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," NURSERYMEN AND SEED MERCHANTS IN EARLY SOUTH CAROLINA

Whel}ar planting their lands for necessity or pleasure, early South Carclina gardeners were initially
bound 10 write back to England for gardening manuals and for many of the specific planta and seads
they were [amiliar with from their mother couniry. But sooh commercial seed dealers and nurserymen
began importing plants to sell directly to South Carolina gardeners.

Newpaper advertisements, broadsides, and estate inventories give an accurate reflaction of the plants
early South Carolina gardsners purchased In the marketplace befors 1820, The

Giazette was Charleston’s first newspaper commencing publication In January 1732. Most eatly seed
dealers ussd thls newspaper as a vehicle for markeling their wares.

The earliest seed dealer advertising there waa Samual Everleigh. His ads weren't very specific. in the
Decstmber 23-30, 1732 issue, he offerad for sale "divers sorts of best Garden seeds,” and threa years
later in the December 27-January 3, 1735/6 issue Everfeigh again advertised, "Garden seeds fresh and
good." On March 29-April 6, 1738 ha offered "Grass and Garden Seeds.”

When Chailes Pickney opened his "new stora on the Bay” he advertised “garden seeds just imported
from London” in the February 24-March 3, 1733 issue of the South Carolina Qezstie. His competiior,
Robert Fringle, also "on the Bay" advertised garden seeds imported from London exactly a year later in
the same papet.

I the Septernber 15, 1745 issue of the South Carolina Gazette, Richard {ake advertised lor sale at his
planiation on the Ashely River, "Lemon Trees with Lamohs on them, in boxes, Lime Trees and Orange
Traas in Boxes, and several curious Planis in Pots, also variety of young Fruit Tress, parlicularly white

Mulberry and Orange Trees.”

In January 1749, Richard Lake adverlised his plantation for sale in the South Carclina Gazetts. He
staled thal it had a very large garden both for pleasure and profit, I conteined all sorts of fruit trees
consisting of many thousands, a great deal of fine asparagus, and all kinds of kitchan-garden stuff, a
young rursety wilh a great number of grafted pear and apple trees, thousands of orange trees, and
several lamon and lime trees in lubs and boxas, with fruit on them,

In the November 21-December 3, 1748 Issue Frederick Merckley and Thomas Shute advertised for sala
"sundry sorts of Garden Seeds’ Imporied {rom Philadelphia rather than London. However, England
remained the dominanl source for plant stuffs. S8amuel Carne first appeared in the February 12, 1763
issue of the Soulth_Carolina Qazette declaring that he had "Imported from London . . . an assortment of
useful garden eeed, some flower roota and seeds, Windsor and kidney beans, dwarf, marrow-fat and
Otmond Hotspur Peas." Came edvertised again in the January 1764 issuee thal ha had *, . . a choice
assortment of Garden Seeds, flower roots, ete,”

Marthe Logan first advertised her gardening wares in November 1753 in the South Caroling Gezette.
Shea offered for sale "seads, flower roots, and fruit slones” at her house "on the Green, hear Trolls
Point." Martha Logan was the daughter of Robert Daniell, Landgrove and Deputy Governor of South
Carolina. She has bom December 29, 1704, and married George Logan, Jr. on July 30, 1719, By
1741 she was keeping a boarding school for children where they would be "carelully taught to read,
writs, dance and work several kinds of needle-work® in a "pleasant, airy situalion” on the green near
Mrs. Trott's point. But her first love was gardening.

Martha Logan wrole a "Gardener's Kalender® that appeared until past the tum of the 19th century in
various almanacs, She camied on a lively correspondence with Philadelphia botanist John Bartram.
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Bartram wrote to his English mentor Peter Collingon in May 1761 that she was "an elderly widow lady
who spares no pains on cost to oblige me: her garden is her delight and she has a fine one; | was with

‘her about 4 minules in har company yet we eontracted such a mutual correspondence that one silk bag
of seed heth repasl saveral times.”

