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Abstract 

rhis essay is an investigation into un alley in Charleston, South Carolina that is 

part ofa larger group of research on courts and alleys conducted by te!Iow peers in the 

Clemson MSHP program. 15 Kirkland lane will he the focus of this rcl\earch. The 

purpose of this research is lo understand the creution of Kirkland Lane, significant 

own= of the property, a chain of title, deinographics of owners. tenants, and neighbors, 

events, a niap study, and an urchitcctura! analysis. Different primary sources \'ill be used 

including deeds, plats, pt\>perty records, ce11sus records, city directories. ncw~papets, and 

many more. 'rhese soun.:es will be able to pt\> vi de a rich narrative about !he life of 

Kirkland l..ane, its inhabitants, owners, and transfornra1i1>n since the early 19d• century to 

present. 
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Introduction 

Alleys and courts have a prominent presence in historic duwntown Charleston. 

They weave through major arteries to create intimate, distinct thoroughfares within the 

city. Thes.., alloys and courts have been home to people from various social, economic, 

and racial backgrounds. Alleys and courts provide easier access to main streets and 

housing for growing populations. ·rypically, not much is known about these intimate 

spaces \Vithit1 the city. This essay will shed some light on the n11Jlli,Jayere<l history of one 

ofChutleston's alleys known as Kirkland Lane. In order to understand the creati<>n and 

cvtilution <>fKirkland f,une, the his!1>ty ofdo\vn(own Charlesto11 and I far lesion Village 

must he explained. ·me foll1>wing introduction will set the stage IOr the setting of this 

alley and il~ inhabitants <iver the course of almost two centuries. 

English colonists founded Charleston in 1670. The \>rig.in al settleme111 was along 

the Ashley River at what is now Charles 1·owne Landing.' 1he cit}· was then mo\·ed t<l a 

peninsula surrounded by a bay that provided natural t<.irtifica!ion for the blossoming 

metropolis . .English i;erticrs were not the only initial inhabitants ofC'harleston. French, 

Iri~h, and Rarbadimi settlers were also among the earlie~t.l Charleston, like many other 

cities in the New World, \VUS host to di~ease, pirates, poverty, starvation, and other 

hardships.3 The ci!y was plrnmed like a E=ipean city \Vith gridded Afrects, public spaces, 

churches, and 10rtifica!ions. Walls surrounded !he original city of Charleston as a f\>nn or 

protection from outsiders. Major streets like East Ray. Meeting, and Broad \\'ere a part of 

the oldest iteration ofCharles!u11. l)uring the I R'h ccntu!)' the population and size of the 

1 RoberL Rosen,-~ Short !fis/ol)' ~f'('h<1rles1un. (South C"rolina' 
llniven<i!y of South Carolina Pr<;s, J 997), !2. 
0

lhid, 15. 
'lbid.15. 
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city continued to grow. In 1725, there were approximately 5,000 people living in 

Charleslon.'1 The population increased to 6,000 by the end of the 1730s and would 

continue to grow in to the 19'h cenlwy.5 Dy the 1790s. Charleston had reached a 

population close to 17,000 with an almost even division ofhlack and white inhabitants.6 

Charleston had become a major urban center in the New World with major 

exports and imports flowing through the port city. Planters and merchants gained 

enormous amounts of wealth in ever-growing city of Charleston. Charleston continued to 

grow through the 1 <)lb and 20'h centuries while experiencing naturnl disasters and war. 

Major tires damaged the city in 1740, 1778, 1796, 1838, and 1861.7 The city also 

experienced a devastating earthquake in 1886. Multiple hurricanes damaged the city from 

l 752 until present. including Hurricane 1 lugo in 1989.8 The eily also experienced slave 

rebellions, the Revolutionary War, and the Civil War. This growth and wealth, in spite of 

disaster, led lo the expansion of streets, alleys, courts, and housing for Charleston· s 

residents. As the city expanded, dillerent boroughs began springing up on the peninsula. 

This included Harleston Village on the western side of the peninsula by the Ashley River. 

Harleston Village was one of the earlier "suburbs" cslablished in downtown 

Charlcslon. The borough of Harleston was made up of glebe lands, the site for the 

College of Charleston, and more housing for residents. Harleston Village became home 

' Waller J., Frazer, Clwrlesto111 Charleston/ "/1ie lli1101r ofa So111hel'll City, 
(South Carolina: University of South Carolina Press. 1991 ). 42. 

1 lbid, 55. 
'' Ibid 178. 
1 "loternctive Maps," I li.<toric Clrarle.s/011 Fmmdmiu11, 
ht:)ps:/lwww.h isJoriccharlesl011 .org/Rcs~arch/Maos,aspx. 

s Jonathan 11. l'oston, 11ie 81dltli11xs of Clrarles1011: A Guide to the City ·s Arclrilec111re, (South Carolina: 
University of South Carolina Press: 1997.) I? refer to limeline for more in dcpch chronology of 
disastcr/\var 
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to pnilt.ssors, intellectuals, !he largest population of fro., people of color, and mills." 1'he 

land i.11as full of tidal creeks that powcre<l the lumber and rice mill~ of the area. According 

t<.l John Poston, Coming Street was h1>me to the largest concentration of free people of 

color in the city as well. Prominent African Americans called Harlc~to11 Village horuc, 

including Richard IIoJ!oway and Morris Brown. "J'he housing stock consisted or different 

styles like Greek rcviv·al, Gothic. and Italianate which coincided ..,,·ith the time period of 

dcvelopinent in the area.10 ~Tarlcslon Village ciintinued developing through the 19'" 

century and crcal.00 a tight urban area with a range of diversity si>eially and 

architecturally. This boro11gh of L'huricston is the setting of Kirkland IA!llc and its later 

diverse developmt;nl is important to know in <lrder t<l understand the evolution <>f 15 

Kirkland Lane as well as the alley as a \.'ihole. 

