, as Lo1mdes acquired the property';':·~ 
in 1804. ·-':--··' .. ·· -. . · - · ·. '·. ···~:::: .;.~.~'.';:,~7~~· 

It l'las probably William Lowndes, however, who 'remodeled the pr:i.nc.ip'a{~~;:(~ 
rooms with Adam-style decorations, -, · · :; )~;~ 

' . . ' ,. -··,:· --' ' ... ~---·~·'·~-:~•;.,) 
... -· A later s;t/le, whi~h derived_ f:Nfll the Adam s~yle, and is knawn:·.~s :Il~~~ 

&ency, is apparent in ·tho dining room and the roam· above :it:~·: This "st.yf~.N~ 
. . . . '.- ' - .·. ", : . - . ·- ·... ··.--0"·:-··- ·~::!\~~~' 

•:became popular in Charleston in the late 1820s and early 1830s-. :As '10'1nde'ii•.''.'£ 
, ____ ,_ ·_ .. - · .. :_· .- . ,,.· -- ·::· .-- .. _ ....... .:..-·- .... ,' _ ... ·,--··· -. ,-:;;_'-:,:.~~- ..... .;..:-::.:;..::;,~;::; 
widou did not. use the llouse during this period, it' i2 unlikely that she iias ·~'.:'.' 

The crodi t would .go to tile lar.ge and ex-'· 
........... ~ 

responsible for these changes. 

the rear rooms of the hous'e pandin& Rose family, who probably lengthened 

soon after they bought the property in 1831. The presense of beaded weath~;..'.: 
boarding ·an. -the .exterior' of •!!;hie :'rear addition ·would·.·alsa:·:'P?tnt .:ta:-.'!;he ad_: 

di.tion.'.s' being added. about this time, .as beading on weatherboarding went 

out of style soon after this time. The rear addition is plainly marked on 

the plat of 1856. The re~r. addition "trapped" inside the house the semi­

circular stairuell, whioh ori&inally was a projecting bay on the rear of the 

house, _with a 1'1indow between the first and second floor l~dings. 

The present columned piazzas are plainly sholm on the plat of 1856. 

rt is probable they were. added by the Roses also; as the Gothic-style point­

ed arches on the lower piazza or loggia were becoming.popular about the 

time of their purcha2e of the property, the Gothic style having been suc­

cessfully revived by architect Robert Mills. 

Subsequent aimers also added their imprint to the house. The round 

ceiling medallion 1in the second floor hallway, for instance, is distinc~ly 

Victorian. The medallion is sho1m. in a photograph of the hallway published 

in "The Exposition" magazine in 1900. The. same photoe;raph shows plain walls 

and plain wainscotting in the hallway; consequently it is evident the pre- . 

sent paneling was added after that date. 

Photographs of the house taken before and during the·Exposition show 

the house ui-th a slate roof. The tile roof appear2 ·in a photograph of the 

house 11hich appeared in the News and Courier about the time the Simms ac­

quired it. It is probable then, that the tile roof waa added when tho 

.. 



Sottiles restored the .house aftei• 1919. The present outbuildings, which 

also have tiled roofs, were. proba.bly added about the same ti111e, as they 

do not appear on the 1919 plat. 

Tho glass of the loggia, of oourse, ;ras added for the Exposition. 

All such' additions have been skillfully and pleasing blended with original 

details 7 so. that they'. compliment" the original and provide an overall atmos-
» ..... , .. ·- '. ... · ... · ... · .... I -· 

,,:,, .. :·;-~~phere of grace. and beauty equal to that of any COID1Jarable Charles to~ 

sion: ..... _-~ '• ; -: -;. .. ,,. , 
. · .. .:. 

·• 

. ·:- .. . ·' .. ···' 
.,,_,~ ~· .. ;~· ... ' 

.;·~· ............. ' 

.... __ _ 

• 

.. ' 
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The house itself is built entirely of black cypress and ceder 
put together with old fashioned hand made nails. 

The paneling in all. the rooms is very beautiful, and the house · · · 
itself" is built on the square Colonial style, having and·inoloae4 . , 
Loggia in the brick basement which forms. the first story. of' the house.':t· 
It also contains a lovely Circular Stairway, and 'big fire pl.aces with '" 
finely carved mantles are.found throughout the ~ouse. · 

'the house is now in th~ poeeee41on of Mr. and Yrs. Walter E. Prause. · · 
: ,, i. 

. ··' 
·· .. ,. 

.. . · .... ---···········"''"'='·-····~~,__ __ _ 
··xi.-·:,; :.···:'c~:d·o~'::~:s~·· 

. . 

l .... 



The map facing is a detail from Sir Henry Clinton's "Sketch of the 

Operations Before Cllarl.esto1m," in 1780. ' It shons Charlestown Neck 

above the city, with the Broad Road or Great Path as its "spinal cord." 

John Gibbes' house and garden aro: sho1m ·to the east of '/Gibbs Landing." 

G. 

If. 

I. 

L. 

P. 

lst & 

lst &: 

2nd, )rd & 4th Battns He!rnn Gronrs 

2nd Battn 7lst Regt. 

))rd Regiment K. 7th Regiment 

lst &: 2nd Battns Light Infantry 

lst & 2nd Battns 42nd Regt 

Ilcssian Jagers 

Commissary's Tents 
•· 

o. .A.rtillery & Parle 

4 7 5, and 6 

First Parallel. 

Redouts begun 1st April for establishing the 

·.· 

/ 

. -~ 



). 