In the March 14, 1768 Issue of the South Carolina Gazelie she adverlised sead imporled from London:
*A Fresh assortment of very good garden seeds and flower roots . . . with flowsring shrubs and box for
adging beds, now growing in her garden." Her notice establishes that box was used for edging In pre-
Revolutionary gardens. Martha Logan died in 1779,

Many South Carolina gardenars ordered their seeds directly from England. In the December 19, 1754
issue of the South Carolina Gazelte, Captain Thomas Amot noted that he broughit a box of "Tulip,
Naroissug, and ather Flowar Roots™ fom England "supposed to have been ordered by soime person of
this province® and that the “person that can propetly claim them, may have them.”

However, the domestic commercial sale of plants continued to grow in popularly. In January 1764,
Thomas Young advertisad In the South Carolina Gazetts that he had imported, "A Great Variety of
kitchen-garden and flower Seeds, which ars very fresh, having had a short passage; wWhich, with some
flower roots, elc. he will sell resonably, at his house at the west-and of Broad-street.” In the December
issus of the same year, Young was about to move from his house, and he advertisad "a parcel of
saeds lo dispose of cheap; also some shrubs, trees, roots, etc. among which are a great number of
Cork, walnut, with some chestnut and almond trees, with squill and other medical rools and seods.”

One of the most Important gardeners and seedsmen of the last hal of the sightesnth century in South
Carolina was John Watson. He came to the province saeking work as a gardener from London in
1755. By December 10, 1763 he advertised in the South Caroling Gazette that he had importad from
London, "a proper assortment of garden seed, flower rools, elc. which he will sell reasonably.®

On September 21, 1765 Watson advertlised an expanded line of garden wares in the Bouth Carolina
Gazette. Beside garden seeds and flower roots, he offered ". . . a great collection of frult trees, of all

kinds, which have been grafted and budded from the best forts in the provincs, with a great varlety of
English grape vines."

On February 4, 1776 Watson added clover seeds lo hig offerings in the Scuth Carolina Gazetle and
Country Jourpal. In the November 10 issue of the South Carolina Gazette for the same year he noted
for sale "a greal varisty of Tullps, hiacynths, liles, anemanies, ranonculuses, double jonquills” as well
as asparagus roots.

On January 12, 1769 he advertised in the South Carolina Guzetls, “grafted and innoculated . . . apples,
pears, plumbs, cherries, necterines, apricets, English Walnuts, Mulberries, ete." On February 15, 1770
he added "Pease, Beans, Onions, Cabbage, Catrots . . .” to his list of flowers and trees. And In his
South Carolina Gazette notice on July 23, 1774, he included °. . . savoy Colliflower, Lettuce, Turnips,
Lecks, Mustand, Cresses, Endive, Parsnips, and Physical Herbs."”

His wares becama more exotic by his November 28, 1776 notice in the South Carclina Gazette.
Watson offored for sale "Sweet Almonds, . . . Filberts, . . _ English Quinces, Ofives, China Oranges,
double flowering Peaches, Aimonds and Fomgranates.”

On January 1, 1778 his ad in the South Carmlina and American General Gagette offered "Hazel Nuts , .
Nuimeg, Myrtle flowering Trees . . . Magnolia or Laurels fit for Avenues, etc. any height from lhree feet
to twenty, Artichoke.”
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John Watson's last notice appeared in the Daily Advertiser on February 13, 1789 when he oflered ", . .

seadling cassenas for hedges, tallow trees. . . for expantation.® In March 1789 John Watson died. Hia
sons James Mark and John ran tha nursery, untit Joht left South Carolina in 1802 finally selling

"Walson's Gardens.”

Ona gardaner who came from England to South Carolina seeking work was William Bennet. In his
inltial ad for pubfic work in the South Carolina and American Gensral Gazelte on May 13, 1771, he aleo
noled "Seed 1o be sold.” In the October 1, 1778 issue of the same pubficalion he was still offering
unspecffied garden seeds for sale.

John Edwards came to South Caroling from New York In 1764. He advertised in tha March 3, 1764
South Carolina Qazefte that he brought with him a "arge collection of English garden and flower seed"
which he had raised himself.

In the same paper In January 1765 Lioyd and Neyle advertised that they had just imported from
London and Bristo! "garden seeds and flower roots, amongst which are the best crange carrots . . .
Turkey renunculas roots, Dutch tufips, fine anemoanies, double poppies, double larkspur.”