History ofKirk1and Lane: 

Beginnings, Prominent People, and Changes 

The following secti<in will reveal the beginnings of Kirkland T,anc from a tidal 

plain to its existence as an alley. This includes the division of lots on pl>lts from the 1 S'h 

century, to the ownership of William Lennox Kirkland, his death, the di,·ision ofhis land, 

and the Hampton famil}· who occupied 15 Kirk\ai1d f.auc and other neighboring 

propotlies for an extended period of time in the ]9lh century. 

'l"he plot of land that would become the home of Kirkland !.anc was first laid <>ut 

in the Plan of Harleston plat drawn by William Rigby Na)·lor (~e 1''igure I). The square 

of land is l0<:ated south of Wentworth, north ol'BeaulUin, west of Pitt and to the east of 

•Jonathan H. Poston, The Building; 1if'Charlesron: A (;,.;Je to llw (,'ii)• 's Archirec1are. (South C,arolina: 
tJniversity of South l'.arolina Press·. 1997 ,) 481 . 
'" Ibid, 481. 
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Coming .streets. The lot is notated witb the numbers l ,2,3.10, 11, & 12 and show~ a tidal 

mai~~h covering a s iguificunt ponion o l"the lot. Adif'lerent plat from 1797 also identifies 

the plot of land that would later become Kirkland I ,anc. This plat identifies a large 

po11ion of Harleston Village as well; the lot numbers are notuted the same. The lot is .still 

covered with tidal marsh ut this point (sec Figure 2). 

D 
, 

•' 

~·;gorr I 

, / 

, 
/ 

-
Figurf' 2 
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Dr. William Lennox Kirkland, for v>hich the lane is named, and Alexander Black 

would later own the plot notated above. William Kirkland pun;hascd the land from 

Benjamin Huger in 1825. Huger was married to William 1-Iarleston·s daughter and served 

as the trustee tOr the property in upcoming Harleston Village. !'he deed states that the 

land was sold for two thouS<lnd one hundred dollars. The deed identified the property as, 

" ... a portion of that body ofl<lnd called designated & kno>vn by the name of Huricston 

<lreen in the City ofC:harlcston and that aforcsuid & marked and designated in a plai1 of 

said land by the numbers /I 0,11,12/." 11 Kirkland and Black acquired the square or land in 

the swnc year. <>nee it was purchase<.!, J.B. Petival (sometimes spelled Petitval) drew out 

a plan of forty lots {see Figure J}. 12 1he plan that Petiva! <lrew shows Kirk!an<l's land on 

the r:ast and Black's land on the West. The lane was in~ertcd to give access to the 10 lots 

on the intcri(>f part of the block, The two exterior lots on the north and sound ends 

measured 40'X82 215' and the three interior lots measured 40'X103 'I.,' on either side of 

the lane. The Jane was originally set at 40' wide which created a 1-l'idc path running north 

JJ ('harlostou County. Records of Mesnc Convcy"ncc (RMC), Charleston, SC. Deed Book Qi), pg. 198. 
'' Peti!va! is n1entionc<l in all of the deeds from 1829 to prc;cnt, he Is also mentioned in a letter lo the 
rn"yor in 1897, the Mcc:rady plat copy of the plan •nc-ntion; that the plat was a copy of a $k<t<h given hy R. 
K. Payne "\vho ~id it was made by PctitvaL'' Signed Charle< Park<'r copy mk.n March 27 1852 see 
appendix 
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to south from lloaufain to Wentworth. 1'hi~ land division is the origin of Kirkland Lane. 

Dr. Willium Lennox Kirkland, who seems to be responsible IOr the alley kno\vn 

as Kirkland f .anc in f!arlc~ton Village \\'as a medical doctor. lie received his degree from 

the Univer~ity of Pennsylvania in 1817 and was accepted in to the Medical Society of 

South Carolina b}' 1820. 13 His grandmother Marianne Kirkland allotted money ror his 

medical cdocmion in Pennsylvania in her ,,.;11. 14 Sh"' also deeded her real estate to her 

"beloved grandson" through James Nathans as a trustee. 15 His father was Joseph 

Kirkland, who y.11s a physician in Charleston during the !ate 18~' century and early 19111 

century. 16 Dr. Williain Kirkland was in pra~ticc with another South Carolina physician b)' 

the name of Dr. J . .E.W. Shecut. 'J'hey dispensed dn1gs and medical supplies. 17 Dr. 

11 ··1 ener tn Mayor Riley rcgai:ding History ofKirklaod Lane."" Charleston City Records. January 6. l 980. 
""Kirkland." Vertical File 30-4. South Carolina Hi•(nrical Society /\rchivc,, Addlostone l.ihrary. 
l~h,,,.leston, SC,, 
" ·'Kirkland:· Vertic<ll File 30-4. South Carolina Hi,torical Socie!) Arcliives. Addlestonc I .ibrary, 
Charleston, SC. 

1' "Kirkland." Vertical File 30-4. South Canilirut Historical Society Archives. Addlestonc I .ibral)·, 
Charleston, SC. 
" ·'Letter 1'1 Mnynr Riley regarding History ofKirklaod Lane.'" CharlestOTI City Record•. January 6, l 980. 
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William Kirkland and his wife Mar)· !ive<l in (Jreenville, So nth ('arxilina. 18 Flis presence 

in Charleston seems to be primarily in properly ownership. In Mary's diaries sht: talks 

about their home in the upstate and visiting the Mills Hole! in ('harlcston.19 Ironically, 

Or. William Kirkland died ofa fever on his way home to Greenville, South (',arolina in 

1828 al the age of3J.20 

After Kirkland's death, the Master in Equity sold his property at auction in an 

effort to pay any debts. This prompted the dispersal of the l<>ts to individlUI! o\.\ners (st;:e 

