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Board Not Consulted

Riley House Razing Plan
Halted By City Engineer
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BY LOUIS J. ROEMPKE

The wrecker’s tools will have
to wait a while before ripping
down the 147-year-old dwelling
at 1 Reid St., the City. Engi-
neer's office reporied yesterday.

The report followed the dis-
covery that a permit for the
house’s demolition had been is-
sued without full knowledge of
the building’'s age or its exact
location. | | . s

A permit, dated July 28, was

issued to Ben Parker by the en-

gmeer'’s office for the demolition
of the old Riley lron Foundry
puilding at 601 East Bay St., and
for a “‘dwelling.”

The addresses listed in the
permit were 601 and 611 East
Bay St. A permit for demolition
also was tacked on 1 Reid St.
— the 147-vear-old building ad-
joining the foundry.

The property was purchased

100 years old .pass first before

the Board of Architectural Re-
view. .

Not knowing that the building
iIn question was over 100 years

old, nor that it was intended for

demolition, the City Engineer’s
office approved the permit.

Said City Engineer H. B. Good:

*“We didn't sign a permit for
1 Reid St. and we’ll check into
the matter first thing in the
morning.’”

In the meantime. he said he
would stop whatever demolition
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was going on until he could de-

termine all the facts.

A. G. Hollings. chairman of
the Roard  of Review, said,
**The board received no applica-
tion for a review from the City

Engineer’s office. 1 will certain- .

ly call him in the morning.”

He said he was not sure of the
building’s age, but that he was
certain it has sufficient archi-
tectural history to warrant post-
ponement of any demolition
work underway.

Although omitted from the

-

popular architectural record of
Charleston’s valuable dwellings,
“This is Charleston,’”” the Reid
Street building is considered
by authorities on the subject to
have historic value for its age

- and- appointments.
- John D. Muller Jr., long ac-

tive. in Charleston preservation
work, -described the Reid Street
building as having all the char-
acteristics of an ante-bellum
structure. |
He said the wainscoting, gouge

- work, stair rail and general plan

identify it with the pre-Civil
War period. |

Mr. Carter said he was not
aware of the fact that the build-

Ing was more than 100 years
old and said that Ben .Carter.
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owner of the housewrecking firm,
had actually applied for the de-
molition permit. Mr. Carter was
listed on the permit as owner
of the property at the time Ben
Carter applied for the permit.

Mrs. Valk sald yesterday aft-
ernoon that her plans for the
building were ‘‘not for publica-
tion.” | |

So far, the only demolition on
the Reid Street building itself
has been the removal of the
-iron ftnce.
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Vo sk’ last May from Miss Annie A.
SUNATIINGUE WORK o s . Riley by G. S. Carter.
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U TR e R AN i S S ARG R Y e e e ratt: SIR. lot—to Mrs. Marguerite Sinkler

Valk. Her plans for the build-

Ing, he said, were not known to
B e S e L s A2 s SARMR X BEAT " e et A A R S e ey him \

' | T T B (Staff Photo) | tle hubbub over the demolition

MISUNDERSTANDING SURROUNDS- DEMOLITION PERMIT FOR REID STREET HOUSE ofhe building. but a city or-

. - it dinance requires that a request
Inset (Lower nght) Shows Permit Issued For Demolition to tear down any building over
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|Permit Withdrawn
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eid Sf;- Home Demolition

Halfe 1 By ley Engineer

Demolmon of lhe 117-year-old
'house at 1 Reid St was' of-
ﬁenlly halted yesterday by the
city. engmeersdﬁ

The = permit . was’ wnhdrawn
after H. B Good ‘city engiveer,
decided there wis some confu-

sion i the. issuance. “We didn’t
sxgnapermrtforlneadsr_"
‘he said. Instead the, permit was
issued for the demoiition of the
Old Riley Iron Foundry at 601
:East-Bay. S, and - -2 dwelting.

- A6, Hollings, a chmrman of
the Board of Architecfural Re-
mw, said™ ysterday ‘that had

the city engineer’s- office kpown
the “‘dwelling” was-1 Reid St.,
it would have automatically sent
ﬁ;z request 1o Ais: group for re-
wview,

A city ordinance requires.that
a request to tear dewn any
building over 100 years old pass
first before the Board of Archi-
tectural Review.

Mr. Hollings said the engi-
neer's office assumed that the
“dweliing” was a small care-

- taker’s home near the foundry.

‘Ben Parker, cwner of 2 house-
wrecking firm, was inforrmed
“orally yesterday by ME. Good
that the permit was withdrawn,
The engineer also forwarded a
repistered letter 1o Mr. Parker
stating the same information.

II another demclition permit
is requested for 1 Reid St., aiso
known zs the Riley House, it
must be sent to the rteview
board. Mr. Hollings said a spe-
cial meeting couid be called
within a couple of days to con-
sider the request. The board
can delay issuance of such a
permit for only %0 days.