During the 1770's and 1780's grapes wers becoming a populer Item in both South Carolina and
Georgia where a friendly compatition was growing between the neighbiors. The March 26, 1772 issue
of the South Carclina Gazetla announced, "Yesterday also amived here, with Captain John Tumer, in
the ship Caroling Packet, from London . . . 30,000 plants of Vines producing true Champagne and
Burgundy Grapes, prooured by the Assiduity of Mr, Maani! de St. Pierre (from the French settiement at
Lonycanes calied New-Bourdeaux) who has received great encouragement in London, to perfect his

schems of making wines in this province, and obtained from the Boclety of Arts a Gold Medal."

By the 1780'a Benjamin Franklin had his hand in polential domestic wine production. The May 1, 1783
issue of the Gazette of the State of Georgia in Savannah noled, “sometime ago Dr. Franklin sent o
South Carolina nine vine dressers from Burgundy, and 1,200,000 sets of plants of vinas, 1o try whather
those plants would thrive there. Our merchants do nol wish they may.”

On September 29, 1774 the South Carolina Gazefle was canying news of anothar expatimental plant.
Aaron Loocock was prometing and selling the dying root madder. *Those Gentlernen who chose 1o
make Trial of this valuable and profitable article may depend on not belng disappointed of Flants, if
they order them in Tims, either deliverad at my Plantation at Goose Craek, or 1o any of their friends at
Charles-Town, at Five Pounds a Thousand. Printed direclions, from experlences in this Pravince, will
be glven."

Evidentally Loocock's were successiul, for almost iwenty yeara later in the June 21, 1794 Issue of the
Augusta Chronicle and Gazette of the State of Georgia his "printed directions® appeared under this
introduction, “As the soil and climate of this country is said to be well adapted 1o the cultivation of that
valuable dying-root, Madder, and as the planting, mercantile, and manutacturing Interest of the United
States may be very much benefited by its cultivation; | make no doubl but that & publication of the
following cbsarvations on it will be vety acceptable . . . written twenty years ago, by a gentleman in

South Caroling . . "

Scandal in the seed world occurred in 1786 and 1787 when someone claiming to represent Peter
Grouwels, a reporiedly famous Philadsiphia florist who had Immigrated from Holland advertised in the
South Carolina Gazetie on December 11, 1786, "for sale, an extensive variely of the mos! rare and
curious Bulbous Flowers, Roots & Seeds, Which have never appeared In this country before: they are
just imported from Amsterdam . . . the most choice soris of Hyacinths, double Jonquilles, Polyanthos,
Narcissusses, Tarcetts, Tulips, double Tuberoses, Pasetouts, Camations, with a great variety of Double
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Ranunculas and Anemonies, a sort of Rose Bushes, elc.” Ladies and gentlemen could get a catalogue
glving the names and colors of all the Bulbous Flowers.

The "representative™ advertised again in the Columbian Herald on January 8, 1787 that "he Intends to
leave this city in a few days." On July 12, 1787 in the Celumbian Herald the following appeared: "A
Caution. Having observed the advertisement . . . as well as divars hand - bills ¢ireulating in several of

the United States . . . | hereby declare that | was never convemed with or employad any person
whalaver on the continent of America fo sell any rools or seeds for my account . . . Peter Crouwals,
Philadelphla.”

In the South Carolina Gazelle of February 1790, "John Chalvin & Co. Flotisis and Gardeners, from
France" announced that they had brought "from France a great variety of Seed and Flants of flowering
treas, lilly roots, jacinths, and crow feet of the scarvest and prettiest qualities; rose bushes of different
colours; as also a great variaty of pol herbs seeds’ which they had for sale at a very moderate price a
No. 8 Elliott-street. And in March 1791, Charles McDonald at 186 Meeting Street advertised "Fresh
(arden Seed, a SMALL assortment of Flower and other GARDEN SEED, just imported frora London,”

John Bryant was an English gardener who arrived in South Carofina someatime before his 1794
marrage to Jane Thomion in 8t. Philip’s Parish In Charleston. He first advertised in the Clly Gazette
and The Daily Advertiser on June 6, 1785 as a gardenar for hire, but also noted that, "He like wise
imports, on commission, all kinds of ireea, alrubs and seeds, either useful or omamenial, from
England, Philadelphia and New York."

