
Charleston and Savannah Railway'

The greet Plânt S!-stem of raiirvâys, steâmslìips and hotels comes ir touch with

ClÌartest;n by lhe Chaileston antl Savannah Raillvay This splendid road bes brought

intoCha¡lestonlbousan.IsoftoulistSaûdhundredsoftonsoffreight,besideskeep-
ing Charláston in touch wilh her sistercity, Savannah The Charlestorì- and Savannah

Rà"itway is splendidly equipped, has an exceptionally fìne ¡oad bed' ând is managed in

" 
g.o"ioo, uìd lib".;l \;ay. 'Ihe schedules are convenient alrd se¡vice fast and safe'

Tfie co-p"rry cioes a largá business handling truck and the spurroadto Young's Island

las donË much fo¡ the sea island farmers by providing quick and safe irânsit for

their products. The busiDess of the company thlough the year has been excellent

seaboa¡d. The Northeastern Râilroad shares largely in the wlrl(er toulist travel i;
anal frorn Florida, and it is one of the mediums in marketing the products of the ¡ich
vegetable farms whiclì sl¡etch all along the coast from Charleston to tlìe Gulf

AshleY River Railroad. , - '

REstDEños ?oRTr!'N IIDEÌrNc STREEI-NoßrE FRolt BÄTTERY'

Northeastern Railroad.

One oI the most important factors i!¡ the commerce of Charieston is the North-
easte¡û Railroad. .lhis road formsaPartof the Atlantic Coâst Line system. The
through business received from other roads keePs the Northeastern very busy indeed.

The Northeastern Rail¡oad is a link in the oldest and greatest through roùte from
FloÌida to the North, end thüs participates in the proäts accruìng lrom the eflo¡mot¡s

freight and pass€nger trañc lìowing between the East and the ext¡eúe South Atlantic

The Ashley Rive¡ Railroad consists of the line lvhich runs Irom the Northeaste¡n

station out to Àshley JunctioD, together wilh numerous valuâble spurs, ivhich connect

it rviih the va¡ious manufacturing concerns ând phospháte plaûts located oo Challes_

lon Neck. 'Ihe managernent has continued to develop the proPerty arìd its prospe¡ity

ircreases. The brarìch lines have proved valuable feeders ro the Ashley River Line'
ând aìl have done their shâîe in the handling of Charleston's busitress end in-

creasing her comruercial impottance.

The East Shore Terminal.

The East Shore Terminal Compaûy $¡as organized ând its tracks constructed

in rss.r-oo. Its tracks ¡un f¡om Columbus Street doNn along the eDtl¡e eâster'll

, -REsrDEñc! oF À. If. IfEvlt-{l¡D. Eso

f¡ont to SouLhern Wha¡f, and s¡ith sidel¡acks arrd conneclions to the varioüs whalvei

along the water fronl lhe track is a double track laid rvith 6o_pouûd rails
ih" ptop"tty of the company vas very se¡iously damaged in the year 1693 in the

great cyilone of August in that teâ¡. Since then, under Proceedings to foreclose the

mortgages in the United Sletes Circuit Cotlrt, it has been put in llìe hands of Receiv-

ers, by whom it is now being ope¡âted The Receive¡s are William Ð. Huger, Esq 
'

ancL lsaac \Y. Fowler, Esq.
The company orvns the UniorÌ Wharves, comprising four piers and docks, and tbe
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The building is a registered NaEional HisEorical Engi-
neering Landrnark. A twin of Ëhe scrucËure stood just
Eo Ëhe easE until iÈ was demollshed in the 1970s.
(StockEonr. unpub. notes. )

Chapel St, -- The NortheasËern Rail Road Company DepoË
was built in 1865-66 to replace an earlier depot
which was blown up during the Confederate evacuatíon
of the city, Feb. 18, 1865. The depor was filled
with and other commodities that had to be left behind,
Eogether wiEh a quantity of gunpowder. people from
the area rushed in Èo help Ëhemselves. Nearby some
cotton was burning. Some smal1 boys, who found EhaE
gunpowder would make a bLaze with lots of smoke when
Ëhro$rn on Ehe fire, amused themselves by carrying hand-
fuls of iË from the depoE, where it r¡ra s stored, Eo the
cotton. Powder Erickli.ng Èhrough their fingers left
a trail back to the depot. Somehow it vias igniËed and
before anyone could exEinguish the fire the entire de-
pot was blown up, along wiËh about 150 people. Houses
near the depoË also caught fire, adding Eo the chaos.
(Burton, Siege of CharlesÈon, 3ZL, SÈockton, DyKyC,
Dec. 13; ffivrãii, ¿o.l

Chapel St. -- Elias VanderhorsË House, built c. lg32
by a member of the wealthy VanderhorsË rice planting
family. Ic remained in the fanily unril 1915. The
sËructure is a valuable example of Greek Revival archi-
Ëecture, expressed in a suburban villa. The Ewo and
one-,half story stuccoed brick house is built. on a high
brick basement and has a double ftight of stone stepé
leading Ëo the píazza.
(Thomas,^PIKYC, Ocr. 7, 1968. Smith & SmiËh, Dwelling
nouses . ¿Yó . ).--.---..:_