~\ 
: f 
,I 

I 

I 

I 

a'· .. _,..,:· .. .• -



) 

DESCRIPTION OF BUILDINGS ANV IMPROVrnENTS 

App1wwna.te. U.v.i.Jig Space 06 3-Stoi!.lf Mai1.6.fon: 6,968.8 oq. n.t. 
FA.Jwt Floo1t.: App1t.ox.0na.te.ly 3,095.6 oq. 6t. eo11,;.V.,.tiJ19 o0: 

Elt.t,•1.anee Flo1t.i.da Room mecwuJt.i.n9 13' 5" by 50 1 
• 

. En.t11.anee Ha.U. w.<,th Sp.lllal StaJ.Ju.ViJ.lf. 12 ' x 2 9' 
Two S.ltti.ng Room6, eaelt w.i..th ,).&teplaee.L 15' 8" x 18 '9" & 1 3 '8" x 1 5' 12" 

.. LMge V.ln.i.n9 Room mah Fi.11.ep"'lee. 15' 8" x. 24' 
·· .. ,. . ·~ StJJ.dy w.lth Fi.11.epf.aee . 

. . J;:;;.,. • LM9e modvr.n /Utdien w.&th eab.<.ne.t~ nit.om 6!0011. to 12' eei..li.ng. 
}}; ; .. · .• ·.. ·· 8Jr.eak.6cwt Nook . 

.. . ;,:,'~i:;· ,:_ , '. '. , Halo Ba.tit. 
'"'• "'_., ~.._~ .• 

See.and Floo1t.: Appit.ox.lma.tef.y 2, 420. 6 oq. Qt. eono.ikti.119 06: 

Lcvr.9 e ea m1ee.ti.n9 Ha.le. 1 2 ' x. 2 9 ' 
:.::~ ... :.• ;: . ..::~:.o.: • . Fou.Jt. la!t.ge Bedit.oorM, eae/1 w.i..tlt i\.i..te_pf.ac.u. 

'· ··::""•·~·•:<.•:;:··;,;/ .. ;,, .. ·•· Th!t.ee and orfe-ha16 bath,; · 
:_,".;'.>,~'-':~.;~·f4~~-/'.-·,;r,'£f:,;_:.#;-;:~?~;,~_~,:··, - - ;h ( . )• . 

. ._., •. ,, <.'§?"'t•.'i,•;_>o•'°;•c';•.•.;·C'•LCVl.9e Po1t.e 6 7 5 -OQ. Qt. 

:·~·ff~llJ;~t$~'S~'f~d Floo1t.: Appi!.oUma.te.ly 1,452.6 -Oq. 6t. eono.Ll.t.Wg 06: 

· :'.'::·. ';:, ·: · · · ·: 'Two lcvr.9e Bedit.oorru. 
One omall S,{,t.t.W9 Room oil. Bedit.oom. 
One Ba-th • 

• 16'6" x 25', 17' x 20 1
' 14' x 15' & 14' x 15' 

Appit.ox.lma.te Li.vi.n9 Spaee 06 Ca!tJUa9e HoMe: 2,800 .iq. t)t. 

F.Ut.6t Ff.ool!.: Appi!.oUma-tef.y 1,600 oq. Qt. eorio.w.ti.a9 on: 

Veit.lj la1t.9e Ven tui..th BM and Ale.ave S.ltt.<.ng All.ea. 
B.<..Ui.M.d Room. 

Sec.and Floo1t.: App1t.ox.i.ma.tef.y 1,200 •lQ. 6t. eono.Ll.ti.119 on: 

Two lM.ge Bedit.oomo wait do1t.me1t. w.tndow-0. 
Full Ba.tit. 
Sma-f.f. K.i..tel1en. 

App.wx.i.ma.te Uvi.n9 Spaee 06 Gue6.t Hott4e: 753 oq. i\t. 

One Ff.001t.: 

Uv.<.n9 Room 
Bed!r.oom 
Ba.th 
Spauouo Kd:ehen. 

App.wx.i.ma.te Spaee on Re.pa.lit. Shop: 16~. 2 6Q. n.t. 

TOTAL APPROXIMATE SQUARE FOOTAGE OF THE THREE HOMES: 10,521.8 

FURNISHINGS NOT INCLUDED IN SALES PRICE. 
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The plat facing shows the property conveyed to .Christopher Willi-

man by Robert Gibbes and his wife in 1790, It shows the ruins of.John 

Gibbes 1 house and the remants of his gardens. The tract is bounded on 

the north by a new street 60 feet wide which is now called Grove Street. 

Above the street 

to George Abbott 

.. , ..... 

is the proper:ty conveyed by Robert Gibbes and his wife 

Hall in 1786. 
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, The plat facing shows part of Wagener Terrace subdivision as 

created by James Sottile in 1919. The plat shows the Grove house 

with the rear addition left over from the Exposition. The large 

building to, the northeast is identified as a barn. 
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The plat facing showo the appearance of the Grove plantation at 
l'/1~7 

the time of the state grant to the Roses in ~. The drawing ot the 

dwelling 

probably 

shows the rear addition and the present piazzas, which were 

added 
i 

by the_Roses soon after they bought the plantation from 

the Lo1mdes in 1831. 

_The plat also shows·later_markings, such as the line; from X to Y 

to Z to D, which fixed.the northern boundary in agreei;nents between 

-capt. F; lf;-·wa50ncr and t_he West Shoro Corporation in- 1913 and 1914. 

·-- c These changes were made necessary because the creek on· the north side 

- - 0 f the boundary had changed its course~ 
_I 

_J 
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