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COMMÉI{TS ON OLD CIIARLESÎON BRÏCKWORK

CharÌeston from Ltr s begtnning orlglnated. cargoes

that wene far larger ln buLk than any lt coul<i asslmulate"

I-s a result shlps cslne ln ln baLlast. Brlck, tlle. and.

such other bulldlng matenlal as Bermuda Stone r¡¡ere at

tlmos used for thls ÞurrÞose and afterwards soLd..

The coastal p1aLn about the clty, wlth the exceptlon

of â few rar.e deposlts of marl- hard enough to be used as

âsh1âr, ls practlcally stoneless. Timber gave the cÏÌeap,

convenient, a¡d usual bulld.1ng materlal. Clay and sand

for brlck maklng are comlnon. They were found convenl-ent

to the c1t,y on all three of. the nather short rivers that

lead to the hârbop.

. Brlck was mad.e early, but not general-ly used untll

toï'ards the end of the elghtoenth century. fn Charldston

dlsastr:ous f l-res have svuept away all the oldest bul1d1-ngs,

but we flnd brlck structur:es ln the surroundlng country
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f rorn 1686 f orwa¡rdo

At. Medway Plantatfon (1686) e house exlsts built,

at thls tlme by a Dutch emignant, Ln the style of hls

eountry. The brlck ls roputéd.ly 1oca1. Typlcal of the
;

tLme, here, and. ln England, this brlck ls large, and

comparatively soft. It ls lntenestlng to note that

brlck lsas made on thls plantatlon and ln tho nelghbonhood

unt1l 1865" The slzo remalnlng fal:r)-y constant, and the

quåltty lmprovlng markedly wlth tlme.

The Parlsh Chur.che s of St. Andrewst and Saint

Jamesf, Goose Creek, wene begun nespectlvely ln 1?06

and L?08 wlth br.lck of the sÊln€ châråcter.

rì

The Mulberry Plantatlon house buflt on Cooper Rlver

1n 1714 shows a consld.erabLe lmpnovoment ln brlck maklng.

fn 1?25 St. Andrews was enls.rged by the addttlon

of transepts and a choln. These are buLtt of the flrst

br.lek ¡qe can lndlcato as lmported. About this same tLme

the handsome 1ltt1e resldenee at Bnl,ck House plantatlon

I
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on EdLsto was bulIt of brlck brought fron Boston ln New

England. These ane of the sam€ general sizeo shape, and

character as those used at St. Andnews. they also resemble

qulte closely brlck found at the r.esldonce that ls no$¡
.

7õ Chur.ch Stroet, apparently stand.lng tn 1?33. Small Ln

conpanLson wlth the natlve sorts, they ere of a purer clay

content, and mueh harde¡r burned. Popularly they wene known

Locally as trDutchrt bnlck.

About 1728 et Wllllam Har"veyr s house at I1O Broad.

Streat, we flnd. ânother sont of frportea b¡.lck that ls

habltually used from thls tlne forwand. Thls maybe

Engllsh brlck. The walls of this house âr€ made of

whât are apparently natlve brlck. Tho connens and. the

flat erchee over the openlngs are lald. up in a ilark ¡:ed.

br"lek, wlth an even granular consfstency. Thls was

favoz'ed. fo¡r rubbed. wo::k, and so shaped for the voussofu.s

ln thls buli.dlng. B¡.lck of the ssme appearence was used

for the same purpose at the Glebe House on Glebe StneeÈ
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(17?0 ó. ) ' It Ls also founil later as we shaIl see ln

other fLne wonk.

It ls to be noted the stucco on the house at l-1O

Broad Street was evldently a. subsoquent lmprorrement, and

i
the lltÈle brick, used ln f1lllng out the quolns, another

Lmpor"tat lon.

Tho bulldlng act passed aften the great flre of

1?4O, (South Carollna GÐ.z,er-te, Decembe¡: 25, 1?40) flxes

the prlces of three sonts of brlck. Engllsh at slx

pounds per thousand, Carollna at flve, and. New England

at three pòunds ten shllllngs. These values are ln

South Carollna currency and hence abouÈ oneâseventh

the vaLue of s terllng.