By his April 15, 1796 notice in the Gity Gazette and the Daily Adveriser, Bryant was impotting seed for
speculation rather than commisslon, "Just Impotted, . . . a small assoriment of seeds.” Bryant galned
corfidence in his buying public as the years passed, and by the December 15, 1807 issue of the
Charleston Courier, he was advertising,

"A QUANTITY of FRUIT TREES, FLOWERING SHRUBS and PLANTS, of the most esleemed
for quality ahd beauty. The Fruit Trees consist of Peaches, Nactarines, Pears, Cherries,
Plumbs and Quinces, of the largest gize ever imported, for their age, into this state "

In 1807 Bryant was the Clerk of Market Hall, but in the fall of 1608 Bryant died. His wile Jane kept the
garden operating into the spring of the next year. She advertised in the February 13 issue of the
Chateston Times, "For aale al the late John Bryant's Garden, upper end of King Street - grafted
Peach, Nectarine, Apricot, Plum and Appla Trees; Pride of India . . . Pine Apple plants . . . Geranium,
and other Green Houss Plants." She did not advertise again.

Two years laler according to an ad in the Chareston Times of January 18, 1811 a new eped store
opened there on King Street, The proprietor advertised:

*New Seed and Plant Store, Wholesale and relail, at No. 220 KING-STREET. RECEIVED from
London an extensive assortment of choice Garden, Field, Flower and Bird Seeds, the growth of
1810. Also, by the ship Minerva, from New York, a large supply of fresh American SEEDS,
logether with 1he former Stock of fresh Seeds on hand, making the most complete and
axtensive assoifment of Seeds ever offerad for sale in this city. On hand, a large assortment of
inoculated FRUIT TREES, among which are all the most approved kinds of Peach, Pear, Apple,
Cherty, Plum, soft shelled Almond, Dwarf Peat, Dwarf Appla; Fruit and Flowering Shrubs, Red
and White Antwerp Raspberry, that gives remarkable large Fruit, Red and Whita Currant,
English yellow Jesamine, Lilach, with & large assortment of Plants, Garden Tools, Flower Pots,
Hyacinth Glasses, Bulbous Rools, Split Pease, Oat Meal, Flour or Mustard, &o."
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©On January 9, 1798 in the City Qazette and The Dally Advertiser Robert Day offered for sale "To
Lovers of Improvemant Five to Six Hundred LOMBARDY POPLAR TREES, one year okl, from len fo
sixiean feet high they are the first in America of their age or kind, Also, Two Hundred PLANTS of the
large purple sweel WATER GRAPE, One Box, containing Two or Three Hundred PLANTS o the lerge

Gork ASPARAGUS, two yeare old.

Hobert Squibb -- South Carolina’s famous botanist, nurseryman, gardener, and wilter -~ advertised
anads for sale in the August 19, 1785 issue of the Clly Gazette and The Daily Advertiser, “THE
Subscribar, after many years practioa in this state, is fully vonvinced that garden seeds saved hare are
much better than those imported and does hersby forewarn his friends and customers against
depending on foreign seeds, in pacticular such as anion, lesk, carrol, parsnip, parsley. celery, leftuce,
endive and spinage.”

In 1801 Squibb advartised using much the same techingua in the Augusta Chropicle and Gezelte of the
State of Georgia of March 14

"GARDEN SEEDS,
THE Subscriber having taken up his residence in Augusta, as Market Gardner, and the saving
of Seads belng a branch of his profession, intends from time to time, both to impont and save
seads of the very best kinds.

He considers il a duty he owes to himsell and feflow citizens, 1o remind them of the numberless
impositions that for some years past have laken place in this cily, by sale of garden sseds,
which from their age or the Inexperience of the collectors, have either nol vegetated or elss
produced a degenerated oflspring, by which the public have been much discouraged in the
cultivation of gardens. To remedy this evil he offers for sale a small assortment of SEEDS,
coflected from his own plants.”

Howsver, in 1802 Squibb was back in Charleston at his old garden. Squibb cafled his garden and
nursery, “The Bolanic Garden.” In the Junae 8, 1802 issue of the Charleston Times, he advertised, "that
he has imported from London, & small assortment of GARDEN SEEDS, in excellent order, Also a fow
kinds of Seeds on his own saving, equal lo any ever saved in this state. Market Gardeners may be
supplied with London Saimon Redish Seed, at one daollar per pound.