Figure 4). 'I his auction resulted in eleven dill'ercnl owners on the west side or Kirkland 

Lane. 'J'wo of the buyers purchased multiple lot~ on Kirkland Lane that surrou11ded Jot 

#19. ·rhe~ men were Nathan Nuthans and Henry Muckcnruss. Nathan Nathans 

purchased tOur of the neighboring lpts. According to the 1830 City Directory of 

(:harlcston, he sol<l "Dry goods, Etc.'' on King Strcct. 21 Ifonry Muckenfuss purchased 

three neighboring lots. According to lhe 1859 City Directory ofCharle~ton he was a 

clerk.2i "J'he plat below marks lot #19 which represent~ 15 Kirkland T,anc. The name 

written in the lot is "Dupree" hut this is incorrect, because Daphne !Iampton was the first 

owner after Kirkland's death. Iler trustee, John Stoney, purchase<l the property at the 

Master's ;;.ale.23 ll seems as though "DCtprec" may be a possible mistake IOr ''Daphne." 

" ·'William Lenno• KirklanJ." South (,"arolina flh•lorioa/ ,~ociety & (i1?r1ea/ogica/ fl.lagazine. Volnmo 49, 
pg.120. 
" 1• "Kirkland.'' Vertical I'llc 30..4. South Carolina Hi•toricol Society i\TChive<. Addic<tone Library. 
(~harles!on. SC. 
''·'William Lennox KirklonJ." South ('arolinaffi;lorica/ 8ociefy & (Je,.ea/ogica/ Magazine, Volnmo 49, 
pg.120, 
' 1 "Nathan Nathan<,'" 1830 Charle•!on City J)irectory, Atu·o,,hy.com, North Provo, lJlah. 
'' "Ilenry MuckeJlfu.,.," 18'l<J Cb"rle;ton City Directory, Ance.<lry.c<Jm, North Provo, lJtah. 
''"Letter !o Mayor Adger Smyth regarding Kirkland I "'°e.'· l:h.arJeslnn City Records. Morch 6, 1897. 
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Figure 4 

Daphne Humpton purchased the lot on Kirkland Lane on February 8, 11129 

through her trustee, John Stoney. She wa~ a free person of color Jiving in Charleston. Tier 

residence before and after her puroha>e of 15 Kirkland r.ane was at 18 Anson Street.''1 

Difl'erent rce<ir<ls indicate that she may have used these two re~idences during this period. 

Iler occupation is unknown because there is no listing of it in the city directories or the 

capitation tax records. Nol much is known about Daphne Hampton since she wa> a free 

perso11 of color and a woman. records did not document her life as well as others. She 

was wealthy and owned multiple properties in downt1l""11 Charleston during the 19'" 

century. According to the 1861 capitation tax records her property value was at $2,200. 

She is mentioned in the war<l books >18 the oi,vner of# [3 and #15 Kirkland lane in 1852. 

She is also found in the capitation tax records, which notate~ the taxes that free people of 

color had to pa}· il> tl1e city. As a v.·oman, she paid $5.00; n1cn \vould have paid $10. In 

the deed hook, EIO pg. 254, Daphne Hampton conveyed her properly on Kirkland Lane 

~' Charle.</"" City D;,.ectory•, 1831, South Carolina Room, Charlc<toD County Public Lihr"l)·, Charleston. 
SC. 
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to John Stoney as a trustee. She left lhe property to her children in the case of her death. 

Daphne and her neighbors created a mutual release to change the width of the lane from 

20' to 12' which allotted the properties fronting tho lane on the \\'est side 8' more of 

space. In 1883, the lot size or 15 Kirkland f,anc changed from 102.5' [(> 110.5' .2' 'fhe 

neighbors also agree to keep the lane open as a thoroughfare and not build any sort of 

gate or obstruction. 26 

Daphne's son, W. R. II Hampton inhcritOO the property at 15 Kirkland Lane after 

her death and he also acquired two rnore properties on Kirkland l.ane. By the l 870's, 

W.R.H l!runpton owns 11, 13, and 15 on K\Ikland lane. Ile, like his mother, had 

1nrdtiplc residences in downtown Charleston, he Jived at 18 Anson Street as 11 young man, 

Orange Street in 1861 27, and <ln Kirkland l.ane in the late \91h century betOrc hi8 death. 

Some changes and events happened to the property at 15 Kirkland l.ane during 

Hampton's residence and ownership. fn 188.6, an earthquake shook Charleston that 

destroyed much of the city's architectural fabric, In the 1886 earthquake records, 15 

Kirkland f,ane >vas listed in good condition with chimneys down that would need to be 

rebuilt. IIampton's other properties at 11 and 13 v.·ere also listed in g{)(ld condition, with 

the exception of chimneys that needed repointing. 28 1.ater in 1894, the city engineer drew 

a plat of the lane that sho\vcd encroachments of properties on to the lane itselC The 1•;idth 

of the lane was notated at 20' wide with properties invading the path of Kirkland f,anc 

(see J'igure 5.) This wa& a significantly shorter disl.ancc than laid out in 1825. 

'' Charleston County. Reeord" ofMc,ne Convc~oucc (RMC), Charleston, SC. Oeed Book, D 1 l. pg. 2()4. 
'" Ibid, Dl 1 , pg204. 
'' "1861 Capitation Tax H.<x:<rrds [1nin:rofihn J, Sou!h Carolina Room. Charlc.•!on County Public Library, 
c:h.orleston. SC. 

'' "1886 Earthquake Record<." South Carolina Rootn, Charlc,ton Count)' Public Libra')·, Charlc;ton, SC,, 
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Charleston. He held status over darker skinned free people and slaves. This can be seen in 

his associalion with the Brown Fellowship Society and his ownership or property. There 

is minimal infom1ation aboul I lmnpton, except for some mentions in the newspaper. 