Chapel SË. -- Built c. 1840 by Dr. AnEhony VanderhorsÈ
Toomer, or by his son Dr. H.V. Toomer, Ëhis Ewo sËory
wooden house on a high brick basement combines elements
of the Greek Revival and GoEhíc RevÍva1 sËvles. Ëhe
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New Reseo rch Sheds Light On Depot's Age
ay BOBERT P. SIOCKmN

Further research hâs êxploded the
th€ory lhal lhe old railroad buiìding åt
U Chap€l dales hom c. 1853.55

It app€ars thal the present .buildinß
repl4ed the origin¿l d€pot !flhich rvas
built in lhe lE50s and blown upduringthe
evacuation ol ChåÎ)eston on F€b.18,1865.

Accordint lo The Dåily Courier oI
Monday, Feb.20, 1865, the explosion
occurred at I a-m. the previoùs Satu¡d¿y

, dürmg the Conlederale €vecuation of the

The nelvspaper recounted lhat some
boys, amusing themseìves by throwing
ha¡dluls oi powder on cotton bales, un'
witlingìy laid å trail of po$der to the
room in çhich tie powder wâs being
stored, end in th€ resuìting erplosion lhe
depot !9ås desroyed ånd åboul l$peopie
kìll€d.

TIl€ famous Cir¡l War phototlåph€¡
Matth€w Brâdy took sev€ral photogråphs
of lh€ explos¡on scene nol long åft€r-
\Pårds,

Th€ Brådy pholollaphs, one of which
l3 reproduced h€r€, show the ruins of a
slructure v€ry difl€ren¿ from thepresent
büilding at t4 Chap€l.

Do You Know
Your Charleston?

The desiroyed depot \{âs a mì.ìch more
elaborãte buildjns, with arcades in lhe
Italianate style w-hich was popuìÂr in tle
l85ils.

Brady's photogrâphs âlso show the
ruins ol other structures d€stroyed by a

fire wh¡ch followed the €xplosion ånd
L'onsumed houses in a lour_block ar€e

Cons'dering the €videnlly complete d€-
struction of tbe c. 1853.55 depot, it was.
nccessary to do additionâl researcù to 

,

pinpoint â construction date for th€ pres_

ent bL¡ildins on the site.
This inf;rmalion was found ln the

annuål rcports lo the sto.khoìders ol tle .

North.Eâst€m Råil Road Co.
A.F. Ravenel, presid€¡t of th€ comÞ¡-

ny, report€d on Àpril '{, 1866, thåt during
tù€ Drevious year tlìe compåny's ùúsnes3
suff¡red from lhe effecls ol lhe Écent
war, incl$ding 'the lack of ed€qüete

depot-accommìrdalions in the city..."
On April3,1867, howerer, Ravenel was

able tó report. "our new frei8ht and
passenger det'ots in lhe city have bcen
completed."

The tv/o d€pols, thus established es
having been built during 186&6?, åppear
on the "Blrd's Eye V¡ew" map of
Chårleston, publ¡shed in l8?2.

0n€ of the two structüres, {hich stood
on the south side of Washinglon Street,
at th€ foot of Chåpel Street, hås disåÈ

The second strücture, at C'håp€l and
,Bay (now Eest Bay) streets, appears to
ha thc såme structure now at ll Châp€|,

Its arch¡tectural style which hås b€€n
cited ås being typicål of lhe r8ík, is
'typlc¡l also of the 1861h in Charlesto0,
\rlì€re nete constructlon continued to be
bullt tn lhc anteb€lluú" slyle, ås evi-
derced by buildings conslrucled loon

.¿fter the wÂr in the årcås destmyed by
'the $!¡t fir€ or 1861.

A public hearing on the pmposcd demo-
lltion of lhe present bùild¡ng is set by lhe
Boâ¡d of 

^rchitectùral 
Review Dêc. 29

. at lr3{l p.m. in the cily office buildingât
U6 Meetihg St.

(Þhoio La¡.d ãt c ¡d.r ¡¡u-uE¡

Brady Photo Of North-Easfern.Depot Ruins, 18ó5
i . .. j
t--



ol '',-þêrrltoili"Roil Dep,

at 116 Meeting St.
The North-E;stern R¡il Road Co. w¿s b0ì

, ^, ,*" ,^ ^^--;; st.
bouEht from John L. Nowêl
st. iames-Santee. who had a

By ROBERT P. STOCI(TON

A d€molition Dermit has been rérrues!
ed for tle old Ñorth-Eastern tla¡l 

-Road

Co. deDot et l{ Cùaoel St.
. ft-rtiti^ßöä;d óT Ârchiteitural Re-

vieq' wlll hold e public hearing on the
request Dec. 29 in the city office building

pot

Ufuñus ¡rnl Gonricr

Do You Know
Your Charlesion?