Robert Squibb died on April 22, 1806 at Silk Hope Plantation near Savannah, Georgia and was buried
there. However, an ad for the "Botanic Garden" appsared in the Charleston Coutier on November 2,
1812,

“Al the Botanic Garden, A variety of Elegant PLANTS, Such as Ligustriniums, Geraniuma,
Cleroaurdroms, Rosa Multfloras, double and white Oleanders, Flowering Heathe, Laurustinus”

Charles Gross was a gardener on King Strest in the 1790 Charleston City Directory who bought a fot in
Hampstead in 1792. From there he continued work as a gardener and sold seeds until his death in
1802. Edward Otier was anothet gardener and seedsman from England who brought garden seeds,
peach trees, and lombardy poplars with him when he came to Chadeston In 1803,

In the November 18, 1803 Issus of the Charleston Courier Tait, Wilscn & Co. advertised:

Early Charlton Peas London Cauliflower

Dwarf Marmowfal do. Early Cabbage Lettuce
Eatly Frame do. Coss Cabbagge of all sonts
Crown, Transparent, and White and Black Mustard
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Tall Sugar do. Sclid Celery

Dwarf While Kidney Beans Curled Parsley

Canary and Rape Seeds Green Curled Endiva
Early and Imperial York Long Prickiey Cucumber
Cabbage Aed Beet

Early Sugar-loaf do. Large Norlolk Turnip
Drumhead do. Round Spinnage

Green Qlazed do. Portugal Onlon
Baltersea do. Gardeh Cress

Comish York do. Salmon Raddish

Early Penton Cabbage Scarlel Salmon Raddish
Red Piclding do. Short Top do.

Eatly Purple Brocoli Turnips do.

Late do. Naples do.

Siberian do. London Lesk
While do. Choux da Milan

Large Green Savoy Brussels Sprouts

Dwarf do. White Scarlet Runners
Yallow do.

In the next year, Simmons and Sweeny, al the corher of East Bay and Broad Streets, advertised in the
January 4, 1804 issus of the Charleston Caurier,

“JUST received and for sale by the subscribers a few bundles FRUIT TREES, of ihe best
qualily; each containing twenty-four TREES, viz:

1 Honey CHERRY.

1 Amber do.

1 Early White Nutmeg Peach

1 Green do.

1 Early red, or rare ripe do.

2 farge yellow Lemon clingstona do.
1 White Blossom do.

-1 English Swalsh, (or Nectarine)

1 Groen Catherine do.

1 Lale Oclober Clingstone do.

1 Red Pine Apple do.

1 Early black Damask Plumbs

1 Magnum Bonum, or Yellow Egg Apple
1 large Early Harvest do,

1 large Red Spitzenburgh do.

1 Fall Pippin do.

1 Newlon do,

1 Early Sugar Pear

1 Jergonet, or large flavorad Summer do.
1 Vergaline or fine Melting Fall do,
1 Almond

i Nectarine

1 Apricot”

J.F. Gennerick at 150 King Sireet adveitised in the Chadeston Courier on June 18, 1807,
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"ELEGANT FLOWER ROOTS

AANUNCULUS
Ansmonlos

{mporical Martagen

Blue umbellated Crechum
The Siriped Lilly

Scarlet Caledonlan do.
Double Scarlet do.
Dotled Arcadian do.

The Two Stage Martagon
Variagated Colechicums
Double do,

Broad leafed Poncratium
Purple Hemanthus
Guernsey Lilly"

John Foy's Seed Store al 184 Meeting Street was especially activa in 1810. In the November 14, 1810

issue of the Charleston Timas, he placed this notice,
"A Genetal Assortmend of Choice Garden, Floer, and Bld SEEDS, FLOWER POTS, and