Hampton is mentioned in the News a11d Courier in a petition for bringing dispensaries to 

Charleston in 1891and 1893. 1 lmnpton is also rm:ntioncd in a list called the "Roll of 

Citi;.-euship" that declared suffrage for male residents of' Wards 3 and 4 of Charlcston.32 

llis funeral notice is also posted in the News and Courier on September 6, I 893. l lis 

residence is listed in this notice as I I and 13 Kirkland Lane. Attendance by Rrown 

Fellowship members is requested. 

T he little information avai lable about Daphne and her son W.R.II. Hampton can 

lend insight in to their lives on the peninsula in Charleston. They were a part of a 

different class of racially segregated individuals. were able to own land, held some sort of 

freedom, and wealth in 19th centmy Chm·lcston. Their ownership or 15 Kirk Jund I .ane and 

olhcr properties on the lune defined the progression of change on the lane. The wooden 

frame buildings at 15 Kirkland Lane would have been constructed during their ownership 

sometime after 1850. Daphne' s home on Anson Street was damaged in the 1861 lire that 

destroye<l mueh of the Ansonhorough neighborhoocl.33 This could explain her residence 

at 15 Kirkland Lane in the latter half of the 19th century. It seems as though the 2-story 

frame structure that Daphne Hampton inhabited would have been built sometime between 

186 1 und 1888. These elates seem appropriate because of the fire of 1861 , the warc.J books 

""Koll of Citizenship'' Tile N<•ws a11d Cu11ricr al America's f/isuu·ica/ Newspapers. Charleston County 
Public l.ibr.uy. 1891. 

33 '' lnlcractive Maps." Historic <:'harleston f""ou11datiu11, 
h!!n:!;l/www.hjs10riccharle51on.org1ResearchlMaps.aspx. 



13 

mentioning a fran1e stru<:turc in 1886, and the building shown on the 1888 Sanborn n1ap 

ofChurleston. Ov·crall, the Hampton's are i1nportant to the history of 11, 13 & 15 

Kirkland l,ane and the other properties on the lane because of their o\\·ncrship for o>·er 50 

years. 

Chain ofTitle 

AOer W.R.II. Hampton passed away in 1893, the property on Kirkland IAlll.c was 

convcytx! by Hampton's trusltt, James H. Hollov.·a)· to Nonnan TL Ho.,..·ard in November 

of 1898 for $700.34 The property wmained at 40'Xl 10.5' and notated as lot #19 IUr the 

duration of this chain of title. Norman II. Howard w.is African American and run a pool 

hall on King Street according to the cit)· directory Ji-om 1899. Howard owned the 

property IOr sixteen years before selling the property to M. Rutledge Rivers.·'5 Ri\'ers was 

a st11den( of Jaw at the Jinn ofRuist & Buist and laler buamc a practicing ]a\vyer.36 Tic 

ownOO the property for one month und then sold the property to Alice Iloward Ladson.17 

r .ad son owned the property from 1914 to J917. She was an African American \.\-oman. 

Ladson was married, but she did not have an occupation listed In the city directories or 

the federal census. According to the 1930 federal census she was 19 in 1930 so she would 

have had the propert}· convoyed to her as a teenager. Ladson conveyed the property in 

September of 1917 to Henrietta D. Scctt, an AIHcan American woman, \Vht1 worked a~ 

cook and do1nestic scrvant. 38 The property was sold for $10.00 to Scott, so there may 

have been a l!nnilial or friendship ~'-Onne~tio11. In 1923, Scot! conveyed the property to her 

'' Charle~ton Ct>Ullty. Rccnrds of Mesne Conveyance (RMC), Charleston, SC. Dtc'<l Book, {~23, pg. 312. 
'' Charleston Cnonty. llc'<-Ords of Mesne Conveyance (RMC), Charleston, SC. Deed Book, R26, pg. 249, 
°" "M. Rutledge Rivers," l 900 Charleston City Directory, ,lnc~o1.Jf·.conJ1 N<rrtll Provo, Utah. 
'' Charlc;ton l-Ounty. Records of Mesne l'<mveyance (RMC), Charleston, SC. De..'<l Rook, Y26, pg. 269. 
'' "Henrietta D. Scott;· 1920 Charlc;1on City Directory, Ances1r:;•.co1n, Nnrth Provo. Utah. 
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trustee, James H. Rrn1dolph for $5.00. In the deed, she states that the pnlperl}' should 

collect re11t from tenants and use the runds to pay for taxt;:s, repairs, insurance, and 

mortgagcs,39 This 01'.'IICrship went on for almost a decade. 

Jn February 1931, James II. Randolph lost the property beca11se of dctllultcd taxes 

in the amount of $15.13.40 The property v.·as sei,..e<l by the sheriff and sold at a11ctlon. 

M<ll'e than a year later in March 1932 the property was sold at a sheriff's sale to Lemuel 

Victorius of New York for $22.00. Victorius \\'as a first generation American living in 

New York. F-f1s father was from Prussia.41 In July of l 932, Victorious, as a trustee, 

deeded the property to C:t;:Jia Bonaparte as part of 1-'annic ·r. Goldsmirh's wili.42 

