
Æ ffiesli'mrwfrtffiffi #m ffi
IEDITOR'S NOTE: First ¡u

a series oI al'ticles on ihe
carlv drvelliuEs o[ Bull Stteet.
The'second ailicle will apPear
tlcxt }{ondaY.)

By lv. IL J. THoMAS

Tlie broad, shacled
thoroughfare that has carried
fhe name of Bull Strect since
before 1790 shares a historY
ol devclonment. Þartial lsls z¿

decl¡ne ánd oicasionalìv 'ls ¡ì8uls

hoocful restoratiorr vith a The I

nui¡l¡er of olher mid-town umbcred
streels tha[ were e¡¡¿ xtensivel
Iashionable suburbs, with partnìen]

iizcable drvellings ot notable as prob
qualily, through-much of the lat final
Ígth century. lat^ [oo¡{

Às with" Charlotte Street, 1e Civil I
Chapel Strcet and portions of gne mi
Fad.c¡itteboro, thé ssy¿¡¡l .for a hr

blo¡ks 0f Bull Strect, runnjng e.usuall
from Coming to the qd-ence

nrãrshlands of the ÀshleY :date ¡o

niu"ì, tue." 
" .¡or¡ ¿¡.¡u¡g! i- about

from the old city boundaries rlaces' 
.

and did not really see anY Prs and

ìrsually constructed in a varie-
fy oI late Adam-style or some
stage of Greek Revival or
1850ish Victorian.

developed
l,rouble but

i ,:: -"----,- 
t ,¡,

iP,{RTÌI{ENTS
Ìhoto by Smoak.)-

¡sts 22 houses as being of
ijstirguished quality.
The four-story dwelling

umbered 24 Bull, now beinÀ
xtensively renovated lor fivé
partnìents by ils new owner,'as probably constrr¡cted in
!at final stage of buildinA
lal^took_ place just before
ìe ulvll war.
One might easily mistake
lfor a house of the i840s but
e usually uncertain sort of
ridence that m¿y be used
idate ¡ocal buildlnss ¡oints
i about 1858. Its 'ba¡e
rfaces, . full-length piazza
prs and râther austere in_
fior treatment places it
rghly in the Greek Revival
iich was found useful over
Ite a stretch of years.-
lf/e find John F. Blacklock
iliving imt¡ediately to the

gcnerally stable

cerIury

property 'in that fransaction
cerried its present
measurements of 57 feet on
front and 190 leet it depth.

The city directories of this
period list S[reet as living at
'l87 Meet¡ng and it appea¡s
that he did no buildins on
this proper[y. Then in lviarch
of 1858 rve find Strcet con-
veying the lot (still no mention
of any house or im-
provements) to Benjamin
Lucas for 92,000. The price
and the lack of mention oI
anJ buiìd¡ng rather safely gets
r¡d of the poss¡bility of 24
Bull being conshucted until
afte¡ Lucas bouÊht the land.

By listings oithe 1860s rve

at[racl.ive.

the
its

still
and
The
en-

on'
of

acfive construction until after ftor. tre
1800 and usually nìuch lâter, rghly in
\rith the orosDerity that slowly lcn was

relurned'to Öharliston in the lle a str
late l8,0s. Ve find

Bull Slreet goi a iliving i
dislineuished slart when ìl in hir
Willjam Blacklock bui)t his lconvey
handsome, Adam-stYle ilh no
residence on the property nor¡/' ldings 0

numbered as 18 Bull. The lanY s(

dwellir:gs that follotved $'ere ict in 1
I

I

I
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Is Charleston"
survey

M
he indeed be the builder -he chose not the rather ornate
ea¡ly \tictorian popular then,
but a plain style aud a high,
nârrow "sinAIe" house ¡lan.
with a three-itory L extension
on the ¡ca¡ and a long twb-
story brick dependcncv
reaching hack fròm the L into
his deep 1ard. The heaviness
of its quoins does place the
drvelling somelhat' irì the
1850s.

The house would pass to
Mary Reeves Lucas-in the
1880s and rvas conveved bv
her to Enìma Lucas anã Nlari
E. Lucas b] a deed dated lBgB-.
Fronl lhis time uD throush
the eatll tears of the zoih
cen[ury the house rvould be
the quarters of lhe Lucas
Acâdem!', a school for voung
ladies \çith several ryissei
Lucas listed as instructors.

In 1930 Emma Lucas Slnith
convel'ed the DroDel.tv to the
Narva CorD., heåded bv H.
H. Ficken,'for "five dðltars
and diçe¡s other con-
sideralions '. F¡ve vears later
Narva sold it to-nlarie H.
Honour, rl'ho dcveloped it as
the Honour .\pal lme-nts..

tn lClt ]larie Honour solcl
the ploperl¡.., with nrany ol
the furnishings, to Ruth H.
À4cDanicl for 517.500. Ruth

lcDanicl became á [,h.s. Line
and sold the propeltv in lC63to Elerlena and Fclix J,
I{cN¡ght for å?1,000.

Sf'reef

Do You Know
Your Chorleston?

in his line bri¿k house
conveying this property
n no mention of ho¡tsp

do find "Benj. Lucas, builder"and "John Lu c a s. a
b¡ickmason" in the house.
then known as 6 Bull.

Irye do not find much on
Benjamin Lucas, but his
desceúdants rvould retain the
house and property until the
l930s..He is var¡ously Iisted
3s 0u¡tder, contractor or as
"city insp€ctor, olfices in
Lower Guard House." He is
probably the sanre Benjamin
Lucas who acted as contråctor
on Memmilger School..

For his own home - shor¡Id

Bichard H. Jenrette of r-\*ew
York and Charleston. ivho is
bujlding the ltjl!s House hotel
at Queen and lleeting streets,
bought the propert'. in llay
or rnts year.

$'hat had been a buildint
with 1l apartments is cur.
Ie¡rtl! bcing reno!ated as fi!e
large units. There ivi¡l be one
apartment on the first floor,
one on the second, one on
the third and lrto apr,¡r..,t
in the long brick depindency.

A number o[ ]ears aEo a
three-stor! adciition rças luilt
fronì the L. across the back
oI the main d$elling rouEhlv
doubling its thicknek. piani
call for retain¡ng this addition
\vhich Ìriìl nolv be stuccoed
to blend rvith the m¿in struc-
ture.

The chief interior rooms
match the general stlle of
the erlerior of the Lucas
house. High ceilings, broad
plasüer surfaces. simple rits
bed cornices, \\'ith mo¡t eftort
to\çard ornamentation Eoins to
the marìlles r\ jth their iounãed
cast ìron fireplaces.

The restorãtion of such an
¡mpos¡ng d\relling in a
neìglìborhoocl not totallv free
of poor conditions and siish y
delelicI p¡operties should tiô
Bul Street in more close¡v
to other areas of the olit
\.illage oI Charleslon ihat havé,
made an effort to retain good
stanûards.

no mention of house,
gs or "imÞrovcments',

sort) to Gustavìus
1853 for 92,500. The
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