some excellsmt APPLE TREES: ASPARAGUS-Gravesend; BEANS-Long Ped,
Mazagan, Windsor; BEET-Green, Blood Red; BROCOLI-Purple, White; BURNET:
CABBAGE-Early York, Heart Shaped, Sugar Loaf, early and later Battersea, Drum
Head, Red Dulch, Green Glazed, Bergin, Green Savoy; CARROT-Early Morn, Orange,
Yellow; CAULIFLOWER-Early and Late; CELERY-Soiid, italian, Chardoon, Chervil;
CUCUMBDER-Early Frame, Short Prickly, Long Grean Roman; ENDIVE-Green Curled,
White Cured, Broad Leaf or Batavian; BEANS-Bush, China, Liver, Yellow, Refugee,
RUNNERS-Scartet, White; LETTUCE-Imperial, Grand Admirable, Tennis Bali; ONIONS-
Silver Skin, Large While, Red; LEEKS; PARSLEY-Double and Single; PARSNIPS:
PEASE-Early Frame, Golden Hospur, Early Chariton, Dwarf Marrowfat, Pearl and
Prusian: RADISH-Early Frame Salmon, White and Red do., Whits and Red Turnip,
Salsafy, Scorzonara, Sorrel; SPINACH-assorted; TURNIP-assorted; BIRD SEEDS-
Canary, Hepp, Maw, Rape; HERB SEEDS---assorted; FLOWER SEEDS-assorted; a
few TULIPS and HYACINTHS: Assortment of most approved PEAR and APPLE

TREES,

JOHN FOY axpects somé PEACH and PEAR TREES, and also someé APPLE TREES from the
Botanic Garden, New-York.

By his December 24, 1810 ad in the same paper he added, "A HANDSOME assortment of FRUIT
TREES. put up handsomely in bundles, each bundis containing an assoriment of Apple, Peach and
Cherty rees with some Raspberdes, English red; early flowering Honey Suckie.

John Fraser and his son James were gardeners, botantists, and seedsmen active in Charleston from
tha 1780¢ until James' death in 1819. James stayed in South Carolina between his father's various
returns 1o England.

In the Columbian Herald of Decamber 17, 175 James placed the following adverizement,

"GARDEN Seeds.
JAMES FHAISER,
UP THE FATH,
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Has received of John Fraiser, Nursery and Seecl.;l'isman of )
Sloan Square, Chelsea, neat London, per the ship Rosbuck,
A GENERAL ASSORTMENT OF

CULINARY BEEDS.

In the Dacember 6, 1808 edition of the Charlesion Times, the following notice appeared,

"FRASER & SON
HAVE recelved by the schooner Blazing-Star from New-York, several hundred handsome
PEACH, NECTARINE and APRICOT TREES
a few handsore FLOWERS, SHRUBS, AND PLANTS."

The June 1, 1808 issus of the Times carried a nolice that, "Fraser & Son, Have imported from London,
A GENERAL assortment of GARDEN and FLOWER SEEDS, which will be warranted as genuine, and

all of tha crop of 1808.

In the Chatleston Goyrier on February 6, 1810 they advertised,

"A variely of English Garden & Flower Seeds; Flowers; Flowar Pots; and a few rare Plants, the
property of Mr, John Fraser, Bolanist, who i about to embark for Europe, having finished
callection of American plants. The seeds will be put up in convenient lots, for the
accomodation of purchagers.

Any Ladies or Genliemen who wish to be supplied annually with warcaried Garden, Agriculturat
or Flower Seeds, and Roots, or choice Fruit Trees, will please send their orders to the said
office, or address them 1o Mesars. FRASERS & SONS Sloane Square, Chelssa, London.

William Dobbs operated a Sead and Plant Store al 315 King Street. He advertised in the
Dacember 2, 1811 adition of the Charleston Tifnes:

"for sale atl wholesale and retall, an exiensive assortment of Choica Garden Flowars and Bird
Seads, the growth of 1811, Also, a great variety of Double Flowering Hyacinths; double, singls,
parrot, and sweel scented Tulips; Renunculus's; Ixia Crocata: Parsian Ils, white and yellow
Narcigsus: Glad olius, Garden Tools, Flower Pots, Hyacinth Glasses.

Upwards of 4000 Inoculated Frut Trees, among which &re all the most approved kinds of
App'a, Pear, Cherry, Plum, Peach, Apricot, Neclarine, Hughe's Crab, Chiness, and Syberian
Apple, soft shelled Almond, Quince, Goosebery, red white and black Currant, Filbert Nut,
Anlwerp Raspbery. Omamental Trees and Shrubs - double flowering Peach, Cherry, and
Almond, Spired Fruitrix, Mountain Ash, English yeflow Jessarmine, dwarf variegated Althed,
Venetian Shumach, Guilder Rose, Burgundy and Moss do. Balm of Gilsad Fir.