Goldsmith did not hrtve all}' <lccupations listed in city directories or censuses, but her 

father was !Tom (Jermany.41 Iler husband was a dentist in Churlcston.·14 c:elia Bonaparte 

inherited the property 1\-om Clnldsmith in 1932. Bonaparte was an African American 

woman who worked as a W!IShcr. She lived in c;JrurJcston and Mruihuttan in her liletime.4' 

l'eliaBonapartc then conveyed the p!Xlperty at 15 Kirkland Lane to George Washington 

in her last will and testament in 1936. George Washington lived at the residence through 

the 1940s, but his ownership length is unknown to an extent because there is gap in the 

chain of title. Washington and his family \\ere African Americans. Wushington 1-vas listed 

as a cook in the 1940 fcdtll"".tl census and he resided al 15 Kirkland r.anc with hi~ wife, 

brother, sister-in-law, and children thr a significant period oftime.'16 

'" l'liai:leston c:ounty, Record• of Mesnc Conv0·ance (RMC), Charleston, SC. !Jced Uo"k. G3 l, pg. 543. 
'' Cliai:leston c:ounty. Records ufMesnc Conveyance (RMC), c:n•rleston, SC. l)eod 130<'1<, S35, pg. 567. 
'' "I .emuel VictoriolL•," J900 Federal c:ensus, Ance•ll)·.com, Nutth Provo, Utali. 
41 l:~arleston County, Record; ofMesnc Conveyance (RMC'). CharJes!nn, SC. Oeed Bonk, .Z36, pg. 492. 
'' "rannie r, Clo!dsniitli," 1920 rederal Ceusue, A.m'e>/ry.com, Notti! Provo, lJ tali. 
''Ibid. 
'' "(~eLia llonapart:e," 1920 J'ederal ('cn,us, Ance.s1r;•.com, Nortli Provo, Utah, 
"'"C.eorge Washington," !940 Fodera] Censu;, A.nce.>try.c<Pl. N<rth Provo, lJ!ah. - rc.<idencc in 1935 as 

weU. 
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·rhe next person to own the propcrty at 15 Kirkland Lane was Karl I. Buse. lt i~ 

unknown when he purchased the property but he sold it in 1949. Duse was a \'ffiitc male 

\Vi th German parent~. fle worked as government office clerk according to the 1920 

federal census.47 Buse sold the property in December of 1949 to Washington Property 

Company:1~ "fhe Washirlb>ton Pruperty Company owned the parcel until 1962 when it was 

sold at an auction for $50,(lOO. Washington Properly Company [o<,t the property due to 

insufficient funds.49 James A. Wushingt11n proceeded to buy the property from the 

Master's auction and held the proper!)· until 1984. In October of 1984, Washington sold 

l<l the pniperty to WILKJ:<:N Developers.'~ The property "us then conveyed to Richard 

Ritter in A1igust of 1988 fbr $155,000. 51 Ritter then sold the property !o Lisa A. Riller in 

J998for$!0. '' 

The evolution of owi1crship has transferred bct\veen di1Terent r.ices, genders, mid 

ethnl~ities over tin1c. From the 191h century, it belonged to free people of color, then wa~ 

granted 10 African Americans after the Civil War, and ended up in the hilllds of multiple 

first generation Americans with European parents. "J"'his variety of OWllership is in 

opposition to majority population that has existed on Kirkland l.ane. rhe alley has 

housod free people of c1ilor, slaves, whites, and now a new population cf students. This 

span of dit1"erent residents happened gradually and Kirkland was l)11ically a place of 

privacy l"or the residents. People 1•1ho lived on this dirt path or alley noticed when others 

'' "Karl J. lluse;• 1920 Federal C:om;us, Ance.1·/ry.cnm. North Provo, lltah. 
'' Chorlestnn County. Records of Mesnc (\mveyance (RMC'), Charlc;ton, sc·. Deed llook, .H78, pg. 286 
'' c:harleston C.ounty. Records of Mesne l'onveyance (RMC:), Charlc;ton, SC. need Buuk, !Jl 41, pg. 259. 
511 c:harleston County. Records nf Mesne (~onveyance (RMC:), Charleston, sc:. Deed Book, K 144. pg. 21 J. 
'

1 Clrarles!on County. Records ofMesnc l:onveyaTice (RMC), Charleston. SC. Deed Bnok, A 177, pg.225. 
'' Chnrlestnn C'-0un!y, Reconis <>f Mesnc Conve;once (RMC), Charleston, SC. Deed llook, B30 l, pg.320. 
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entered their domain and lived ainongst themsclv"'s. The people who li\'cd here 'W'Cre the 

v•orking class of(:harleston, which contrasted the residents on exterior streets. "Jbis alley 

became a place tor the tirod, hungry, and poor. Even if the alley never had a gate erected 

for privacy, the residents of this place would be able to spot an outsider. The location of 

Kirklund Lane may ha\'e played a large role in its function as an ov·ercro\•1ded plm.>e that 

housed multiple familic~ to <.1ne house. The central location provided a place lbr laborers, 

cooks, servants, and \lther skilled laborers to lay their head~ in the shadows of m<lin 

streets like Aeautilin or Wentworth. J'he ov.ners 1nay have been vastly diverse, but the 

tciiants <Ir 15 Kirkland l.ane and otht;W residence~ were primarily African American <Jver 

lime. 

Map Stud}· of Kirkland Lane 

This section y,'iJI docucnenl the evolution of 15 Kirkland Lane and the alley as a 

y,·hole through a series of maps from 1844 forward to l'l77. lhe IOllowing maps ma}· 

indicate buildings or jw;t the existence of the lane itself. ·ine tO!lowing maps will include: 

the Plan of the City Neck I 844, Bridgens & Allen 1852 map, City of Charleston map of 

1869-70, the Bird's Eye of 1872, 1888 Charleston Sanborn, 1899 Veteran Guide to 

c;hurJeston rnap, u 1931 Map of the City ofChrn:leston, A 1938 map ufthe City uf 

Charleston, u 1964 (~ity Rngi11eer map ofCharlcston, and finally a 1977 C'ily M!!p of 

C~harleston. Each of these nmps is beneficial in their own way, b11t co\lecli\'cly the} 

pro,·idc a \isual rcprcscntatio11 of the t;:volution ofKirklaud [,ane fi:om the 19th ccntur)· 

througl1 the 20th century. 
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Figure 12 • 1931 Map of I Ii< Ci1y or Char·lc"on 
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l'igun· I ~ 1977 C ity M•J> ofChorlosfon 

This map study shows th.: existence of 15 Ki rkland Lane, specilkally, along with 

the alley as a whole. The lane can be traced through Charleston' history via maps, as seen 

above. 

