
From Avery Research Center, Herbert A. Decosta 
collection.

From Katherine Pemberton, May 2013:  This 
room-by-room assessment of needs this dates to 
sometime between 1981–85. It’s pretty amazing to 
read this now -- the work does not appear to have 
been done except for the piazza repairs, and that is 
really a great thing! So much would have been lost! 
Re: the document though, I think there is some 
telling info if you read this closely. For example, 
Herbert noted that several of the fireplaces were 
closed and needed to be opened. He stated that 
there was a need to replace broken and missing 
glass on the front door. He noted the presence of 
electric heat panels in the Art Gallery. 
Interestingly, in the Library and the Rear Passage 
and Stair Hall he noted the presence of wall paper 
that should be removed.    
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