Urfortunately, Dobbs died in the fall of 1812, His inventory of December 23, 1812 gives a
glimpse of the property owned by the sseds:

"Rose Apple Trees
Rosemary, Squills
Double Tuba Roses
Amaryths

Peach Trees

40 Canary Birds
Seeds
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Bird Seed, shovels, spades, bird cages, crokery,
peas, beans,

2 green Houses & glasses, garden lools

Glasses for Roots, Shelves of Jars with Seed in them

Double Seads Box."

in October 1812, Dobbs property was pul up at auction through ads in {he October 13 and 22 editions
of the Gharlsston Couter.

"All the Personal Estate and Stock in Trade of WM. DOBBS, late of Charleslon, Seedsiman,
decsased; consisting of n variety of elagant and choice Planis and Shrubs, in boxes and pols;
varlous kinds of Seeds and Roots; Gardening Ulensils; a vareity of empty Flower Pots; an
assorting of Crockery Ware; logether with his elegant collection of Singing Birds; conslsting of
Canaty and Mocking Birds; a Glass Case, conlaining atuffed Birds; emply Bird Cages; a few
Botanical Books: Also, his two Green Houses, with eashes, complate.

ALSO,
Several hundred choice Fruit Trees, now in the ground.

Ancther gardener and seedsman active in Charleston in the same period was Philip 8. Nolselle. He
was especially interested in the production of sugar cane and ran this ad in the November 14, 1814

edition of the Courier.

P & NOISETTE begs leave lo inform the Planters of South Carolina that he has successfully
cultivated, for some years past, in his parden at Romney Village, opposite Mr. Turpin's farm,
the Sugar Cane; and that he has at thiz moment eanes form which Sugar may be extracted. In
coneequence of the great advantages likely to ba drived to this state, from this valuable plant,
he offers cutlings for sale, to such as wish to Increase their wealth, and that of their country, al
the rate of Five Dollars for a hundred buds, or eyes.

He has also in his garden, a great quantity of FRUIT TREES, graflad by himself, of the best
kinds from Europe; such as different kinds of Peaches, Nectarines, Apricols, Plumbe, Pears,
Apples, Figs and Grapss; as well ag many foreigh, Omamental Trees, Shrubs and Plants.

also for sala, a collection of garden SEEDS, FLOWER SEEDS & FLOWER ROOTS.

The pattern established by the growing South Carclina seed and nursery trade is similar to that of the
Chesapeake, but there are some significant ditferences. In the Chesapeake, merchants dedicated o
selling plants found their most secure footing after the Revolution, South Carolina seed merchants
successiully bagan seling both useful and omamental ptants decades before their northem
counterparis. In South Carolina, much seed and plant matetial was imported from England both before
and after the Revolution. In the Chesapeake, the earlies! saed merchanis and nurssiyman after the
Revolution were from France and Germany. After the war, Dutch bulbs and rools found their way Into
South Carolina as well, and French seed merchants also peddled lheir wares in Charleston; but English
nurserymen cortinued to dominate these Carolina businesses. In both regions, English gardeners and
nursstymen came 1o dominate the local seed and nursery trade by the turn of the eenlury. Both
Chesapeake and Carolina garden entrepreneurs offered a full range of stock from greenhouss plants to
seeds for field crops, from traditional medicinal herbe to fragrant shrubs in the beginning of the

nineteenth century.
Seed merchants and nurserymen in both areas aggressively advertised thelr services and stock (at

both retail and whaolesale prices) in reglonal newspapers and sometlimes offered free printed catalogues
to prospective clients, Gardeners in both regions sold their sesds and planis et their nurseries and

9 February 10, 1995 Barbara Wells Sarudy Please da not ofe or copy without parmissien,
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slores, al local farmers’ markels, and through agents at various locations throughotnt thair regions.
Gardeners from both reglons sold seeds and plants Imported from Philadelphla and New York as well
as thelr local territories. A new nationwide network of capilalistic nursery and seed business was
nipping at the heels of traditional garden barter exchanges in both the Chesapeake and South Carolina

as the nineteenth century dawned over the horizon,

10 Februnry 10, 1998 Barbara Wells Sarudy Please do not cite or copy without perrrission.
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