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- Robert M. Vemning, a
ed':,x Charleston factor, 'm%egan
n:n : Sbuilding g:r:ittlemmg:p!ex
ol houses, and' de;

s dencies gt g time ofp%:
T4 Seasing prosperity for the ci-
FE!_’H‘ &. He had owned this pro-
!3 w4 PV, ecoupying the sputheast

T3] e’ Scity and ving
wite Prthased it ng a g:mq:nogf
thon 18l ldbe from several dif.
W "’T';!: owners,

1 fire of 1838 apparentl

@3 ] led vhat he hiad previous,
Ferd ¥ i there (we have
e ;:‘hnc_e that Venning had a
S S
5 f"‘- L LEY) be gaot by .
- e tll5‘1.11: again. The c:htz
W’# ime was seeing
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. econonic. life bere. The new Myer for $2000 o 1821,
- styles-did noi, however, ap- shailowness of the ot and the
patently .attract Venning, and  need-to -siick to the line ex-
he beld out for a home which  pl#ms, e unnsual e con:
by ﬂ.s design could have daled struction of the -dwelling as
- from anyiime after 1815, ., the main house “is on the
We probahly have {woe eastern limil: examination of
choices In making 2 decisioh - the &ll-dependency ghows it to
about the design and -be roughly as old 4k the main
ornemental treatment of the house, S
house: ejther it had to do with ~ Vemning capnstructed his-two-
that  special conservatism story brick residence over a
.. Which appesrs to hang over
Charleston architecture, so fullheight atfic floor. The

tyles Failed

The

that designs are repeated meand of bonding on all gdes

* years after other fashion have is'commercial bond, with Hat
been iniroduced; or Venning arches over the windows. -Ap-

may have been set on parently the bisilder ran low .

reproducing an earlier home, on brick as he was fibishirg!
perhaps the one that went the project,< as part of the’
with the great fire, rear gable s completed” in
The lot now occupied as 58 - Philadelphia fed Hrick rather
Anson was purchased by Ven-  than in the Charleston gray of
ping in 188 for 8000 from  -the rest of the house. 4
;- Latherine Johoson- As. it does * - In 4he proportions of the
todsy, it Hen measured ap-  windows, ‘we come --apon
progimately 72 ~desf
;f\nﬁon and exiended back 42 that Venning may have been
eet. B
In constructing the house,  an earlier home, even one
‘Vemning kept to the properly from the 1820s. The windows
line without straying over onto  are as high and narrow as a
his jot to the north which he bame from the 1820s and do
had purchased from a John nof match the broader open-

high -basemerif At -with a |

along  anoiber problem that suggests

copying the measurements of .

7o'

‘ings of a house from r '
1838 to M-Béﬁluse of
Ineast-émerits; the nine light

- sashes of the present windows -

" Jook quite proper. Nine light
-sashes -were almost . .vom-
‘Pletely replaced by six Hght
ak

" gashes iri dwellings gut op
ter the mid-1830s.

e levdis g e T shorics
of the «l are lowsr for bofi
" lits Yioors: itk 2élalc o . e -
-~ fnatching Sobw ek

house. Restod;fion’

‘ed any spétial -use eharae-
T teristics from the 4 thet
may have been ori

while these
now conrdit e fhe main
Beli k. fhey. may. have
¥riginaily -~ been -eot

The~ |=_l.ly was obvieusly a
. kitchen and laundry building.

Interior details of the prai-

cipal rooms of the main

are simple in. keeping
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miantles i
gggrch and window frm#h
ars griginal, are simplé
and utilizeF; gentle degree of -
ichl detalls, . - .
0" the - house wag
reslored in 1968, the floorg
-and_woeodwork were found..to
be in igood rcandition as Was
worly., But much._:of .

flm& be_remdv-
ed. t]was'e i ﬁerofavely

comp.

To . l-1;:‘;‘::?:n-tm.u ing the
peri ression in the first
story sitling room and dining
Taom, a: recta cornice
swood wamed fo each rébm

. A8 'a replacement of ‘the
, edrlier faglty plaster. The in-
" tegior of the ell was paneled as
- & -giudy tdkhile a kitchen was

original, hit, . placed s the filledin rear

-dependeny levids : piaza, -

Rubert Vefining had  ap-
parently dipd by 1838, as his
- 5008, ‘BCHoE as ex-
ot of his esthfe. sold the
bouse il Iob on Supt. 24 of
that ‘z'ea.r 1o ‘Charles Macheih

g 001, L
. Macheth wes s Vealthy at-
torney who served as mayor

O

e
Jer

of Charleston from 1857 fo

1865 and is usually cridited
#ith _saving the city from -

destruction  following - the
evacuation of the city by the
Confederate troops. -With the
leaving of the soliders,
persons, animated
reckless patriotism deci

destroy the city and began
lighting numerous fires.
Macbeth invited the Unjon
forces into the city (withoot
formally surrendering it) and
thus managed to extinguish
?{: fires and protect the food

Tes.

Macheth sold the house dur-
ing the mexi year to Roger
Gannon, keeper of a crockery
store on Church- Street, for
$3,500. Afier his death,
Michael J, Gannon sold it to
William H. Gannon for $300 on
Sept. 8, 1886. William Gannon
kept it untl 1902, when it was
s0ld to James F, Redding for

$2,500. . i
It was later purchased hy |

Leeds Company, being sold in
1968 to Mary Louise Tracy
who then did the restoration
work. She s0ld it to the

s
T

by a.li

Venning

presefif owners spon afte
completing it. -

The- dwelling is now th
residence - of Dr.

and Mrs

Sam H.'Ross III,
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