Followlng thls flro the three houses at 9?r 99,

and. 101 East Bay Street were bullt of the same hard

small brlck ld.entlf led. at, Brlck House ae comlng from

New England. It should be noted that the Baroque

gable at 9? and the connlce that glvo tho th¡:ee
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t¡r:tldtlnqsarchltecturalcoheslonraremâdeofalarger

type of brlck, ancl so may date fro¡n a sllgbtly later

p erl od.

There 1s a conslderable dlscusslon of the brlck

used ln the constructlon of Mlles Brewtonr s House at

2? Klng street ( 1?65-1?69) , (Mccradyr s Hlstory of south

Canoltna unden the Royal Governt",tt "ot" 
2 p' 514), wlth

theconcluglonthatthlscelebrateiiestab]ts}rmentmust

}ravebeenconstructedofnatlvebrlck,popularoplnlon
.j

to the contråry not wlthstandlng'

In 17?0, there ls a mentlon made of ùrtch brlck'

In a l-et.ter fnom Henry Laurens, a great Charleston

merchant, who was afterwards a Presldent of the

Contlnental Congross. (Se1l-e:rs: Charleston Buslness ,

on the Eve of the Amerlcan Revolutlon p. 66) n laurens

tnstructs a schoonen{ s captaln to carry Dutch brlck

from Charleston down to Georgla' there barter thom

for shlngles¡ and carny the shlngles on to Jamalca
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for fur:ther barterlng.

As a note on úul1iltng materla3- as ballast.

(Shoepf : 'lraveIs ln the Amerlcan Confederetlon"

Vol. 2, p. 192). Johann Davlit ShoepÍ' noted tn 1?84

thât CharLeston recelved ÎtsheIl-sand stonerr from

Bermud.a, and brlck from Europe, Tfol-1end especlalLy.

Authentlcable Dutcl¡ Brlck was used at WoodvlL1e

Plantatlon on Santee Rlver at the end of the elghteenth

centur:y. Two brlcks brought from an out bulldlng are

now Ln the collectlon of t'he Charlêston Museum; these

e"e large, stnong and salmon colorod. On ono 1g

lnscrlbed the d.ate 1?96. On the other, ln Ïranilsome

scrlpt: (See tllust¡'at lons )
.1 .

ITHAT IS IIGTER EEN GEIEELL-T DORP TE VERTEEREN .-' ,':Iî 
i*^,- L--- -J * tL' '

DAtrN-} EEN HUIS TE WINNEN.''

trIÈ ls eaeler to destroy a whole vtllage then

make a house.lr

Brlck slnllar to them ln slze and appearance ane found I
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qt 129 Tradd Street. The resldence bere was bullt

ln L?97 by Joseph ïlllnthrop. A number of ad.dltlons

ancl alteratLons have rlEe 6rnployed brlck of the type

used to trlm the arches at the Earvey House. A garden

wall 1s made of smalf brLck of the sort usod. at Brlck

House. Also very flne examples of Carollna Grey brick

from about 1840 have been used ln the exlstlng out-

bulldLngs.

Posslbly d.atlng from about 1800 are some very

small-, very hard, du1I yellow bnlck founit at the ELns

Planùàtlon, on Goose Creek¡ and at San Souel, on the

Ashley Rlver, now Just wlthin the clty llmlts. these

have been surmlsed. to be Dutch on the strenEth of the

descrlptlon of the Ic1lnker:srt thaÈ paved ùhe v11lage

of Broek, near Ametet'darn, ln 1?9?. (Mugnlcige: L,etter

book of Mary Stead Plnckney" GrcLler Club p. 83).

They were used at the El-ns to Llne the erches at the

back of a prlvy and cover the treads of a staln wlnd.lng
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ilown to a sunken d.elry.

The El-ms Plantatlon ls notable elso for havtág

had a barn bullt of sun-drled brlck, Ln the manner of

adobe. After the fashlon of tho Egyptlans ln the tfune

of Genesle theee weno made wlth a conslderable mlxture

of rlce-stnaw.

