
Location of the South Carolina Constitutional Convention of 1868 

My great-great-grandfather, Rev. James M. Runion, was an important participant of the Constitutional 

Convention of 1868, and here’s a brief mention from the Edgefield Adviser, 01/22/68, of one of his 

entries, after a pre-meeting effort to procure support: 

The best reference for this is in the minutes of the meeting below. In addition to many other entries, he 

opened the meetings with prayer on 10 occasions.

 



Location of the South Carolina Constitutional Convention of 1868 

I also know from historic newspapers he stayed in the Pavilion Hotel (Argyle at some point)(since 

demolished – now King Charles motor inn)( View from the veranda of the Pavilion Hotel) : 

 

Newspaper accounts list the Charleston Club 

House as the site for the convention, as does 

the intro to the minutes – note the heading in 

the Edgefield Adviser of 01-22-68: 

  

 

 

 

 

The historic newspaper etching below shows the Charleston Club House, although not specifically 

delineated. Some descriptions make it sound like it might be the Bank of the South building, with the 

columns, but it was ostensibly on the West side of the street: 

 

 

 



Location of the South Carolina Constitutional Convention of 1868 

 

Original caption  

Meeting Street, Charleston, S.C., with a view of St. 

Michael's Church, Circular Church, and the South 

Carolina Club House  

Source citation:  

Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper, November 23, 

1861, p. 7.  

Since it was near his hotel, my best guess for the 

location is a building no longer standing, now 

represented by a park and fountain behind the 

Post Office ( the clip below is from a certificate 

currently for sale online): 

 

In Addition from the History of 

the John Rutledge House “. . . . . The drawing room on the second floor is large and has a coved ceiling. 

In this room the United States Courts sat for a time after the Civil War, until the Federal Government 

bought the Charleston Club House, which stood in the present Post Office Park on Meeting Street. . . . . “ 

So, please help me be sure of the proper location. James M. Runion’s life changed greatly after the 

convention, enduring baseless lawsuits and attacks for may years until his death, while still held in high 

esteem by peoples of all colors. That’s another story. 