L. Nowéll, planter in
¡,,ho had a home near-

Norvell had acquired the depot site in

Road Co. and lajd tlacks connectiË subseouentìv âcouirins Carter's tract
rìl,..rá.r^i ri,+h n,?rindr^ñ 'õ TÏe North'Eastern ñail Road Co. prob-

orsanized in Februarv of 1852 to compete ùr' .,ãrtcs-ùcr¡.*',
niih the wilminslo; and Manchelter D{,o! 19'S ltl9"-l: These imDrovements can be seeD on

the va¡d niap of the ar€a, in the CitY
Engineer's Office, vh¡ch was survey?d
ir 1882. .

ltey included the shèdlike wing on the
north side of 14 Chap€l St., extending
aloDg Bay (now East BayI Street, desi8-
nated the North-Eastern passenger de-
pot,

A second shedlike projection on the
north side of the building, a veslige of
which reInains, was tbe pássenger depot
of the Charleston and Savannah Railway
Co. .r

T\ryo other structures, built in 1881

\¡,ere the CharlestoD and Savannab Rail -
way {rei¿ht depot at 2 Chapel St., which

. (See Page 98, Column 3) :.

Rail ROad which was then being buiìt rro\Yeu nau acqu¡IËs urE uÈPv

imit úìiÀ¡"diãti, Ñ¡., ao Àusìr¡å, c;- 1839 rrom Edward carew The propelv'.;sq-,.r&'gi.-lt*'{atrqlkti¿:i"**$""i'i1'nl'iå."å"1î"f*å
Fearing thai lhe Wilminston ¡nd Man. was ucscrruËu

.¡'.äå:Ë"î-ñ"ä *ï;ii äñ; Ëä D;; iþ"T" {p,ll ol'llt-Y::.:T "i"** **"' * "i tracts which Mrs. Ann Ferguson, of thecotton to wilmington, to Charleston. -ãr,r iñ ra2E i^
econom¡c detriment, a heirs of John Wragg, had sold in ltlil5 toeconom¡cdetriment,a8ToupofcharIes.¡¡e¡llurJUntlw¡dËË'udu
tonia¡s tormed rhe North-Eâstern Rart calew and, william.9ltl:Lill.93.t*

ton. lat€r Dresident of the

fhe
stein Rail. Road Co.'
14 õâ¡el SL onJ,¡n. l; . ,l

Anothér railroad build.
óf ssv€r8l t¡acts ofhigù :

since disappeared, sûood

urer. T. Pinclnev Huser. Iater Dresident;iî;#ffi;:üi;'hì;iäsi;ä;*"- site ar that tim€.of the company, was chief engineer.'-îüe 
t¡orit-Éãste¡n Rail.ñoad Co. The present building appears on the

hôndhr fi!Þ < . ôf l¿ r}rânÊr sL f¡t'Jln i. ,-- iBf4s, E c'-View" map of charleston'

. CoDti¡ued From paße l.B
i was demolished a few years
, 99q.. anq the North-Eastern
, rrcrgtt depot at l Chapel St..
; wh¡ch rema¡ns.

B€fore 2 Chapel St. was de-
morshed, a team of architects
r¡om tùe Historic Ame¡ican
¡jnglneer¡ng Survsy ¡¿¿.
measured dtaw¡ngs and Dholo-
Etgrhsif the bui-¡ding. '

., ¡ne Eng¡neering Survey at
fie ùne expressed intercst in
mak¡lrg such permånent re.
conls of all of Charleston,s
rallroad bu¡ldings, includinc
rre sùuctures at Chapel anð
t,as[ Hay and the complex of
ou dmgs stretching from Hut-'son ¡itreet to the C¡osstown
Xoute. between Kinr and
Meetins sheels.
. lwo an-d 4 Chapel St. were
mû raæd lIl the second hishesl

. cåtego¡y in the CityofCha;les.
ton s Historic Architecture
Invento¡y. Inexplicably, l4
Lnapet was not rated ¡n the
¡nvenþry.
fn contrast to the more

wtì¡msical "Ch¡nese ChiDDen_
dale' style .of its survii,ins
nerghbor at { Chape¡, the deloi

at 1.4 Cùapel hes a mote re_
sr¡atned style, similar to other

l"''li"Jlooülo "tt 
constructed

It is e typical midJgth Cen-
tor.v'-industrial', stvle bùild_
lng, w¡th thick bdck wal¡s.
prerced by arched oænines.
rne matn entrence on Chaõ€l
sr.reet retå¡ns theoriginal wide
oouDle doots w¡th four Danels.
tlT¡cal of the l85os.
, The rather s€vere lines of the
oulldtnl are rel¡eved by a w¡de
Dargeòoard of open lattice..
wrl'll e pendant in the Deak.

r€et. -. :1'! r'--- '
At the ómpa¡Y'ß annuâl riætlni. of

officers, Nov. , 1881, A.F. Revenel.
F€sident of the.company, rcported that
$65,887 had been expended, as of Sept. 30.

18tr1, "on the enlargemeol of our Yafd.
the erectiod of new Passenger âDd
Fleipt¡t DeDots. the extension of our
whailes. a-nd other imprcvements at
Charleston.




