
þfoÞerties oh East BaY
iraAd a4d EIIiott Ètreets.
a few rDoments in_to¡nY
restoiation,. the hous
stored. on. East Tradd
dist¡essing r state
were Nos. 6; 8, 10,
but sold it unrestored; thd
rèstofed it); No, 19 Tradd
Nos, 2l anil 23 (two houses
I conve¡ted. into one house,
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Bav between Trêdd and ¡juloü
strêets together with consideraÞlê
f¡ontaee on Bedon's alleY to-.¡IIe
rear, inctuding two charming llttre
old EnÉlish brick two-story nouses'
These ñor¡ses have hâd â very ctil-
ferent late f¡om the Tradd slreel
ones, and f¡om the Plans I trad for
them in buving them. Havlng solc
aII mv Î¡add street houses, mostlY
at coisiderably less thân it . had'
cost mê to buv ând restore üìem'
I boueht t}le East BaY þlopertres
for futìtre incoñe, with no ùltentlôn
of evel selung them. I intended-lo
restole them and to keep theñ ro-r
investment, Dealing as I did in au
this work âlmost wholly wttn Þor_
rowed caÞital. the interest chaJges
became tõo heaw. TheY were au
under þìrlchese nroney moftgages'
so that borlowiÂg on second molt-
sages to restore them was al ¡n'
iime impossible. Then came -tJle

them. e very diflerent treatment
from. remodèting. No: 54 Tradd
street, said to have Þeen, âncr r
thinkr.undoubtedlv tlue, the orlgrnal
¡oitoltiõe in ea¡lv 180q. The mar--¡te slep,ilo the fÌont door on the
street hâi been worn thin on the
€dqes, ¿âused (I was told bY formel
Eeñerâtion), by the constant passage

õl peoÞle going in and-out JoÌ thelr
mail; the PostmAste¡ llved-ln rnc
dwelling rooms above lne þalcony
to this house is another ot fhose
mute and sad evidences of the van-

ldalism that has been commÍted
lagainst these old homes: it was sold
to me f¡om another -house, wbere. r
do not know. fof 11 llactÌ alleaoy
been taken down. No 6I wâs the
lârÞest and handsomest ol the
Trãdd street houses that I restored;
this had very beautiful wood work'
and I labored hard-to buy the -house
to, save that wooct wolk, coocurng
the. hot too tidY children il¡ th-ê
house Eo as to gain the good wur
of the owners; I regret and gÍieve
to say that after mY great elfolts
to save thjs house, some or lne
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ÀJ t¡ätïò-*ówing on ;econd mort-
sages to restore them was al ¡n'
iime impossible. Then came -trle
live yeêÌs ol deep deplessron- wnen
it was unwise and iÍlposslþle -ro
bo¡row. I finally had to start -se!-ins ofî sufficient ol the bulLdngs
to- ¡elieve the Þressu¡e from the
mortgages, Tht onIY ones I qas
able þersonallv to festole wele rne
two tittle houses oh Bedon's alley.
AfteÌ restoring thetn I sold them to
Dr. Edwin L.-Kefison. StiU find-
iDg rnysell unable to finarce -lnê
comþIete restoÌâtion as I had pran_
ned.-I sold No, 9? Eâst BåY to Mr.
Dunham, of Long Islând, lqd a- l¡t-
tle lâter I sold No. 95 to lltr' ,ron4

woocl work wâs sold out of the
house aJte¡ I PaÌted with it

I also resto¡ed a tiny house ori
Ford's çourt, the smallest I ever
tackled. It was so cunning that
after selling it a-n{ undertakin-g .the
restoration fo! thê pulchâsef, r nao
a houËe warming fo¡ .it, as I also
had for the laÌgest, No. 61.

I Ììext broke Ínto St. Michaels
allev. also a street of sad neglect
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Mccowan. That Ìelt û¡e still hold-
ing an precariously to lour hoüse-sinE on þrecariouslv to fou! houseg
on the fiont. Nos. þ1. 93, 83 and 8?.
No.83 needed some immediate re-

ante-bellum dayi. Thé street iF
one block long, nâmed for the his:
tôrio church ol the A¡changel St.
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I ôÞerated a little on the west

end oi Tradd street, conve¡ting an
unsightly store into an attractive
dweuing, bul the west end ol Tradd
street is more modern and did not
aÞþeal to me.-Ãt the time thet I started a1l tl s
work very lew Þeople besides my-
self weiq, apparently, iûte¡ested in
the saving of the beâutilul homes
of'our cüy, bût I.had friends â¡nong
the contractors and pluinbers who
kept me posted as to things that
were about tq be destroyed, Through
the kind oJficds of my good f¡ie¡Ìd,
Mr. Julius E. Smith. of 91 B¡oad
street. I ]eêrned that Colonel James
ArmstÌong, of blessed memoÌy, hâd
'taken a lovely fiÌeplace out of his
lold home on Laulens street, why
Lhe did not say,.bìlt he said he
ithought the colonel would sell it to
lme. I telephoned the colonel aÌÌd
Itotd him of my informåtioû and its
lsource, an4 asked jf I could buy
Ithe fireplace, His reply over the
ltelephone, in his accùstoñed and
iwell known good humoÌ, lvas "My
dear child; I will be onlY too glâd
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store a1l my holdings, and to keeP
them. I have neve! commercrallzea¡
mv resto!âtion work. or mY love ot
th! old aÂd beautiful things of
charleston. -4. friend once told mo
that I had too much sentrment to
make moltev, ãnd I think it is Part-
1v ttue. At ânv rate it has been a
g:reat pleâsuÌe'to be eble to take
soroe small Þart in their restora_
tion and prêseivation of our olat'
homes. and to þoint the rdaY !o
othels who werè more blessed in
their financial ability to carry_ on
the work. It has been a Prlvllege
to måke mv contribution towatct
such ,n imlrortânt and worthwhile
work.
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ton as I kirow it: this letter maY þe,