Demographics - Late l 91h Century to 20'1' century 

Since the creation of Kirkland [ .aoe in the 1820s it has hosted a segregated 

population. While the owners on Kirkland I .une varied significantly, most ot'thc tenants 

in thes.: houses were African Amt:riean or slaves. Using city directories, census data, and 

newspapers the population of Kirkland Lane can be discovered. A focus will be placed on 

the residents of 15 Kirkland Lane, bu t a consensus about the population on the alley will 

be reached. As previously mentioned above, Daphne [ Iampton and her son W.R.H. 

llampton inhabited the properties at 11 , 13, and 15 Kirkland through the 1890s. Their 

presence was prominent and defined the alley for a significant period of time. Their status 

as free people of color set a cone for the lane about race. As the 2o•h century approach~d 
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1he alley became full of working class, African Americans who crowded in to frame 

structures that lined the dirt lane. These demographics are seen in 1he 1861 <..-ensus, the 

192 1 city directory, and the 1940 federal censlL~. These documents give insight about 

population over an 80-ycar period of the residents of Kirkland Lane. 

Ai;cording to the 1861 city census of Charleston, there was a lail'ly diverse 

po pulation on the lane. Daphne Hampton resided at 13 Kirkland I .une. 15 Kirk land L11ne 

is not listed in this census, so it seems as though the bu ilding was not yet constructed. I 

Kirkland Lane was unoccupied at the time. Slaves resided ot 3, 5. and 7 Kirkland Lane. 

Frances Knights, a free person of color, rcsid1;:d at 9 Kirkland Lane. A person notakd 

wi th the surname Williams, also a free person of color, resided at 11 Kirkland Lane. This 

was the overall demographics for the west side of the alley, which was Dr. Kirkland' s 

original plot. It seems that less people lived on the east side of the alley in 1861. William 

P. Sharp lived at 2 Kirkland Lane. William 13uggin and "others"' resided at 4 Kirkland 

Lane. Slaves lived at 6 Kirkland Lane. All of this information was gathered during the 

1961 city census of Charleston , which provides an iufonnative snapshot of the people 

who inhabited this thornughfarc. The population in 186 1 can be used to infer that the 

slaves thaL lived here set the .stage for other African /\m1;:ricans to live on the alley 

throughout the 20'11 century. The census <ilso notes thut all the structures on the alley were 

of frame construction, which seems to be consistent well in to the 2o•h century. 53 

51 .. Census of the City of Charleston, Soulh Cal'Olina, For the Ycnr 1861. ntllustraled by Statistical Tables. 
Prepared under the Authority of the IJCily Council by l' rcderick A. Ford." Doc11111elllit11( th~ Ameri<-1111 
Sn111h Scanned by Apex Dala Services. University of North Carolina. 
http:!!do"'outh. uoc,edu/j 1p l~fcensusLcensus,htn1l. 
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Jumping ahead to 1920, !he demographic~ of the lane have shifte<l slightly from 

the mid l 9~' century. It seeins as though the population is all African American and any 

white residents have left. The 1921 Charleston city census shows Willis Au~tin. his wife 

Albertha, and a v.·oman nmned Charlotte Brown all living at 15 Kirkland lanc,54 They 

"ere al! African American. Austin is listed as a laborer in the directory and Charlotte 

docs ll\>t have an occ11pation listed. There was a large population 1>fpcopl"' residing on 

Kirkland Lane, which only occupies th"' length of a city block, Most P""-'Plc \Vere tenants 

that rented the properties. Multiple families V>'ould be living in single buildings. 

In the 1940 federal census, there was a larger number of people living al 15 

Kirkland !.ane. ln 1940, George Washington, v.·ho also owned the property, lived al 15 

Kirkland Lane with his wil'e Ilattie and his ty.·o daughters Alethia and Ruth. Acc\>rding to 

the census they lived al the same residence in 1935. Washing!(>U worke<l as a cook, hCtt 

his y.·ife's occupation. if any, is unknown. 55 Another family also Te8ided at 15 Kirkland 

Lane. William Anderson lived here along with his v.ife, Sadie and their child, r .eon. 

William and Laura Singleton are also listed as residents. J"hese people had ulso been 

tenants since 1935. Willium Anderson worked as a porter, no other occupations are 

knoY.n.56 The property at !5 Kirkland had two frame buildings that would have been 

occupied by all of these different tenant~ during the 19308 and 1940s. 

rhrough examining various city directories and fcdcrul census records, a general 

undomtandi11g ol"racc, class, and occupation can be determined. The people of Kitldand 

l.ane lived in larger ramil)' 11nits in tightly packed alle)·. l"here was an overwhelming 

54 ·'Willis Austin.~ 1921 Charlc<ton City Directory. A.nce.<tr;:. com. N"rtb Provo, Utoh. 
~<"George Washington." 1940 rcdoral L'cnsus. Anc~•lry.com. North Pl'<.>vo, litah. 
1
' "William hnderson." 1940 Federal Ccn<us . . 4fl'-'eJ/ry.c·'""· North Provo, Utah. 



24 

population of African Amori~<111s with occupations like tailors, carpenters, fishermen, 

dressrnakers, cooks, draymen, bricklayers, c-0opers, and porters. 57 This information shows 

that the population of Kirkland f,anc \Vas made up of working class families during the 

201h century and of slaves and their \>wncrs in tho 19'h centory. looking at these three 

snapshots of time can aid in the understanding of how alleys in Charleston functioned and 

who occupied them. 

J:vent!l on Kirkland Lane 

Kirkland Lane has been a host lo varying events over it's alm<ist 200 year history. 

