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By CHARLES ROWE
':‘;'POSQ, -Courier Reporter
> Robert Mills Manor should not be mamtamed as
-public housing, but sold and renovated by a private
‘developer, the director of the Preservation Society
-of Charleston said in a letter to the group’s mem-
-.'bers

. Henry F. Cauthen urged society members to con-
tact city and housing authority officials to
“recommend the project tenants be relocated in
'scattered site public housing throughout the mty
-.;¢This renovation is now bemg considered,” Cau-
en said in the letter. “If this is done it will lock us
“into keepmg the project as a pro;ect’ for the next
: 20 years.”

* “What a shame not to expand scattered housing’
i 'to give those people a real chance == not keep them -
g;llocke;d into the present pro;ect he sa_ld “And what i

& n,opportumty for vt

ne1ghborhoods 1mmed1ately surrounding the Rob-

ert Mills Manor.”

A committee studymg the future of the housing
i

project generally agreed ear-
lier this month that it should
be renovated and maintained
as public housing. Donald J.
Cameron, housing authority
director, said Wednesday that
the committee will probably
meet early next month and
make a recommendation to

| the Housing Authority and

City Council.
Cameron said members of
the Preservation Society and

,remdents of Harleston Village hayve both expressed
much interest ‘in the" pr())ect since the committee
-:'-‘frecewed a consultant’s ﬁtudy that showed that its

.S .,,,‘.;._\. _...._'-.‘__.,

‘the 267-apartment project would cost about

- mitted to building public housing in small’ 31

: enc]av_ ;

sale would not generate enough money to huﬂ
placement housing. ‘,: %

bring $4-85 million. New housing for the tenﬁn

million.

John Hildreth of the Preservation Societ
Wednesday the organization is concerned with
project’s residents as well as the renovation o;
the project and houses in the neighborhood.

“What we want to do is find a better alternati
not only for the neighborhood but for the pgo
who live there (Robert Mills Manor),” Hildreth

City Council and the Housing Authority are

residents of What is often percewed as a yvé!fare‘
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By H. JANE SHEALY

Thursday, October 30, 1986 Charleston, 8.C.

Mills Manor To Remain Low-Income Project

Post-Courier Reporter

The Housing Authority of the city
of Charleston has décided that Rob-
ert Mills Manor will remain a low-
income project.

The housing authority plans to
enter into a 20-year agreement with
the federal government. The decision
seems to end years of speculation
about the future of the 46-year-old
federally subsidized apartment com-
plex.

The 267-unit housing project —
bounded by Queen, Franklin, Mag-
azine, Wilson and Logan streets and
Cromwell Alley — is dilapidated.

Nearby homeowners, who spoke at
public hearings earlier this year,
asked that all or part of the project
be turned over to a private developer
and residents relocated to scattered-
site housing. They claimed the
project damages their property val-
ues and houses a criminal element.

Donald J. Cameron, executive di-
rector of the housing authority, said
Wednesday the decision to maintain
the housing project may be an unpop-
ular one, but the board made its de-
cision based on guaranteeing project
residents adequate housing and rent
subsidies.

Mayor Joseph P. Riley Jr. said he's
disappointed that redevelopment of
Robert Mills Manor won't result in
moving tenants to scattered-site
housing, but blames finances, not the
board.

Riley said the housing authority
and the city are “committed to reha-
bilitating Robert Mills to make it the
finest community it can be.” How-
ever, the city cannot afford a finan-
cial contribution to that
rehabilitatinn.
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Federal government to continue subsidizing apartment complex.

The decision by board members to
maintain the housing project was
unanimous and was made-at a Sept.
25 board meeting, said Cameron. No
notice of the meeting was received
by the newspaper, although Cameron
said notice was sent.

Cameron said-the board consid-
ered these options:

@ Selling all or part of the housing
project with the'proceeds going to-
ward replacement housing for ten-
ants. ‘

® Providing a mixed-use
development (public housing, market
rental, home ownership at market
value and horie ownership by ten-

ants) with the proceeds from units
not subsidized by the federal Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Develop-
ment going toward replacement
housing.

® Maintaining and rehabilitating
the project with a HUD moderniza-
tion loan.

While admitting that the housing
project is “a liability” to Harleston
Village, the surrounding neighbor-
hood, Cameron said the project could
become an asset with sufficient ren-
ovation.

Federal money is tight, but the
board plans to apply in February for
the HUD modernization loan, Cam-

eron said. While he's optimistic that
HUD will supply renovation funds,
Cameron said he thinks the money
may come in a little bit at a fime,
forcing the housing authority to ren-
ovate piece-meal.

If the loan is approved, money
should be available in the fall, Cam-
eron said. The loan will obligate the
housing authority to maintain the
project for 20 years.

Meanwhile, Cameron said the
housing authority staff is working on
a management and rehabilitation
program to be presented at the Jan-
uary board meeling. B



Mills Manor renovations running
on time and budget, official says

By CHARLES FRANCIS
Post-Courier Reporter

* The first phase of renovations to Robert Mills Man-
or is on schedule to be completed by June, according
to the executive director of the city’s Housing Authori-
ty.
yDcmalcl Cameron said no major problems have arisen
during the first phase of the renovation to the hous-
ing complex, ‘which is bounded by Queen, Franklin,
Magazine, Wilson and Logan streets and Cromwell Al-
ley. ‘

- However, renovations at the housing complex were put
on hold for several days after lead-based paint was found
‘on windows, doors and shelves in kitchens, Cameron said.

He said items that were painted with lead-base paints
have been removed.

- Cameron said Phase I includes installing metal doors,
wooden screen doors, kitchen cabinets, and electric igni-
tion wall furnaces, as well as replacing windows, broken
roof tiles, missing copper gutters. Also, the outside of the
buildings have been cleaned and officials are adding a
basketball court, playgrounds and parking areas.

The renovations also include demolishing buildings at
4, 6 and 7 Wilson St., and 3 Cromwell Alley, he said. This
move will eliminate 47 units — three 3-story, 13-unit
buildings on Wilson Street and a one single-story, eight-
unit building on Cromwell Alley.

The demolition of the buildings, which were built in
1939 and 1940, should be completed by April, Cameron

‘We made sure that the tenants’ move
to their new home went ‘as smoothly as
possible. We wanted to make sure that
everything went OK.’

—Donald Cameron

said. =
This will reduce the number of units from 267 to 220,
he said. Tenants who lived in the demolished buildings
have been moved to other housing projects and scattered-
site houses in the city.

“We made sure that the tenants’ move to their new
home went as smoothly as possible,” Caméron said. “We
wanted to make sure that everything went OK."

He said the housing authority discovered during
the demolition that asbestos was used to wrap water

- lines under the housing complex, and the lines will be

replaced. .

“We didn't anticipate finding asbestos, but it hasn't
stopped the work from continuing,” Cameron said.

The first phase of the renovation cost $2 million and
there hasn’t been a cost overrun, he said.

The cost of Phase II is $3.2 million and should begin by
the end of the year, Cameron said.
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A bulldozer and backhoe are used to remove debris at Mills Manor.