There was still no word yes-
terday on the plans {or the
house or its contents. Both the
old Riley Iron Foundry and the
Riley House were formerly

owmed by Miss Annie A, Riley.’

They were sold in May to G.S.
Carter who subsequently sold
' the Reid Street house. without
the grounds, to Mrs. Marguerite
Sinkler Valk. .

At present, Mrs. Valk has
“nothing to say,”” on the pro-
posed demdlition of the historic
aote bellurn- home.

Razing of the é6-year-old John

P, Rlley Foundry and Machine
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west corner of East Bay and
Reid Streets, is gomg ahead as
scheduled.

Castings for a wxde wanety
of uses were made there unti]
earlier this -year, The building
is the third to house the com-
pany which was formed 77
_years ago by Johin F. iRiley.

The first two ‘buildings were
destroyed by fire,

The. fogndry has turned out
many. of. the manhold covers
that top Charleston's sewers and
drains and after the great
earting ‘of 1886, it many-
factured many of the bolts and
plates used to hold the shaken

buildings toeethe : .

The' COmpany’s patf,em loft
contamed many “wooden pat-
terns for such diverse items as
cogwheels, . casings, bolts,
plates and frames. The Riley

castings were sent all over the
world. .

S. . Hospita|
Assn. Honors
F. O Boies‘

" The man who served the Soulh

est as ils president was awarded
the first Past President's pin ever
given by the association here this
week.

F. O. Bates, long time adm:ms-
trator of Roper Hospital in
Charleston. is the only persen liv-
inz who was present at the or.
ganizational meeling of the as.
sociation o April 20, 1921,

The presentation was made by
Glenn D, Searcy, administrator ‘at
the Medical Coliege of South
Carolina, incoming president of
the association. The Hospital As.
sociation established the award
this vear and James R, Neely,
executive director, said similar
awards would be made to other
presidents.

Mr. Bates was admibistrator o:
Roper Hospital from 1912 until
1950, when he retired, He was first
elected president of the Hospital
Association in 1923, He was elect-!
ed again in 1925 and served con-
tinuously threugh 1935, giring him
4 total of 11 terms as president—
more than any other person in
the history of the association,

Mr, Bates has heen natzonally
prominent jn the hospital adminis-
tration field, having served with
such” groups as the American Col-
lcge of Hospital Administrators of
which he is a charter member. 1t
is believed he served as a regent

of the ACHA longer thah any other

Carolina Hospital Association kmg :

12th'_‘?-‘COrfr_secutive

Year

Port Tops Cotton
Importers Again

For the 12th consecuhve year,
the Port 'of Chatleston is the lead-
ing- cotton importing port in the
United States.

When the quola year opened
Tuesday, cotton available for re-
lease at Charleston totalled 85 per
cent of all top-grade -long-staple
catton in U, 8. warehouses await-
ing guota opening,

Gustav F. Doscher Jr., collec-
tor of customs for the South Car-
olina District, last night said that
76,540,603 pounds of cotton were
stored in bonded warehouses of

the State Ports Authority awaiting| 3

release- at quota opening,

Mr, Doscher has been author-
ized to release 33,943,313 pounds
of cotton here.

The quota section of the Bureau

Merchants Quting

Planned Tuesday

The annual employer-employe:
supper and outing of the St. An.
drew's Center Merchants Associa-
tion will be held Tuesday =2t Co-
burg Dairy Pienic Grounds,

Paul Hamilton, center pres:dent

said various prizes will be given

for outstanding and unusiial sports
ensembles. In addition all mer-
chanis will donate several gifis
that will be distributed as . door
prizes. Music for dancing as well
as an organized program of games
an_d_ acLivi_t.ies will be provided,

of Cusloms In Washington au-
thorized him to release amounts
bere as follows: .

Cotton " of one and three-eights
inches or more: 33,714,180 pounds,
This was 44,1839 per cent of 76,-
304,220 pounds of this .class al
authority warehouses and 85 per
cent of the global quoh ‘of 39,.
390,778 paunds,

Cotton of one and five—thlr‘cy
seconds inches or more and under
one and three-eights inches: 228
93 pounds. This. was the entire
amount in this class here.

Cotton of one and one-eighth
inches or more and under ane and
three-eightht inches: 7,640 pounds.
This was 77.2533 per cent of 9,890
pounds stored at Charleston.

Importers and brokers acting
for importers were on hand lo
file withdrawals at the U. 8. Cus-
toms House here as the 1961-62
quota year opened Tuesday. Each
importer or his representative
must file a withdrawal for the
amount of cotton he wisbes ‘to
take from bonded warehouses and
place on the domestic market.

Either the importer or his agent
must present their withdrawals in
person at noon, Eastern Standard
Time, each Aug. 1 at U. S. Cus-
toms.

Throughout the country, the
withdrawals are presented at ex-
actly the same morment .and
the gquota is ususily filled in the
opening moment as it was this

3/13/2019, 3:31 PM
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