'rhe Jane has attracted all kinds of incidents From murder to a tuberculosis outbreak. 1'his 

mention of Kirkland Lane in Charleston's newspapers starts as <mi:ly as 1864 and 

continues well in to the late 20'h century. 'J'he alley has had murder, theft, a~saults, fires, 

disease, and vati<ius sl11rn ~onditions in no particular order. 

In April of 1864, an article in the Charleston Mercury described a inember ol'thc 

Captain Ward's Artillery being "garroted" on Kirkland Lane. The person was robbed of 

four hundred thirty dollars.l 8 

In Mardi of 1902, five men \.\'ere jailed for an assault that happened on Kirkland 

Lanc.l9 

In (ktobcr of 1917, a woman was cut by hor husband and take11 to Roper 

IIospilaJ. Iler hl!.'lband was later arrested at 15 Kirkland I fillc. 6G 

'' Charleston Ci!y [)jrectoric'. Ance.,/t)l, con•. North Provo. Utah. 
'' "Garroted on Khklaud Lane." Chw-1,•sron /Wercur.v al America'.< Hi!Jlorica/ 1Ye"'·'papers. Cliarlestoh 
County Public Library. !864. 
'' "A,,ault on KirldW!d Lane." The livening Pn.<t at America·_, Hi,roricu/ Nmt'spuper,<. Charleston Counrv 
Public J .ibrary. I 902. · 
"''Cu( By Iler HusbW!d." The 1Yew.< and Co1'r;er at A1nerica'> Hi.1rorica/ .~'mt'&papers. Charlc,ton County 
Public Library. 1917. 
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In December ,,r 1924, a case of highway robbery that took place 011 Kirkland 

f,anc \\'us di~misscd in court when the accuser did not appear in court."' 

In September of 1940, u stove f= at 15 Kirkland Lane \.\'1!S extinguished. George 

Washington was the rosidcnl at the time,62 

Beginning in the late 1950s, Kirkland Lane became a hot bed tOr ·ruberculosis. 

lhe alley was overcome with cases oftubetc11lo~is in 1956.61 Of the 100 residents living 

on the la11e, 13 cases over a 12-m<inth period had beei1 rcportcd.04 The cit;' scheduled an 

X-Ray clinic for the residents of Kirkland f.anc in order to control the situation. The alley 

was over crowde<l and in a slum-like state which only accelerated the possibilities of 

tuberculosis. Tn January of 1958, health officials were planning a visit to Kirkland Lane 

to a~sess thtl condition of the houses and yards. 65 The inspectors were investigating 

sanitary conditions at the individual residences in order to ccntml the situati<ln. 13y this 

ti1nc, no new cases of tuberculosis had occurred on the lmie. The fire inspe<.1:or was also 

scheduled to \'isit the lane to inspect, ''rotten stairs and porches, defective chimney~, poor 

mortar in foundations, loos"' plaster. and rotten bcams.''°6 These newspaper articles sho,,,· 

ho\v the condition~ of Kirkland Lane were deteriorating in the mid 20th cenhiry. Auothcr 

article in Janmuy of 1958 discusses not only the unsanitar)· conditions of the slrun that 

took over Kirkland Lane, but the ''juvenile delinquency" that was occnrring there. 'J'he 

'"1 "lligh,vay Robbery." 'rhe Evenins; f'o.>I ITT An1eri<'a '> f-fis/orica/ J\' c~•spapers. Charleston (' ounty Public 
Library. /924. 
"' ·'Stove Fire ot 15 Kirkland Lane," The F.venlng Pool at .4merica ',• Historical 1\'e~'·'f!llJ>e1w. Charlc>ton 
{~ouuty Public Library. 1940. 
'' "Kirkland Lano Residents AUond X-Ray Clinic." lhe E1•ening ]''''/at Americ11 '·' Hislarica/ 1Ve1rspapers. 
{:harle•Wn County Pob!io Library. January 1957. 
"4Jbid, 1957. 
'' "Inspectors Will Visit Kirkland Lane." The F.venlng l'v.11 at .4merica '• Historical /Y'e"''->f!Oper.,_ 
c:ttarJeswn County Public Library_ January 1957. 
""Ibid, 1958. 
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article mentions physil<tl attacks on Wentworth Street had been traced back to a "gang'· 

on Kirkland f.anc. 67 A feature in the t<:vening Post from f<'ebruary 1962 is called "Kno1>· 

Your Sl1uns" and features Kirkland J,anc. The author describes the lane as "It is one 

block Jong and in that short space are crowded roughly a do.-:en or so buildings. 1hey are 

all of fhunc construction, a dismul, faded, weatherbeaten gray and in vurying stages of 

dilapidation aOO decay. ""1! 'Jlle author contin11cs, "All of the rundowt1, ramshackle 

structures house more than (>11c family, most of them two or more ... rh"' incredibl} 

crowded houses c<ln be sixn jammed against each other ucross a vacant lot just \Vest of 

the Lane itself and the Reaufain Street entrance lo Kirkland f,anc is a natro>'<, dreary, dirt 

street that makes its appcanmcc between two drab and dingy buildings,"69 'rhis 

description really creates a sense ofplaee lbr Kirkland J,,me in tho 1960s und the dccudes 

previous to it. Tt was an overcrow<led place that hahilitatc<l crime und di~easo. 

All in all, these vario11s "'vents create a setting for Kirkland J,ane from 1864 

on""<trd lhut is slllilewhat bleak and abysmal. ·rhe lifestyle here was one of working class 

people of a segregated race that lived in overcrowded alley alongside the crime and 

disease. These accounts from Kirkland Lane should be the only interpretation of the 

alley, becaus"' this place \\Ould have bem home to many people who carried out a 

lifestyle ofrespe<.i and hard work. What this doe~ allo\\· us to undcr:AAnd is that ullcys 

<.-reatc varying enviromncnl<; for residents and passersby in Charlesron. 