From the RevoLutlon to the War of 1812, Charleston

was largely usecl as a wlnter entr4pot for the Unftea '-:y'"''

States. Íhls buslness produeed. a number of ed.ventlse-

ments of lnponted brlck and othen þulldlng materlals.

Fo:r example :

May 3, 179? the Clty Gazette and Dally Advertlser.

^.) t /
notes the rocelpt by the See Blume from Bremon, of ,P! r"

40,000 T1Ie, and 5,O0O Brlcks" 0n the 25rd of the

same month, the same pàpe:r ad.vertlsed a few thousand

Brlck brought by the sloop Brlmo from New York.

the Tfines on September 29n !8O2 advertlses the

Blg Harrlet from HulI wlth coals and brick. The same
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pâpen on February 18, l8Oõ, offers fon sale from the

shlp Juno, l8rOOO Éamburg Brlck, anQ 250 Stone Flags.

It was prevlourily noted that she had fetched' ln 13O

ùons of stone ba1les t "

In the years followlng. 18OO Charleston dld some

very notable bulldtng, uslng ltt s partlcular adaptatfon

of the .A.d,em style. lwo of the f lnest examples of thle

are TÍllllam BlackLockr s House (1800) at 18 Bul1 street, '

and. Nathanlel Russellr s House (see lllustration) at

51 Meetlng Street, now the heâdquaPters of the lllstorlc

Charl-eston Foundatlon. In both of these bulldlngs

natlve brlck ls used for the ûraln part. the flat

arches over tho opentngs, the rellevlng anches that

have been used Ì'¡lth such decoratlve effect, and. the

belt eourses at the lstter residence aro all done in

the type of flne gralneal red brl-ck, ffust noted at

Wlll1am Harveyt s Houge on B::oad. Street.

After the ¡van of 1812 the steamboats and
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d.lscrlmlnatory târlffs sent thls Clty lnto â serlous

. . l"-r'l
decllne *u "tt "t1¡¡g0pot" 

At the ss:no tlme cotton ':- t

aldeai rlce ln glvlng 1t substantlal exports"

ForoLgn brlck makes way for the lncreaslngl-y

excellent natlve products that c orne to a htgh state

of excellence at thls tlme. Noteblê trCarol-lna Gneytt

brlck ls to bo found at the Bennett! s Rlce Mt11 (1844)

on Coopen Rlver (see llLustration), opposlte the East

end of Socletf, Street. Thts ml1l was deslgned ancl

;l
congtrueted by a famlly who mad'e thelr or¡m brf"ck,

sawed thelr ovrn lunber, bullt over tholr own sub:

dlvfston of the spreadlng City, and lncldentally

planted a falr share of the rlce that was processed

here at thelr o'rqn m111.

Font Sumter, begun ln 1850, was 1n falr parÈ

bulLt of bnlck made at Medway Pfantatlon by Peter

Gallland Stoney. His flne type of brlck rnay also

be seon ln George Robertsont s House (1846-1850) at
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I Meetlng Street. ft ls of trnÈer"est to note that

these brlcks were inad.e wlthln slght of the house

bullt on Medway, 1n 1686.

FlemLsh bond predomLnates throughoui the perlod

ne have d.lscussed, Engllsh bond ls used to a certal.n

extent ln early flne work as at Mulbeny. Later. thls

less or:namental bond was relegated to thê slde wa1ls.

Arnerlcan runnf.ng bond took ltr s place here after the

Revolut lon 
"

Jolntlng ls varlabtre. Before.the Revolutlon the

Jolnts wore often stnuck wtth rodded llnes. In the

Ad.arn Perlod the Jolnts s.re very eanefully flnished.

wlth hard., whlte, she1l-1lne putty, These have a

chlsel ed.ge pnoflle" Later, as at õ9 Legane Street

(c. i-84O), and 1 Meetlng Street (c, 1850), mortar

Joints are fluslr, and have been colored to match the

brlek. At the Legare Street Ifouse the Jolnts are then

carefully accented. wlth a neat half nound. beadlng ofij

.,'i



shel.L-llne putty. At the Meetlng Street I{ouse

whtte ltne was palnted over the flush Jotnts.
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