'' ·-CJ can Up rile Kirklaod Lane,." 1he F;v~11in~ Pust •t Am<•rica'o Hisrorica/ Jliew.11,aper.1, Charleston 
County Publi~ I .ibrary. January 1958. 

'' "Kno" Your Slun1."' The t;vening Post "t Amer/ca'.• llistorical ,\'•'WSp"f'ers. ('h.-r!eston County Public 
Library. February 1962. 
~'Ibid, 1962. 
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Architectural Description 

The front building that exists at 15 Kirldand I ,ane is a2 112-story \VOoden-frame 

~ingle house with a central chimney and a pia><~a that has been enclosed to create another 

apartment. The building on the backside of lhe lot is also a 2 Y2-story wooden-frame 

single house on a raised basement, so it stands slightly taller than the front building. The 

piazza has not bee11 enclosed and there scccns lo be an''[." shaped addition of the rear 

side of the building. A 6' tall privacy fence that was installed during the 20th centt1ry 

surrounds the property. ·rhe buildings lhat exist here match up with the records ll:om the 

1888 8anborn map of Charleston ~o it is very possible that they were the original 

stru<.1:ures. ()yer time these building ha~e been altered and reconfigured depending on 

their use either as a multi-unit residence or a.~ a single tUmily home ut its most early 

origins. The carlie~l building permit is from 1932 an<l it includes general maintenance to 

the building for $100.7G A major addition happened in J 946, when an 18'X45' addition 

was placed at the rear of the dwelling. 71 The piazza \Vas enclosed in 1946 to be converted 

to a bedroom. 72 These previous two changes to the building were conducted under 

George Washington's o\\'nership. The building's exterior, interior, and roof \\'U8 repaired 

and painted over the course of its lifetime under diflerent ownership according to the 

building permits. I he largest rcn<ivation happened in 1984, under the ownership of Wil-

Ken Developers ,,.,·hen a $60,000 project that included, new electrical wiring, plumbing, 

and mechanical systems were installed. 73 Jn 2000. tho Board of Architectural Re\·ic\v 

" "J 5 Kirkland r .ane:' Building Pennit frt>Tll Charleston Ci!) Record<. Charleston, SC, 1931. 
11 Ibid. 1946, 
'' Ibid, 1946. 
,, Ibid, 1984. 
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approved the request for a bathn:J<Jm floor addition and interior painting. 74 The general 

changes to 15 Kirkland J.ane have not c11mpletc obr;c1.n:ed the appearance of the building 

that erected sometime in the late I 9lh century.15 

In summary, this cxhausti ve architccturul and social history of 15 Kirk.land l ,une 

and the alle)· allow many conclusions to be dra,,..·n. Kirkilllld Lane v.·us created aller a plot 

<ll'land on the Harle~lon Green was purchased by Dr. William T.ennox Kirkland. Kirkland 

laid out the lane so that to the plots of land on in the middle of the block that lies between 

Wentworth, Pitt, llcallihln, and Coming Streets could be acccsr>ed. After Kirkland's death 

in 1828, the prop<;:rty was sold to many different parties. 'rhi~ was the beginning of 

Kirkland T.ane. The properly was owned by various kinds ofpcopl"' l'r<Jm free people of 

C\>lor, 1nen, women, flrst generation Americans, and developers. The Hampton's were 

prominent 1iwners of 15 Kirklund Lane an<l were likely the 011cs who erected the 

dwelling. This change ot"hands coincides with the social and architectural changes that 

the Jane cxperienced. l"hc alley was home lo a fairly diver~e population in the 19'1' 

century and eventually became a place that predominately hoa~ed African Americans in 

the 20th century. J 5 Kirkland l.ane housed working class people who were sometimes 

cramme<l into the space, not unlike the other dwellings on the lane. The alley was a place 

of family interaelion, crime, and disease thn1ughout its hi>tory. It is ja~t one fraction of 

tho story about alleys an<l courts in (:harleston. "J'he investigation in to the pn1pert1· 

should offer :><ime insight in to how people lived on alleys over the peninsula. The 

,, Ibid, 2000, 

''All building perinits arc available in the appendix for furt~er investigation. 



d\\·elling itself is in the vernacular ;tyle of Charleston and hus been subjected to 

architectural changes like additions and renovations. 
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All of this history leads up l<l what Kirkland Lane is collootivci)' today. It is still a 

hidden thoroughfare that only residents and locals Y<ould use. It is no"'' paved with 

structures n1ade of wood, stone, and concrete. lt ha~ come a long way from its beginnings 

as a dingy, dirt path between Beaufain and Wentworth Streets. It 11ow houses pcoplt; li:om 

all ,,,.'!Ilks or life like students, professionals, and families. The c•·olutio11 of Kirkland Lane 

can be seen as a relle<.1.ion of the cv<ilution ofl'hurleston as a 'vhole. 
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Appendix A 

List of Images 
Deeds 
Kirkland Files 
Hampton Files 
Chain of Title 



List of Images 

Figure J: Plat of Harleston Village, 1770. 

Figure 2: Plut of Jiarleston Village, 1797, includes indenture. 

Figure 3: Mc<_'rady Plat of Kirkland Lane, ca. 1825. 

Figure 4: McCrady Plat ofLJt Divi~ion on Kirl<land Lune, ca. 1825. 

l<'ignre 5: City E11gin~er Map. Encroachment 011 lane, 1894. 

}1gure6: 1814 Plai1 of the City Neck 

Figure 7: Bridgens & /\lien Map 1852 

Figure 8: Bird's Eye Map of Charleston. 1872 

Figure 9; l'ity t>fC.harlcslon map of i 869-70 

~'igure JO: 1888 Sanhorn Map 

Figure 11: 1899 Veteran Map 

~·igure 12: 1931 Map of the City of Charl~ston 

Figure 13: 1938 Map of City of Charleston 

t1gure 14: 1964 City Engineer Map of Charleston 

Figure 15: 1977 City Map of Charleston 


